
Tuesday 19 February 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Governance and Communities 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what monitoring is 
being carried out of the implementation of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 with regard to 
planning decisions. 

 (S4W-12637) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government has reported to the Scottish Parliament annually since 
2011 on the operation of Section 72 of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009, as required by and 
within the terms of Section 73 of the Act. This year’s report will be laid before the Scottish Parliament 
by 1 April. Previous year’s reports have the following laying numbers: SG/2011/21 and SG2012/38. 

The Scottish Government does not monitor implementation of sections 70 and 71 of the Act as the 
Orders that conferred permitted development rights on domestic air source heat pumps, domestic 
wind turbines and non-domestic microgeneration installations removed those classes of development 
from the planning application process. 

Learning and Justice 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
the answer to question S4W-11719 by Kenny MacAskill on 20 December 2012, how Victim Support 
Scotland publicises the fund. 

 (S4W-12586) 

Kenny MacAskill: The administration of the fund is a matter for Victim Support Scotland (VSS). All 
VSS local services are aware of the Victim’s Fund. When staff and volunteers who are dealing directly 
with victims of crime know that they have a case which fits the criteria, they submit an application to 
the VSS victim’s fund. Partner agencies are also aware of the fund and VSS receive applications 
through them also. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
the answer to question S4W-11719 by Kenny MacAskill on 20 December 2012, how many people 
have received support from the fund in 2012-13 and how many received support in (a) 2010-11 and 
(b) 2011-12. 

 (S4W-12588) 

Kenny MacAskill: The fund was established in 2010 and so figures for the period of 2010-11 are 
not available. In 2011-12, 116 victims received support totalling £52,244. Since 1 April 2012 to 31 
December 2012, Victim Support Scotland received 45 requests, totalling £19,050. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
the answer to question S4W-11719 by Kenny MacAskill on 20 December 2012, what criteria are used 
in assessing applications for support to the fund. 

 (S4W-12593) 

Kenny MacAskill: The administration of the fund is a matter for Victim Support Scotland (VSS). 
VSS’s criteria is to provide support and principally pay for services where no other funding is available 
for victims who have been referred to, or have self-referred, to them. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
the answer to question S4W-11719 by Kenny MacAskill on 20 December 2012, what the average 
payment from the fund has been in 2012-13 and was in (a) 2010-11 and (b) 2011-12. 

 (S4W-12594) 



Kenny MacAskill: The average payment from the fund over the period 1 April 2012 to 31 December 
2012 is £423.33. The average for the last two years since March 2011 has been £425.35. There is no 
average payment from fund over period 2010-2011 as this was the year the fund was established. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
the answer to question S4W-11719 by Kenny MacAskill on 20 December 2012, when it will publish the 
Victims and Witnesses Bill. 

 (S4W-12595) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government published the Victims and Witnesses (Scotland) Bill on 
6 February 2013. The Bill and accompanying documents can be viewed online at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/576.aspx. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S4O-01687 by Michael Russell on 16 January 2013 (Official Report, 
c.15514), whether it plans to hold further discussions with the University of London regarding the 
University Marine Biological Station Millport and what it considers the economic impact of the station 
closing would be. 

 (S4W-12596) 

Michael Russell: The Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning met with the 
University of London and other stakeholders on 17 January 2013. Discussions were constructive and 
a second meeting was scheduled for February 2013. 

As the economic development agency for the area, Highland and Islands Enterprise commissioned 
Sneddon Economics Ltd to carry out an independent economic impact study to outline the socio-
economic importance of the Station to the island of Cumbrae. According to that study, completed on 7 
January 2013, the total direct and indirect economic impact of the Station was 37 full time equivalent 
jobs. It also recognised that the socio-economic impact of the station extended beyond employment to 
the social fabric of Cumbrae. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many alleged offenders have appeared in court to face charges in relation to their original offence 
following a failure to pay or complete a fiscal direct penalty, in each year since 2009. 

 (S4W-12620) 

Kenny MacAskill: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether there are age 
restrictions for applying for support from the student loans company. 

 (S4W-12739) 

Michael Russell: Student loans are paid under The Education (Student Loans) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2007 as amended. These regulations state that a student who is 55 or over at the start of 
their course is not eligible for a living cost loan. 

Students eligible for a student loan at the start of a course retain their eligibility and as a result can 
be in receipt of a student loan when aged 55 or over. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what limits there are on 
student support for people aged over 55 at the date on which a course commences. 

 (S4W-12740) 

Michael Russell: A student who is 55 or over at the start of their course is not eligible for a living 
cost loan. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/576.aspx


There is however no age restriction with regards to tuition fees and bursaries, therefore eligible 
Scottish domiciled students studying full-time in Scotland are not required to pay tuition fees if 
studying for a first degree or an HN qualification. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether there are age 
restrictions in relation to student support when applying to study for a postgraduate teaching 
qualification. 

 (S4W-12741) 

Michael Russell: Postgraduate teaching qualifications are funded at undergraduate level and are 
subject to the same restrictions as set out in response to the answers to questions S4W-12739 and 
S4W-12740 on 19 February 2013. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what recent 
discussions it has had with the UK Government regarding student support. 

 (S4W-12742) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government has had no recent discussions with the UK Government 
regarding student support. 

 

Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale) (Scottish National Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government whether the practice of using the names of deceased children as 
identities for undercover officers has been the practice in Scotland and, if it has not made enquiries 
into this matter, whether it will do so. 

 (S4W-12921) 

Kenny MacAskill: The practice of using the names of deceased children as identities for 
undercover officers has never been the practice in any of Scotland’s eight police forces or the Scottish 
Crime and Drug Enforcement Agency. This has been confirmed by Chief Constable House. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what countries are in 
receipt of support through its International Development Fund. 

 (S4W-12599) 

Humza Yousaf: The Scottish Government International Development Fund currently supports 
projects in Malawi, Rwanda, Tanzania, Zambia, India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. More 
details can be found on the Scottish Government website: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/International/int-dev. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much has been 
allocated by its International Development Fund in each year since 2004-05. 

 (S4W-12600) 

Humza Yousaf: The Scottish Government International Development Fund began in the 2005-06 
financial year. Spend for each complete financial year since then is outlined in the following table. 

Year Amount 

2005-06 £1,845,385 

2006-07 £2,749,041 

2007-08 £4,481,211 

2008-09 £5,999,999 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/International/int-dev


Year Amount 

2009-10 £5,298,376 

2010-11 £9,000,000 

2011-12 £9,000,000 

 

It should be noted that in 2007-08 the baseline International Development Fund budget was 
£3,000,000. This was supplemented by an additional £1,481,211 which was not baselined at that 
stage into the International Development Fund budget. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what criteria are used 
when determining the countries that will receive support through its International Development Fund. 

 (S4W-12601) 

Humza Yousaf: Scotland’s International Development Fund has been designed to reflect our 
historic relationship with countries such as Malawi as well as our contemporary links with South Asia 
through our diasporan communities. The Scottish Government also takes a country’s ranking on the 
Human Development Index (HDI) into account when considering which areas to support. The HDI is a 
comparative measure of life expectancy, literacy, education, standards of living, and quality of life for 
countries worldwide. To support those in greatest need and the most vulnerable Scottish Government 
funding is awarded to countries with a low HDI rating. More details are available on our website: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/International/int-dev. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how often (a) the 
Minister for External Affairs and International Development and (b) its officials liaises with UK 
Government (i) ministers and (ii) officials to discuss international development. 

 (S4W-12602) 

Humza Yousaf: Scottish Government officials regularly liaise with their UK counterparts to discuss a 
range of issues including International Development. Both the Cabinet Secretary for Culture and 
External Affairs and the Minister for External Affairs and International Development have written to 
Justine Greening, the UK Secretary of State for International Development to request a meeting 
following her appointment in September. A mutually convenient date for this meeting is still to be 
arranged. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government which non-
governmental organisations it is working in partnership with regarding its International Development 
Fund and what criteria are used to determine these. 

 (S4W-12605) 

Humza Yousaf: The full list of organisations that have received funding through the Scottish 
Government International Development Programme is set out in the following table. 

The International Development Fund also provides core funding to the Network of International 
Development Organisations Scotland (NIDOS), the Scotland Malawi Partnership (SMP) and the 
Scottish Fair Trade Forum. 

All of our funding is awarded following an independent assessment process. Applications are 
assessed against the criteria set out in the call for funding which are published online alongside the 
application papers for each funding round, details of which are set out on the Scottish Government 
website at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/International/int-dev  

Active Learning Centre 
International Network of Street 
Papers 

Sanday School 

Adam Smith College Inverclyde Council Save the Children 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/International/int-dev
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/International/int-dev


Advanced Life Support in 
Obstetrics 

Islamic Centre Glasgow SCIAF 

Balfron High School Islamic Relief Worldwide SCOTDEC 

Bell College ITCHES World Care Scotland Malawi Business Group 

Books Abroad IRPS Scotland's Buddhist Vihara 

CONGOMA - SCVO 
James Hutton Institute 
(Macaulay Land Use Research 
Institute) 

Scotland-Malawi Mental Health 
Education Project 

Challenges Worldwide Jubilee Scotland 
Scotland Malawi Partnership 
(SMP) 

Child First 
Leonard Cheshire Disability 
Scotland 

Scottish Agricultural College 

Child Support Project Leprosy Mission Scotland 
Scottish Churches World 
Exchange 

Christian Aid 
Link Community Development 
Scotland 

Scottish Crop Research Institute 

Christian Blind Mission Lothian Zambia Partnership Scottish International Relief 

Christian Engineers in 
Development 

Maime Martin Fund Sense Scotland 

Church of Scotland Making Wonders SKIP 

Civic Computing Malawi at St Magnus Scottish Police College 

Commonwealth Local 
Government Forum 

Malawi Institute of Tourism Stenhouse Primary School 

Concern Worldwide Malawi Tomorrow Tearfund 

Deaf Action Malawi Trade School Ucare Foundation 

Development Education 
Centres 

Mary's Meals (Scottish 
International Relief) 

UNICEF 

Dundee School of Medicine Medical Aid for Palestinians University of Edinburgh 

Edinburgh Direct Aid Mercy Corps Scotland University of Glasgow 

EMMS International Mission Aviation Fellowship Glasgow Caledonian University 

Enterprising Global Citizen 
Consortium 

Moffat Centre The Open University 

Equalexchange National Library of Scotland University of St Andrews 

Eurotalk Interactive NHS Tayside University of Stirling 

The Fair Trading 
Partnership 

NIDOS University of Strathclyde 

Friends of African Nursing North Lanarkshire Council University of the West of Scotland 

Glasgow City Council and 
The Raven Trust 

Opportunity International Venture Trust Malawi 

Glasgow the Caring City Oxfam VSO 



Global Concerns Trust Queen Margaret University Waverly Care 

Healing Wounds Red Cross Society Westgate Medical Centre 

IDEAS Rosewell High School WWF 

Imani Development 
Royal College of Paediatrics and 
Child Health   

Interact Worldwide 
Royal Commonwealth Society 
for the Blind (Sightsavers)   

 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will publish the addressees to which the Deputy First Minister sent her letter on 
EU membership. 

 (S4W-12657) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The letter was sent to the foreign ministries of each EU Member State via their 
Embassy or High Commission in the UK. 

Transport Scotland 

Dennis Robertson (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it can improve connectivity and reduce waiting times between railway stations on the 
Inverness to Aberdeen line and the rest of the country. 

 (S4W-12655) 

Keith Brown: Transport Scotland is working closely with Network Rail and ScotRail to introduce 
service enhancements on the Aberdeen to Inverness route this year. Further service and infrastructure 
enhancements are planned during the next control period which runs from 2014 to 2019. These 
enhancements will improve connectivity and waiting times. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
people who are temporarily disabled can apply for a Blue Badge on a temporary basis. 

 (S4W-12783) 

Keith Brown: Yes. An individual who is temporarily disabled can apply for a Blue Badge on a 
temporary basis. A temporary badge will be issued where an individual is assessed by the local 
authority as being unable to walk or virtually unable to walk by reason of a temporary but substantial 
disability which is likely to last for a period of at least 12 months beginning with the date on which the 
badge is issued. 


