
Friday 22 February 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Crown Office 

 Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many working 
days have been lost by (a) witnesses, (b) legal aid lawyers and (c) court staff attending court for trials 
that did not take place in each year since 2007. 

Holding answer issued: 31 January 2013 (S4W-12308) 

Frank Mulholland: This information in respect of part (a) is not held. 

Matters relating to legal aid fall under the responsibility of the Scottish Legal Aid Board. I have asked 
the chief executive of that organisation to write to the member. 

Matters relating to court staff fall under the responsibility of the Scottish Courts Service. I have asked 
the chief executive of that organisation to write to the member. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many working 
days have been lost by (a) witnesses, (b) legal aid lawyers and (c) court staff attending court for trials 
that were cancelled due to lack of court time in each year since 2007. 

 

Holding answer issued: 31 January 2013 (S4W-12309) 

Frank Mulholland: This information in respect of part (a) is not held.  

Matters relating to legal aid fall under the responsibility of the Scottish Legal Aid Board. I have asked 
the chief executive of that organisation to write to the member. 

Matters relating to court staff fall under the responsibility of the Scottish Courts Service. I have asked 
the chief executive of that organisation to write to the member 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the cost has been 
of citing witnesses to take part in trials then sending them home due to lack of court time in each year 
since 2007. 

Holding answer issued: 4 February 2013 (S4W-12405) 

Frank Mulholland: This information is not held 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much of the heat produced at the Steven’s Croft Biomass Power Station in Lockerbie is used and 
how much is vented. 

 (S4W-12666) 

Fergus Ewing: E.ON, the operator of the Steven’s Croft station, reports that last year it exported 
approximately 21 Gigawatt hours (GWh) of heat from Steven’s Croft to neighbouring customers. The 
remaining heat is used within the steam turbine to generate electricity. 

 

Colin Beattie (Midlothian North and Musselburgh) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government , further to the answer to question S4W-11471 by Fergus Ewing on 6 December 
2012, what progress has been made with the plans for the stakeholder event in Spring 2013.  

 (S4W-12668) 

Fergus Ewing: Following my very useful meeting with stakeholders on 9 November 2012, I have 
arranged a further stakeholder event for 30 April 2013. 



Since the meeting in November I have written to payday loan companies in the UK and I am pleased 
that representatives from some of the payday loan companies, including the Consumer Finance 
Association have expressed an interest in discussing the pressing issues we have debated in 
Parliament in the last couple of weeks. 

I will continue to work with stakeholders to fully consider the issues and to find further solutions to 
the problems faced by indebted people in Scotland who have found themselves in difficulties because 
of payday borrowing. 

 

Colin Beattie (Midlothian North and Musselburgh) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on whether the potential benefits of wind farms outweigh 
those of established activities such as tourism. 

 (S4W-12676) 

Fergus Ewing: It is not a question of whether the benefits of one outweigh the benefits of the other. 
We are committed to ensuring that the renewable energy sector and the tourism industry continue to 
flourish side by side. Therefore, we have already committed to examining the need for further research 
into the impact of wind farms on tourism. 

In its report on the achievability of the Scottish Government’s renewable energy targets of 23 
November 2012, the Energy, Enterprise and Tourism Committee stated that it “has seen no empirical 
evidence which demonstrates that the tourism industry in Scotland will be adversely affected by the 
wider deployment of renewable energy projects, particularly onshore and offshore wind.“ and that “no 
witness has provided the Committee with robust, empirical evidence, as opposed to anecdotal 
comment and opinion, that tourism is being negatively affected by the development of renewable 
projects.” 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
safeguards have been built into the procurement process for a new operator for the Cairngorm 
funicular railway and associated facilities to ensure that the adjacent Cairngorms Special Protection 
Area and Special Area of Conservation will not be adversely affected. 

 (S4W-12677) 

Fergus Ewing: This is an operational matter for Highlands and Islands Enterprise. I will ask its chief 
executive to write to you in this regard. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with (a) Highlands and Islands Enterprise, (b) the Cairngorms National Park 
Authority and (c) The Highland Council to ensure that the Cairngorm funicular railway operates in a 
manner that does not adversely affect the integrity of the Cairngorms Special Protection Area and 
Special Area of Conservation. 

 (S4W-12678) 

Fergus Ewing: Ministers and officials meet representatives of Highlands and Islands Enterprise, the 
Cairngorms National Park Authority and The Highland Council on a frequent basis to discuss a wide 
range of issues. I am not aware that the operation of the Cairngorm funicular railway in relation to the 
Cairngorms Special Protection Area and Special Area of Conservation has formed a specific part of 
those discussions. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
liability a future operator of the Cairngorm funicular railway and its associated facilities will have for 
any adverse impact on a qualifying interest of the Cairngorms Special Protection Area or Special Area 
of Conservation resulting from its management. 

 (S4W-12679) 

Fergus Ewing: This is an operational matter for Highlands and Islands Enterprise. I will ask its chief 
executive to write to you in this regard. 



Finance 

 James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
responsibilities the Government Actuary’s Department has to the Scottish Government in respect of 
pensions for Scottish police officers. 

 (S4W-12646) 

John Swinney: The Government Actuary’s Department are commissioned by the Scottish 
Government to undertake full valuations of all public sector schemes, using appropriate financial and 
demographic assumptions; and to recommend the contribution rate to be paid by the employers who 
participate in the scheme. They also provide actuarial advice to other public sector pension schemes 
where Scottish Ministers have responsibilities, as and when required. 

 

Colin Beattie (Midlothian North and Musselburgh) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how it ensures that its procurement contracts safeguard jobs in Scotland. 

 (S4W-12674) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government uses community benefit clauses in public procurement 
contracts to achieve our national outcome of more and better employment opportunities for people in 
Scotland. 

Since the Scottish Government published guidance on Community Benefits in Procurement in 2008, 
commitments by the Scottish public sector to employ over 3,500 new workers via targeted recruitment 
and training opportunities has been achieved. 

We intend to use the forthcoming Procurement Reform Bill to introduce a statutory requirement that 
public sector bodies include community benefit clauses in all new major public contracts and that 
those in receipt of major public contracts publish their commitments and target updates on training, 
apprenticeships and performance. 

 

Sandra White (Glasgow Kelvin) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much money in fines revenue was remitted to HM Treasury in 2011-12, broken down by type of fine. 

 (S4W-12926) 

John Swinney: The total paid to HM Treasury during 2011-12 from the Scottish Consolidated Fund 
was £32 million in respect of fines. 

The total paid is made up of £28.5 million received from Scottish Government Justice Finance on 
behalf of the Scottish Court Service in 2011-12 and £3.5 million paid into the fund in 2010-11 but not 
remitted to HM Treasury until 2011-12.  

The fund does not hold any further breakdown of the sums remitted.  

Governance and Communities 

 Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
publish information on public sector bodies' performance against planning targets. 

 (S4W-12585) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government will be publishing a Scotland-wide report that will provide 
a summary of information collated from the annual performance reports by each planning authority 
and key agency. It is expected that each organisation will make their own annual report available on 
the web. 

The Scottish Government publishes statistics on a quarterly basis that sets out the performance of 
planning authorities on different types of planning applications. This information guides authorities who 
benchmark against other comparable authorities and helps to focus attempts to improve efficiency. 
These statistics are not formally recognised as planning targets. 

 



Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what analysis it has 
commissioned of (a) changes in the number of planning staff employed by local authorities and (b) 
what skills shortages exist. 

 (S4W-12634) 

Derek Mackay: The new Planning Performance Frameworks have been designed to give local 
authorities the opportunity to provide information on their organisational structure and the level of staff 
within that structure. As these were the first ever Planning Performance Frameworks, the level of 
information provided by each authority varies greatly. However, we will work with Heads of Planning 
Scotland (HoPS) to refine the requirements for the next round of frameworks to enable more accurate 
analysis. 

Similarly, the frameworks allow authorities the opportunity to identify the skill sets available to them 
within their organisation and what measures have been introduced to encourage a culture of 
continuous improvement. It is useful to have a record of this information and the Scottish Government 
has committed a further £20,000 this year to HoPS to help further develop skills. Since 2006, the 
Scottish Government has invested over £2.7 million in local authority skills development through the 
Planning Development Programme. However, it is ultimately the responsibility of each authority to 
ensure that they possess the skills necessary to carry out their planning duties effectively and 
efficiently. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it will evaluate 
whether planning authorities have met its expectations in dealing with planning applications. 

 (S4W-12635) 

Derek Mackay: The issue of performance is a key strand of planning reform and the Scottish 
Government is fully committed to ensuring that planning realises its potential in aiding economic 
recovery. The Scottish Government in partnership with COSLA are establishing a high level group to 
monitor and review the performance of planning authorities and to consider proposals to link 
performance with wider reform of planning fees. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
a breakdown by (a) local authority and (b) purpose of the allocation of £673,000 to planning 
departments for 2013-14 and whether the impact will be monitored. 

 (S4W-12636) 

Derek Mackay: A breakdown of the bids by local authority is available from the planning - 
renewable energy page of the Scottish Government’s website: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/National-Planning-
Policy/themes/renewables/windresources. Individual bids, which have also been made available on 
the website, set out the local purpose of the allocation. We will return to planning authorities later this 
year to understand what impact the funds have made. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of the impact on carbon emissions of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 requirement 
for new developments to comply with (a) increased CO2 emission reductions and (b) the provision of 
on-site renewables, broken down by (i) local authority and (ii) type of development. 

 (S4W-12638) 

Derek Mackay: We have reported to the Scottish Parliament annually since 2011 on the operation 
of Section 72 of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009, as required by and within the terms of 
Section 73 of the Act. This year’s report will be laid before the Scottish Parliament by 1 April. Previous 
year’s reports have the following laying numbers: SG/2011/21 and SG/2012/38. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what issues Scottish 
Natural Heritage will monitor in relation to hill tracks. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/National-Planning-Policy/themes/renewables/windresources
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/National-Planning-Policy/themes/renewables/windresources


 (S4W-12639) 

Derek Mackay: Monitoring of all tracks to ensure compliance with planning control is, as is the case 
for all development, primarily the responsibility of the relevant planning authority. 

Scottish Natural Heritage’s good practice guidance in respect of upland tracks is currently being 
updated and will be published shortly. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what issues will be 
considered in the review of strategic development plans. 

 (S4W-12640) 

Derek Mackay: The review of strategic development plans will consider whether the current 
procedural arrangements and approaches to the preparation of these plans are fit for purpose. The 
review will commence in Summer 2013. 

Learning and Justice 

 Christina McKelvie (Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how it supports (a) college and (b) university students wanting to study abroad 
for (i) short-term periods, (ii) an academic year and (iii) complete degree periods. 

 (S4W-12712) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government is committed to supporting both college and university 
students wanting to study abroad for varying lengths of time. Funding is given to a number of 
programmes to support such outward mobility activity, including: 

The 3 week long Study China and Study India programmes.  

The Erasmus Programme through which students can study for between 3 months and an academic 
year in another European country. 

The 8-12 week long technical work placements abroad available through the International 
Association for the Exchange of Students for Technical Experience (IAESTE) programme. 

The Outward Mobility Fund through which 11 projects in 10 institutions received funding in 2012-13 
for a range of mobility periods. 

In 2014-15 the Scottish Government will launch a pilot project offering funding for up to 250 Scottish 
domiciled students undertaking their undergraduate degree in the European Union. Eligible students 
will be entitled to financial support towards their living costs and a student loan. This will be the first 
time Scottish domiciled students studying in Europe will be entitled to the same living cost support as 
students attending university in Scotland. 

Christina McKelvie (Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what plans it has to encourage (a) students and (b) school pupils to take up 
offers of studying abroad that are provided by colleges and universities. 

 (S4W-12713) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government is committed to supporting both inward and outward 
student mobility. In terms of outward mobility we provide funding to the EU Lifelong Learning 
Programme and opportunities for Scottish students to experience studying overseas through schemes 
including the Study China and Study India programmes, and through the Scottish Government’s 
Outward Mobility Fund. 

We are also supporting the NUS Scotland led Developing Scotland’s Global Citizens project which 
aims to increase awareness amongst school pupils and students of the availability and benefits of 
studying overseas; and we are enabling Scottish students to undertake technical work placements 
abroad through the International Association for the Exchange of Students for Technical Experience 
(IAESTE) programme. 

 



Christina McKelvie (Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what benefits it considers studying abroad brings to (a) students, (b) school 
pupils, (c) academic institutions and (d) the economy. 

 (S4W-12715) 

Michael Russell: Studying abroad can open up opportunities for any young person, whatever stage 
of life and education they are at, including the chance to learn another language, experience different 
cultures, traditions and develop broader perspectives. Study abroad experiences can therefore help 
students and school pupils become more tolerant, understanding and responsible global citizens - 
enhancing their skills and ultimately making them more employable. 

Furthermore, it supports the international collaboration work undertaken by academic institutions 
and helps the sector remains internationally competitive and truly excellent in world terms, creating a 
more successful country, with opportunities for all of Scotland to flourish, through increasing 
sustainable economic growth. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Graeme Dey (Angus South) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether there 
have been changes to the number of its special advisers and their responsibilities since January 2013 
and what the costs are of employing the special adviser team. 

 (S4W-13213) 

John Swinney: The estimated costs of employing Special Advisers for the current financial year is 
£922,678, a real terms decrease of £60,389 from the 12 month cost of the 2006-07 Special Adviser 
team which, when up-rated to 2012-13 prices, cost £983,067. Costs for 2013-14 are estimated to fall 
further to £912,956 in nominal terms (£895,055 in 2012-13 prices), a real terms decrease of £88,012 
below 2006-07 levels. 
Stephen Gethins left the Scottish Government, on 2 January 2013. Ewan Crawford was appointed on 
13 February 2013, on a part-time basis, and joins as a Senior Special Adviser supporting Ministers on 
Government Strategy and Constitutional Issues. 
As a result of Stephen Gethins’ departure, Malcolm Fleming has assumed responsibility for Energy, 
Rural Affairs and Environment. Alexander Anderson has replaced him in supporting the First Minister’s 
Private Office and contributing to keynote speeches. 
In total, there are 13 Special Advisers. They are appointed in accordance with Part 1 of the 
Constitutional Reform and Governance Act 2010 by the First Minister as a Special Adviser for the 
purpose of providing assistance to the Scottish Ministers.  
Their specific responsibilities are as follows: 

Name Role Appointed 

Geoff Aberdein  Chief of Staff 
 Responsible for the First Minister's 

strategic programme in Government 

 First Minister’s senior intermediary with 
key internal & external stakeholders 

 Coordination of the Special Adviser 
team  

 Policy support on Commonwealth 
Games & Sport portfolio 

 

26 May 2011 

Stuart Nicolson 
 Head of Communications  

 Senior Political Spokesperson 

26 May 2011 

Noel Dolan 
 Senior Special Adviser to the Deputy 

First Minister 

 Policy advice on Infrastructure & 

26 May 2011 



Name Role Appointed 

Investment portfolio 

 Policy advice on Welfare  

Liz Lloyd 
 Deputy Head of Communications & 

Political Spokesperson 

 Lead on online and new media 

30 January 2012 

Alexander Anderson 
 Support to the First Minister’s Private 

Office 

 Contributing to FM’s keynote speeches 
and new media 

 Support on Transport Issues 

8 October 2012 

Malcolm Fleming 
 Policy advice on Energy, Rural Affairs 

and the Environment portfolios 

 Policy advice on International 
Development portfolio 

25 July 2011 

John MacInnes 
 Lead on political research  

 Support for First Minister’s Questions  

 Support to the Communications Special 
Advisers 

3 June 2011 

Alex Bell 
 Head of Policy Development  

 Policy advice on Culture (including 
Broadcasting) & External Affairs 
portfolio 

 Policy advice on Defence. 

26 May 2011 

Ewan Crawford (p/t) 
 Senior Special Adviser supporting 

Ministers on Government Strategy and 
Constitutional Issues 

13 February 2013 

Colin McAllister 
 Deputy Head of Policy Development 

 Education & Lifelong Learning portfolio 
overview 

 Finance, Employment and Sustainable 
Growth portfolio overview 

3 October 2012 

David Hutchison 
 Policy advice on the Health & Wellbeing 

portfolio 

 Lead on FOI legislation 

8 June 2011 

John McFarlane 
 Policy advice on Justice portfolio 

 Policy advice on Parliamentary 
Business portfolio, including engaging 

26 May 2011 



Name Role Appointed 

with Parliamentary Liaison Officers 

Delancy Johansson 
 Policy advice on Finance, Employment 

and Sustainable Growth portfolio (other 
than Energy)  

 Policy advice on the Council of 
Economic Advisers 

8 October 2012 

Notes: 
1. Total costs include salary, ERNIC and employer pension contributions. The level of the employer 
ERNIC and pension contributions is not a matter for the Scottish Government. Estimate based on 
current team of 13 Special Advisers being in post for the remainder of 2012-13. 
2. Salary, ERNIC, employer pension contributions and total costs figures have been converted into 
real terms (2012-13 prices) to adjust for inflation using HM Treasury deflators, published in December 
2012. These were the latest available deflators at the time of calculation on 20 February 2013. It 
should be noted that the 2012-13 deflator is based on OBR forecast data from the UK Government 
Autumn Statement, December 2012. 
3. See 2 for details on uprating. 

Transport Scotland 

 Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
support it will provide to the North East of Scotland Transport Partnership in commissioning a study of 
the cost and feasibility of reopening the Formartine and Buchan railway line. 

 (S4W-12633) 

Keith Brown: While we have received no formal proposal for the reopening of the Formartine and 
Buchan railway line, the Scottish Government is keen to improve access to the rail network across 
Scotland. 

In considering proposals to reopen former railway lines and stations, it is necessary for the Scottish 
Government to take a strategic view and fully consider the impact on the whole network. Determining 
the potential benefits to new passengers against the negative impact on existing passengers, while 
robustly assessing the value for money and affordability are essential. The long-term demand, the 
operational and engineering feasibilities, subsidy implications to the Scottish Government and initial 
capital costs must be considered in detail. 

I understand that promoters of the Formartine and Buchan line are currently discussing their 
proposals with the North East of Scotland Transport Partnership (Nestrans). Transport Scotland would 
be happy to offer advice, if Nestrans decide that the proposal merits further consideration. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what support it will provide for a feasibility study into the reopening of the 
Formartine and Buchan railway line. 

 (S4W-12941) 

Keith Brown: While we have received no formal proposal for the reopening of the Formartine and 
Buchan railway line, the Scottish Government is keen to improve access to the rail network across 
Scotland. 

In considering proposals to reopen former railway lines and stations, it is necessary for the Scottish 
Government to take a strategic view and fully consider the impact on the whole network. Determining 
the potential benefits to new passengers against the negative impact on existing passengers, while 
robustly assessing the value for money and affordability are essential. The long-term demand, the 
operational and engineering feasibilities, subsidy implications to the Scottish Government and initial 
capital costs must be considered in detail. 

I understand that promoters of the Formartine and Buchan line are currently discussing their 
proposals with the North East of Scotland Transport Partnership (Nestrans). Transport Scotland would 
be happy to offer advice, if Nestrans decide that the proposal merits further consideration. 


