
Tuesday 26 February 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Crown Office 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many fiscal direct penalties for (a) motor and (b) other offences have been withdrawn for mandatory 
reasons in each year since 2009. 

Holding answer issued: 25 February 2013 (S4W-12621) 

Lesley Thomson: This information is not held centrally 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many fiscal direct penalties have been withdrawn at the Procurator Fiscal’s discretion for (a) a failure 
to pay or complete a fiscal direct penalty and (b) other reasons in each year since 2009. 

Holding answer issued: 25 February 2013 (S4W-12622) 

Lesley Thomson: This information is not held centrally 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many people have appeared in court to face charges in relation to their original offence after their 
fiscal direct penalty has been (a) refused and (b) recalled in each year since 2009. 

Holding answer issued: 25 February 2013 (S4W-12623) 

Lesley Thomson: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Enterprise and Environment 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what discussions it has had (a) nationally and (b) internationally regarding plans 
to deal with future environmental epidemics. 

 (S4W-12788) 

Paul Wheelhouse: British Irish Council Environment Ministers’ meetings offer a specific opportunity 
to co-ordinate a response to threats posed by, for example, tree and plant pests and parasites. Most 
recently on 7 September 2012, at Vogrie Country Park, ministers’ heard evidence from the Joint 
Nature Conservation Committee and discussed strengthening co-ordination of efforts to overcome 
threats posed to biodiversity by invasive non-native species and exotic tree and plant pests and 
diseases. We have regular discussions with counterparts in Defra and in other devolved 
administrations about plans to address environmental threats which may have adverse consequences 
for the natural environment; however, international discussions are currently led, on behalf of devolved 
administration interests, by the UK Government. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many sites in Scotland are infected with ash dieback. 

 (S4W-12789) 

Paul Wheelhouse: As of 15 February 2013, as indicated in a letter of 19 February 2013 to the Rural 
Affairs, Climate Change and Environment Committee, the number of sites in Scotland where ash 
dieback had been confirmed was 42, out of 378 across the UK including two nurseries in Scotland, 32 
recently planted sites and eight sites in the wider environment. 

As survey work continues, infections may be found at more sites although at this time of year it 
should be stressed that these represent the discovery of sites already infected and not sites that have 
become infected since the initial rapid survey, as the disease is dormant during the winter months. 



 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-12483 by Paul Wheelhouse on 30 
January 2013, whether it will provide more information on the recent records from (a) Strathspey, (b) 
Loch Ard in Stirlingshire, (c) the Plockton area, (d) Ross and Cromarty and (e) Mudalach birch wood 
on Skye. 

 (S4W-12795) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12483 on 30 January 2013 
which has now been amended to remove Loch Ard in Stirlingshire, the Plockton area, Ross and 
Cromarty, and Mudalach birch wood on Skye as areas in Scotland that are known to be populated by 
the narrow-headed ant. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

The core population (over 80% of the UK total) of narrow-headed ants occurs within the forest 
complex of Abernethy-Glenmore-Rothiemurchus in Speyside. 

The queens of narrow-headed ants have very poor dispersal capabilities and cannot cross patches 
of non-suitable habitat, therefore they probably are unable to adapt or disperse adequately in the face 
of rapid ecological change. 

The distribution and population status of narrow-headed ants (Formica exsecta) in Scotland 

Locality of F. exsecta Current population size 

Mar Lodge Estate Two or three nests. Probably under - recorded in east 
Cairngorms. 

Carrbridge, Speyside More than 16 nests 

Glenmore, Rothiemurchus, 
Speyside 

110 to more than 130 nests, although many recorded are 
probably small “satellite” nests. 

Abernethy Forest, Speyside More than 150 nests although many are probably small 
“satellite” nests. 

Black Wood of Rannoch, 
Perthshire 

Around six nests within a field at East Camghouran farm 
(possibly another six un-mapped nests nearby). 

Plodda Falls, Glen Affric, 
Invernesshire 

Possibly Extinct 
Unconfirmed record with no specimens. 
Not confirmed by recent surveys 

Amat Forest, Easter Ross Possibly Extinct 
Confirmed record with specimen. 
Not confirmed by recent surveys. 

Source: Hughes, J. (2006). A review of wood ants (Hymenoptera: Formicidae) in Scotland. 
Scottish Natural Heritage Commissioned Report No. 178 (ROAME No. F04AC319). 
http://www.snh.org.uk/pdfs/publications/commissioned_reports/F04AC319.pdf 

Finance 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
correspondence it has had with the Home Office since May 2007 regarding the review of commutation 
tables in respect of Scottish police officers' pensions and on what dates.  

 (S4W-12650) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government regrets that the information requested can only be 
obtained at disproportionate cost. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
adjudications by the Pensions Ombudsman in relation to police pension commutation will apply 
equally in Scotland and the rest of the UK. 

 (S4W-12653) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Pensions Ombudsman has powers that apply throughout the UK. These are 
covered in section 151 of the Pensions Schemes Act 1993. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.snh.org.uk/pdfs/publications/commissioned_reports/F04AC319.pdf


 

Sandra White (Glasgow Kelvin) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much money in fines revenue has been remitted to HM Treasury in each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-12927) 

John Swinney: The sums that have been paid to the UK Treasury from the Scottish Consolidated 
Fund for each year from 1999-2000 to 2011-12 in respect of fines forfeitures and fixed penalties is 
given in the table. 
 
The figures extracted from the accounts of the Scottish Consolidated Fund relate to the value of 
fines, forfeitures and fixed penalties paid to HM Treasury during any given year. It should be noted 
that the value remitted in a given year does not directly relate to the value of fines imposed in that 
year. Fines are not necessarily paid over in the financial year in which they are collected. 

  

 

YEAR £(m) 

1999-00 13.0 

2000-01 14.5 

2001-02
1
 27.1 

2002-03 20.8 

2003-04 31.1 

2004-05 36.6 

2005-06 41.8 

2006-07 35.9 

2007-08 26.1 

2008-09 0 

2009-10
2
 57.7 

2010-11 32.9 

2011-12 32.0 

 

 
Note: 1. Includes £3.8 million which was applicable to 2000-01. 
Note: 2. In 2008-09 a new Designated Receipts Order came into force and £32.2 million due to 
be paid to HM Treasury was held until completion of the annual audit. The Order reclassified 
fines resulting from Justice of the Peace business as non-designated therefore relieving us of 
the obligation to pay £4.1 million for 2008-09 to HM Treasury. 
 

 

Mark McDonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it last received correspondence from Aberdeen City Council regarding local 
government funding. 

 (S4W-13122) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has regular correspondence with all local authorities 
through COSLA. Aberdeen City Council did, however write to the Scottish Government recently 
regarding the Business Rates Incentivisation Scheme (BRIS). In my response I confirmed that in line 
with the agreed rules governing the scheme, the 2012-13 BRIS targets were not fixed and were 
currently subject to review and final agreement with COSLA. 

Governance and Communities 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
its agencies employ on zero hours contracts, broken down by agency. 

 (S4W-12793) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government and its agencies do not employ people on zero hours 
contracts. 



 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
reported budget restraints facing local authorities, what action it is taking to support the voluntary 
sector in delivering high-quality services. 

 (S4W-12808) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government will be providing local government in Scotland with over 
£9.7 billion in revenue funding in 2013-14. The vast majority of this funding, including any funding to 
support the voluntary sector will be provided by means of a block grant. It is the responsibility of each 
local authority to allocate the total financial resources available to it on the basis of local needs and 
priorities having first fulfilled its statutory obligations and the jointly agreed set of national and local 
priorities including the Scottish Government’s key strategic objectives. 

Full and early involvement of the third sector in the co-production of service design and planning is 
likely to lead to arrangements that are satisfactory to all parties and the role of the community planning 
partnership is key here. The Scottish Government also supports the third sector by supporting the 
network of local third sector interfaces and through Ready for Business and Just Enterprise. 

The Scottish Government is implementing a shift to preventative spending, with specific funding of 
£500 million over the three year period to 2014-15 to encourage joint working across the public sector 
in adult social care, early years and tackling re-offending. The funding will support a transition across 
public services away from dealing with the symptoms of disadvantage and inequality towards tackling 
their root causes. The third sector has a crucial role to play in delivery, because of its specialist 
expertise, its ability to engage with vulnerable groups and its flexible and innovative approach. We are 
working across Government and with the third sector and the public sector to ensure that the role of 
the third sector in preventative spending can be maximised. 

 

Mark McDonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether charities that have authority to operate in Scotland but are registered only in 
England and Wales have to meet the same registration conditions in Scotland. 

 (S4W-13119) 

John Swinney: By law in Scotland only bodies which are entered in the Scottish Charity Register 
may refer to themselves as a “Scottish charity” or “a charity registered in Scotland”. 

Some bodies which operate from other parts of the UK or abroad can call themselves a “charity”, but 
they must also refer to the fact that they are based in another country e.g. “a charity registered in 
England and Wales” or “a French charity”. Additionally, they cannot occupy land or premises or carry 
out activities in shops etc. in Scotland. 

The regulation of English and Welsh charities is set out in separate Westminster legislation, 
principally the Charities Act 2011. 

 

Mark McDonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the use of door-to-door collection bags by charities is subject to the same rules 
as other types of charitable collection. 

 (S4W-13120) 

John Swinney: The current public charitable collection legislation provides for the collection from 
the public of money for charitable purposes taken either in a public place or by means of visits from 
place to place. 

Sections 84 to 92 of the Charities and Trustees (Scotland) Act 2005, which have not yet been 
commenced, set out a new system of licensing public benevolent collections, which includes 
collections of money, direct debits and goods. 

In 2010 officials conducted a consultation with local authorities on introducing the provisions of 
sections 84 to 92. The consultation findings showed there was little appetite for changing the current 
regulatory scheme and a number of local authorities voiced concerned that any new licensing scheme 
could be an unnecessary administrative burden. 



 

Mark McDonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action can be taken against charities that operate without authority. 

 (S4W-13121) 

John Swinney: Under the Charities and Trustees Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 (the Act) the 
Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) has a variety of powers to investigate charities (including those 
calling themselves charities that may not actually be charities) and bodies which are controlled by 
charities. 

Following an inquiry OSCR has further powers to take action. These powers include directing a body 
which is not actually a charity to stop representing itself as such. Where there has been misconduct, 
OSCR can suspend any person who is involved in the management of the charity where that person 
has been responsible for or has contributed to the misconduct. OSCR can also direct the charity so to 
limit the transactions it can enter into without OSCR’s consent, and it can direct financial institutions 
not to part with money held on behalf of a charity (i.e. freeze bank accounts). 

Charity fundraising is mostly governed on a self-regulating basis and the Fundraising Standards 
Board is the independent self-regulatory body in the UK. There are some additional provisions about 
fund raising by professional bodies in the Act. 

Health and Social Care 

Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale) (Scottish National Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government when it will publish the criteria for access to the Rare Conditions 
Medicines Fund and whether the fund will be distributed on a first-come-first-served basis or allocated 
across NHS boards. 

 (S4W-12665) 

Alex Neil MSP: The operational arrangements for managing the Rare Conditions Medicines Fund 
are still in development. Advice for NHS boards will be provided in due course. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-11952 by Michael Matheson on 28 January 2013, to what use the £58,000 
for chronic pain in the Healthcare Improvement Scotland budget noted in document NHSBA10 to the 
Health and Sport Committee will be put. 

 (S4W-12687) 

Michael Matheson: The funding provided reimburses staff costs for expert clinical advice to support 
the improvement of chronic pain services in Scotland. Expert clinical advice includes representation on 
professional groups (such as Royal College of Anaesthetists and British Pain Association, 
development of the Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network guideline and learning sessions for 
clinicians). Reimbursement ensures there is no disruption to the provision of chronic pain services as 
a result of working on the national chronic pain service model. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-12367 by Michael Matheson on 29 January 2013, who has appointed people 
to the Scottish Chronic Pain Steering Group in the last two years and who regulates or supervises the 
group. 

 (S4W-12688) 

Michael Matheson: As noted in my response of 29 January 2013, the Scottish Chronic Pain 
Steering Group was convened by the Scottish Government to inform and develop policy and oversee 
the work programme to support NHS boards in developing chronic pain services. The group 
comprises a range of clinicians from across NHSScotland with appropriate patient and voluntary 
sector representation. The Scottish Government is represented on the membership. The group is 
supported by Healthcare Improvement Scotland. 

 



Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-12367 by Michael Matheson on 29 January 2013, whether it can confirm that 
the Scottish Chronic Pain Steering Group is not regulated by the Public Appointments Commissioner 
for Scotland. 

 (S4W-12689) 

Michael Matheson: The National Chronic Pain Steering Group was formed as an expert advisory 
group to inform policy development. It is not a public body and therefore not required to be regulated 
by the Public Appointments Commissioner for Scotland. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-12367 by Michael Matheson on 29 January 2013, who selects and what the 
method of selection is for members of the Scottish Chronic Pain Steering Group. 

 (S4W-12690) 

Michael Matheson: As advised in my response of 29 January 2013, the National Chronic Pain 
Steering Group is a multidisciplinary expert group convened by the Scottish Government. Membership 
for the group was invited from healthcare professionals and relevant stakeholders with an interest in 
informing policy to improve services for people living with chronic pain in Scotland. 

Learning and Justice 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the definition is of purposeful activity in prisons. 

Holding answer issued: 25 February 2013 (S4W-12625) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

“Rule 84(2) of The Prison and Young Offenders Institutions (Scotland) Rules 2011 defines      
purposeful activities as:  
Work education of any kind, including physical education, counselling and other rehabilitative 
programmes, vocational training and work placements outside the prison.” 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what (a) programmes and (b) activities constitute purposeful activity in prisons. 

 

Holding answer issued: 25 February 2013 (S4W-12626) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

“Purposeful activity as defined in the Prison and Young Offenders Institutions (Scotland) Rules 2011 
includes work, education, learning and employability, (including physical education) and programmes 
to address offending behaviour. 

Activities and programmes include: 
Counselling and Other Rehabilitative Programmes 
Life skills programme. 
Substance-related offending behaviour programme. 
Alcohol awareness. 
First steps. 
Drug action for change. 
Parenting programme. 
Positive parenting. 
SMART - substance abuse programme. 
Constructs. 
Female offender programme. 
Anger management. 
Controlling anger, regulating emotions. 
Violence prevention programme. 



Good lives for sex offenders. 
Youth justice programme. 
Work: 
Repair Work: bicycles, recycling machinery, prison waste, clothing etc. 
Production and Assembly Work: manufacturing garden sheds, benches, Post Office trolleys, skips, 
textiles. 
Commercial Partner Work: new initiative (still in planning). 
Packaging Work: tea and coffee work parties. 
Establishment Services: passmen, kitchen, laundry, gardens, horticulture. 
Education, including Physical Education, Vocational Training and Learning Skills and Employability 
Interventions: 
Physical education. 
Literacy assessment. 
Literacy classes. 
Numeracy classes. 
English for speakers of other languages. 
Art classes. 
Peer support. 
Music classes. 
Drama classes. 
Vocational and employability classes - painting and decorating, hairdressing and bricklaying. 
Work Placements Outside Prison; 
Community Placements - wood recycling, groundwork at football clubs, working with Phoenix Future 
Trusts. 
The Justice Committee is currently conducting an inquiry into purposeful activity.” 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what average number of hours per week convicted prisoners are engaged in purposeful activity (a) 
across the prison estate and (b) in each penal establishment. 

Holding answer issued: 25 February 2013 (S4W-12627) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

“The average number of hours per week which convicted prisoners are engaged in purposeful 
activity across a) the prison estate and b) in each prison establishment is shown in the attached table.” 

Totals 2012-13 (until end 
November 2012) 

Average per 
convicted prisoner 

Aberdeen 26 

Barlinnie 19 

Cornton Vale 22 

Dumfries 19 

Edinburgh 15 

Glenochil 18 

Greenock 21 

Inverness 22 

Low Moss 27 

Open Estate 23 

Perth 16 

Peterhead 23 

Polmont 16 

Shotts 16 



Totals 2012-13 (until end 
November 2012) 

Average per 
convicted prisoner 

Addiewell 25 

Kilmarnock 29 

Estate Average 21 

 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what targets the Scottish Prison Service has for the number of hours per week that convicted (a) 
short-term and (b) long-term prisoners should be engaged in purposeful activity. 

 

Holding answer issued: 25 February 2013 (S4W-12628) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service 
(SPS), to respond. His response is as follows: 

“The delivery of purposeful activity in the Scottish Prison Service is currently monitored through a 
Key Performance Indicator (KPI). KPIs are performance measures set by the Cabinet Secretary for 
Justice in the SPS Delivery Plan. Targets are not set for these measures and performance is 
evaluated by comparing performance against the previous years, it is therefore a mechanism of 
continuous improvement rather than specific targets. 

Purposeful activity increased by 18% in public sector prisons from 4.3 million hours in 2009-10 to 5.1 
million hours in 2011-12. Private sector hours were 1.6 million in 2010-11 and 2011-12. SPS does not 
collect information related to short term and long term prisoners who are engaged in purposeful 
activity. 

I have instigated an organisational review to ensure that SPS is more clearly aligned with the 
Scottish Government's National Performance Framework, Reducing Re-offending Agenda and Justice 
Strategy. The review will refresh the vision, mission, strategic priorities and overall operating 
philosophy of SPS and provide a better foundation upon which to design and develop purposeful 
activity.” 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the average number of hours per week convicted prisoners spend out of their cells (a) across the 
prison estate and (b) in each penal establishment. 

 

Holding answer issued: 25 February 2013 (S4W-12629) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

“The Scottish Prison Service does not collect information in this way regarding the time offenders in 
custody spend out of their cell.” 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the budget is 
for the Commission for Developing Scotland’s Young Workforce; who the members of the commission 
are; what their remuneration is, and how many staff the commission has, broken down by pay grade. 

 (S4W-13094) 

Michael Russell: The Commission for Developing Scotland’s Young Workforce does not have a 
specific programme budget. The costs of supporting staff and other costs such as travel & subsistence 
will be met from direct running costs.  



The members of the Commission are Sir Ian Wood (chair), Linda McKay (vice chair), Michael Davis, 
Sir Willie Haughey, Christine Pollock and Grahame Smith. Additional members may be added as the 
work of the Commission progresses. Members of the Commission will not be paid. 

The Commission’s secretariat currently consists of a deputy director with support from a B3 analyst. 
This is likely to be expanded to include a B3 policy officer and a B1 policy officer. The staffing 
requirements of the secretariat will be kept under review. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what recent discussion ministers have had regarding the closure of retained fire 
stations. 

 (S4W-13096) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Decisions on operational matters such as the location, provision and 
closure of fire stations, including retained ones, are currently the responsibility of the fire and rescue 
services and post 1

st
 April 2013 will be a matter for the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service. As such, 

ministers have had no discussion on this subject. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when ministers will make a statement on the future provision of retained fire 
stations. 

 (S4W-13097) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Decisions on operational matters such as the location and provision of fire 
stations, including retained ones, are currently the responsibility of the fire and rescue services and 
post on 1 April 2013 will be a matter for the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service. As such, ministers have 
no intention of making a statement on this subject. 

Transport Scotland 

Dennis Robertson (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it can improve the commuter links between Stonehaven and Aberdeen to promote 
commuting by public transport instead of driving. 

 (S4W-12654) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government envisages an accessible Scotland with safe, integrated and 
reliable transport that supports sustainable economic growth. We promote integration between 
different services and modes of transport and we encourage operators to engage with each other over 
timetables. 

The commuter links by rail between Stonehaven and Aberdeen have benefitted from the introduction 
of additional calls at Portlethen Station from December 2012 timetable. These changes are designed 
to attract more passengers using the services for commuting to and from Aberdeen as well as leisure 
travel. 

Additionally the Aberdeen to Central Belt Rail Enhancement Scheme is one of the projects identified 
as part of the Scottish Government's Strategic Transport Projects Review (STPR) published in 2008. It 
aims to deliver reduced passenger journey times of around 20 minutes, improved service frequency 
and connectivity between Aberdeen and Edinburgh/Glasgow and more efficient freight operations. The 
scheme will be delivered in phases from 2020. 

With regards to bus travel The Scottish Government provides an annual subsidy, the Bus Service 
Operators Grant (BSOG), of £50 million to the bus industry, the aim of which is to keep fares at 
affordable levels and enable bus operators to run services that might not otherwise be commercially 
viable. This substantial subsidy also creates a limited re-distribution of funding towards longer and 
more rural services, which provide a degree of protection for our more vulnerable rural communities. 

 



David Torrance (Kirkcaldy) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
proportion of all road users are cyclists and how often they have been (a) involved or (b) injured in 
accidents over the last five years. 

 (S4W-12785) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Household Survey Travel Diary shows that one per cent of journeys are 
made by bicycle. The Scottish Household Survey and the traffic estimates published in Scottish 
Transport Statistics also show small increases in cycling in recent years. Information on cyclists 
involved and injured in accidents is available in tables 12 (page 128) and A (page 11) of Reported 
Road Casualties Scotland 2011 which can be found in the Scottish Parliament’s Reference Centre 
(SPICe) (Bib number 54702). 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
will ensure that people carrying out work in relation to the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route are 
paid the living wage. 

 (S4W-12823) 

Keith Brown: The Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route/ Balmedie to Tipperty contract will include 
requirements to comply with the latest employment legislation and will be administered to ensure full 
compliance. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will publish the outline business case for the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route. 

 (S4W-12824) 

Keith Brown: The outline business case for the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route/ Balmedie to 
Tipperty has been agreed between the project partners. The full business case will be agreed prior to 
contract award which is expected in autumn 2014. 

As the formal procurement of this project is currently underway, it is not intended, for commercial 
reasons, to publish this business case until after the contract for the design, construction, operation 
and maintenance of this road has been awarded. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
will ensure that community benefit clauses are used in contracts for the work on the Aberdeen 
Western Peripheral Route. 

 (S4W-12825) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government wants to ensure that investment in large infrastructure 
projects results in on the job training for apprentices and local employment opportunities, particularly 
on the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route/ Balmedie to Tipperty scheme. 

This contract will include requirements to provide site based vocational training places and site-
based professional training places. 

The contract will also specify that a number of permanent, site based, full time equivalent 
construction employment opportunities are to be provided, which are specifically aimed at people 
who have not been in employment for at least 25 weeks. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether bidders for the Gourock-Dunoon ferry service were allowed to put forward proposals that 
would have required third parties to put new facilities in place before the service could commence. 

 (S4W-12846) 

Keith Brown: During the tendering process, bidders were obligated to contact the respective 
harbour authorities in respect of berthing arrangements at Gourock and Dunoon. This was to enable 
the bidders to negotiate and agree access and technical arrangements, including any alterations or 



adaptions that might be necessary in respect of the harbour authority’s facilities. Bidders were able to 
put forward proposals. However there was no obligation for third parties to put in place new facilities 
before the service commenced. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-12267 by Keith Brown on 24 January 2013, whether it will 
confirm that owners and operators of vessels are responsible for decisions to sail a certified vessel 
under particular weather circumstances. 

 (S4W-12847) 

Keith Brown: The Master of a vessel has the legal responsibility for, and takes the decision on, 
whether it is safe to sail or not, as governed by The Merchant Shipping (Master’s Discretion) 
Regulations 1997. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government when the ticket recognition agreement between Western Ferries and Argyll 
Ferries Ltd becomes operational. 

 (S4W-13124) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government wants to see a ticketing arrangement in place as soon as 
possible and are aware that discussions between Argyll Ferries and Western Ferries are on-going 
following their agreement in principle. 

Both operators are working to find an early resolution and we are supporting that. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 
 

S4W-12641 
S4W-12642 
S4W-12643 
S4W-12648 
S4W-12673 

 


