
Wednesday 27 February 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
which powers in the Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Bill cannot be exercised under existing 
legislation. 

 (S4W-12958) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The provisions sought in the Bill are not available under existing legislation. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether Marine Scotland can take samples from any fish farm in Scottish waters for any purpose in 
connection with its regulatory and other duties. 

 (S4W-12959) 

Paul Wheelhouse: No. Marine Scotland can only take samples from fish farms in Scottish waters 
for specific purposes set out in legislation. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
for what scientific data requirements Marine Scotland takes samples from fish farms. 

 (S4W-12960) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The majority of samples taken by Marine Scotland from Scottish fish farms have 
been for the purpose of discharging Scottish Ministers regulatory functions, these being to investigate 
the cause of mortalities occurring on Scottish fish farms; to investigate the suspicion or presence of a 
listed or emerging disease on Scottish fish farms; to collect samples to demonstrate the freedom from 
certain fish or shellfish diseases and demonstrating the United Kingdom’s high health status with 
regard to trade. Marine Scotland scientists may collect samples and data for the purpose of carrying 
out general research with the consent of Scottish fish farms, which would involve the voluntary 
provision by participating farms of material or data for analysis. The scope of the data or samples 
would be dependent upon the project concerned. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what offences will be subject to fixed penalty notices under the Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) 
Bill. 

 (S4W-12961) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The provisions in the Bill are designed to widen the scope of offences for which 
the existing fixed penalty notice system can be used, to include all marine and freshwater fisheries 
related offences which fall within the responsibility of Marine Scotland. The Scottish Government have 
published a briefing note which provides some examples of the types of offences where fixed 
penalties might be applicable, this can be accessed at:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/bill/fpn 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it defines “technical nature” as used by the Deputy Director of Performance, Aquaculture and 
Recreational Fisheries to the Rural Affairs, Climate Change and Environment Committee in relation to 
the provisions in the Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Bill on 28 November 2012 (Official Report, 
c. 1397). 

 (S4W-12962) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The term "technical nature" in the context of that evidence session recognised 
that the enabling powers being sought would in turn lead to the development of very detailed and 
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complex pieces of secondary legislation which would likely require further amendment in due course 
to take account of technological advances and the like. The Scottish Government believes that, in 
these circumstances, setting out enabling powers rather than detailed technical provisions on the face 
of the Bill, is the appropriate approach. 

Governance and Communities 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what meetings 
have taken place between the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing and Convention Of Scottish 
Local Authorities (COSLA) to discuss the impact of the proposed welfare reforms. 

 (S4W-12571) 

Alex Neil: The Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing and COSLA meet to discuss a range of 
issues from time to time. 

On 21 November 2012, the Scottish Government signed an agreement with COSLA, to adopt a 
collaborative approach to supporting councils in their response to welfare reform. As part of this 
agreement, we hold regular joint political meetings to review progress on our collective efforts. A 
meeting is scheduled to take place on 28 February 2013. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what meetings 
have taken place between the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing and the Cabinet Secretary 
for Infrastructure, Investment and Cities to discuss the impact of the proposed welfare reforms. 

 (S4W-12572) 

Alex Neil: Scottish Ministers discuss the impact of the proposed welfare reforms on people and 
organisations in Scotland on a regular basis. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
residents associations are not allowed to represent their estates as a whole at homeowner housing 
panels. 

 (S4W-12827) 

Margaret Burgess: Residents association bodies cannot represent their estates as a whole 
because section 17 of the Property Factors (Scotland) Act 2011 (the Act) provides that it is 
homeowners themselves who have the right to make an application to the Homeowner Housing Panel 
(HoHP). 

However, regulation 7(1) of the Homeowner Housing Panel (Applications and Decisions) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2012 (SSI 2012/180) provides that homeowners may act in person or be represented by 
any person. This means that if the homeowner so wished, he or she could choose to be represented 
by someone from a residents association. 

Further, regulation 9(2) provides that when two or more applications by different homeowners 
relating to the same property factor are pending at the same time, the homeowner housing committee 
may direct them to be heard together. Therefore, if multiple homeowners from the same estate wished 
to apply at the same time regarding the same matter, there is nothing to prevent a residents 
association providing support and co-ordination to this group of applicant homeowners. 

 

Chic Brodie (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government who 
sets the objectives for local authority chief executives. 

 (S4W-13136) 

Derek Mackay: Local authorities are autonomous bodies which operate entirely separately from the 
Scottish Government. Chief executives are employed by individual local authorities. It is for each local 
authority to make arrangements in relation to the objectives of its chief executive. 

 



Chic Brodie (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
ensures that local authorities achieve consistent outcomes. 

 (S4W-13137) 

Derek Mackay: Local authorities are autonomous bodies which are entirely separate from the 
Scottish Government. It is for each local authority to determine appropriate outcomes for its area 
based on its understanding of local needs and opportunities. Local authorities are accountable to their 
own residents for their decisions, their actions (including work in partnership with other bodies) and the 
outcomes they achieve. 

 

Chic Brodie (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
bonuses were paid to each local authority chief executive for 2011-12 and how these bonuses related 
to agreed outcomes. 

 (S4W-13138) 

Derek Mackay: Local authorities are autonomous bodies which are entirely separate from the 
Scottish Government. Individual local authorities employ and determine remuneration arrangements 
for their chief executives. The Scottish Government does not collect information from local authorities 
about their remuneration arrangements. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it will ensure that the National Planning Framework 3 will not result in significant adverse 
environmental effects. 

 (S4W-13187) 

Derek Mackay: A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of National Planning Framework 3 is 
being undertaken. As required by the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005, this will identify 
the likely significant environmental effects arising from the Framework, and set out mitigation 
measures to avoid or reduce significant adverse effects, where possible and appropriate. A Habitats 
Regulations Appraisal (HRA) is also being undertaken, to identify and avoid adverse effects on the 
integrity of European protected sites and species. The SEA Environmental Report and a Draft HRA 
Record, setting out the findings of these environmental assessments, will be published for public 
consultation alongside the Main Issues Report. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it will ensure that effective consultation is carried out with communities likely to be affected before any 
national developments are put forward in the National Planning Framework 3. 

 (S4W-13188) 

Derek Mackay: The Participation Statement published in September 2012 to accompany the 
preparation of National Planning Framework 3 (NPF3) sets out that the Scottish Government would 
assist communities to get involved in the preparation of NPF3. Further details will be available in the 
next iteration of the Participation Statement which is to be published alongside the Main Issues 
Report. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it will ensure that the need for any national development is demonstrated before it is considered as a 
potential development in the National Planning Framework 3. 

 (S4W-13189) 

Derek Mackay: The criteria for National Developments were announced and published in 
September 2012 when we launched the pre Main Issues Report engagement exercise. Those national 
developments that we propose to take forward will be identified in the Main Issues Report, to be 
published shortly. The proposed national developments will be those which meet the mandatory 
criterion, at least one of the optional criteria and support the emerging spatial strategy. 



 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it will ensure that there are effective links between the National Planning Framework 3, marine 
planning and the sustainable land use strategy. 

 (S4W-13190) 

Derek Mackay: The emerging National Marine Plan, on-going sectoral marine planning for offshore 
renewable energy and the Land Use Strategy are important drivers for National Planning Framework 
3's spatial strategy and will be reflected in the Main Issues Report, to be published for consultation 
shortly. 

Health and Social Care 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when the Cabinet 
Secretary for Health and Wellbeing last met the UK Government’s health ministers to discuss value-
based pricing of medicines. 

 (S4W-12534) 

Alex Neil: Arrangements are currently in hand to meet with Earl Howe, the Parliamentary Under 
Secretary of State with responsibility for Medicines and Pharmacy policy, at the next available 
opportunity. I have also exchanged correspondence with Earl Howe concerning Value Based Pricing 
and have received continuing assurances that the UK Government and Devolved Administrations will 
work closely together in developing a value based pricing approach. I can also confirm that officials 
are in regular contact with the Department of Health concerning value based pricing. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what progress it is 
making with the development of value-based pricing of medicine and when this is likely to be 
implemented. 

 (S4W-12535) 

Alex Neil: Pricing of branded medicines is currently a reserved matter and proposals for Value 
Based Pricing are being taken forward by the UK Government’s Department of Health. The Scottish 
Government is supportive of the principle of value based pricing and is continuing to work with the 
Department of Health on its Development. 

UK wide negotiations on value based pricing are on-going at present and all parties concerned are 
working towards agreeing and implementing the new arrangements early in 2014. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
Orphan Drugs Fund is consistent with value-based pricing of medicine. 

 (S4W-12536) 

Alex Neil: Pricing of branded medicines is currently a reserved matter. The proposals for Value 
Based Pricing for medicines licensed from 1 January 2014 are being taken forward by the UK 
Government’s Department of Health. The Scottish Government is supportive of the principle of Value 
Based Pricing and the Scottish Government continues to work with the Department of Health on its 
development and on successor arrangements to the current Pharmaceutical Price Regulation Scheme 
(PPRS) in relation to medicines licensed prior to 1 January 2014. 

The operational arrangements for managing the Rare Conditions Medicines Fund to cover the cost 
of successful Individual Patient Treatment Requests (IPTRs) for high cost, low volume orphan 
medicines within the NHS in Scotland are still in development. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when NHS 
Ayrshire and Arran last conducted a staff survey regarding bullying and harassment; what levels of 
bullying were reported, and what action was taken. 

 (S4W-12543) 



Alex Neil: Individual NHS boards may have conducted their own, smaller-scale, staff survey since 
the last NHSScotland Staff Survey in 2010 but we do not hold this information. The 2010 
NHSScotland Staff Survey provides information on the level of reported incidences of bullying and 
harassment broken down by individual NHS board. This information can be found at the following link: 
http://www.staffgovernance.scot.nhs.uk/monitoring-employee-experience/staff-survey/. 

It is for individual NHS boards to decide what, if any, action to take in response to the findings from 
the staff survey. We would expect any such actions to be recorded in boards’ staff governance action 
plans. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when NHS 
Borders last conducted a staff survey regarding bullying and harassment; what levels of bullying were 
reported, and what action was taken. 

 (S4W-12544) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12543 on 27 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when NHS 
Dumfries and Galloway last conducted a staff survey regarding bullying and harassment; what levels 
of bullying were reported, and what action was taken. 

 (S4W-12545) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12543 on 27 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when NHS Fife 
last conducted a staff survey regarding bullying and harassment; what levels of bullying were reported, 
and what action was taken. 

 (S4W-12546) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12543 on 27 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when NHS Forth 
Valley last conducted a staff survey regarding bullying and harassment; what levels of bullying were 
reported, and what action was taken. 

 (S4W-12547) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12543 on 27 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when NHS 
Grampian last conducted a staff survey regarding bullying and harassment; what levels of bullying 
were reported, and what action was taken. 

 (S4W-12548) 

http://www.staffgovernance.scot.nhs.uk/monitoring-employee-experience/staff-survey/
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12543 on 27 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when NHS 
Greater Glasgow and Clyde last conducted a staff survey regarding bullying and harassment; what 
levels of bullying were reported, and what action was taken. 

 (S4W-12549) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12543 on 27 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when NHS 
Highland last conducted a staff survey regarding bullying and harassment; what levels of bullying were 
reported, and what action was taken. 

 (S4W-12550) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12543 on 27 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when NHS 
Lanarkshire last conducted a staff survey regarding bullying and harassment; what levels of bullying 
were reported, and what action was taken. 

 (S4W-12551) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12543 on 27 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when NHS 
Lothian last conducted a staff survey regarding bullying and harassment; what levels of bullying were 
reported, and what action was taken. 

 (S4W-12552) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12543 on 27 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when NHS 
Orkney last conducted a staff survey regarding bullying and harassment; what levels of bullying were 
reported, and what action was taken. 

 (S4W-12553) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12543 on 27 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when NHS 
Shetland last conducted a staff survey regarding bullying and harassment; what levels of bullying were 
reported, and what action was taken. 

 (S4W-12554) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12543 on 27 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when NHS 
Tayside last conducted a staff survey regarding bullying and harassment; what levels of bullying were 
reported, and what action was taken. 

 (S4W-12555) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12543 on 27 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when NHS 
Western Isles last conducted a staff survey regarding bullying and harassment; what levels of bullying 
were reported, and what action was taken. 

 (S4W-12556) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12543 on 27 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when NHS Health 
Scotland last conducted a staff survey regarding bullying and harassment; what levels of bullying were 
reported, and what action was taken. 

 (S4W-12557) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12543 on 27 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when NHS 
National Waiting Times Centre last conducted a staff survey regarding bullying and harassment; what 
levels of bullying were reported, and what action was taken. 

 (S4W-12558) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12543 on 27 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when NHS24 last 
conducted a staff survey regarding bullying and harassment; what levels of bullying were reported, 
and what action was taken. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 (S4W-12559) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12543 on 27 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when the Scottish 
Ambulance Service last conducted a staff survey regarding bullying and harassment; what levels of 
bullying were reported, and what action was taken. 

 (S4W-12560) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12543 on 27 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when the State 
Hospitals Board for Scotland last conducted a staff survey regarding bullying and harassment; what 
levels of bullying were reported, and what action was taken. 

 (S4W-12561) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12543 on 27 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when NHS 
National Health Services Scotland last conducted a staff survey regarding bullying and harassment; 
what levels of bullying were reported, and what action was taken. 

 (S4W-12562) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12543 on 27 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when Healthcare 
Improvement Scotland last conducted a staff survey regarding bullying and harassment; what levels of 
bullying were reported, and what action was taken. 

 (S4W-12563) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12543 on 27 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when the NHS 
whistleblowers’ hotline will be established. 

 (S4W-12564) 

Alex Neil: The service provision is expected to commence on 2 April 2013. 
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether incidents 
of bullying and harassment have been raised with the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing at 
any recent NHS board annual reviews and, if so, which boards and what action was subsequently 
taken. 

 (S4W-12565) 

Alex Neil: Some references were made at the NHS Ayrshire and Arran Annual Review on 17 
December 2012. Whilst it was clearly not appropriate for particular incidents/individual cases to be 
discussed in a public forum, I was assured that NHS Ayrshire and Arran take such allegations 
extremely seriously and are actively investigating. As in any such case, should the board’s review 
identify any necessary actions, I would expect these to be implemented as a matter of priority. 

NHS Health Scotland invited a stakeholder panel who picked up (from the annual report) on the 
work Health Scotland were doing in this area and the panel was very supportive of the approach being 
adopted. 

No other incidents of bullying and harassment were raised at any of the recent annual review 
meetings. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to (a) raise awareness and (b) challenge bullying in the NHS. 

 (S4W-12566) 

Alex Neil: I wrote to NHSScotland chairs and chief executives on 22 February 2013, reminding 
them that all boards should frequently review their behaviours and practices to ensure they have a 
culture which actively encourages and supports members of staff to raise concerns. The culture 
should also ensure that staff are not penalised or persecuted in any way for raising concerns in good 
faith. 

 

The Partnership Information Network (PIN) Policy, Preventing and Dealing with Bullying and 
Harassment in NHSScotland, provides guidance to NHS Boards on the development of a clearly 
defined policy and procedure for dealing with bullying and harassment complaints. The PIN Policy also 
highlights the importance of promoting the policy to staff, training for managers and of senior 
managers monitoring the application of the policy. 

The Dignity at Work toolkit, Give Respect Get Respect, provides guidance to NHS Boards on 
promoting Dignity in the Workplace. The toolkit includes a description of bullying and its effect. 

Culture, values and behaviours will be a fundamental cornerstone of the 2020 Workforce Vision 
which we aim to launch at the NHS event in June 2013. This will present a further opportunity to 
restate our commitment to providing a working environment in the NHS in Scotland which is free from 
bullying and harassment. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it will 
take to ensure that NHS boards discontinue the use of confidentiality clauses in compromise 
agreements. 

 (S4W-12567) 

Alex Neil: The use of confidentiality clauses in compromise agreements is entirely an issue between 
individual NHS boards and their employees. Certain conditions have to be met in order for a 
compromise agreement to be legally binding, including a requirement for the employee to have 
received advice from a relevant independent adviser as to the terms and effect of the agreement. Any 
clause which sought to prevent an individual from raising a protected whistleblowing disclosure would 
be illegal under the Employment Rights Act and would therefore be unenforceable. 

I wrote to NHSScotland chairs and chief executives on 22 February 2013, reminding them that all 
boards should frequently review their behaviours and practices to ensure they have a culture which 
actively encourages and supports members of staff to raise concerns. I also told them that I expect 
Boards to ensure that confidentiality clauses and non-derogatory statement clauses are not being 



used to suppress the reporting of concerns about practice in NHSScotland, and to ensure that these 
clauses are used appropriately. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what meetings 
have taken place between the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing and the (a) chairs and (b) 
chief executives of NHS boards to discuss the impact of the proposed welfare reforms. 

 (S4W-12568) 

Alex Neil: No meetings have taken place between the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing 
and the chairs or the chief executives of NHS Boards, for the specific purpose of discussing the impact 
of the proposed welfare reforms. 

Directors of Public Health from Scottish Health Boards have identified that reform of the welfare 
benefits system may have an effect on health outcomes and they have commissioned the Scottish 
Public Health Network (ScotPHN) to review the evidence of impact on health and identify mitigating 
actions. ScotPHN has published interim guidance which can be accessed through their website 
(www.scotphn.net). 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what preparations 
have been made by NHS boards to deal with the impact of the proposed welfare reforms. 

 (S4W-12569) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government is aware that a number of NHS boards has prepared briefing 
for staff on welfare benefit changes. The Scottish Directors of Public Health Group has commissioned 
the Scottish Public Health Network to undertake work to identify possible mitigation measures and 
interim guidance has been published. Scottish Government officials have established a group of 
stakeholders to look at the potential impact of welfare benefit reform on population health and on 
demand for healthcare services. This group will report into the Scottish Government’s Welfare Reform 
Governance structure. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether (a) GPs 
and (b) consultants will charge patients requiring medical reports in order to access benefits. 

 (S4W-12570) 

Alex Neil: The majority of GP practices in Scotland operate as independent contractors under the 
terms of a UK General Medical Services contract and there is a contractual obligation on GPs to 
provide information to prove incapacity to work to Department of Work and Pensions (DWP), or their 
agents that is not chargeable to patients. It is only when GPs agree to provide services out with their 
NHS contractual terms and conditions, that they are entitled to charge a professional fee as 
remuneration for doing so. 

NHS boards are required to provide medical reports to the DWP, on behalf of patients, to support 
claims for benefits. The following link gives guidance on the provision of reports and fees by hospitals 
and NHS consultants: 
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/docs/pip-assessment-guide.pdf 

Matters relating to welfare, employment and tax benefits, including the implementation of current 
reforms are the responsibility of the UK Government. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when NHS 
Education Scotland last conducted a staff survey regarding bullying and harassment; what levels of 
bullying were reported, and what action was taken. 

 (S4W-12681) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12543 on 27 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scotphn.net/
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/docs/pip-assessment-guide.pdf


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the cost has been of the eCare programme. 

 (S4W-12682) 

Alex Neil: The cost of the eCare Programme has been £50,300,000 from its inception in 2001 until 
the end of March 2013. 

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government (a) when and (b) for what reason the information on its website regarding the 
eCare programme was removed. 

 (S4W-12683) 

Alex Neil: The information regarding the eCare programme was removed from the website on 22 
January 2013. The information about eCare was out of date and with the decision to change the 
course of IT development in support of the Health and Social Care integration, the information is no 
longer relevant. A short statement on the current status of eCare and its transition can be found at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Health/Quality-Improvement-Performance/eHealth/eCare 

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what lessons it has learned from the eCare programme. 

 (S4W-12684) 

Alex Neil MSP: The lessons learned from the eCare programme span the programme’s policy and 
strategy focus, the way it was organised and governed and the technical approach to delivering an 
information sharing service and integrating it with local ways of working. A detailed lessons learned 
report will be completed and made available. 

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether there have been benefits from funding the eCare programme. 

 (S4W-12686) 

Alex Neil: Funding local data sharing partnerships contributed towards the improvement of local 
information sharing protocols, procedures and guidance originally provided by the eCare programme. 
Adapting local IT systems, improved communications and increased willingness to share information 
to achieve a better outcome for clients. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what support it 
provides for advocacy services for disabled children and young people. 

 (S4W-12701) 

Alex Neil: The Guide to Commissioners, published by the Scottish Independent Advocacy Alliance 
in 2010 to assist local authorities and NHS boards in the scoping of needs and procurement of 
advocacy services, is currently being reviewed. In addition following the national consultation exercise 
in 2012 which sought views on how to improve advocacy for children and young people more detailed 
guidance focussing on children’s advocacy is proposed. This will address some of the key issues 
which were highlighted through the consultation as being unique to children’s advocacy, including 
issues around consent, information sharing and the identification and management of conflicts of 
interest. 

Guidance on the Procurement of Care and Support Services by public bodies in Scotland was 
published jointly by the Scottish Government and COSLA in September 2010. 

In each year since 2005-06, £13 million has been included in the overall funding for local authorities 
and £5 million has been included in NHSScotland funding to help in the implementation and delivery of 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Health/Quality-Improvement-Performance/eHealth/eCare


the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003. This includes funding for the provision of 
advocacy services. 

From 2010-11 additional annual recurring funding of £500,000 has also been provided for advocacy 
services. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what advocacy 
services are available in each NHS board area for disabled children and young people; who provides 
the services, and where they are located. 

 (S4W-12702) 

Alex Neil: This information is not held centrally. NHS boards and local authorities are responsible 
for ensuring that advocacy is available to all who need it within their respective areas and that 
resources are matched to meet these needs. 

The Scottish Independent Advocacy Service has produced a Map of Advocacy and this is available 
at: http://www.siaa.org.uk/images/stories/SIAA_AdvocacyMap_2011_2012.pdf. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether advocacy 
services for disabled children and young people are available in every local authority area and, if so, 
(a) who provides the service and (b) where it is located. 

 (S4W-12704) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12702 on 27 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
disabled children and young people each local authority provides services for. 

 (S4W-12705) 

Alex Neil: This information is not held centrally. While the Scottish Government does not collect 
consolidated statistics for services provided to disabled children and young people by local authority, 
figures are available for disabled children and young people in a number of areas. These include: 

Statistics Descriptor Link 

Respite weeks Collected annually by Audit Scotland 
– local authority – number of respite 
weeks offered for day and overnight 
service 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2
011/10/24145257/10 

Scottish Household 
Survey 

Household members with a long-
standing illness, health problem or 
disability (0-15 years) 

http://scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/0
8/17093111/22 

Scottish Health Survey Proportion of children (0-15 years) 
with limiting and non-limiting long 
standing conditions 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statisti
cs/Browse/Health/scottish-health-
survey/Publications#a1 

Pre-school education 
statistics 

Number of children registered with 
local authority or partnership pre-
school providers assessed as having 
Additional Support Needs or with a 
Coordinated Support Plan 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statisti
cs/Browse/Children/PubPreSchoolEdChild
care 

Pupil Census (included 
in Summary Statistics 
for Schools) 

Number of pupils attending either a 
mainstream or special school with 
‘additional support needs’. 
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statisti
cs/Browse/School-
Education/PubPupilCensus 

http://www.siaa.org.uk/images/stories/SIAA_AdvocacyMap_2011_2012.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/10/24145257/10
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/10/24145257/10
http://scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/08/17093111/22
http://scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/08/17093111/22
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Health/scottish-health-survey/Publications#a1
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Health/scottish-health-survey/Publications#a1
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Health/scottish-health-survey/Publications#a1
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Children/PubPreSchoolEdChildcare
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Children/PubPreSchoolEdChildcare
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Statistics Descriptor Link 

Looked After Children 
statistics 

Number of children looked after by 
local authorities by disability status 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Release
s/2011/02/23091516 

Annual Population 
Survey (Local Area 
Labour Markets in 
Scotland) 

Employment/unemployment/inactivity 
rate for people with a disability aged 
16-64 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Release
s/2011/08/10094809 

The Support Needs 
System 

Number of children assessed on 
SNS, type of impairment, service 
availability. 

http://www.isdscotlandarchive.scot.nhs.uk/
isd/3397.html 

The Department of Work 
and Pensions 

Number of children aged 5-17 
entitled to Disability Living Allowance 

http://83.244.183.180/100pc/tabtool.html 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether local 
authorities have common (a) eligibility criteria and (b) assessment tools when determining assistance 
for disabled children and young people. 

 (S4W-12706) 

Alex Neil: The Children (Scotland) Act 1995, and accompanying Regulations and Guidance, set the 
eligibility criteria and assessment process in relation to disabled children and young people; including 
sharing of information, joint assessments and collaboration with both statutory and voluntary agencies. 
Each local authority will have their own defined standards for the delivery of these services, set within 
the context of local priorities to fulfil their statutory obligations. 

Sections 23 and 24 of the Act relate specifically to the assessment of disabled children and their 
carers. 

Subsequent legislation including the Community Care (Direct Payments) Act (1996) and the 
Community Care and Health (Scotland) Act 2002 placed further duties on local authorities when 
carrying out assessments. 

Education authorities have duties under the Additional Support for Learning Act to provide, identify, 
make and review provision for children and young people for additional support needs, including those 
children who have a disability. In addition, specific provisions are in place for children who are 
identified and are brought to the attention of the education authority as having a disability from 0- 3 
years of age. In these circumstances education authorities have a duty to provide additional support. 
The Code of Practice for Additional Support for Learning provides guidance to education authorities 
and partners on this provision and the assessment of children’s and young people’s additional support 
needs. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how long disabled 
children and young people have to wait to access a social worker, broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-12707) 

Alex Neil: This information is not held centrally. Each local authority will collect information relating 
to their specific circumstances. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it encourages 
peer support for families of disabled children and young people. 

 (S4W-12708) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government is currently funding three projects to support capacity building 
a) in relation to parents and carers of disabled children and young people at both national and local 
levels and b) disabled children and young people themselves. Intrinsic to these projects is the 
development of peer support. 

Details of the projects are as follows: 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/02/23091516
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/02/23091516
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/08/10094809
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/08/10094809
http://www.isdscotlandarchive.scot.nhs.uk/isd/3397.html
http://www.isdscotlandarchive.scot.nhs.uk/isd/3397.html
http://83.244.183.180/100pc/tabtool.html


Organisation Project 

Parent Network Scotland Parental capacity building models and peer 
support for parents of disabled children 

For Scotland’s Disabled Children and Children in 
Scotland 

Engagement of families with disabled 
children in policy influencing and participation 
work 

Young Scot Engagement of disabled young people in 
identifying and addressing needs in their 
community 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
statutory requirement exists to ensure that GP practice telephone numbers are not premium rate lines. 

 (S4W-12716) 

Alex Neil: The vast majority of GP practices operate as independent contractors within the NHS and 
are contracted locally by territorial Health boards to provide general medical services. Practices are 
contracted under the terms of either The National Health Service (General Medical Services 
Contracts) (Scotland) Regulations 2004, as amended, or The National Health Service (Primary 
Medical Services Section 17C Agreements) (Scotland) Regulations 2004, as amended. 

Both sets of Regulations prohibit a service provider from using a practice telephone number which 
patients and others are required to call in relation to its NHS services that starts with the digits 087, 
090 or 091; or is a number starting 070 and followed by a further eight digits. 

Both sets of Regulations also require contractors to comply with all relevant legislation and to have 
regard to all relevant guidance issued by the Health board and the Scottish Ministers. 

On 22 February 2011, the then Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing wrote to the Chief 
Executives of Scottish NHS boards setting out the Scottish Government’s policy that patients should 
not incur charges above the equivalent of a local call when contacting their GP practice. 

NHS boards were asked to draw this policy to the attention of all GP contractors working in their 
areas and to encourage them to ensure that telephone calls to their practice incur as low a charge as 
possible; to ensure that no new premium rate contracts are entered into; and for any existing premium 
rate numbers that Boards review these arrangements with each individual contractor and aim to 
reduce any premium rate charge to the equivalent of a local call. 

Note: the local call tariff patients pay will vary depending on the call provider chosen by the 
individual and the terms and conditions of the telephone contract which they as an individual have 
opted to enter into with the telephone provider of their choice. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many GP practices have phone lines that are not (a) free to call or (b) charged at a local rate. 

 (S4W-12717) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12716 on 27 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx.  
Therefore, the information requested is not held centrally. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it will publish its response to the evaluation of direct elections to NHS boards. 

 (S4W-12766) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government will publish its position on the independent evaluation on health 
board elections and alternative pilots once it has considered the information contained in the report. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its position is on direct elections to NHS boards. 

 (S4W-12767) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government will announce its position on the independent evaluation on 
health board elections and alternative pilots once it has considered the information contained in the 
report. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the candidates elected to the boards of NHS Fife and NHS Dumfries and Galloway in 2010 
will continue to serve on the boards after their terms of office have expired in the event of direct 
elections not being continued. 

 (S4W-12768) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has received the independent evaluation on health board 
elections and alternative pilots and will take this issue in to account as it considers its position. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the average salary is of a consultant working in (a) the NHS and (b) an NHS accident and emergency 
department. 

 (S4W-12770) 

Alex Neil: The average salary of a consultant working in NHS Scotland is £87,500. This is based on 
the latest figures available for the financial year April 2011 to March 2012. 

It is not possible to provide the average salary of a consultant working in an NHS accident and 
emergency department as this information is not held centrally. 

Further information on Workforce Statistics can be found on the website at: 
www.isdscotland.org/workforce. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-06398 by Alex Neil on 23 April 2012, 
what subsequent discussions it has had with the UK Government regarding the introduction of value-
based pricing. 

 (S4W-12900) 

Alex Neil: I have exchanged correspondence with Earl Howe concerning Value Based Pricing and 
have received further assurances that the UK Government and Devolved Administrations will continue 
to work closely together in developing a value based pricing approach. Officials are also in regular 
contact with the Department of Health and I can confirm that arrangements are currently in hand for 
me to meet with Earl Howe, the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State with responsibility for 
Medicines and Pharmacy policy, at the next available opportunity. 

Learning and Justice 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much it will cost annually to fund the increase in statutory nursery provision from 475 to 600 
hours. 

 (S4O-1846) 

Aileen Campbell: A financial memorandum is being developed to accompany the Children and 
Young People Bill. This will detail the estimated costs and savings associated with each of the Bill 
provisions. 

It is being developed in collaboration with stakeholders, including the Convention Of Scottish Local 
Authorities and will be introduced to Parliament along with the Bill this year. 

 

http://www.isdscotland.org/workforce


Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it has had with colleges and the Scottish Funding Council regarding the 
protection of specialised rural courses following college regionalisation. 

 (S4O-1847) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Funding Council has given assurances to rural colleges merging with 
urban colleges that, as the new college will continue to serve the rural population of the region, the 
Funding Council will not, as a result of merger, remove the elements of the region's funding that are 
related to rurality. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action it is taking to increase participation in higher education by people 
from poorer backgrounds. 

 (S4O-1848) 

Michael Russell: We have been making steady progress on widening access in recent years, 
supported by the work of the Scottish Funding Council Access and Inclusion Committee. Through the 
Post-16 Bill, we intend legislating to introduce statutory widening access agreements that we will use 
to bring about a step-change in participation rates. 

 

Roderick Campbell (North East Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what support it offers to children living in households with an alcoholic parent. 

 (S4W-12691) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government has annually funded the Partnership Drugs Initiative 
(PDI) since 2001. The funding for 2012-13 was £850,000. 

A variety of approaches to support children and young people affected by substance misuse are 
undertaken by PDI funded projects. The PDI fund young carers groups which work in schools to raise 
awareness about young carers living with a parent with drug and alcohol issues, both for young people 
and also to the teachers. 

 

Roderick Campbell (North East Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what support it provides to charities that help children and family members of alcoholics. 

 (S4W-12692) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government has annually funded the Partnership Drugs Initiative 
(PDI) since 2001. The funding for 2012-13 was £850,000. 

The PDI funds voluntary organisations that deliver different projects across all 30 Alcohol and Drug 
Partnership areas working with families, vulnerable children and young people affected by substance 
misuse. 

 

Roderick Campbell (North East Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to recognise Children of Alcoholics Week 2013. 

 (S4W-12693) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government recognises the importance of raising awareness of 
children affected by parental alcohol problems and will continue to work with organisations like 
Addaction who have also supported Children of Alcoholics Week. It is clear that we must all work 
together to support families and ensure the best start for every child through prevention, early 
intervention and building support. 

 

Roderick Campbell (North East Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it promotes charities that help children of alcoholics to those affected. 



 (S4W-12694) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government recognises the excellent work many charities do in this 
important area. I recently visited the Lighthouse Foundation in Kilmarnock which has benefited from 
Partnership Drugs Initiative funding and is clearly making a difference to the lives of local families 
affected by addiction. 

 

Roderick Campbell (North East Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what guidance it provides to schools to help children who live with an alcoholic parent. 

 (S4W-12695) 

Aileen Campbell: We are currently updating our practice guidance (Getting our Priorities Right) for 
use by all practitioners working with children, young people and families affected by problematic 
alcohol or drug use. This is due for publication in the spring. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has 
had with (a) Skills Development Scotland (SDS), (b) the Scottish Funding Council and (c) colleges 
regarding SDS providing college places in the future. 

 (S4W-12743) 

Angela Constance: Officials liaise regularly with Skills Development Scotland, the Scottish Funding 
Council and college representatives about a range of issues, including SDS-funded college provision. 
We will continue to engage as the Employability Fund develops in future years. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what progress Skills 
Development Scotland has made toward delivering the target of 5,800 new college places in 2012-13. 

 (S4W-12744) 

Angela Constance: This question relates to the operational responsibilities of Skills Development 
Scotland. I will ask its chief executive to respond. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many full-time 
equivalent places or how much learning activity will be delivered by the planned 5,800 new college 
places to be provided by Skills Development Scotland in 2012-13. 

 (S4W-12745) 

Angela Constance: The New College Learning Programme is an entirely new approach to the 
provision of effective and appropriate learning opportunities for young people which lead to a job or 
progression in learning. Each opportunity will deliver 192 hours of college learning and 192 hours of 
work experience.  

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much of the £24 
million to be transferred to Skills Development Scotland in 2013-14 as part of the Employability Fund 
has been allocated to colleges. 

 (S4W-12746) 

Angela Constance: In 2013-14, £24 million of the £52 million Employability Fund will be ring-fenced 
for the college sector. Of this, £6 million will be administered by Skills Development Scotland (SDS). 
SDS started procurement for the Employability Fund through Public Contracts Scotland on 17 
December 2012. Assessment of the bids is now underway. 

To provide stability for the college sector, £18 million will be administered by the Scottish Funding 
Council in 2013-14 and allocated to colleges pro rata to their current funding. 

 



Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what steps it has 
taken to ensure that (a) schools are equipped with the latest technology and (b) young people are 
given the opportunity to develop skills relevant to future careers in (i) information technology, (ii) social 
media and (iii) communications. 

 (S4W-12796) 

Alasdair Allan: Individual local authorities are responsible for the provision of technology in their 
schools. To support schools and local authorities, the Scottish Government is in the final stage of 
establishing a national procurement framework that leverages the complete Scottish Public Sector 
spend on tablet devices to attract best value and offer consistent national pricing. 

Curriculum for Excellence provides opportunities for young people to develop their understanding, 
knowledge and skills for learning, life and work, from early years through to senior phase and beyond. 
The opportunity to develop these skills is embedded across all curriculum areas, including through 
practical, applied or “experiential” learning. Partnerships between schools, colleges, employers and 
other national and local organisations are key to the successful delivery of this. To support 
practitioners to embed young people’s skills development across the Broad General Education, 
Education Scotland has made available a range of resources. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what it is doing to support care leavers and people with (a) autism spectrum disorders, (b) Asperger 
syndrome, (c) attention deficit hyperactivity disorder and (d) social, emotional behavioural difficulties 
into employment. 

 (S4W-12832) 

Angela Constance: The Scottish Government is committed to supporting all young people with 
additional support needs who want to work, and it is our ambition that with the right support, they are 
able to find work in mainstream employment, taking account of their specific needs, and in line with 
their skills. In support of this, the Scottish Government has:  

Made a specific commitment to all 16 – 19 year olds seeking a place in education or training through 
Opportunities for All. This is supported by a £30 million new investment. 

The Scottish Government has updated our Post-16 Transitions Policy and Practice Framework 
which includes specific guidance on how to support the transitions of young people with additional 
support needs from school into post-school education and employment; and provided £1.5 million over 
three financial years in support of an Employer Recruitment Incentive for 1000 young people within 
disadvantaged groups. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what target it has set for the eventual level of distribution of naloxone kits to heroin users following the 
study in the Annals of Internal Medicine [Ann Intern Med 2013;158:1-9], Naloxone for heroin overdose 
reversal. 

 (S4W-12873) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Scotland’s take home naloxone programme is supported by the collection 
and reporting of national monitoring information, which is led by the Information Services Division 
(ISD) of NHS National Services Scotland. 

2011-12 was the first full year of the rollout of the programme. The programme’s baseline measure 
and the number of take home naloxone kits issued through the programme was published by ISD 
Scotland in July 2012: 
http://www.drugmisuse.isdscotland.org/publications/abstracts/naloxone_programme_2011_12.html. 
The next release of monitoring information for 2012-13 will be published by ISD in summer 2013. 

The Scottish Government works closely with an expert advisory group which provides advice and 
guidance on the rollout of the programme across Scotland, including on monitoring and evaluation. 
The advisory group continues to review the delivery of the programme so that it can be continually 
developed and targeted. As the academic evidence base around take home naloxone grows, it is 
expected that this will inform the delivery of Scotland’s national programme. A copy of the research 

http://www.drugmisuse.isdscotland.org/publications/abstracts/naloxone_programme_2011_12.html


study by Phillip Coffin and Sean Sullivan published in the Annals of Internal Medicine (January 2013) 
will be shared with members of the expert advisory group for their consideration. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W 12540 

S4W-12542 

S4W-12718 

S4W-12719 
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S4W-12721 

S4W-12722 

S4W-12723 

 


