
Thursday 28 February 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many apprenticeships have been created by wind farm 
developers, broken down by the parliamentary constituency of the apprentice. 

 

Holding answer issued: 26 February 2013 (S4W-12643) 

Fergus Ewing: There were 3,128 modern apprenticeship (MA) starts in engineering and related 
frameworks in 2011-12, of which 20 could be attributed to wind turbine operations. However, as this is 
the only apprenticeship framework which relates specifically to the renewable energy sector, it is not 
possible to identify how many more of the engineering-related MA starts were linked to the renewables 
sector. The figures provided are not broken down by parliamentary constituency. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
plans it has to improve flood defence systems in (a) Aberdeen and (b) Aberdeenshire. 

 (S4W-12818) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Flood protection schemes are primarily a matter for local authorities, however 
the Scottish Government is committed to supporting work that helps protect the people of Scotland 
from the effects of flooding. That is why we are working with our partners to implement the Flood Risk 
Management (Scotland) Act 2009, and providing funding through the local government settlement for 
local authorities to continue to invest in flood protection schemes. 

We have also invested significantly in improving Scotland’s flood warning service, including funding 
to help the Scottish Environment Protection Agency and the Met Office establish a Scottish flood 
forecasting service, which is resulting in better flood forecasting and warning information being made 
available to the public throughout Scotland. A flood warning scheme for the River Carron in 
Stonehaven is also currently in development and planned to be rolled out in September 2013, as is the 
delivery of a new flood warning scheme for the Moray Firth by 2014. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with Falkirk Council regarding the closure of the Birkhill Fireclay Mine. 

 (S4W-13123) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government has not had discussions with Falkirk Council regarding 
their decision, as owners, to close the Birkhill Fireclay Mine. 

Historic Scotland had frequent contact with Falkirk Council regarding the designation of the site. 
Following Historic Scotland’s decision not to either list or schedule the site, Historic Scotland liaised 
further with the Falkirk Community Trust (as the charitable company set up by Falkirk Council to 
deliver culture, library, recreation and sport services on its behalf), the National Museums of Scotland 
as well as the National Mining Museum of Scotland to suggest that a feasibility study could be 
undertaken to explore future options for the site. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will publish its response to the questions regarding its Renewables 
Routemap to 2020 that it was recently asked by the Compliance Committee of the UN's Economic 
Commission for Europe. 

 (S4W-13133) 

Fergus Ewing: A response to the Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee from the UK 
Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs has been published on the United Nations 



Economic Commission for Europe website and is available, along with the submission referred to in 
the response, at the following links:  
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/pp/compliance/C2012-
68/Communication_with_Party/frUKC68_11Feb13/frUKC68_11Feb13.pdf   
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/pp/compliance/C2012-
68/Communication_with_Party/frUKC68_11Feb13/frUKC68_11Feb13_Attachment.pdf. 

 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 

steps it is taking to reduce Scotland’s carbon footprint. 

 (S4W-13193) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government is reducing Scotland’s carbon footprint in a number of 
ways. Many of the actions to reduce domestic emissions that are detailed in the recent draft report on 
proposals and policies will also lower the emissions linked to the consumption of domestic goods and 
services. Its influence over “imported” emissions is less direct but Scotland is a strong advocate of 
more ambitious international targets which would lower emissions abroad. Apart from reducing the 
emission intensity of goods and services in this way, the measures presented in the reports on 
proposals and policies in many cases have the effect of moving consumption towards low-carbon 
alternatives. 

Finance 

John Pentland (Motherwell and Wishaw) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it would consider setting a rate of income tax higher than the rest of the UK. 

 (S4O-1856) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government will reach a view on the appropriate level for the Scottish 
rate of income tax if and when the time comes to set the rate. It will then be for the Parliament to 
decide whether to approve the Government’s proposal. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the Glasgow to Edinburgh high-speed rail plans set out in the Infrastructure Investment Plan 
2011: Updated Programme Pipeline (January 2013) have displaced as a priority any of the projects in 
the Infrastructure Investment Plan 2011. 

 (S4W-12859) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Glasgow to Edinburgh high-speed rail plans have not displaced as a priority 
any of the projects in the Infrastructure Investment Plan 2011. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it will compare the potential benefits of its high-speed rail proposals between Edinburgh and 
Glasgow against projects currently in the project pipeline. 

 (S4W-12863) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Infrastructure Investment Plan published in December 2011 outlines the 
process for prioritising investment across the Scottish Government and the process for prioritising 
within sectors, including transport. 

Governance and Communities 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has 
to promote the work of community councils and ensure that every community has support and 
resources to establish its own local decision-making and campaigning body. 

 (S4O-1858) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government and Convention Of Scottish Local Authorities are 
currently considering how to strengthen the role of community councils, alongside other measures to 
empower Scotland’s communities, as part of the development of the proposed Community 
Empowerment and Renewal Bill. 
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
in Scotland will be affected by the proposed changes to housing benefit and what assessment it has 
made of the impact. 

 

Holding answer issued: 27 February 2013 (S4W-12540) 

Margaret Burgess: The following table shows the estimated numbers of households in Scotland 
affected by housing benefit changes which have been implemented by the United Kingdom 
Government to date and those which are scheduled to be implemented from April 2013. 

Assessments of the possible impacts of these changes are published on the Scottish Government 
website at: Impact of Housing Benefit Changes in Scotland 

Housing Benefit Change Implementation 
date 

Estimated number of 
households affected

1
 

Changes to local housing allowance rates for tenants 
in private rented sector.   
       - Removing £15 excess. 
       - Restriction to 4 bedroom rate. 
       - Capping LHA rates by bedroom size. 
       - Basing LHA rates on 30

th
 percentile rent.  

Phased in from 
1 April 2011 

          55,000 

Local housing allowance rate for single people without 
dependants aged 25 – 34 restricted to the rate for a 
room with shared facilities. 

Phased in from 
1 April 2011 

           4,400 

Under occupation penalty for working age households 
in local authority or housing association housing. 
- penalty of 14% of rent for those assessed as under 
occupying by 1 room. 
- penalty of 25% of rent for those assessed as under 
occupying by 2 or more rooms. 

From 1 April 
2013 

        105,000 

Overall cap on benefits, which will initially be 
implemented through a reduction in housing benefit. 

To be phased in 
from 1 April 

2013 

           4,600 

Uprating local housing allowance rates by the lower of 
consumer price index or actual increase in the 30

th
 

percentile rate. 

April 2011  
    

         79,000
2
 

Restricting the uprating of local housing allowance 
rates to a maximum of 1% per year for two years from 
2014-15. 

April 2014 

Uprating non-dependant deductions to reflect 
increases in rent since 2001-02. 

April 2011 No estimate available. 

Changes to non-dependant deduction rates under 
Universal Credit. 

Phased in from 
autumn 2013. 

No estimate available. 

Notes: 
1. Since some households may have been affected by more than one of the changes it is not possible 
to provide an estimate of the total number of households affected. 

2. Figure shows the total number of households receiving local housing allowance at the latest 
available date. The effect on households will depend on whether private landlords continue to rent to 
households on housing benefit at LHA rates restricted in this way. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
asked the UK Government for exemptions from aspects of the proposed housing benefit reforms and, 
if so, which aspects; when it asked, and what the outcome was. 

 

Holding answer issued: 27 February 2013 (S4W-12542) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/supply-demand/chma/Benefitchanges


Margaret Burgess: Over the period from 2010 to the present date, the Scottish Government has 
sought concessions to the UK Government’s housing benefit reforms on numerous occasions since 
the Department of Work and Pensions (DWP) first announced its welfare reforms. These are that: 

Responsibility for housing benefit be devolved to the Scottish Parliament  
The proposal to reduce housing benefit for benefit recipients unemployed for twelve months or more 
be withdrawn  
The regulations on under-occupation deductions be withdrawn  
Under-occupation deductions should not apply where there is no alternative accommodation 
available  
Under-occupation deductions apply only to benefit recipients with two or more spare bedrooms  
Vulnerable tenants be safeguarded against direct payments  
Working families, disabled people, foster carers and parents who shared responsibility for children 
be safeguarded from under occupation penalties  
The flexibility afforded to the Northern Ireland Assembly on direct payments be extended to the 
Scottish Parliament 
People living in supported exempt accommodation be exempt from the benefits cap 
The UK Government increases its discretionary housing payments allocation to local authorities. 
Over the same period, DWP withdrew the proposal to reduce housing benefit for benefit recipients 

unemployed for twelve months or more; and decided to maintain current arrangements for covering 
the housing costs of benefit recipients in supported exempt accommodation for the next one to two 
years. 

In respect of direct payments, DWP has committed to provide budgeting support and make payment 
exceptions to a proportion of tenants. It has funded six direct payment demonstration projects to 
inform practice on direct payments. We are closely monitoring progress in this area. 

Although DWP has increased the discretionary housing payment (DHPs) budget, this constitutes 
less than 4% of the overall cuts to housing benefit. In respect of under-occupation, DWP intends that 
local authorities prioritise DHPs to people living in substantially adapted accommodation and 
foster/kinship carers.  

The Scottish Government and Scottish housing stakeholders continue to engage with DWP to seek 
to influence the UK Government’s welfare reforms. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
view of its policies on poverty and social inclusion, what its position is on the Office of Fair Trading's 
Review of the personal current account market. 

Holding answer issued: 27 February 2013 (S4W-12718) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government welcomes the Office of Fair Trading’s (OFT) Review of 
the personal current account market, noting that the OFT has found that the sector has become more 
concentrated since its last review in 2008. The Scottish Government shares the OFT’s concerns 
regarding a lack of sufficient competition in the Scottish banking market, which is having a negative 
effect on consumers’ willingness and ability to switch accounts. 

Banks should also be aware of the particular needs of socially and financially excluded individuals 
as customers, especially in light of the UK Parliament’s welfare reforms. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government when 
it last met representatives of the retail banking sector and what issues were discussed. 

Holding answer issued: 27 February 2013 (S4W-12719) 

Fergus Ewing: Details of all ministerial engagements are published in arrears on the Scottish 
Government website and can be accessed using the following link:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/People/14944/Events-Engagements/MinisterialEngagements. 

The database includes 36 references to ministerial engagements with representatives of retail and 
high street banks from 1 May 2011 until September 2012. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/People/14944/Events-Engagements/MinisterialEngagements


John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
view of its policies on poverty and social inclusion, whether it plans to meet representatives of the 
Office of Fair Trading to discuss the content of the Review of the personal current account market. 

 

Holding answer issued: 27 February 2013 (S4W-12720) 

Fergus Ewing: Scottish Government Officials maintain contact with the OFT on a regular basis and 
will continue to discuss matters of mutual interest. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
view of its policies on poverty and social inclusion, whether it monitors whether the retail banking 
sector meets the five objectives set out for it by the Office of Fair Trading (OFT) on 13 July 2012. 

 

Holding answer issued: 27 February 2013 (S4W-12721) 

Fergus Ewing: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12720 on the 28 February 2013, 
the Scottish Government meets regularly with the OFT, which has responsibility for the five objectives 
for the retail banking sector. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
view of its policies on poverty and social inclusion, whether it considers that there is effective 
competition in the personal current account market.  

 

Holding answer issued: 27 February 2013 (S4W-12722) 

Fergus Ewing: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12718 on 28 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
view of its policies on poverty and social inclusion, what discussions it has with (a) Office of Fair 
Trading and (b) UK financial authorities regarding the personal current account market. 

 

Holding answer issued: 27 February 2013 (S4W-12723) 

Fergus Ewing: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12720 on 28 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Annabelle Ewing (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what information it has about what action each local authority is taking to raise 
awareness of the impact of the proposed welfare reforms. 

 (S4W-12864) 

Margaret Burgess: Local authorities are engaged in a range of actions to prepare for the reforms, 
such as establishing arrangements for the Scottish Welfare Fund in their area and work to introduce 
the Council Tax Reduction scheme. Several local authorities are also involved in pilots that provide an 
opportunity to help prepare for the introduction of universal credit. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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We are working in partnership with the Convention Of Scottish Local Authorities and funding the 
improvement service to gather intelligence and information about the preparedness of councils and 
their partners as they prepare to implement the reforms and support those affected by the changes. 
This will help local authorities to shape their individual responses to the emerging priorities in their 
areas, including actions required to raise awareness on the expected impacts. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is 
taking to mitigate the effects of the underoccupancy penalty on families in Scotland. 

 (S4W-12878) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government is providing financial help for low income people and 
families affected by the UK Government’s welfare reforms. We are protecting people currently 
receiving council tax benefit against the UK Government’s 10% cut in funding for successor 
arrangements; providing an additional £9.2 million for the new Scottish Welfare Fund; and providing a 
£5.4 million package to support those providing front-line advice and support to people across 
Scotland. 

We are helping local authorities and landlords to support their tenants through the UK Government’s 
benefit changes through £160,000 investment in awareness raising, training and guidance. This 
includes resources for our homelessness prevention approach, which provides a strong safety net for 
anyone at risk of homelessness. We will monitor impacts closely and continue to work with tenant 
representatives and other stakeholders to identify any further action we can take to mitigate the effects 
of the under-occupancy penalty. 

As long as responsibility for welfare benefits is reserved to Westminster we are limited in what we 
can do to protect vulnerable families. 

 

Chic Brodie (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the gross value is of the commercial assets held by each local authority. 

 (S4W-12950) 

John Swinney: Local authorities are required to account for their assets in a number of categories. 
This does not include the category of commercial asset. The Scottish Government collects information 
on the net book value of assets held by local authorities. This information is included in the following 
table. 

Net book value of non-current assets by type of asset. 
Local Authority Annual Accounts to 31 March 2007, Local Authority Final Capital Returns from 31 March 2008 

Type of Asset 31 March 
2005 

31 March 
2006 

31 March 
2007 

31 March 
2008 

31 March 
2009 

31 March 
2010 

31 March 
2011 

£m £m £m £m £m £m £m 

Dwellings 6,091.3 7,068.7 7,632.4 7,953.5 8,739.3 9,141.0 9,780.1 

Operational Land and 
Buildings 10,218.5 10,863.8 11,252.7 12,522.6 13,383.5 18,182.7 19,132.1 

Vehicles, Plant and 
Equipment 380.5 501.2 571.0 647.0 719.0 769.1 928.8 

Infrastructure 2,320.3 2,602.4 2,874.5 3,287.8 3,640.8 3,941.4 4,335.1 

Community Assets 96.2 115.8 138.5 150.6 170.0 172.1 177.8 

Surplus Assets 416.6 456.0 388.5 546.4 540.6 583.6 492.7 

Assets Under 
Construction and 
Work In Progress 243.8 359.8 619.3 897.5 1,019.3 983.2 1,275.9 

Total Property, Plant 
and Equipment 19,767.2 21,967.8 23,476.9 26,005.3 28,212.6 33,773.1 36,122.5 

Intangible Assets    47.0 43.3 42.8 18.1 

Total Operational and 
Non-Operational 
Assets 19,767.2 21,967.8 23,476.9 26,052.3 28,255.9 33,815.9 36,140.6 



Type of Asset 31 March 
2005 

31 March 
2006 

31 March 
2007 

31 March 
2008 

31 March 
2009 

31 March 
2010 

31 March 
2011 

£m £m £m £m £m £m £m 

Investment Properties 978.3 1,083.0 1,131.0 1,238.4 1,130.7 702.7 209.2 

Total 20,745.5 23,050.8 24,607.9 27,290.7 29,386.6 34,518.6 36,349.8 

 

Chic Brodie (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the market value is of the commercial assets held by each local authority. 

 (S4W-12951) 

John Swinney: Local authorities are required to account for their assets in a number of categories. 
This does not include the category of commercial asset. The Scottish Government collects information 
on the net book value of assets held by local authorities and I refer the member to the answer to 
question S4W-12950 on 28 February 2013. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Chic Brodie (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the maintenance budget has been for commercial assets held by each local authority in each of the 
last three years. 

 (S4W-12952) 

John Swinney: Local authorities are required to account for their assets in a number of categories. 
This does not include the category of commercial asset. The Scottish Government does not hold 
information on the value of maintenance budgets for each local authority for their non-current assets. 

Health and Social Care 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many GPs are using employers’ pension contributions that they receive as salary instead of NHS 
pension contributions. 

 (S4W-12750) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12752 on 28 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many GPs have formally opted out of paying employers’ pension contributions that they receive as 
NHS pension contributions. 

 (S4W-12751) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12752 on 28 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
rules there are regarding GPs using employers’ pension contributions that they receive as salary 
instead of NHS pension contributions. 

 (S4W-12752) 

Alex Neil: The vast majority of GPs operate as independent contractors within the NHS under the 
terms of the nationally negotiated General Medical Services (GMS) contract. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Payments for the GMS contract are made to practices and not to individual GPs. These payments 
are set out in the GMS Statement of Financial Entitlements (SFE). The SFE for the current financial 
year is published on SHOW (Scotland’s Health on the Web) under cover of Scottish Government 
circular PCA (M) (2012) 13:  
http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/pca/PCA2012(M)13letter.pdf. 

The global sum is the payment to each practice towards its costs in delivering essential services, 
including its staff costs and expenses. When the new GMS contract was negotiated in 2004 the global 
sum was adjusted to include an amount reflecting employer pension contributions for GPs at that time. 

The global sum and arrangements for contractors’, employer’s and employee’s superannuation 
contributions in respect of the NHS Superannuation Scheme (Scotland) for employees of their practice 
are covered in sections 2 and 22 of the SFE. 

GP contractors are not salaried: a practice partner’s income is their share of the practice’s residual 
profits after practice expenses have been met. Partners’ NHS Superannuation Scheme (Scotland) 
contributions are deducted in determining their taxable profits. 

The NHS Superannuation Scheme (Scotland) is not a compulsory scheme and a contractor would 
be entitled to opt out of the scheme if they wished to do so. These arrangements and the management 
of practice income, including the element for GP employer pension contributions are all matters for 
practice partners to determine in line with their practice’s Partnership Agreement. Information on these 
matters is not held centrally. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many patients in the NHS Grampian area have been operated on in (a) private hospitals and (b) the 
Golden Jubilee National Hospital to meet waiting times targets in each of the last three years, broken 
down by hospital. 

 (S4W-12753) 

Alex Neil: The number of NHS Grampian patients operated in a private hospitals was 124 in 2009-
10, 2 in 2010-11 and 9 in 2011-12. In relation to the Golden Jubilee National Hospital the number of 
Grampian patient treated at the hospital was 10 in 2009-10, 20 in 2010-11 and 148 in 2011-12. This 
information relates to acute surgical specialties and derived from ISD Scottish Morbidity Return for 
inpatient and day cases. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its position is on GPs using employers’ pension contributions that they receive as salary instead of 
NHS pension contributions. 

 (S4W-12754) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12752 on 28 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment has been made of unused operating theatre capacity in NHS Grampian that could be 
used to meet waiting times targets. 

 (S4W-12756) 

Alex Neil: The utilisation of theatre capacity is a management issue for the board. We expect NHS 
boards, including Grampian, to ensure that theatres are used efficiently and effectively to deliver 
patient care including waiting time standards. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment has been made of the cost of using unused operating theatre capacity in NHS Grampian 
to meet waiting times targets. 

http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/pca/PCA2012(M)13letter.pdf
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 (S4W-12757) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12756 on 28 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many accident and emergency departments there are; at what hospitals; in which NHS board areas, 
and what size of population they serve. 

 (S4W-12769) 

Alex Neil: Emergency Departments (EDs) were defined by the British Association of Emergency 
Medicine (now the College of Emergency Medicine) in The Way Forward (2005) as “those hospitals 
with new patient attendances of greater than 40,000 per annum. 

The principles for EDs in this type of hospital are as follows: Departments must have immediate 
access to the key supporting specialties to allow an ED to function safely. The following should be 
available on site: intensive care, anaesthetics, acute medicine, general surgery, orthopaedic trauma. 
There should be rapid easy access to child health (preferably on-site), 24-hour access to imaging 
(including CT scanning) and laboratory services available on site. In these circumstances, such 
departments can provide high quality emergency care around the clock for any patient presenting to 
the department. For those patients requiring regional centre expertise, then safe stabilisation and 
transfer protocols must be in place.  These principles apply to such hospitals whether in metropolitan, 
urban or rural areas.” 

In addition, ISD Scotland has historically classified Emergency Departments as either core or non-
core sites. Core sites include all Emergency Departments within large hospitals. It is important to note 
that, according to this classification, some core sites are large minor injuries units, such as the 
Western General Hospital in Edinburgh. 

Hospital NHS Board Attendances in 
2011-12 

Crosshouse Ayrshire and Arran 70,301 

Ayr Ayrshire and Arran 44,779 

Borders General Borders 23,669 

Dumfries and Galloway Royal 
Infirmary Dumfries and Galloway 33,546 

Galloway Community Dumfries and Galloway 11,667 

Victoria  Fife 39,204 

Forth Valley Royal* Forth Valley 42,410 

Aberdeen Royal Infirmary Grampian 64,148 

Dr Gray's Grampian 24,218 

Royal Aberdeen Children Grampian 18,244 

Glasgow Royal Infirmary Greater Glasgow and Clyde 86,571 

Royal Alexandra Greater Glasgow and Clyde 75,711 

RHSC, Glasgow Greater Glasgow and Clyde 45,271 

Southern General Greater Glasgow and Clyde 48,825 

Victoria Infirmary Greater Glasgow and Clyde 80,144 

Western Infirmary / Gartnavel Greater Glasgow and Clyde 60,435 

Inverclyde Royal Greater Glasgow and Clyde 33,270 

Belford Highland 8,826 

Caithness General Highland 6,269 

Lorn and Islands District General Highland 6,252 

Raigmore Highland 31,560 

Hairmyres Lanarkshire 57,783 

Monklands Lanarkshire 68,192 

Wishaw Lanarkshire 65,819 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Hospital NHS Board Attendances in 
2011-12 

RHSC, Edinburgh Lothian 40,182 

Royal Infirmary Lothian 113,201 

St Johns Lothian 52,895 

Western General Lothian 38,974 

Gilbert Bain Shetland 8,245 

Ninewells Tayside 49,538 

Perth Royal Infirmary Tayside 25,436 

Western Isles Western Isles 6,955 
Notes: Forth Valley Royal Hospital opened during 2011-12 - attendances based on partial year. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
the additional £1 million for the emergency care action plan will be allocated and how much each NHS 
board will receive. 

 (S4W-12771) 

Alex Neil: NHS boards will be invited to bid for additional funding with decisions on funding 
allocations to be taken in April 2013. These decisions will be informed by a new group involving senior 
NHS managers, representatives from the medical Royal Colleges and other experts. 

The Scottish Government has supported NHS boards to increase the number of consultants working 
in Scotland’s A&E Departments, with the number of consultants increasing from 75.8 consultants 
(WTE) in September 2006 up to 144.4 consultants (WTE) in September 2012. 

Over and above this additional funding, NHS boards will continue to review their projections for their 
consultant workforce going forward. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the additional £1 million for the emergency care action plan is embedded into long-term NHS 
plans and will be carried forward into subsequent financial years. 

 (S4W-12772) 

Alex Neil: This is additional funding to the territorial NHS boards and will be met from 
efficiencies/reprioritisation within our central portfolio budgets and will fund around ten full time 
consultants. NHS boards will be allocated £1,000,000 in 2013-14, £500,000 in 2014-15 and £250,000 
in 2015-16. 

The Scottish Government has supported NHS boards to increase the number of consultants working 
in Scotland’s accident and emergency departments, with the number of consultants increasing from 
75.8 consultants whole time equivalent (WTE) in September 2006 up to 144.4 consultants (WTE) in 
September 2012. 

Over and above this additional funding, NHS boards will continue to review their projections for their 
consultant workforce going forward. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
when NHS boards will first receive funding from the emergency care action plan and when the first 
consultants will arrive in accident and emergency departments. 

 (S4W-12774) 

Alex Neil: NHS boards will receive their allocations in April 2013 and we expect NHS boards to 
commence recruitment of consultants in April 2013. 

The Scottish Government has supported NHS boards to increase the number of consultants working 
in Scotland’s accident and emergency departments, with the number of consultants increasing from 
75.8 consultants whole time equivalent (WTE) in September 2006 up to 144.4 consultants (WTE) in 
September 2012. 



Over and above this additional funding, NHS boards will continue to review their projections for their 
consultant workforce going forward. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it will (a) monitor and (b) measure the success of the emergency care action plan. 

 (S4W-12775) 

Alex Neil: The unscheduled care action plan will be monitored using a small number of new and 
existing indicators. The unscheduled care expert group is currently considering the unscheduled care 
data development projects underway in Scotland. New indicators will be developed through this work 
and these will be used alongside existing indicators (for example on 4 hour access to emergency 
departments) to monitor the action plan. 

 

Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale) (Scottish National Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what treatment is available on the NHS for (a) cancer and (b) non-
cancer patients with lipoedema. 

 (S4W-12849) 

Michael Matheson: Patients may be referred to lymphoedema services as some of the treatment 
options for lymphoedema may be of benefit to people with lipoedema. In some cases, clinicians may 
consider referring patients for consideration of tumescent liposuction which would be determined 
following appropriate specialist assessment. Clinicians are best placed to determine the appropriate 
treatment for their individual patients. 

Lipoedema, unlike lymphoedema, has no post-cancer treatment correlation, therefore this would not 
have any bearing on the referral or treatment process. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what steps it is taking to ensure that every pregnancy other than in the last trimester is assessed for 
foetal growth retardation. 

 (S4W-12865) 

Michael Matheson: National care pathways indicate that midwives should assess fetal growth at 
each scheduled antenatal visit from 28 weeks of pregnancy. If concerns were detected regarding 
growth at the time of the anomaly ultrasound scan, at between 18 and 20 weeks of pregnancy, there 
would be a follow up, however the reasons for a small baby at this point are usually chromosomal or 
other abnormalities and this is not a time that “growth” per se is monitored. Normally formed babies 
are about the same size at 20 weeks. 

Where a midwife has a concern related to fetal growth, she/he would refer the woman for ultrasound 
examination and obstetric review as required. Scans for growth would not be commenced until 28 
weeks routinely or at 24 weeks if there had been a previous problem with severe growth restriction or 
another significant medical risk factor. 

Women who are known to be at risk of fetal growth restriction will have additional monitoring 
including additional ultrasound scans during pregnancy. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it ensures that doctors explore the risks of stillbirth associated with passive and active smoking 
with prospective parents. 

 (S4W-12866) 

Michael Matheson: Awareness of all the risks of antenatal smoking, including the increased risk of 
stillbirth, is taught as part of midwifery and medical education curricula. All women are counselled of 
the risks of antenatal smoking at booking and throughout the pregnancy if they continue to smoke and 
are offered help with smoking cessation. 



All health professionals have a responsibility to take a person-centred approach to improving the 
health of the people they care for and primary care settings are particularly well placed to engage with 
smokers. The guidance makes clear that GPs should be aware of all referral options to specialist 
smoking cessation services as well as how to provide advice to smokers through brief interventions. 
Helping smokers to quit is part of the primary care remit and payments are currently made to GP 
practices for recording smoking status and appropriate onward referral under the Quality and 
Outcomes Framework (QOF). 

The Scottish Patient Safety Programme - Maternity Care Quality Improvement Collaborative will 
include smoking cessation as one of its two main aspects of care. The programme will focus on 
improving the numbers of women who are referred to smoking cessation services and improvements 
in the clinical management of risks for those women and their babies who are unable or unwilling to 
stop smoking. 

 

Mark McDonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how the development and delivery of local strategies to tackle autism will be monitored. 

 (S4W-13118) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government have provided funding of £35,000 to each local 
authority in Scotland to develop local autism action plans, according to local need. The Scottish 
Government will soon be in contact with each local authority to obtain a copy of each action plan. It will 
be the responsibility of each local authority to monitor local autism action plans. 

Learning and Justice 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
report on BBC Newsnight Scotland on 13 November 2012, whether it has sought legal advice in 
relation to the former chair of Stow College. 

 

Holding answer issued: 28 November 2012 (S4W-11205) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government has taken legal advice in relation to this matter. The 
Government does not consider it appropriate to place and debate legal advice in public. 

 

Maureen Watt (Aberdeen South and North Kincardine) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many (a) undergraduate and (b) postgraduate initial teacher education 
places have been available at each university in each year since 2005. 

 (S4W-12792) 

Michael Russell: The following hyperlinks to Scottish Funding Council (SFC) Circular letters show 
(a)undergraduate and (b) postgraduate initial teacher education (ITE) places that have been available 
at each university in each year since 2005: 

2005 
http://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20090411233457/http://www.sfc.ac.uk/information/in

fo_circulars/shefc/2005/he0405/annex3.pdf 
 
2006 
http://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20080412030808/http://www.sfc.ac.uk/information/in

fo_circulars/sfc/2006/sfc0606/sfc0606.html 
 
2007 
http://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20101011225710/http://www.sfc.ac.uk/news_events

_circulars/Circulars/2007/SFC1307.aspx 
http://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20101011225626/http://www.sfc.ac.uk/news_events

_circulars/Circulars/2007/SFC4407.aspx 

 

 

http://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20090411233457/http:/www.sfc.ac.uk/information/info_circulars/shefc/2005/he0405/annex3.pdf
http://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20090411233457/http:/www.sfc.ac.uk/information/info_circulars/shefc/2005/he0405/annex3.pdf
http://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20080412030808/http:/www.sfc.ac.uk/information/info_circulars/sfc/2006/sfc0606/sfc0606.html
http://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20080412030808/http:/www.sfc.ac.uk/information/info_circulars/sfc/2006/sfc0606/sfc0606.html
http://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20101011225710/http:/www.sfc.ac.uk/news_events_circulars/Circulars/2007/SFC1307.aspx
http://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20101011225710/http:/www.sfc.ac.uk/news_events_circulars/Circulars/2007/SFC1307.aspx
http://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20101011225626/http:/www.sfc.ac.uk/news_events_circulars/Circulars/2007/SFC4407.aspx
http://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20101011225626/http:/www.sfc.ac.uk/news_events_circulars/Circulars/2007/SFC4407.aspx


2008 
http://www.sfc.ac.uk/newsinformation/Circulars/2008/SFC0808.aspx 
 
2009 
http://www.sfc.ac.uk/news_events_circulars/Circulars/2009/SFC1809.aspx 
http://www.sfc.ac.uk/newsinformation/Circulars/2009/SFC0809.aspx 

2010 
http://www.sfc.ac.uk/newsinformation/Circulars/2010/SFC0510.aspx 
 
2011 
http://www.sfc.ac.uk/newsinformation/Circulars/2011/SFC0111.aspx 
 
2012 
http://www.sfc.ac.uk/newsinformation/Circulars/2012/SFC0312.aspx 
 
2013 target intakes for ITE will be announced by SFC shortly. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what it is doing to support care leavers and people with (a) autism spectrum disorders, (b) Asperger 
syndrome, (c) attention deficit hyperactivity disorder and (d) social, emotional behavioural difficulties 
into further and higher education. 

 (S4W-12830) 

Michael Russell: With the support of the Scottish Funding Council, a number of colleges and 
universities in Scotland have achieved, or are working with Buttle UK to achieve, the Buttle Quality 
Mark. This accreditation programme recognises the provision of systems of support relevant to care 
leavers. 

We do not hold information on individual students and their particular support needs. Colleges and 
universities consider applications on a case-by-case basis and are required under Equalities 
legislation to make reasonable adjustments to accommodate students with additional support needs. 

The Student Awards Agency for Scotland administers the Disabled Student’s Allowance which 
provides support to students studying a course of higher education. The Scottish Funding Council also 
provides additional funding to higher education institutions in the form of the Disabled Students 
Premium. 

In further education, there are two additional funding streams available to institutions. Dominant 
Programme Group 18 (DPG 18) includes programmes which are specifically designed to meet the 
needs of students with learning difficulties arising from one or more specific categories of disability. 
Extended Learning Support (ELS) students study on courses outwith DPG 18 and this funding 
recognises that ELS students also have needs which arise from specific disability categories and 
which require additional expenditure on the part of the college. On an individual level, students can 
apply to their college for the Additional Support Needs for Learning Allowance. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many and what percentage of care leavers and people with (a) autism spectrum disorders, (b) 
Asperger syndrome, (c) attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, (d) social, emotional behavioural 
difficulties and (e) learning disabilities are in further education. 

 (S4W-12833) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Funding Council (SFC) produces statistics for further education 
students in colleges. The latest detailed data on students in further education is for the academic year 
2010-11. 

Data on care leavers is not currently available from the SFC. The Scottish Government is working 
with the SFC and institutions to ensure this information is captured in future years. 

The following table shows the number of further education enrolments split by disability type. 
Comparable population estimates are not available for these specific categories. 

http://www.sfc.ac.uk/newsinformation/Circulars/2008/SFC0808.aspx
http://www.sfc.ac.uk/news_events_circulars/Circulars/2009/SFC1809.aspx
http://www.sfc.ac.uk/newsinformation/Circulars/2009/SFC0809.aspx
http://www.sfc.ac.uk/newsinformation/Circulars/2010/SFC0510.aspx
http://www.sfc.ac.uk/newsinformation/Circulars/2011/SFC0111.aspx
http://www.sfc.ac.uk/newsinformation/Circulars/2012/SFC0312.aspx


Enrolments in further education (FE) in Scottish colleges by disability type: 2010-11 

Disability Type 
 

Number of FE 
enrolments 

Blind/partially sighted 
                 
1,065  

Deaf/hearing impairment 
                 
2,050  

Wheelchair user/mobility difficulties 
                 
2,355  

Personal care support 275  

Mental health difficulties 
                 
4,035  

Unseen disability not listed elsewhere e.g. 
diabetes/epilepsy 

                 
8,895  

Multiple disabilities 
                 
4,230  

Dyslexia 
                 
9,895  

A disability not listed above (1) 
               
10,315  

Not recorded 
               
34,695  

No known disability 253,840               

Total FE enrolments 
             
331,650  

Source: Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA) and Scottish Funding Council (SFC). 
Notes: 
(1) For colleges, students with an autistic spectrum disorder are included in the category “A disability, 
impairment or medical condition not listed above” as they are not reported on separately. 
Enrolment numbers rounded to the nearest five. 
Some further education courses have a duration of less than one academic year, therefore students 
can enrol more than once per year. The number of FE enrolments will be higher than the number of 
students. Enrolments have been provided in this table to ensure comparability with the HE enrolment 
numbers provided in the answer to question S4W-12837 on 28 February 2013. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many and what percentage of care leavers and people with (a) autism spectrum disorders, (b) 
Asperger syndrome, (c) attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, (d) social, emotional behavioural 
difficulties and (e) learning disabilities are in higher education. 

 (S4W-12834) 

Michael Russell: The Higher Education Statistics Authority (HESA) produces statistics for higher 
education students in Higher Education Institutions (HEIs). The Scottish Funding Council (SFC) 
produces statistics for higher education students in colleges. The latest detailed data on students in 
higher education is for the academic year 2010-11. 

Data on care leavers is not currently available from HESA or the SFC. The Scottish Government is 
working with HESA, the SFC and institutions to ensure this information is captured in future years. 

The following table shows the number of higher education enrolments split by disability type. 
Comparable population estimates are not available for these specific categories. 

Enrolments in Higher Education (HE) in Scottish HEIs and colleges by disability type: 2010-11 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Disability Type 
 

Number of HE 
enrolments 

Blind or a serious visual impairment uncorrected by 
glasses 525  

Deaf or a serious hearing impairment 800  

A physical impairment or mobility issues, such as 
difficulty using arms or using a wheelchair or 
crutches 820  

Personal care support 20  

A mental health condition, such as depression, 
schizophrenia or anxiety disorder 

                 
2,225  

A long standing illness or health condition such as 
cancer, HIV, diabetes, chronic heart disease, or 
epilepsy 

                 
3,765  

Two or more impairments and/or disabling medical 
conditions 

                 
2,100  

A social/communication impairment such as 
Aspergers syndrome/other autistic spectrum 
disorder (1) 340  

A specific learning difficulty such as dyslexia, 
dyspraxia or AD(H)D 

                 
9,400  

A disability, impairment or medical condition that is 
not listed above (1) 

                 
3,145  

Not recorded 

                 
3,800  

No known disability 

             
263,060  

Total HE enrolments 

             
290,000  

Source: Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA) and Scottish Funding Council (SFC). 
Notes: 
(1) For colleges, students with an autistic spectrum disorder are included in the category 'A disability, 
impairment or medical condition not listed above' as they are not reported on separately. 
Enrolment numbers rounded to the nearest five. 
The vast majority of higher education courses have a duration of at least one academic year, therefore 
students generally enrol once per year. The number of HE enrolments is broadly comparable to the 
number of HE students. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many and what percentage of care leavers and people with (a) autism spectrum disorders, (b) 
Asperger syndrome, (c) attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, (d) social, emotional behavioural 
difficulties and (e) learning disabilities are in employment. 

 (S4W-12835) 

Michael Russell: No data is held centrally regarding the employment status of all care leavers. 



The Annual Population Survey (APS) provides estimates of employment across Scotland; however 
the only data available for those specific conditions requested covers those who have any learning 
difficulties or disabilities. The latest APS data covers the period from October 2011 to September 
2012.  

In Scotland it is estimated that there are 9,000 people aged 16 and over with learning difficulties or 
disabilities who are in employment. Approximately 23.0% of all those aged 16+ with learning 
difficulties or disabilities are in employment; this is not the same as the employment rate for this group 
as it is based on those aged 16+ including those beyond retirement age. 

The APS is a population survey and so there is an amount of variability in this estimate. 
Source: Annual Population Survey, Office for National Statistics 
Notes:  
1. Level rounded to nearest thousand, percentage based on unrounded figures. 
2. The sub-group of interest here is relatively small therefore this estimate is not as reliable as those 
for the total population aged 16+. 
3. Learning difficulties and disabilities includes conditions such as dyslexia or dyscalculia; mental 
impairments or mental handicap.  

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many and what percentage of care leavers and people with (a) autism spectrum disorders, (b) 
Asperger syndrome, (c) attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, (d) social, emotional behavioural 
difficulties and (e) learning disabilities are in post-16 education, employment and training. 

 (S4W-12836) 

Michael Russell: No data is held centrally regarding the employment status of all care leavers. 

The Annual Population Survey (APS) provides estimates of employment across Scotland; however 
the only data available for those specific conditions requested covers those who have any learning 
difficulties or disabilities. The latest APS data covers the period from October 2011 to September 
2012. 

In Scotland it is estimated that there are 15,000 people aged 16 and over with learning difficulties or 
disabilities who are in employment, education or training. Approximately 39.6% of all those aged 16+ 
with learning difficulties or disabilities are in employment, education or training; this is not the same as 
the employment rate for this group as it is based on those aged 16+ including those beyond retirement 
age. 

The APS is a population survey and so there is an amount of variability in this estimate. 
Source: Annual Population Survey, Office for National Statistics. 
Notes:  
1. Level rounded to nearest thousand, percentage based on unrounded figures. 
2. The sub-group of interest here is relatively small therefore this estimate is not as reliable as those   
for the total population aged 16+. 
3. Learning difficulties and disabilities includes conditions such as dyslexia or dyscalculia; mental  
impairments or mental handicap. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what percentage of higher education students comprises care leavers and people with (a) autism 
spectrum disorders, (b) Asperger syndrome, (c) attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, (d) social, 
emotional behavioural difficulties and (e) learning disabilities. 

 (S4W-12837) 

Michael Russell: The Higher Education Statistics Authority (HESA) produces statistics for higher 
education students in Higher Education Institutions (HEIs). The Scottish Funding Council produces 
statistics for higher education students in colleges. The latest detailed data on students in higher 
education is for the academic year 2010-11. 

Data on care leavers is not currently available from HESA or the SFC. The Scottish Government is 
working with HESA, the SFC and institutions to ensure this information is captured in future years. 



The table below shows the number and percentage of higher education enrolments split by disability 
type. 
Enrolments in higher education (HE) in Scottish HEIs and colleges by disability type: 2010-11 

Disability Type Number of HE 
enrolments 

Percentage of 
all HE 

enrolments 

Blind or a serious visual impairment uncorrected by 
glasses                    525  0.2% 

Deaf or a serious hearing impairment                    800  0.3% 

A physical impairment or mobility issues, such as 
difficulty using arms or using a wheelchair or 
crutches                    820  0.3% 

Personal care support                      20  0.0% 

A mental health condition, such as depression, 
schizophrenia or anxiety disorder 

                 
2,225  0.8% 

A long standing illness or health condition such as 
cancer, HIV, diabetes, chronic heart disease, or 
epilepsy 

                 
3,765  1.3% 

Two or more impairments and/or disabling medical 
conditions 

                 
2,100  0.7% 

A social/communication impairment such as 
Aspergers syndrome/other autistic spectrum 
disorder (1)                    340  0.1% 

A specific learning difficulty such as dyslexia, 
dyspraxia or AD(H)D 

                 
9,400  3.2% 

A disability, impairment or medical condition that is 
not listed above (1) 

                 
3,145  1.1% 

Not recorded 

                 
3,800  1.3% 

No known disability 

             
263,060  90.7% 

Total HE enrolments 

             
290,000  100.0% 

Source: Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA) and Scottish Funding Council (SFC). 
Notes: 
1 For colleges, students with an autistic spectrum disorder are included in the category 'A disability, 
impairment or medical condition not listed above' as they are not reported on separately. 
Enrolment numbers rounded to the nearest five. 
The vast majority of higher education courses have a duration of at least one academic year, therefore 
students generally enrol once per year. The number of HE enrolments is broadly comparable to the 
number of HE students. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what percentage of further education students comprises care leavers and people with (a) autism 
spectrum disorders, (b) Asperger syndrome, (c) attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, (d) social, 
emotional behavioural difficulties and (e) learning disabilities. 



 (S4W-12838) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Funding Council produces statistics for further education students in 
colleges. The latest detailed data on students in further education is for the academic year 2010-11. 

Data on care leavers is not currently available from the SFC. The Scottish Government is working 
with the SFC and institutions to ensure this information is captured in future years. 

The following table shows the number and percentage of further education enrolments split by 
disability type. 

Enrolments in further education (FE) in Scottish colleges by disability type: 2010-11 

Disability Type Number of FE 
enrolments 

Percentage of 
all FE 

enrolments 

Blind/partially sighted 

                 
1,065  0.3% 

Deaf/hearing impairment 

                 
2,050  0.6% 

Wheelchair user/mobility difficulties 

                 
2,355  0.7% 

Personal care support                    275  0.1% 

Mental health difficulties 

                 
4,035  1.2% 

Unseen disability not listed elsewhere e.g. 
diabetes/epilepsy 

                 
8,895  2.7% 

Multiple disabilities 

                 
4,230  1.3% 

Dyslexia 

                 
9,895  3.0% 

A disability not listed above (1) 

               
10,315  3.1% 

Not recorded 

               
34,695  10.5% 

No known disability 

             
253,840  76.5% 

Total FE enrolments 

             
331,650  100.0% 

Source: Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA) and Scottish Funding Council (SFC). 
Notes: 
1. For colleges, students with an autistic spectrum disorder are included in the category 'A disability, 
impairment or medical condition not listed above' as they are not reported on separately. 
Enrolment numbers rounded to the nearest five. 
Some further education courses have a duration of less than one academic year, therefore students 
can enrol more than once per year. The number of FE enrolments will be higher than the number of 
students. Enrolments have been provided in this table to ensure comparability with the HE enrolment 
numbers provided in the answer to question S4W-12837 on 28 February 2013. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many and what percentage of people in employment comprises care leavers and people with (a) 
autism spectrum disorders, (b) Asperger syndrome, (c) attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, (d) 
social, emotional behavioural difficulties and (e) learning disabilities. 

 (S4W-12839) 

Michael Russell: No data is held centrally regarding the employment status of all care leavers. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


The Annual Population Survey (APS) provides estimates of employment across Scotland; however 
the only data available for those specific conditions requested covers those who have any learning 
difficulties or disabilities. The latest APS data covers the period from October 2011 to September 
2012. 

In Scotland it is estimated that there are 9,000 people aged 16 and over with learning difficulties or 
disabilities who are in employment. It is estimated that they account for approximately 0.3% of all 
those aged 16+ in employment. 

The APS is a population survey and so there is an amount of variability in this estimate. 
Source: Annual Population Survey, Office for National Statistics 
Notes:  
1. Level rounded to nearest thousand, percentage based on unrounded figures. 
2. The sub-group of interest here is relatively small therefore this estimate is not as reliable as those 
for the total population aged 16+. 
3. Learning difficulties and disabilities includes conditions such as dyslexia or dyscalculia; mental 
impairments or mental handicap.  

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many people have been (a) charged and (b) convicted for a criminal offence 
committed in an accident and emergency department in the last five years, broken down by crime. 

 (S4W-12912) 

Kenny MacAskill: Information on the location of offences is not held in The Scottish Government 
court proceedings database, however, I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-11677 on 10 
January 2013 which includes data on section 5(1) of the Emergency Workers (Scotland) Act 2005 
relating to assaulting or impeding health workers in hospital premises. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what funding it or its agencies will provide for pupils to visit First World War battlefields in 2014. 

 (S4W-13129) 

Alasdair Allan: As part of the WWI Commemoration Programme, arrangements for a travel subsidy 
scheme to support all Scottish secondary schools who wish to visit WWI Battlefield sites are being 
developed. It is anticipated that the scheme will be managed by Historic Scotland. Information is being 
gathered from schools and others involved in Battlefield tours to ensure the proposed scheme is fair 
and equitable. An announcement will be made in due course. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
when officials developing proposals for a travel subsidy scheme for school visits to First World War 
battlefield sites will inform schools of these proposals. 

 (S4W-13130) 

Alasdair Allan: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13129 on 28 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether recent budget decisions include funding for school visits to First World War battlefields and, if 
so, (a) how much will be allocated and (b) whether rural schools will be allocated additional funding for 
any additional travel costs. 

 (S4W-13131) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Alasdair Allan: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13129 on 28 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government when it plans to commence sections 1 to 4 of the Prisons 
(Interference with Wireless Telegraphy) Act 2012. 

 (S4W-13149) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

The Scottish Prison Service is in the early stages of planning the implementation of the provisions of 
The Prisons (Interference with Wireless Telegraphy) Act 2012, which received Royal Asset on the 19 
December 2012. The timescales for commencing sections 1 to 4 of the Act will be considered as part 
of the implementation process. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it considers that the rules on enhanced disclosure of previous criminal 
convictions are compatible with Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights. 

 (S4W-13169) 

Kenny MacAskill: We consider that the rules on enhanced disclosure checks in Scotland are 
compatible with Article 8 of the European Convention. However, we keep the statutory basis and 
application of these important arrangements under review, including in light of court judgements. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of the recent Court of Appeal ruling relating to the 
disclosure of criminal conviction information in England and Wales and its relevance to Scotland’s 
enhanced disclosure procedures. 

 (S4W-13170) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government is assessing the Court of Appeal judgement and the 
extent to which any aspect of it might be relevant to current practice regarding the enhanced 
disclosure of criminal convictions in Scotland. 

Transport Scotland 

Colin Keir (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will produce a report on traffic flow issues on the A90 and A8 in the west of Edinburgh. 

 (S4O-1855) 

Keith Brown: The A90 and A8 in the west of Edinburgh are local roads. As such, City of Edinburgh 
Council is responsible for their management, including the production of any traffic flow reports. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its timescale is for setting out details of the (a) termini, (b) route, (c) cost and (d) date of the 
works on high-speed rail between Edinburgh and Glasgow. 

 (S4W-12861) 

Keith Brown: Outline business case appraisal will report in 2014. The outline business case will 
consider broad route alignment and indicative cost/benefits analyses of options. 

Those analyses will support the consideration of the decisions necessary to progress the scheme, 
and subsequently secure Parliamentary approval through Bill processes. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Preparation for that Bill would require further development of a detailed proposal, including detailed 
design of route, termini options, and environmental and social reporting. 

Our ambition is that a new line linking Edinburgh to Glasgow, including a new route alignment for rail 
services to and from the South, would be operational by 2024. 

This would indicate a preparation and construction period, allowing for a period of final operational 
testing, between 2016 and 2023. 

Further detail on the timing of these processes is available from the following report, prepared by 
independent consultants, and placed on Transport Scotland’s website on 21 December 2012: 
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/files/documents/rail/Commnetary_on_Outline_Programme.pdf. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has had discussions regarding raising the speed 
limit for HGVs on the (a) A1, (b) A7 and (c) A68. 

 (S4W-12928) 

Keith Brown: Transport Scotland has not had any specific discussions regarding raising the speed 
limit for HGVs on the A1, A7 and the A68 trunk roads. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government how much the harbour dues per journey will be for MV Finlaggan when it 
uses (a) Port Askaig and (b) Port Ellen harbour from 1 April 2013. 

 (S4W-13125) 

Keith Brown: For (a) Port Askaig, CalMac pay Argyll and Bute Council the published rates for 
harbour dues as detailed on the Council's website: http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/ports-and-harbours-
vessels/ports-and-harbours-rates-vessels and for (b) Port Ellen harbour, CalMac pay an annual fee to 
Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd (CMAL) which covers harbour dues at all the CMAL owned harbours 
used by CalMac. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to 
conduct a passenger transport survey on bus travel and, if so, when. 

 (S4W-13150) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government already collects survey information on bus travel through 
the Scottish Household Survey, a continuous survey based on a sample of the general population in 
private residences in Scotland. The Survey covers: 

The extent that respondents use local bus services; 
The time, distance and purpose of respondents’ bus journeys;  
The frequency of bus services and distance to the respondents’ nearest bus stop; and passenger 
views of local bus services. 
This information is published annually in three main publications available on the Transport Scotland 
website: 
Transport and Travel in Scotland:  
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/analysis/statistics/publications/transport-and-travel-in-scotland-
previous-editions 
Scottish Household Survey: Travel Diary Results:  
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/analysis/statistics/publications/shs-travel-diary-results-previous-
editions 
Bus and Coach Statistics: 
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/analysis/statistics/publications/bus-and-coach-statistics-

previous-editions 
In addition, Transport Scotland is conducting research into whether the National Concessionary 

Travel Scheme is meeting customer expectations. Initial findings from this research will be available in 
March 2013. 
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Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what programmes it 
supports to encourage increased bus usage. 

 (S4W-13152) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government promotes increased bus patronage in various ways. We 
contributed to an accessible bus network through the £50 million annual Bus Services Operators 
Grant and the general revenue grant to local authorities, both of which are designed to safeguard 
essential services and develop new routes. We encourage attractive, quality services, as through 
Statutory Quality Partnerships and funding for new, low carbon vehicles under the Scottish Green Bus 
Fund. In addition, we spent £187 million on the National Concessionary Travel scheme, which 
incentivises bus use by those entitled to free travel under the scheme. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
encourage people to drive less and (a) use public transport, (b) cycle and (c) walk more often. 

 (S4W-13153) 

 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government is committed to encouraging more people to use public 
transport and active travel for everyday journeys; and we have invested over £8.3 billion in public and 
active travel projects since 2007. 

In order to encourage further train use, off-peak fares in Scotland will be frozen until 2016 and peak 
fares capped to RPI in January 2014 and 2015 at no additional cost to the franchise subsidy. In the 
next franchise, we will aim for more affordable fares that encourage increased use of under-used 
routes and to see more leisure trips being made by train rather than car. 

In order to encourage further use of buses, we will continue to provide significant public funding 
through the National Concessionary Travel scheme, the Bus Service Operators’ Grant and the Green 
Bus Fund. In addition, we are providing up to £40 million for the Glasgow Fastlink project – an 
exemplar bus rapid transit system which will provide fast access to jobs, services and communities. 

Additionally, the new Forth Replacement Crossing will allow the Forth Road Bridge to become part 
of a dedicated public transport corridor, enabling journey times to be consistent and therefore 
encouraging a shift to public transport on that busy route. 

Through the Cycling Action Plan for Scotland re-fresh exercise, we will ensure co-ordination of 
actions across a range of partner bodies to increase cycling’s modal share. The consultation with key 
stakeholders was launched in November and closed on 15 February 2013. We hope to publish the 
updated document in spring 2013, taking account of the responses received. 

We are also committed to promoting walking, to reduce car journeys and improve the health of the 
population. Later this year we will publish a National Walking Strategy. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
have used public transport in the last five years, broken down by transport mode. 

 (S4W-13154) 

Keith Brown: Figures showing the number of passengers using bus and rail transport can be found 
in the summary table S1 (page 27) and ferries table 9.12 (page 197) of the publication Scottish 
Transport Statistics 2012, which can be found in the Parliament’s Reference Centre (Bib number 
54732). 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much funding it 
has provided to support public transport in the last five years, broken down by transport mode. 

 (S4W-13155) 

Keith Brown: Figures showing support for public transport can be found in table 10.1 (page 215) of 
the publication Scottish Transport Statistics 2012, which can be found in the Parliament’s Reference 
Centre (SPICe) (Bib number 54732). 



 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it plans to 
improve bus services in rural areas. 

 (S4W-13156) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government altered the Bus Service Operators Grant (BSOG) in April 
2012 to provide additional support for rural services. Support to bus services is now based on the 
distance they travel, favouring the longer services more typical of rural areas. At the same time, 
changes to the legislation on bus service registration made it possible for fully flexible services open to 
the general public to qualify for BSOG and participate in the National Concessionary Travel Scheme, 
typically favouring smaller communities. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it encourages 
economic growth through its transport policies. 

 (S4W-13157) 

Keith Brown: The key role of transport is as a facilitator of economic activity in other sectors, 
carrying people and freight around the country and beyond. Investing in Scotland's transport 
infrastructure enhances productivity, encourages more efficient labour markets and promotes 
competition, underpinning current and future economic growth. 

To this end the Scottish Government has invested through its transport policies over £8.3 billion in 
transport since 2007, the largest transport investment programme Scotland has ever seen, as we 
strive to improve journey times, reduce emissions and improve quality, accessibility and affordability 
across our strategic transport networks. And in difficult economic times, current investment in transport 
is directly supporting over 12,000 jobs. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it last met 
representatives of the bus industry and what was discussed. 

 (S4W-13158) 

Keith Brown: Officials last met representatives of the bus industry at the Bus Stakeholders Group 
on 28 February 2013, where discussions ranged widely over topics such as economic conditions, 
regulation and funding of the sector. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-12755 
S4W-12773 
S4W-12784 

 


