
Wednesday 6 March 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Colin Beattie (Midlothian North and Musselburgh) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of the UK credit rating being downgraded from AAA to AA1, whether it 
will continue to advocate adopting sterling in an independent Scotland. 

 (S4O-1877) 

John Swinney: The recent report by the Fiscal Commission Working Group highlighted that 
retaining Sterling would provide a strong overarching framework for Scotland and maintain the 
integrated market and business links between Scotland and the rest of the UK. 

The decision to downgrade the UK’s credit rating confirms the failure of the UK Government’s 
economic strategy. This approach has only served to weaken the credibility of the UK Government, 
lead to even greater borrowing and a stagnant economy. 

Independence would provide Scotland with the opportunity to take control of the economic levers 
needed to deliver a wealthier and fairer society. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what analysis it 
has done of the reasons for the reported rise in economic inactivity in Scotland compared with the rest 
of the UK. 

 (S4O-1880) 

John Swinney: We have just seen the third set of monthly unemployment figures in a row to show a 
fall in unemployment in Scotland. The figures also show the largest annual fall in youth unemployment 
since 2006. 

The very recent increases in economic inactivity in Scotland have been mainly amongst women, 
however, over the past five years the economic inactivity rate in Scotland has been lower than in the 
UK for 53 out of a total of 60 monthly releases of labour market statistics. 

The Government recognises we must remain focussed on this issue, too many people are still 
looking for work, and the Scottish Government is taking action to address this by maintaining the most 
competitive business environment anywhere in the UK and investing in our infrastructure. 

 

Duncan McNeil (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when the Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable Growth last met the chief 
executive of Scottish Enterprise and what was discussed. 

 (S4O-1881) 

John Swinney: I last met the chief executive and other members of the board of Scottish Enterprise 
on 16 January 2013 to discuss a range of issues important to the delivery of the Scottish 
Government’s economic strategy. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on the resolution of the European Parliament on protecting 
wilderness, INI/2008/2210, and whether it will adhere to this as part of the Year of Natural Scotland, 
2013. 

 (S4W-12938) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government has noted the 2009 European Parliament resolution 
“Wilderness in Europe” which was adopted by that Parliament on the basis that no new legislation 
would be required to achieve its aims. The Scottish Government is also aware that wilderness in the 
true sense of the word is found in continental Europe e.g. forests of Eastern Europe. 



The Year of Natural Scotland 2013 is a celebration of Scotland’s biodiversity and landscapes. It is 
for both people in Scotland and our visitors to discover or rediscover the natural attractions of the 
country. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
the answer to question S4W-08144 by Richard Lochhead 9 July 2012, what progress has been made 
on its marine litter strategy and when it will publish a consultation. 

 (S4W-12974) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government is committed to the development of a marine litter 
strategy, which aims to address the levels of marine litter present on our coast. 

A very successful stakeholder workshop was held in August 2012 and supporting research was 
published in September 2012. It was decided thereafter to support the strategy by undertaking a 
strategic environmental assessment which means that a draft strategy is now being prepared for 
consultation in the spring. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether industrial 
production in the manufacturing sector has increased or decreased in each year since 1997. 

 (S4W-13050) 

John Swinney: This information can be derived from the latest (2012 Quarter 3) Scottish Quarterly 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) Publication, which was released on 1

 
February 2013 and can be found 

on the Scottish Government website at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Economy/GDP2012Q3. 

Scottish GDP (output measure) is now published on the basis of the 2007 Standard Industrial 
Classification and 2009 Input-Output Gross Value Added weights. 

With regards to annual data, a consistent time series for manufacturing production (in real terms) is 
available for the period 1998-2011. The published index of manufacturing production for Scotland is 
reported in Table 1. 

Table 1. Index of Manufacturing Production, 1998-2011 
(seasonally adjusted, chained volume measure of Gross Value Added at basic prices) 

 

Using the index in Table 1, annual growth rates of output from the manufacturing sector have been 
calculated and reproduced in Table 2 for each year since 1999. 

Table 2. Year-on-Year Change in Manufacturing Production, 1999-2011 

1999 -2.9% 

2000 -3.9% 

2001 -0.2% 

2002 -3.6% 

2003 -3.5% 

1998 108.5 

1999 105.3 

2000 101.2 

2001 100.9 

2002 97.3 

2003 93.9 

2004 97.6 

2005 100.2 

2006 105.6 

2007 107.2 

2008 108.8 

2009 100.0 

2010 103.8 

2011 105.2 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Economy/GDP2012Q3


  

2004 4.0% 

2005 2.6% 

2006 5.4% 

  

2007 1.5% 

2008 1.5% 

2009 -8.1% 

2010 3.8% 

2011 1.3% 

 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many consignments of imported meat have been (a) destroyed, (b) re-
exported or (c) reprocessed since 1999 as a result of (i) unsatisfactory documentation or (ii) physical 
checks. 

Holding answer issued: 1 March 2013 (S4W-13111) 

Richard Lochhead: Imported meat consignments from third countries may only enter the European 
Union through designated EU Border Inspection Posts (BIPs). There are currently no BIPS in Scotland 
approved for meat consignments, therefore, meat consignments imported from third counties directly 
to the UK must enter through BIPs in England or Northern Ireland. 

Relevant information will be held by Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, UK Border 
Agency, or the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development in Northern Ireland as appropriate. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what percentage of imported meat has been inspected in each year since 2007 
and what action was taken where the meat failed to comply with import conditions. 

Holding answer issued: 1 March 2013 (S4W-13112) 

Richard Lochhead: Imported meat consignments from third countries may only enter the European 
Union through designated EU Border Inspection Posts (BIPs). There are currently no BIPS in Scotland 
approved for meat consignments, therefore, meat consignments imported from third countries directly 
to the UK must enter through BIPs in England or Northern Ireland. 

Relevant information will be held by Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, UK Border 
Agency, or the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development in Northern Ireland as appropriate. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what information it has on how many times the (a) Food Standards Agency, (b) 
the Meat Hygiene Service and (c) local authority inspectors have found horsemeat being traded as 
beef since 2007 and what action was taken in each instance. 

Holding answer issued: 1 March 2013 (S4W-13113) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government has not been made aware of any previous instances 
of horsemeat being traded as beef in Scotland since 2007. 

Governance and Communities 

James Dornan (Glasgow Cathcart) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many years are included in local authority financial planning. 

 (S4O-1876) 

Derek Mackay: The number of years included in local authority financial planning is a matter for 
individual councils, but the Scottish Government would encourage all public bodies to engage in long 
term financial planning as part of the management of their business. 



The Scottish Government aims to provide local authorities with three year funding allocations in 
order to give them certainty in longer term financial planning. However, this is dependent on the 
Scottish Government receiving three year funding allocations from the UK Government. 

 

Nigel Don (Angus North and Mearns) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action it plans to take to improve planning performance by planning authorities and its agencies. 

 (S4O-1879) 

Derek Mackay: Improved performance is at the heart of the Scottish Government’s programme for 
modernising the planning system. We are working in collaboration with Convention Of Scottish Local 
Authorities, heads of planning, agencies and the development industry to drive forward a programme 
of improvements. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions or other communications it has had with the 
International Olympic Committee, the British Olympic Association or any other Olympic organisation 
about the creation of a Scottish Olympic team. 

Holding answer issued: 24 January 2013 (S4W-11892) 

Shona Robison: The International Olympic Committee has confirmed to sportscotland that under 
the Olympic Charter, National Olympic Committee recognition can only be granted when an 
independent State is recognised by the international community. 

We will publish our detailed proposals in the coming months which will outline Scotland’s 
participation as an independent nation in international sporting events such as the Olympics – as of 
course we already do in many disciplines, including football, rugby and the whole range of sports 
which will be represented by Team Scotland in next year’s Commonwealth Games. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many compulsory purchase orders have been issued for buildings in each 
year since 1999, broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-13218) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government holds information on those compulsory purchase orders 
submitted to Scottish Ministers as the confirming authority. We do not hold information on those orders 
instigated by a local authority but not submitted for confirmation or on the outcome of the order 
following confirmation by ministers. 

The following table shows all compulsory purchase orders confirmed by the Scottish Ministers from 
1999 to 2013 where the local authority was the acquiring authority. 

Local authority 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 

Aberdeen 1   3 1 1  1  

Aberdeenshire        1  

Angus          

Argyll and Bute          

Clackmannanshire          

Dumfries and 
Galloway 

         

Dundee  2        

East Ayrshire     1    1 

East Dunbartonshire          

East Lothian          

East Renfrewshire    2      

Edinburgh 1 2 1 1      

Eilean Siar          

Falkirk          

Fife 1 2    1 1   



Local authority 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 

Glasgow     1     

Highland 2         

Inverclyde  1  3      

Midlothian   1        

Moray          

North Ayrshire   1       

North Lanarkshire   1       

Orkney          

Perth and Kinross      1    

Renfrewshire   1 1     1 

Scottish Borders          

Shetland          

South Ayrshire          

South Lanarkshire    1  2 1 1  

Stirling           

West Dunbartonshire          

West Lothian        1  

 

Local authority 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Aberdeen       

Aberdeenshire       

Angus       

Argyll and Bute   1    

Clackmannanshire 1      

Dumfries and 
Galloway 

      

Dundee 1   1   

East Ayrshire       

East Dunbartonshire       

East Lothian       

East Renfrewshire       

Edinburgh   2  1  

Eilean Siar       

Falkirk 2    1  

Fife     1  

Glasgow  1 2    

Highland       

Inverclyde       

Midlothian        

Moray       

North Ayrshire       

North Lanarkshire  1     

Orkney       

Perth and Kinross       

Renfrewshire       

Scottish Borders    1 2  

Shetland       

South Ayrshire       

South Lanarkshire 1 1     

Stirling     1   

West Dunbartonshire       

West Lothian    1   

 

 



Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what public information is made available to promote energy efficiency schemes and how 
the public can distinguish between Scottish Government-supported initiatives and independent 
schemes. 

 (S4W-13227) 

Fergus Ewing: Schemes supported by the Scottish Government are required to display the Scottish 
Government logo prominently as a condition of grant. 

Scottish Government’s home energy efficiency advice and schemes, such as the Energy Assistance 
Package and Universal Home Insulation Schemes are promoted under the banner of the Scottish 
Government’s Home Energy Scotland Hotline. This is the single source of energy advice from the 
Scottish Government and the route to access all Scottish Government support. Since 2009-10, the 
Hotline and assistance available through it have been promoted in national public information 
campaigns incorporating TV, radio, press, direct mailing, digital, partnerships and localised promotions 
such as events and community liaison. Further information about schemes and details of how to get in 
touch/apply are available on the Scottish Government’s own website Greenerscotland.org and on 
Energy Saving Trust’s website, which is clearly co-branded with the Scottish Government. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what company provides 
occupational health services to Scottish Government employees. 

 (S4W-13237) 

John Swinney: Following a collaborative procurement exercise, Atos Healthcare has been awarded 
the contract to deliver Occupational Health Services to the Central Government sector. 

Health and Social Care 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what steps it is taking to ensure that patients can access orphan medicines. 

 (S4W-12916) 

Alex Neil: Access to orphan medicines has been a key focus of the Health and Sport Committee 
and the New Medicines Review. The Scottish Government will carefully consider any 
recommendations for improvement to the existing arrangements from the New Medicines Review and 
the Health and Sport Committee. 

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether there are measures in place to ensure that an older average age of 
patients is not a negatively discriminating factor in the valuation of treatments and their outcomes by 
the Scottish Medicines Consortium. 

 (S4W-12917) 

Alex Neil: In the Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC) assessment process, the benefits of 
treatment (measured in Quality Adjusted Life Years (QALYs)) will have been estimated from all 
patients in the clinical trial(s). These patients often cover a wide age range. When the single “cost per 
QALY” that informs the decision is arrived at, this will have been summed up to reflect the average 
across patients of all ages and thus is not specific to only one age group. This approach mitigates 
against any discrimination on the basis of age. 

The cost per QALY is a factor in SMC decision making but the Committee will also consider the 
views of clinical experts and patient interest groups and SMC modifiers can be applied if appropriate. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what impact the 
Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC) appraisal process has on the availability of orphan medicines. 

 (S4W-12922) 



Alex Neil: The SMC’s processes for appraising orphan medicines are the same as that for any other 
medicine. However, in recognition of the small patient populations involved, the SMC can consider 
application of its modifiers which allow greater flexibility in its decision-making to allow consideration of 
additional factors such as accepting more uncertainty in the health economic case or a higher cost per 
Quality Adjusted Life Year. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is 
taking to prevent age discrimination in clinical decision making. 

 (S4W-12924) 

Alex Neil: The Equality Act 2010, places duties on NHS boards to reduce inequalities in access to 
health care and improve health outcomes for people. On 1 October 2012, new provisions in the 
Equality Act 2010 came into force, introducing a ban on unjustifiable age discrimination. 

The equality team within NHS Health Scotland, are working to strengthen equality of access for all in 
NHS Scotland through their health inequalities impact assessment (HIIA). Impact assessment is an 
important tool for NHS boards to check their policies and services do not inadvertently exclude or 
discriminate groups within the population and it is an opportunity to promote equality of opportunity 
and good relations. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what plans it has to take forward NHS Grampian's infrastructure projects. 

 (S4W-12940) 

Alex Neil: It is for NHS Grampian to plan and take forward its infrastructure projects. 

Scottish Government officials work closely with NHS Grampian on the delivery of its capital 
programme. The boards has submitted recently its draft five year capital plan for consideration; when 
approved the plan will set out NHS Grampian’s infrastructure plan for the period 2013-14 to 2017-18 
and associated capital requirements. 

Learning and Justice 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what support it offers 
to (a) redundant apprentices and (b) employers facing apprenticeship redundancies. 

 (S4W-12937) 

Angela Constance: The Adopt an Apprentice Initiative was launched in June 2009. This scheme 
offers employers a £2,000 incentive to employ a redundant apprentice to allow the apprentice the 
opportunity to complete their training. 

Since the scheme began it has supported over 1,500 redundant apprentices, enabling them to find 
alternative employment and continue their apprenticeship. (as at 1 January 2013) 

If alternative employment cannot be secured for redundant apprentices then Skills Development 
Scotland advise them about alternative training and employment opportunities in their local area to try 
to ensure a positive outcome. 

The Safeguard an Apprentice scheme provided a wage subsidy to Small and Medium Enterprises 
(SMEs) in the construction, manufacturing and engineering sectors facing the prospect of making their 
apprentices redundant, and at September 2011 had supported over 110 SMEs to retain their 
apprentices. 

Safeguard an Apprentice was closed to new applications on the 30 September 2011. The decision 
to close the scheme was taken after a significant fall in applications. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government how much 
each local authority spends on school meals and what the average cost is per meal. 

 (S4W-13228) 



Alasdair Allan: The following table shows gross revenue expenditure and average expenditure per 
meal by local authorities on school meal provision in financial year 2010-11. 

Local Authority 
Gross 
Expenditure 
£'000s 

Cost Per 
School Meal 
(£:p) 

Aberdeen City 4,342 2.69 

Aberdeenshire 4,863 1.68 

Angus 2,706 2.38 

Argyll and Bute 3,947 4.01 

Clackmannanshire 1,555 2.16 

Dumfries and Galloway 5,532 3.40 

Dundee City 3,057 2.40 

East Ayrshire 3,643 2.83 

East Dunbartonshire 3,954 2.88 

East Lothian 2,655 3.13 

East Renfrewshire 3,464 3.38 

Edinburgh, City of 4,680 2.25 

Eilean Siar 1,926 4.50 

Falkirk 4,102 1.96 

Fife 11,128 3.30 

Glasgow City 17,317 2.72 

Highland 9,513 3.33 

Inverclyde 2,499 2.63 

Midlothian 3,449 3.76 

Moray 3,835 3.29 

North Ayrshire 6,035 3.87 

North Lanarkshire 12,040 3.56 

Orkney Islands 1,447 5.04 

Perth and Kinross 2,678 1.92 

Renfrewshire 2,582 1.91 

Scottish Borders 2,993 3.02 

Shetland Islands 2,309 5.29 

South Ayrshire 3,251 2.24 

South Lanarkshire 9,322 2.35 

Stirling 2,128 2.39 

West Dunbartonshire 3,761 3.72 

West Lothian 4,685 2.79 

Scotland - average 151,398 2.83 

Source: Local Financial Returns (LFR 01). 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government in what 
ways it does not yet comply with the EU directive on preventing and combating trafficking in human 
beings and protecting victims (2011/36/EU). 

 (S4W-13242) 

Kenny MacAskill: Along with the other jurisdictions that comprise the UK the Scottish Government 
is required to be compliant with this Directive by 6 April 2013. I consider that Scotland is already 
broadly compliant with the requirements of the Directive, but the Scottish Government is considering 
whether any final measures may be required to transpose the obligations of this Directive into 
domestic legislation. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government in what 
ways it does not yet comply with the EU directive on combating sexual abuse and sexual exploitation 
of children and pornography. 

 (S4W-13243) 



Kenny MacAskill: Along with the other jurisdictions that comprise the UK, the Scottish Government 
is required to be compliant with this Directive by 18 December 2013. I consider that Scotland is 
already broadly compliant with the requirements of the Directive but the Scottish Government is 
currently considering whether any further measures may be required to transpose the obligations of 
this Directive into domestic legislation. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many buildings are at risk, broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-13219) 

Fiona Hyslop: The table breaks down buildings on the register of Buildings at Risk by Category of 
Listing and Local Authority Area as at December 2012. 

Local Authority A-Listed B-Listed C-Listed Unlisted 
in CA 

Unlisted Total 

Aberdeen City 20 4 0 0 1 25 

Aberdeenshire 22 120 61 34 45 282 

Angus 12 28 25 9 15 89 

Argyll and Bute 29 93 42 49 38 251 

Ayrshire (East) 6 19 13 20 9 67 

Ayrshire (North) 3 19 10 14 0 46 

Ayrshire (South) 13 20 15 16 7 71 

City of Edinburgh 42 36 20 14 0 112 

Clackmannanshire 0 8 5 1 3 17 

Dumfries and Galloway 30 34 5 8 7 84 

Dunbartonshire (East) 3 10 0 0 1 14 

Dunbartonshire (West) 7 6 2 0 0 15 

Dundee City 15 33 4 7 3 62 

Falkirk 3 13 5 3 2 26 

Fife 17 111 54 30 14 226 

Glasgow City 44 76 22 5 5 152 

Highland 19 62 28 14 37 160 

Inverclyde 4 11 0 2 3 20 

Lanarkshire (North) 2 16 11 3 7 39 

Lanarkshire (South) 18 36 12 29 10 105 

Loch Lomond & TTNP 4 2 11 1 6 24 

Lothian (East) 20 41 14 16 0 91 

Lothian (Mid) 11 10 9 8 5 43 

Lothian (West) 3 10 13 7 5 38 

Moray 19 29 14 10 16 88 

Orkney Islands 3 41 23 0 14 81 

Perth and Kinross 16 53 16 10 8 103 

Renfrewshire 4 27 5 3 3 42 

Renfrewshire (East) 5 4 0 0 6 15 

Scottish Borders 25 69 45 42 11 192 



Local Authority A-Listed B-Listed C-Listed Unlisted 
in CA 

Unlisted Total 

Shetland Islands 4 14 9 0 1 28 

Stirling 8 20 7 6 4 45 

Western Isles 13 29 12 12 8 74 

Total 444 1104 512 373 294 2727 

The Buildings at Risk Register for Scotland records only properties of architectural or historic merit 
throughout the country that are considered to be at risk or under threat. It was established in 1990 and 
is funded and managed by Historic Scotland. A Building at Risk (BAR) refers to a listed building, or an 
unlisted building within a conservation area, that meets one or several of the following criteria: 

Vacant with no identified new use  
Suffering from neglect and/or poor maintenance  
Suffering from structural problems  
Fire-damaged  
Unsecured  
Open to the elements  
Threatened with demolition 
 
Individual building entries are available online and can be viewed by the public at 

www.buildingsatrisk.org.uk. The aggregate data in the table are not available online. Interpreting the 
BAR data is not straightforward as it serves a variety of purposes for a variety of audiences. 
Specifically, for these purposes, there is a difference between a list entry and a listed building: list 
entries can include more than one building. For example, Great King Street in Edinburgh is covered by 
four list entries, but comprises many more listed buildings. 

The Buildings at Risk Register is also used to derive the calculation of the National performance 
Indicator Number 42, the percentage of A-listed buildings on the Buildings at Risk Register, based on 
“entries”. As judged by this indicator, analysis over the period 2008 to 2013 shows a general 
improvement in the state of Scotland's Historic sites with 8.0% of A-list entries included in the register 
in 2013, compared to 8.2% in 2011 and 8.7% in 2009. 

Transport Scotland 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-12776 by Keith Brown on 20 
February 2013, what the employment status was of the 35 employees made redundant; what work 
they did, and how many worked (a) onboard ship and (b) onshore. 

 (S4W-13285) 

Keith Brown: A voluntary severance package was made available to the employees of Cowal 
Ferries Ltd and employees of other companies in the David MacBrayne Group on a restricted basis. 
This allowed staff associated with the Cowal ferry service the opportunity to either take a redundancy 
package, or transfer to another position, where available, within the group. 

Of the 35 employees who received the severance package, 12 were vessel based, 10 were pier side 
employees and 13 were office based staff. All of these employees were full time permanent apart from 
1 member of the office staff who was part time permanent. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government how Argyll Ferries Ltd achieved a reduction in agency staff costs from 
£1,470,000 to £59,000 between 31 March 2011 and 31 March 2012. 

 (S4W-13287) 

Keith Brown: Argyll Ferries Ltd only commenced operation on 30 June 2011, therefore there were 
no agency staff costs for the financial year ended 31 March 2011. 

The £1,470,000 number quoted in this question refers to the agency staff costs to Cowal Ferries 
Limited for the financial year to 31 March 2011. All Cowal Ferries Limited crew were provided by 

http://www.buildingsatrisk.org.uk/


Caledonian MacBrayne Crewing (Guernsey) Ltd. Crewing costs are therefore accounted for as agency 
staff costs. 

Argyll Ferries Limited employ their crew directly and the agency staff costs figure of £59,000, for the 
financial year up to 31 March 2012, relates to the costs of bringing in agency crew to cover periods of 
absence. 

 

Colin Beattie (Midlothian North and Musselburgh) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on the construction costs of the Forth 
Replacement Crossing. 

 (S4W-13310) 

Keith Brown: The cost of the Forth Replacement Crossing project to February 2013 is £372 million. 
The project remains on track for a total outturn cost of £1.45 to £1.6 billion. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route project cost estimate of £653 million includes (a) all 
consequential costs for other works required to complete the project and (b) money spent in previous 
years. 

 (S4W-13347) 

Keith Brown: The total scheme cost estimate for the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route (AWPR) 
element of AWPR/Balmedie-Tipperty project is £653 million at 2012 prices (excluding VAT) which 
includes costs associated with design preparation, land purchase, advance works, utility diversions, 
site supervision, detrunking costs, main works construction costs and risk. The total scheme cost 
estimate for the AWPR also includes previous expenditure on the project. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-12944 
S4W-13164 
S4W-13165 
S4W-13167 
S4W-13171 

 


