
Thursday 7 March 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Rob Gibson (Caithness, Sutherland and Ross) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what progress is being made in repairing sea defences on the east coast following the 
December 2012 storms. 

 (S4O-1890) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The storms of the night of 14 December 2012 were described by many as the 
worst they had experienced in a lifetime. On 8 February 2013 the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs 
and the Environment announced an additional £1 million funding to be made available from the 
emergency harbours fund to support emergency repairs work in fisheries harbours. A number of the 
requests from harbours such as Wick, Lossiemouth and Dunbar harbours have been agreed and work 
is underway utilising these additional funds. 

We continue to engage with a number of other harbours who have yet to make a formal request. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action it will take in light of decision 017/2013 by the Scottish Information Commissioner in 
relation to the provision of sea lice data for salmon farms. 

 (S4W-13245) 

Paul Wheelhouse: We note the judgement by the Scottish Information Commissioner in connection 
with decision 017/2013 and consider it is consistent with our current approach in this area. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discretion it has to consider actions other than sale or lease for land that it owns. 

 (S4W-13254) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Scottish Ministers have most of the freedoms of private landowners. In addition 
to selling or leasing, the Scottish Government can grant servitudes, way-leaves and licences over land 
it owns, for example for access, pipe-lines and cables. Normally the Scottish Government does not 
lease property it owns to third parties, but there are clear exceptions rooted in history such as the 
crofting estate and the residual lowland estate of small-holdings. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action it is taking in response to the University of Dundee research that 
found that bee colony collapses in the west of Scotland were at around 5% compared with 21% in the 
east and up to 30% in Fife. 

 (S4W-13284) 

Paul Wheelhouse: We are aware of the research recently reported from Dundee University on 
honey bee colony losses. Our colleagues at Science and Advice for Scottish Agriculture have been 
working closely with Dundee University in this research. The Scottish Government contributed to 
funding for the Insect Pollinator Initiative of which this research forms one of the programmes. Bee 
colony deaths are caused by many factors and we are addressing some of these through the Honey 
Bee Health Strategy. As with any livestock, husbandry is a vital component of successful management 
and the overall health of bees is a major factor in sustaining vibrant colonies of honey bees. The 
Honey Bee Health Strategy is delivering outcomes by providing resources for education of beekeepers 
and making available good quality training facilities that will improve beekeepers knowledge and 
application of good husbandry practices. 

We are aware of the losses quoted and in particular those from Fife. We understand that a 
significant bearing on some of the cases referred to in the research findings were related to specific 
apiary problems rather than to geographic location. 



Health and Social Care 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
collect data on the (a) number and (b) geographical distribution of GPs in 2012-13 and at regular 
intervals thereafter. 

 (S4W-12963) 

Alex Neil: The number (headcount) of GPs working in Scottish general practices will continue to be 
published on an annual basis at http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/General-Practice/GPs-and-
Other-Practice-Workforce/ and will add to the figures for 1988-2012 (inclusive) already published. 

In addition, a 2013 survey of the GP workforce in general practices and the NHS board out of hours 
services is currently underway. The results of the survey, anticipated to include estimates of the whole 
time equivalent numbers of GPs working in Scotland overall with geographical breakdown by NHS 
board and community health partnership, will be published later in the year. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-12122 by Alex Neil on 22 January 2013, whether the investigation into claims 
of bullying and intimidation at the Scottish Ambulance Service headquarters has been completed and, 
if so, when the report will be published. 

 (S4W-12971) 

Alex Neil: The investigation is concluded and a report has been made. This is now a matter for the 
Scottish Ambulance Service to take forward.  

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
claims of bullying and intimidation at the Scottish Ambulance Academy have been investigated and, if 
so, when the report will be published. 

 (S4W-12972) 

Alex Neil: I am aware that the allegations to which you refer are being investigated by the Scottish 
Ambulance Service. This is a matter for the Scottish Ambulance Service to take forward. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-10782 by Alex Neil on 13 November 2012, whether the report by Lothian and 
Borders Police in relation to the Elsie Inglis Care Home has been passed to the Crown Office and 
Procurator Fiscal Service and, if so, what further action will be taken. 

 (S4W-12975) 

Alex Neil: Lothian and Borders Police have confirmed that a report was submitted to the Crown 
Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) on 27 December 2012. It will be for the COPFS to 
decide if any further action is required. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
medical physicists are employed by each NHS board. 

 (S4W-12977) 

Alex Neil: The information requested on how many medical physicists are employed by each NHS 
board is not held centrally. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
vacancies there are for medical physicists, broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-12978) 

Alex Neil: The information requested on how many vacancies there are for medical physicists, 
broken down by NHS board, is not held centrally. 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/General-Practice/GPs-and-Other-Practice-Workforce/
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/General-Practice/GPs-and-Other-Practice-Workforce/


 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when the Cabinet 
Secretary for Health and Wellbeing first sought advice regarding the establishment of the orphan 
medicines fund and when it was received. 

 (S4W-13006) 

Alex Neil: The New Medicines Review, which is considering all aspects of access to new medicines, 
was established on 14 January 2013. 

We have received regular updates on the progress of the review since its inception. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many departments in NHS Grampian worked below their minimum staffing level in each of the last five 
years. 

 (S4W-13022) 

Alex Neil: It is for each NHS board to decide how best to plan and deliver their services to meet the 
needs of their population. This includes how best to utilise funding and staff, taking account of national 
and local priorities to meet local health needs. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many newly qualified nurses have gone into nursing in (a) Aberdeen and (b) Aberdeenshire in each of 
the last five years. 

 (S4W-13023) 

Alex Neil: The information requested is not centrally available. However, the latest information on 
NHS Grampian employees as of 30 September 2012 is published on the NHS National Services 
Scotland, Information Services Division (ISD) website at: 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/data-tables.asp. 

 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what specific equality duties are recorded in each NHS board workforce plan. 

 (S4W-13035) 

Alex Neil: The information requested on what specific equality duties are recorded in each NHS 
workforce plan is not centrally held. However, revised workforce planning guidance relating to this 
matter was issued in 2011 and can be found at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/12/8405/5 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many complaints have been received from prisoners regarding their healthcare since November 2011, 
broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-13043) 

Alex Neil: The latest annual national NHS complaints statistics (covering the period  

1 April 2011 to 31 March 2012) published by the Information Services Division (ISD) of NHS 
National Services Scotland are available at:  

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Quality-Improvement/Publications/2012-09-25/2012-09-25-
Complaints-Report.pdf. This includes prisoner complaints. 

 

Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale) (Scottish National Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what the cost has been of free personal care provided in each year 
since it was introduced. 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/data-tables.asp
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/12/8405/5
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Quality-Improvement/Publications/2012-09-25/2012-09-25-Complaints-Report.pdf
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Quality-Improvement/Publications/2012-09-25/2012-09-25-Complaints-Report.pdf


 (S4W-13059) 

Alex Neil: The cost of personal care provided in each year is given in the following table: 

Table: Expenditure on Free Personal and Nursing Care, 2003-04 to 2010-11 

Year 
Self-funders  
receiving      
FPNC in a      
Care Home 

Clients          
aged 65+ 
receiving         
FPC at home Total (£millions) 

2003-04 86 133 219 

2004-05 93 158 251 

2005-06 97 189 286 

2006-07 99 228 327 

2007-08 104 267 372 

2008-09 106 277 383 

2009-10 108 317 425 

2010-11 108 342 451 

Source: Free Personal and Nursing Care, Scotland, 2010-11. 

 

Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale) (Scottish National Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government how many people have received free personal care in each year, 
broken down by (a) parliamentary constituency and (b) NHS board. 

 (S4W-13060) 

Alex Neil: Information on the number of people receiving free personal care in each year is 
collected at local authority level. It is not available by (a) parliamentary constituency, but the local 
authority has been used to estimate the number of people receiving free personal care in each (b) 
NHS board area: 

Table: Estimate of all people aged 65+ receiving free personal care at home or in a Care Home, 
2003-04 to 2011-12 

NHS Board 
2003-

04 
2004-

05 
2005-

06 
2006-

07 
2007-

08 
2008-

09 
2009-

10 
2010-

11 
2011-

12 

NHS Ayrshire 
and Arran 

       
5,180  

       
5,510  

       
5,690  

       
5,920  

       
6,370  

       
6,780  

       
6,820  

       
6,970  

       
6,880  

NHS  
Borders 

       
1,630  

       
1,790  

       
1,860  

       
1,780  

       
1,760  

       
1,770  

       
1,810  

       
1,820  

       
1,840  

NHS 
Dumfries and 
Galloway 

       
2,240  

       
2,180  

       
2,170  

       
2,180  

       
2,370  

       
2,630  

       
2,360  

       
2,490  

       
2,920  

NHS  
Fife 

       
5,200  

       
5,320  

       
5,350  

       
5,440  

       
5,370  

       
5,560  

       
5,570  

       
5,360  

       
4,930  

NHS  
Forth Valley 

       
3,290  

       
3,480  

       
3,620  

       
3,650  

       
3,710  

       
3,840  

       
4,070  

       
4,230  

       
4,210  

NHS 
Grampian 

       
6,920  

       
7,050  

       
7,490  

       
7,900  

       
7,920  

       
7,820  

       
7,810  

       
7,750  

       
7,610  

NHS Greater 
Glasgow and 
Clyde 

      
15,960  

      
17,380  

      
19,230  

      
17,900  

      
18,410  

      
18,460  

      
19,230  

      
19,150  

      
19,480  

NHS 
Highland 

       
3,930  

       
4,050  

       
4,340  

       
4,350  

       
4,270  

       
4,570  

       
4,550  

       
4,460  

       
4,410  

NHS 
Lanarkshire 

       
5,270  

       
5,750  

       
6,890  

       
6,660  

       
7,040  

       
7,230  

       
7,540  

       
7,430  

       
7,140  

NHS  
Lothian 

       
8,990  

       
9,150  

       
9,450  

       
9,670  

      
10,060  

      
10,130  

      
10,650  

      
10,800  

      
10,870  

NHS  
Orkney 

          
270  

          
270  

          
290  

          
280  

          
270  

          
320  

          
350  

          
350  

          
330  



NHS Board 
2003-

04 
2004-

05 
2005-

06 
2006-

07 
2007-

08 
2008-

09 
2009-

10 
2010-

11 
2011-

12 

NHS 
Shetland 

          
300  

          
300  

          
280  

          
290  

          
320  

          
330  

          
350  

          
340  

          
340  

NHS  
Tayside 

       
5,030  

       
5,390  

       
5,290  

       
5,210  

       
5,260  

       
5,380  

       
5,740  

       
5,750  

       
5,580  

NHS 
Western Isles 

          
610  

          
600  

          
640  

          
640  

          
620  

          
640  

          
650  

          
640  

          
640  

Scotland 
      

64,760  
      

68,160  
      

72,560  
      

71,850  
      

73,730  
      

75,480  
      

77,480  
      

77,530  
      

77,110  

Source – Free Personal and Nursing Care, Scotland, 2010-11.  
Note: All figures are rounded to the nearest 10.  2011-12 figures are provisional. 
 

NHS board figures are estimated based on the Local Authority funding the support not the area of 
residence, which may be different.    

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to introduce a waiting time target for second or subsequent cancer treatment. 

 (S4W-13075) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has set two standards for patients diagnosed with cancer. The 
first is that patients, who have been urgently referred with a suspicion of cancer or are referred from 
one of the national cancer screening programmes, should begin treatment within 62 days. 

The second standard is that all patients diagnosed with cancer, irrespective of the route of referral, 
should begin treatment within 31 days from the date that the decision to treat was agreed with the 
patient. 

These standards apply to first treatments, helping to speed up the diagnostic pathway and reducing 
the period of uncertainty that can exist whilst trying to establish a diagnosis. These standards also 
provide assurance to patients that the immediate cancer control measures are being started as soon 
as possible. 

Subsequent cancer treatment waiting times are in general covered by good practice clinical 
guidelines, rather than management targets and vary depending on the tumour type and treatment 
type. Local and regional clinical audit reports and clinical governance structures are expected to 
monitor compliance with these guidelines. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the target waiting time is for endoscopy for patients identified as high risk and requiring ongoing 
surveillance and whether it is being met. 

 (S4W-13076) 

Alex Neil: From 31 March 2009, the Scottish Government set a national waiting time standard that 
patients will wait no more than six weeks for any of the eight key diagnostic tests. These tests include 
colonoscopy. 

The latest available published performance (September 2012) indicates that NHS Scotland is 
meeting this standard in 91.2% of cases for colonoscopy. There is no target waiting time for 
endoscopy specifically for patients identified as high risk and requiring ongoing surveillance. The 
underlying medical condition determines the recommended surveillance interval for colonoscopy and 
clinicians are expected to prioritise patients according to clinical need. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
hospital wards were closed due to norovirus in (a) 2009-10, (b) 2010-11 and (c) 2011-12 and have 
been closed in 2012-13, broken down by (i) NHS board and (ii) hospital. 

 (S4W-13201) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government does not hold this information centrally. 



Health Protection Scotland (HPS) monitors and publishes point prevalence surveillance data on a 
weekly basis by board reporting the number of hospitals and wards closed due to presumed or 
confirmed norovirus. This is management information data and not official statistics. This provides an 
indication of the impact that the norovirus is having on NHS Scotland but it is not incidence data. For 
example, it would not include an outbreak which started on a Tuesday and was over by a Sunday, 
while a ward closure occurring on a Monday that was still on-going the following Monday would be 
counted twice even though it related to a single outbreak. 

These norovirus prevalence reports are published by HPS at: 

http://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/haiic/ic/noroviruspointprev.aspx. 

We have asked HPS to produce board, hospitals and ward prevalence information for the years you 
have requested and I will write to you once this information becomes available. However, HPS cannot 
provide named hospitals within the boards. 

 

Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many older people are registered as carers, broken down by age group. 

 (S4W-13214) 

Alex Neil: There is no national registration for Carers although some GP practices will keep local 
registers. 

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether foreign language interpreters are paid when a patient requiring the 
service does not attend. 

 (S4W-13230) 

Alex Neil: Under local arrangements for interpreting services NHS boards will agree a minimum fee 
to be paid to the interpreter in the event that the patient does not attend. 

Learning and Justice 

Dave Thompson (Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what pupil-teacher ratio it considers sufficient for effective second language learning. 

 (S4O-1891) 

Alasdair Allan: The expectation is that the current maximum pupil-teacher ratios in schools will 
apply to second language learning. 

This means that in Primary 1 the maximum ratio will be 25; in Primary 2 and 3 the maximum ratio 
will be 30, and in Primary 4 to 7, the maximum ratio will be 33. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-12384 by Kenny MacAskill on 8 February 2013, how many 
custodial sentences of (a) less than three months and (b) between three and six months have been 
imposed in each sheriffdom in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-13083) 

Kenny MacAskill: The available information is given in the following table. 

 

People given a custodial sentence of six months or less in Scottish Courts, 2007-08 to 2011-12 

Sheriffdom/sentence length 2007-
08 

2008-
09 

2009-
10 

2010-
11 

2011-
12 

Glasgow and Strathkelvin           

less than 3 mths 1,187 931 871 758 607 

3 mths to 6 mths 1,295 1,314 1,229 1,329 1,574 

http://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/haiic/ic/noroviruspointprev.aspx


Sheriffdom/sentence length 2007-
08 

2008-
09 

2009-
10 

2010-
11 

2011-
12 

Total 2,482 2,245 2,100 2,087 2,181 

Grampian, Highland and Islands        

less than 3 mths 696 540 471 420 362 

3 mths to 6 mths 819 810 676 756 827 

Total 1,515 1,350 1,147 1,176 1,189 

Lothian and Borders        

less than 3 mths 900 915 752 683 498 

3 mths to 6 mths 747 892 670 741 765 

Total 1,647 1,807 1,422 1,424 1,263 

North Strathclyde        

less than 3 mths 840 635 680 678 529 

3 mths to 6 mths 1,093 1,112 1,061 962 1,156 

Total 1,933 1,747 1,741 1,640 1,685 

South Strathclyde Dumfries and 
Galloway        

less than 3 mths 997 862 813 567 471 

3 mths to 6 mths 1,209 1,258 1,146 996 1,255 

All 2,206 2,120 1,959 1,563 1,726 

Tayside, Central and Fife        

less than 3 mths 1,443 1,277 1,034 1,061 812 

3 mths to 6 mths 1,431 1,581 1,463 1,602 1,794 

Total 2,874 2,858 2,497 2,663 2,606 

High Court        

less than 3 mths 2 1 2 2 2 

3 mths to 6 mths 5 14 6 6 12 

Total 7 15 8 8 14 

Scotland        

less than 3 mths 6,065 5,161 4,623 4,169 3,282 

3 mths to 6 mths 6,599 6,981 6,251 6,392 7,383 

Total 12,664 12,142 10,874 10,561 10,665 

Source:  Scottish Government Criminal Proceedings Database. 
Notes: 
1. Includes an approximate mapping of District courts to Sheriffdoms. 
2. Includes a small number of cases where court location is not known. 

 

By way of context, the table below shows information on the number of people with a charge proved 
in Scottish courts over the same period. 

People with a charge proved in Scottish Courts, 2007-08 to 2011-12 

  2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

Scotland 133,608 125,889 121,028 115,564 108,336 

Source: Scottish Government Criminal Proceedings Database. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-10024 by Kenny 
MacAskill on 17 October 2012, how many drug finds there were in each prison in 2012. 

 

Holding answer issued: 5 March 2013 (S4W-13148) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service 
(SPS), to respond. His response is as follows: 



The following table illustrates the number of suspected drug finds recorded in 2012 broken down by 
establishment. SPS does not carry out analysis on substances found, and is not always advised of the 
outcomes of such analysis. 

Establishment 2012 

Aberdeen 77 

Addiewell 465 

Barlinnie 208 

Cornton Vale 52 

Dumfries 26 

Edinburgh 208 

Glenochil 114 

Greenock 52 

Inverness 36 

Kilmarnock 252 

Low Moss 90 

SPS Open Estate 30 

Perth 111 

Peterhead 28 

Polmont 64 

Shotts 136 

Totals 1,949 

HMP Addiewell opened December 2008. 

HMP Low Moss Closed April 2007 – re-opening March 2012. 

 

Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what quantity of drugs has been seized in each prison in each of the last five 
years. 

 (S4W-13215) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service 
(SPS), to respond. His response is as follows: 

The following table illustrates the number of suspected drug finds recorded in each year since 2008 
broken down by establishment. SPS does not carry out analysis on substances found, and is not 
always advised of the outcomes of such analysis. 

Establishment 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 

Aberdeen 77 98 108 139 89 

Addiewell 465 297 275 233 0 

Barlinnie 208 225 208 272 303 

Cornton Vale 52 81 119 121 117 

Dumfries 26 26 20 14 36 

Edinburgh 208 213 255 250 316 

Glenochil 114 117 134 132 133 

Greenock 52 77 91 64 83 

Inverness 36 6 12 21 14 

Kilmarnock 252 225 194 195 298 

Low Moss 90     

SPS Open 
Estate 

30 26 38 54 64 

Perth 111 106 122 137 145 

Peterhead 28 0 1 0 2 

Polmont 64 116 89 124 135 

Shotts 136 95 121 109 113 

Totals 1,949 1,708 1,787 1,865 1,848 

HMP Addiewell opened December 2008. 



HMP Low Moss Closed April 2007 – re-opening March 2012. 

 

Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many people have been (a) charged and (b) convicted for possession of 
crystal methamphetamine in each of the last five years, broken down by local authority area. 

 (S4W-13216) 

Kenny MacAskill: The available information is given in the following tables and is based on drug 
possession offences that have an offence modifier for methamphetamines recorded. 

Persons proceeded against for drug possession
1
 with an offence modifier for methylamphetamine 

recorded, by approximate local authority area
2
, 2007-08 to 2011-12. 

Local Authority 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

Aberdeenshire 0 0 0 0 1 

Dundee City 0 0 0 0 1 

Edinburgh, City of 0 0 0 0 1 

Glasgow City 0 0 0 1 0 

Highland 0 0 2 0 0 

Moray 1 0 0 0 0 

Stirling 0 1 0 0 0 

Scotland 1 1 2 1 3 

Source: Scottish Government Criminal Proceedings Database. 

 

Persons with a charge proved for drug possession
1
 with an offence modifier for methylamphetamine 

recorded, by approximate local authority area
2
, 2007-08 to 2011-12. 

Local Authority 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

Aberdeenshire 0 0 0 0 1 

Dundee City 0 0 0 0 1 

Edinburgh, City of 0 0 0 0 1 

Glasgow City 0 0 0 1 0 

Highland 0 0 2 0 0 

Moray 1 0 0 0 0 

Stirling 0 1 0 0 0 

Scotland 1 1 2 1 3 

Source: Scottish Government Criminal Proceedings Database. 
Notes: 
1. Where main offence. 
2. Based on an approximate mapping of sheriff courts to local authority areas. 

 

Roderick Campbell (North East Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what positive impacts the community payback order scheme has had on North East Fife. 

 (S4W-13289) 

Kenny MacAskill: A total of 78,695 hours of Unpaid Work were completed by offenders in Fife in 
2011-12. That is 10,072 hours more than 2010-11. 

This work contributed to a range of projects in the North East Fife area, including several large scale 
internal painting projects at community facilities in Cupar, St Monans, Anstruther and Tayport; 
upgrading and maintaining the historical Way of St Andrews Pilgrims Route; removal of rubbish from 
sections of the Fife Coastal Path, cycle ways and beaches across the region; and snow and ice 
clearing around public buildings and facilities. 



Strategy and External Affairs 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what recent (a) meetings and (b) communications it has had with government officials from (i) 
Argentina, (ii) Brazil, (iii) China, (iv) Iceland, (v) Ireland, (vi) Qatar and (vii) Spain and on what issues. 

 (S4W-13345) 

Humza Yousaf: The Scottish Government, as part of its international engagement, has recently 
held numerous meetings and communications with government officials from other countries to 
discuss areas of mutual interest. These meetings and communications from both ministers and 
officials have been wide ranging and have taken place across the Scottish Government. 

Transport Scotland 

Adam Ingram (Carrick, Cumnock and Doon Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what progress is being made in shifting coal freight from roads to rail and other 
forms of transport. 

 (S4O-1889) 

Keith Brown: Though coal freight transport mode is a commercial decision for industry, we have a 
strong record of investment, including reopening the Stirling-Alloa-Kincardine railway line, connecting 
coalfields and power stations. We recently announced a £30 million fund to support industry spending 
on infrastructure to encourage growth in all rail freight. 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-12949 
S4W-12956 
S4W-12957 
S4W-12986 
S4W-12987 
S4W-12988 


