
Thursday 21 March 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Adam Ingram (Carrick, Cumnock and Doon Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what progress is being made on resolving the issues facing the coal industry. 

 (S4O-01952) 

Fergus Ewing: Over the last year, myself and my officials have been working closely with the coal 
industry, local councils, Scottish Environmental Protection Agency, UK counterparts and other key 
interested parties to explore solutions to a number of key issues affecting the coal industry including: 

The UK Carbon Reduction Commitment Energy Efficiency Scheme; where our intervention has 
significantly reduced the future liabilities of coal operators in Scotland. 

We will continue to work closely with our public partners, coal industry operators and key 
stakeholders to support and facilitate discussions on key issues affecting this important industry sector 
going forward. 

Aileen McLeod (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action it is taking with regard to the environmental impact of the test firing of depleted uranium 
munitions by the Ministry of Defence (MoD) at the Dundrennan range on the Solway coast. 

 (S4O-01954) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government is strongly opposed to the testing by the MoD of 
depleted uranium shells in Scotland. 

The OSPAR Convention (the Convention for the protection of the marine environment of the North 
East Atlantic) of which the UK is a signatory, prohibits the dumping of low and intermediate level 
radioactive substances including waste within the marine environment. It is for the UK Government 
and the MoD to ensure that the requirements of the OSPAR Convention are being met. However, I am 
writing to the UK Government asking for confirmation that the testing of these shells is not in breach of 
the OSPAR Convention. 

The Scottish Environment Protection Agency continues to liaise with the MoD on the environmental 
aspects of its activities on the Dundrennan range, including the environmental implications of any 
future testing of depleted uranium munitions. 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it was first informed of the Crofting Commission’s position that there is no provision in the 
Crofting Reform (Scotland) Act 2010 for the commission to issue a decrofting direction to an owner-
occupier crofter who is residing in their owner-occupied croft. 

Holding answer issued: 19 March 2013 (S4W-13446) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Crofting Commission first intimated to Scottish Government officials that it 
had become aware of potential difficulties on 16 January 2012, but that it had not yet received legal 
advice on the issue. 

The Scottish Government was first informed of the Crofting Commission’s position that there was no 
provision in the Crofting Reform (Scotland) Act 2010 to issue a decrofting direction to an owner-
occupier crofter residing in their croft on 8 February 2013, when it confirmed receipt of its legal advice 
to that effect. 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-13001 by Fergus Ewing on 5 March 2013, how many 
expressions of interest were received for the National Renewables Infrastructure Fund in (a) 2010, (b) 
2011 and (c) 2012 and have been received in 2013. 

 (S4W-13551) 

Fergus Ewing: Through the development of the National Renewables Infrastructure Plan both 
Scottish Enterprise and Highlands and Islands Enterprise worked closely with the identified ports and 
therefore encouraged them to submit expressions of interest in the National Renewables Infrastructure 



Fund (NRIF). As a result the majority of interest was noted in the first two years of the Fund, as shown 
below. 

2010: 27 
2011: 12 
2012: 3 
2013: 0 
The call remains open for those ports keen to take advantage of the offshore renewables 

opportunity. 

Bruce Crawford (Stirling) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what work 
Scottish Water has carried out in cooperation with communities to develop water turbines. 

 (S4W-13623) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Scottish Water has had informal discussions with a number of community 
councils, including West Linton and Kinlochbervie, regarding the potential of developing hydro 
schemes near villages. None of these has been developed to date due to the schemes not being 
commercially viable. 

Scottish Water Horizons is exploring the potential for the generation of renewable energy, including 
hydro power across the Scottish Water estate. I recently visited a Hydro Scheme near Denny which is 
harnessing the energy from water running in water mains, a UK first. These types of Schemes use 
Scottish Water assets to generate electricity which is then supplied to the grid. 

The viability of each project is closely assessed before proceeding. All electricity generated is used 
to reduce Scottish Water’s overall power consumption therefore reducing its power bill. 

 

Finance 

 Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government on what date 
it will publish the review of Passengers' View Scotland. 

 (S4W-13590) 

Keith Brown: The Review of the Public Transport Users’ Committee for Scotland (PTUC) Operating 
under the name Passengers’ View Scotland (PVS) was published on the PVS website on 12 March 
2013. 

Governance and Communities 

 Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to the supplementary to question S4O-01815 by Nicola Sturgeon on 20 February 2013, what 
progress it has made on agreeing the new targets for 2012-13 for the business rates incentivisation 
scheme (Official Report, c. 16757). 

 (S4W-13632) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government is actively working jointly with COSLA and local 
government to review the Business Rates Incentivisation Scheme (BRIS) targets for 2012-13,taking 
into account the latest business rates returns, which show that appeals losses are likely to be lower 
than expected. 

Appeals losses are likely to have been delayed due to a significant court action that was concluded 
during 2012-13 and are therefore likely to be higher than expected in 2013-14. This change in 
estimated business rates income has not been as a consequence of local authority efforts to increase 
economic activity and therefore should not trigger any retention of additional income. Agreed revisions 
to the BRIS targets will be published in due course. 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to the supplementary to question S4O-01815 by Nicola Sturgeon on 20 February 2013, 
whether it will publish its calculations of the extra income collected following the “apparent delay in 
settling business rates appeal cases” (Official Report, c. 16757). 

 (S4W-13633) 



John Swinney: The Scottish Government will publish full details of the final outturn income actually 
collected by local authorities in the annual Non Domestic Rating White Paper Account which is laid 
before Parliament. 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it had 
provisional calculations as to how much local authorities could have gained from maximising business 
rates income under the business rates incentivisation scheme targets in place before the current 
review. 

 (S4W-13634) 

John Swinney: The amount of money local authorities could have gained from maximising business 
rates income is a matter for each individual local authority and that position remains irrespective of the 
review of the 2012-13 business rates incentivisation scheme targets. 

The current review of the targets has nothing to do with the actions of local authorities in terms of 
delivery of economic growth, but is an administrative review, as part of the agreed process, of the 
lower than predicted loss of income from successful revaluation appeals and increased cost of 
providing mandatory business rates relief. 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many of its staff will be affected by contract changes resulting from proposed UK Government policy 
on pensions and terms and conditions; whether it is taking action to deal with any such impact, and, if 
so, what action. 

 (S4W-13655) 

John Swinney: Civil service pensions are a reserved matter. All employees of the Scottish 
Government who have chosen to be members of the Principal Civil Service Pension Scheme, are 
affected by changes to the pension scheme. The Scottish Government opposes the increase in public 
sector workers’ pension contributions and we have made our position clear to the UK Government. 
However, had the Scottish Government not implemented pension contribution increases, it would have 
faced a significant reduction in funding allocation from the UK Government. 

Terms and conditions of the Senior Civil Service (SCS) is a reserved matter. The Scottish 
Government currently has 204 members of the SCS (as at November 2012). The Scottish 
Government is considering changes to SCS terms and conditions which are proposed under the UK 
Government’s Civil Service Reform Plan and the impact they will have on SCS staff. 

The Scottish Government has delegated authority over the terms and conditions of employment of 
its staff below Senior Civil Service level and so will not be implementing the changes proposed as part 
of the Civil Service Reform Plan. Instead, we are working with the civil service trade unions to ensure 
that the Scottish Government provides a modern and flexible employment package which is 
affordable, fair and meets the business needs of the Scottish Government. 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it will publish its analysis of responses to the consultation, Supporting Business-Promoting 
Growth. 

 (S4W-13666) 

John Swinney: Responses to the business rates consultation Supporting Business-Promoting 
Growth will be published shortly. 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much is raised annually by the (a) large business supplement and (b) public health levy. 

 (S4W-13667) 

John Swinney: Mid-year estimates of the income raised in 2012-13 from the large business 
supplement and public health supplement are estimated to be £38.8 million and £25.9 million 
respectively. 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many businesses have received support from the business rates deferral scheme. 

 (S4W-13670) 



John Swinney: A rates deferral scheme was introduced in 2012-13 to allow businesses the 
flexibility to defer the annual inflationary rise in bills over a three year period should they choose to do 
so. 

Data on the number of businesses that have deferred rates under the 2012-13 business rates 
deferral scheme is not held centrally. However, an estimated £10.9 million was deferred from 2012-13 
bills, which will be paid back over the next two financial years. 

Health and Social Care 

 Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assistance it can provide for people with dental bills as a result of an 
accident rather than dental negligence. 

 (S4W-13594) 

Michael Matheson: The charging arrangements for treatment provided under NHS general dental 
services are the same whether the treatment is required as a result of an accident or for other 
reasons. 

Patients are required to pay 80% of the cost of their NHS dental treatment up to a maximum per 
course of treatment of £384, unless they are in one of the groups entitled to free NHS dental treatment 
or help with the cost. 

Help with the cost of NHS dental treatment for adults is mainly based on an assessment of the 
individual’s ability to pay. Those in receipt of certain benefits are automatically entitled to free NHS 
dental treatment while others on low incomes may be able to get either full or partial help with costs 
under the NHS Low Income Scheme. 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether individual circumstances are considered when awarding NHS funding 
for restorative dental treatment. 

 (S4W-13595) 

Michael Matheson: Restorative treatment provided under NHS general dental services (GDS) will 
fall within the same charging arrangement as any other treatment provided under GDS. 

Patients are required to pay 80% of the cost of their NHS dental treatment up to a maximum per 
course of treatment of £384, unless they are in one of the groups entitled to free NHS dental treatment 
or help with the cost. 

Help with the cost of NHS dental treatment for adults is mainly based on an assessment of the 
individual’s ability to pay. Those in receipt of certain benefits are automatically entitled to free NHS 
dental treatment while others on low incomes may be able to get either full or partial help with costs 
under the NHS Low Income Scheme. 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what it is doing to improve the (a) cost and (b) accessibility of dental care. 

 (S4W-13596) 

Michael Matheson: NHS dental examinations are free to all in Scotland. Fees for treatment and 
therefore patient charges have been maintained at the same level for over two and half years. 

Patients are required to pay 80% of the cost of their NHS dental treatment up to a maximum per 
course of treatment of £384, unless they are in one of the groups entitled to free NHS dental treatment 
or help with the cost. The percentage of fees paid by patients has remained unchanged since 1993 
whilst the maximum charge has remained unchanged since 2005. 

Help with the cost of NHS dental treatment for adults is mainly based on an assessment of the 
individual’s ability to pay. Those in receipt of certain benefits are automatically entitled to free NHS 
dental treatment while others on low incomes may be able to get either full or partial help with costs 
under the NHS Low Income Scheme. 

Over the years the Scottish Government has introduced a range of measures to help improve 
access to the general dental services, including the opening of the Aberdeen Dental School in 2009, 
increasing the number of dental therapist being trained and the Scottish Dental Access Initiative 



(SDAI). Since the SDAI was first introduced in 1997 it has been revised several times, most recently in 
December 2012 to take account of improvements in access to the General Dentistry Services (GDS) 
in many areas. From that date grants have been targeted at specific areas still experiencing access 
problems. In areas which continue to experience gaps in GDS provision, and which cannot be filled by 
an independent dentist, NHS boards can establish a directly employed salaried dental service. 

Since 2007, there are nearly 500 more dentist providing NHS general dental services across 
Scotland. 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what work has been carried out by the National Infertility Group.  

 (S4W-13597) 

Michael Matheson: The National Infertility Group was set up in April 2010 to address the inequity of 
access to infertility treatment across Scotland. The Group’s report, with final recommendations on 
future provision of IVF treatment across Scotland, is currently with ministers for consideration. 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the (a) upper and (b) lower age limit is for access to IVF treatment, broken 
down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-13598) 

Michael Matheson: For information on the upper age limit for IVF treatment, by NHS board, I refer 
the member to the answer to question S4W-13477 on 15 March 2013. All answers to written 
parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be 
found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

There is no lower age limit for access to IVF treatment in any NHS board in Scotland. 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many couples were on a waiting list for IVF treatment on 1 January (a) 
2008, (b) 2009, (c) 2010, (d) 2011, (e) 2012 and (f) 2013, broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-13599) 

Michael Matheson: This information is not currently collected centrally. 

The National Infertility Group was set up in April 2010 to address the inequity of access to infertility 
treatment across Scotland. The Group’s report, with final recommendations, including a 
recommendation on data collection, is currently with Ministers for consideration. 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government , further to the answer to question S4W-13035 by Alex Neil on 7 March 2013, for what 
reason this information is not held centrally; what impact not holding the information in this manner 
has on how it assesses whether the NHS is meeting its equalities obligations, and whether it will 
provide the information requested and confirm what specific equality duties are recorded in each NHS 
board's workforce plan. 

 (S4W-13600) 

Alex Neil: Under the Equality Act 2010, all NHS boards are legally required to hold and publish the 
information requested in S4W-13035. It is the responsibility of the individual NHS boards to publish the 
outcomes individually in a manner that is readily accessible to the public and it is their responsibility to 
monitor and identify measurable outputs and align reporting structures with existing board governance 
and performance systems. 

Learning and Justice 

 Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what support it 
gave to events that marked World Book Day 2013. 

 (S4W-13539) 

Aileen Campbell: World Book Day is one of a range of initiatives supported by partner bodies 
engaged in literacy work, in this case specifically Scottish Book Trust, supported by Education 
Scotland. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


I attended the Scottish Children’s Book Awards with Scottish Book Trust in Dundee on World Book 
Day this year where I presented the Review Competition Awards. 

Furthermore, the importance of World Book Day was promoted through social media channels in the 
PlayTalkRead campaign. 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the condition rating was for each school in the (a) Moray and (b) Argyll and Bute Council area in (i) 
2011 and (ii) 2012. 

 (S4W-13605) 

Alasdair Allan: This information is published on the Scottish Government website as supplementary 
data to the Summary Statistics for Schools in Scotland publication.  

Data for 2012 is available in table 9 of the following link:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/School-
Education/schoolestatestats/schestate2012 

Data for 2011 is available in table 9 of the following link:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/School-Education/schestate2011. 

Transport Scotland 

 Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what plans it has to extend the high speed rail link from Edinburgh and Glasgow 
to Perth. 

 (S4O-01953) 

Keith Brown: We have no plans to extend high speed rail lines to Perth. 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
proposed Bus Users Scotland will be a new body and, if so, what the set-up costs will be; whether it 
will be part of Bus Users UK, and what funding it will receive. 

 (S4W-13589) 

Keith Brown: Bus Users Scotland will be a separate Scottish operation within the legal, company 
framework provided by Bus Users UK. The funding and set-up costs are currently under consideration. 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
members will be appointed to the proposed Bus Users Scotland under the public appointments 
procedure and who they will be. 

 (S4W-13592) 

Keith Brown: Bus Users Scotland is an independent organisation and members will not be 
appointed under the public appointments procedures. 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
proposed Bus Users Scotland will have a statutory function similar to Passengers' View Scotland. 

 (S4W-13593) 

Keith Brown: No. The Scottish Government will grant fund Bus Users Scotland to perform functions 
similar to those previously performed by Passengers’ View Scotland. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-13510 

S4W-13514 
S4W-13540 
S4W-13541 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/School-Education/schoolestatestats/schestate2012
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/School-Education/schoolestatestats/schestate2012
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/School-Education/schestate2011

