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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will consult on each of the proposed Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) in summer 2013 and 
whether it considers that the list constitutes an ecologically coherent network. 

 (S4W-13900) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Report to Parliament on progress on identifying an MPA network was laid in 
Parliament on 14 December 2012, and was accompanied by the Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) and 
the Joint Nature Conservation Committee’s (JNCC) detailed scientific network advice. 

Both of these documents, which can be found already on the Marine Scotland website, provide 
information on: 

The contribution and role of Marine Scotland, SNH and the JNCC in identifying the current MPA 
proposals; 

How a science-based approach has been used to identify sites for an ecologically coherent network 
of marine protected areas. This included work by SNH and JNCC to identify locations that contained 
MPA search features and which were considered to be least damaged and more natural locations 
which in part relied upon information on economic uses of our seas; and, the extent to which SNH and 
JNCC, as the Scottish Government’s scientific advisers, consider the list of MPA proposals and search 
locations to constitute an ecologically coherent network. 

Stakeholders have been involved in every step of the process, since the Marine (Scotland) Act 
included provision for developing MPAs in 2010, and will continue to be engaged throughout the 
development of the MPA network. This engagement has ranged from five national workshops (details 
of which can be found on the Marine Scotland website), regular sectoral bilaterals, ad hoc meetings, 
through to group meetings, such as the Marine Strategy Forum or Regional Advisory Councils. 

SNH and JNCC advised on 14 December 2012 that 33 of the MPA search locations be progressed 
to MPA proposals and reported upon (details of which can be found on the Marine Scotland website). 
Since then Marine Scotland has had a combination of 15 meetings, visits and bilaterals with regional, 
national and international stakeholders. 

It has not yet been decided if the summer 2013 consultation will propose the designation of all 33 
MPA proposals. Information is still being collected to enable Scottish Ministers to decide whether each 
of the 33 MPA proposals that were reported on in December 2012 will be consulted upon in summer 
2013. 

Links to all of the Scottish Government and Statutory Nature Conservation Bodies reports on MPAs, 
MPA workshop reports, as well as an MPA newsletter to update stakeholders and the public and other 
useful information, are publically available on the MPA section of the Marine Scotland website: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/marine-environment/mpanetwork. 

 

Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many meetings of marine stakeholders have been held to discuss the proposed list of marine 
protected areas. 

 (S4W-13902) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13900 on 4 April 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/marine-environment/mpanetwork
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Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether stakeholders have been included in discussions about the consultation of proposed marine 
protected areas. 

 (S4W-13903) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13900 on 4 April 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
(a) science-based and (b) non-science-based evidence has been used to identify sites for an 
ecologically coherent network of marine protected areas. 
 (S4W-13904) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13900 on 4 April 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
contribution (a) Marine Scotland, (b) Scottish Natural Heritage and (c) the Joint Nature Conservation 
Committee made to the list of proposed marine protected areas. 

 (S4W-13906) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13900 on 4 April 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to the constituency question from Rhoda Grant by Alex Salmond on 21 February 2013 
(Official Report, c. 16863), what the "difficulties relating to upholding the Scottish public finance 
principles and best value" were and how they were overcome. 

 (S4W-13766) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Officials had originally taken a relatively narrow view of the Scottish Public 
Finance Manual principles in awarding the Raasay lease for sporting rights to the highest rental value, 
taking account of a basic quality test that the new leaseholder would be capable of managing the sport 
and providing benefit to the local community, and their ability to meet the terms of the 29 conditions 
laid down in the particulars of let. Following the award of contract to South Ayrshire Stalking, Ministers 
were notified of the concerns of the community of Raasay and reviewed the decision. On the basis of 
the information presented to Ministers, we concluded that insufficient consideration had been given to 
non-financial issues and that wider community benefits, consistent with the broader principles of best 
value should have been taken into account. 

 

Learning and Justice 

 Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-11014 by Roseanna Cunningham on 21 November 2012, with what 
stakeholders it has engaged and what the (a) timescale and (b) process will be for developing an 
options paper on an environmental court. 

Holding answer issued: 14 March 2013 (S4W-13346) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government remains committed to publishing an options 
paper in the lifetime of this current parliament. No decisions have been taken yet on the timetable 
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however, once they are taken, the Scottish Government will fully engage with stakeholders on the 
matter. 

 


