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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with (a) the UK Government, (b) Dart Energy and (c) REACH Coal Seam Gas 
about the environmental impact of Petroleum Exploration and Development Licence (i) 133, (ii) 159, 
(iii) 161 and (iv) 163 and when. 

 (S4W-13713) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government has had no specific discussions with the UK 
Government on the environmental impacts of unconventional gases. The Government is advised on 
environmental matters by the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) who sits on a UK wide 
unconventional gas regulatory group. SEPA’s position is set out in their document, Regulatory 
Guidance for Coal Bed Methane and Shale Gas, which is available at: 
http://www.sepa.org.uk/customer_information/energy_industry/unconventional_gas/regulatory_roles.a
spx. 

The Scottish Government has had no specific discussions on environmental impacts with Dart 
Energy and REACH Coal seam Gas. The companies have engaged with SEPA in relation to obtaining 
the required environmental licences or permits. These would be required before any exploration or 
production works can occur within the Petroleum Development Licences 133, 159, 161 and 163. Such 
work would also require planning permission, for which SEPA is a statutory consultee and would 
specifically require SEPA authorisation under the Water Environment (controlled activities) (Scotland) 
Regulation 2011 (CAR). 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with (a) the UK Government, (b) Dart Energy and (c) REACH Coal Seam Gas 
about the environmental impact of field development plans from 1997, 2006 and 2012 in relation to 
Petroleum Exploration and Development Licence (i) 133, (ii) 159, (iii) 161 and (iv) 163 and when. 

 (S4W-13714) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13713 on 15 April 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

 Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with the UK Government about how environmental impacts are assessed under 
the licensing, planning and regulatory framework for onshore unconventional gas extraction. 

 (S4W-13715) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13713 on 15 April 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
ministers were informed that its Rural Payments and Inspections Division had written to Raasay 
Crofters Association on 1 November 2011 with a notice to quit the lease for the sporting rights on 
Raasay. 

 (S4W-13767) 

Paul Wheelhouse: On 1 November 2012, the Scottish Government Rural Payments and 
Inspections Division served Raasay Crofters Association notice that their lease for Raasay sporting 
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rights would end on 28 November 2012. There is a long standing precedent for decisions on award of 
leases across Scottish Ministers estates being taken by officials, as most of these leases are of low 
financial value. Ministers were not informed of the notice to quit being issued or the advertisement of 
the contract. Ministers were first made aware of the decision having been taken to award the contract 
for the Raasay sporting rights (on 8 January 2013) to South Ayrshire Stalking when Dave Thompson 
MSP verbally informed the Minister for Environment and Climate Change of the community’s concerns 
of the outcome on 14 January 2013. This was closely followed by correspondence from Jamie 
McGrigor MSP. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
ministers became aware that the Rural Payments and Inspections Division intended to write to Raasay 
Crofters Association with a notice to quit the lease for the sporting rights on Raasay. 

 (S4W-13768) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the Member to the answer to question SW4-13767 on 15 April 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions took place between its Rural Payments and Inspections Division and Raasay Crofters 
Association between 1 November 2011 and 14 December 2012. 

 (S4W-13769) 

Paul Wheelhouse: On 1 November 2011, the Scottish Government Rural Payments and 
Inspections Division served Raasay Crofters Association notice that their lease for sporting rights 
would end on 28 November 2012. During the period from 1 November 2011 to 14 December 2012, a 
representative of the Raasay Crofters’ Association discussed the proposed advertising approach and 
timescales with an official in Rural Payments and Inspections Division. Another official sent the 
Raasay Crofters’ Association a copy of the particulars of let following a telephone call to request these 
details. There is no record of any further communication. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
action it is taking to help businesses in the Western Isles following the withdrawal of the Road 
Equivalent Tariff (RET) and in light of recent job losses at Carranoch Shellfish on the Isle of Lewis. 

 (S4W-13773) 

Keith Brown: Following the removal of RET for commercial vehicles in 2012, transitional 
arrangements were put in place to alleviate the impact of commercial fares returning to non-RET 
levels. These transitional arrangements required funding of £2.5 million in 2012-13 and £2 million for 
2013-14. 

Additional concessions have also been introduced to assist businesses, including extending the 
length of vehicle eligible to receive RET from 5 million to 6 million, ensuring that small commercial 
vehicles receive RET; and offering vehicles carrying hay and livestock free empty return journeys, 
other than a charge to cover pier dues. 

Specifically in relation to the shellfish sector, in spring 2012, an additional concession was provided 
for commercial vehicles carrying live shellfish. Those vehicles are also provided with free empty return 
journeys, other than a charge to cover pier dues. 

To provide additional clarity for businesses and hauliers, a study was undertaken to assess the 
socio-economic impact of the removal of RET for commercial vehicles. The final report will be 
published soon. Once we have considered the findings of this study, we intend to undertake a 
comprehensive review of commercial vehicle fares to develop an overarching policy for freight fares. 
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Health and Social Care 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
inspectors at the Healthcare Environment Inspectorate have Regulation of Care qualifications. 

 (S4W-13802) 

Alex Neil: The Regulation of Care Award is a qualification required by inspectors regulating social 
care services. Inspectors working in the Healthcare Environment Inspectorate are required to hold 
appropriate qualifications, but the Regulation of Care Award is not a requirement. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
vacancies have arisen in the Healthcare Environment Inspectorate in each of the last 12 months and 
whether they were advertised externally. 

 (S4W-13803) 

Alex Neil: Since 1st April 2012, Healthcare Improvement Scotland has advertised 14 roles within 
the Healthcare Environment Inspectorate on Permanent, Fixed Term and Secondment terms. The 14 
roles were advertised via eight separate recruitment campaigns throughout the year, three of which 
were advertised internally and five which were advertised internally and externally at the same time. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
Healthcare Environment Inspectorate reports have been subject to amendment prior to publication. 

 (S4W-13804) 

Alex Neil: A key function of any inspection report is to give public assurance on the quality of care 
provided. The Healthcare Environment Inspectorate has a robust quality assurance process to ensure 
reports are accurate; therefore all reports will be subject to amendment during that quality assurance 
process to ensure the final published report is factually accurate. 

 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what power it has 
under the Public Services Reform (Scotland) Act 2010 to direct Healthcare Improvement Scotland. 

 (S4W-13805) 

Alex Neil: These details can be found in Part 6 Health Care: Scrutiny and Improvement of the Public 
Services Reform Act 2010, a link to which follows: 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2010/8/contents  

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
considers that there is a conflict of interest for an employee of a public body such as Healthcare 
Improvement Scotland to have a family member on its board. 

 (S4W-13806) 

Alex Neil: All members of NHS boards are expected to carry out their responsibilities in line with the 
board member’s Code of Conduct surrounding any potential conflicts of interest and any conflict of 
interests would be recorded on the Register of Interests. Further details on these can be found on the 
Healthcare Improvement Scotland website via the following link: 
http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/about_us/our_board.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is 
on whether the Healthcare Environment Inspectorate should be independent of government. 

 (S4W-13807) 

Alex Neil: The Healthcare Environment Inspectorate, which has been part of Healthcare 
Improvement Scotland since 2011, is independent of the Scottish Government. 
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Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
with which (a) hospitals and (b) NHS boards it has had discussions in the last two years about hospital 
standardised mortality ratio data and what the outcomes were. 

 (S4W-13975) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government commissions Healthcare Improvement Scotland and the 
Information Services Division to review Hospital Standardised Mortality Ratio data on its behalf, to 
provide feedback on their findings, and to escalate to the Scottish Government any matters of 
concern.  

I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13099 on 12 March 2013. All answers to written 
parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be 
found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

 Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many care homes in each local authority area have received an inspection 
report rating of three or less in each of the last six years. 

 (S4W-13718) 

Alex Neil: The information requested is available from the Scottish Parliament Information Centre 
(Bib. number 54841). 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether local authorities and lead agencies for care of older people can pay up 
to 80% more for a placement in a local authority care home than for one in the independent sector 
and, if so, for what reason. 

 (S4W-13719) 

Alex Neil: The cost of providing care in a local authority care home is a matter for each individual 
local authority. Section 22 of the National Assistance Act 1948 requires local authorities to set fees in 
their homes at the full cost of providing the care. 

The level of payment for an older person funded by a local authority in a care home in the 
independent sector is agreed between Convention of Scottish Local Authorities and the independent 
sector. 

 

Duncan McNeil (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what percentage of over 65-year-olds were screened for cognitive impairment within 24 hours of 
admission to hospital in each of the last three years, broken down by (a) NHS board and (b) hospital. 

 (S4W-13753) 

Alex Neil: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Duncan McNeil (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what percentage of over 65-year-olds received a nutritional risk assessment within 24 hours of 
admission to hospital in each of the last three years, broken down by (a) NHS board and (b) hospital. 

 (S4W-13754) 

Alex Neil: The information requested is not centrally held. 

 

Duncan McNeil (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what percentage of over 65-year-olds received a risk falls assessment within 24 hours of admission to 
hospital in each of the last three years, broken down by (a) NHS board and (b) hospital. 

 (S4W-13755) 

Alex Neil: The information requested is not centrally held. 
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Duncan McNeil (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what percentage of over 65-year-olds was assessed for the risk of developing pressure ulcers within 
six hours of admission to hospital in each of the last three years, broken down by (a) NHS board and 
(b) hospital. 

 (S4W-13756) 

Alex Neil: The information requested is not centrally held. 

 

Duncan McNeil (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
which hospitals have or have access to an older people's (a) dietician, (b) tissue viability, (c) 
psychiatric or dementia liaison and (d) falls prevention service at (A) weekends and (B) out of office 
hours and which do not. 

 (S4W-13757) 

Alex Neil: This information is not centrally held.  

 

Duncan McNeil (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
which hospitals have an older people's (a) dietician, (b) tissue viability, (c) psychiatric or dementia 
liaison and (d) falls prevention service. 

 (S4W-13759) 

Alex Neil: This information is not centrally held. 

 

Duncan McNeil (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what percentage of older patients referred to the (a) dietician, (b) tissue viability, (c) 
psychiatric/dementia liaison and (d) falls prevention service was seen within 24 hours in each of the 
last three years, broken down by (i) NHS board and (ii) hospital. 

 (S4W-13760) 

Alex Neil: This information is not centrally held. 

 

Duncan McNeil (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much funding NHS boards have allocated to purchase specialist pressure-relieving equipment to 
reduce the risk of older patients developing pressure ulcers in each of the last three years, broken 
down by (a) NHS board and (b) hospital. 

 (S4W-13762) 

Alex Neil: The information requested is not centrally held. 

 

Duncan McNeil (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether NHS Lothian has established a new older people mental health liaison team as referenced on 
page 13 of Healthcare Improvement Scotland’s report, Announced Inspection Report - care for older 
people in acute hospitals: Western General. 

 (S4W-13763) 

Alex Neil: A new older people's mental health liaison service, called the Bridging Team, has been 
set up in NHS Lothian, and currently covers the main general hospital sites of the Royal Infirmary of 
Edinburgh, Western General Hospital and Liberton hospital. This service commenced on 7 January 
2013. 

 

Duncan McNeil (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many patients over the age of 65 have developed a pressure ulcer while in hospital in each of the 
last three years broken down by (a) NHS board and (b) hospital. 



 (S4W-13764) 

Alex Neil: The information requested is not centrally held. 

 

Duncan McNeil (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
which hospitals have systems in place to monitor the number of bed moves made by dementia 
patients assessed as having cognitive impairment. 

 (S4W-13765) 

Alex Neil: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the First 
Minister's announcement on 29 November 2012 (Official Report, c. 14128), when the NHS confidential 
alert line pilot will be (a) launched and (b) advertised to staff. 

 (S4W-13787) 

Alex Neil: The service commenced on 2 April 2013. Publicity materials were sent to NHS boards on 
20 March 2013. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much funding it 
has allocated for the (a) establishment and (b) running of the NHS confidential alert line pilot 
announced by the First Minister on 29 November 2012 (Official Report, c. 14128). 

 (S4W-13789) 

Alex Neil: The cost of the contract to establish and provide the Confidential Alert Line service in the 
pilot year is £32,000, this includes the cost of marketing materials. There is also likely to be, as yet 
unknown, an increase in the funding to Healthcare Improvement Scotland to cover the cost of 
investigating cases referred by the Alert Line. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the difference is between the 98% four-hour waiting time standard for accident and emergency 
and the new guidance of 95%. 

 (S4W-13814) 

Alex Neil: The 98% four hour accident and emergency treatment HEAT Standard is being 
maintained. Some boards are already meeting this standard but we want this to be replicated across 
Scotland. Through the three year unscheduled care action plan we are going to be reshaping and 
enhancing services to ensure that this standard is met sustainably in future, and all year round. 

To get there, from a performance of 90.3% in December 2012, we are putting in place an interim 
additional HEAT Target of 95% performance by all boards by the year ending September 2014. This 
will be the first Milestone to measure progress against the planned return to the Standard performance 
of 98%. Boards at or above 95% will be expected to demonstrate progress towards the 98% target 
over the same period, and boards at 98% will be expected to demonstrate that they will be able to 
sustain that position. The Scottish Government wrote to all boards on 25 February 2013, to inform 
them that this new target would begin in April (as part of the new HEAT year of 2013-14). 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when all NHS boards will be expected to meet either the waiting time standard or the new guidance. 

 (S4W-13815) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13814 on 15 April 2013. All answers to 
written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which 
can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
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Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on the care homes in Scotland run by Castlebeck now that it has gone into 
administration. 

 (S4W-13816) 

Alex Neil: The National Contingency Planning Group for Social Care Services, which was 
established to look at the overall preparedness of statutory agencies in addressing unforeseen 
circumstances that could lead to the disruption of social care provision in Scotland, continues to 
monitor the situation in the four residential care homes run by Castlebeck in Scotland with the aim of 
ensuring continuity of care for all residents. 

The group’s membership includes Scottish Government, COSLA, Care Inspectorate, Healthcare 
Improvement Scotland, Scotland Excel, NHS Scotland and the Association of Directors of Social 
Work. 

The group is encouraged that the administrators are committed to the continuity of care and are 
actively looking to find buyers to maintain the services. Work is ongoing with the administrators to 
ensure a smooth transition to new providers. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what inspections the Care Inspectorate has recently carried out or will carry out on care homes run by 
Castlebeck. 

 (S4W-13817) 

Alex Neil: Castlebeck Care Group runs three care home services in Scotland for people with 
learning disabilities and complex needs which are regulated by the Care Inspectorate. The dates when 
these services were last inspected are as follows: 

Ellen Mhor, Dundee - last inspected on 25 October 2012 
Trinity House, Lockerbie - last inspected on 19 October 2012 
Ranaich House, Dunblane - last inspected on 5 October 2012 
Castlebeck also runs Monroe House, an independent hospital in Dundee, which is regulated by 
Healthcare Improvement Scotland. 

The Care Inspectorate and Healthcare Improvement Scotland have been working closely with 
Castlebeck since it went into administration in March. All Castlebeck services have been visited and 
the regulators have held a meeting with the Administrators and Castlebeck to agree necessary actions 
to ensure that standards of care are maintained. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government on 
what date the NHS National Confidential Alert Line will be operational. 

 (S4W-13956) 

Alex Neil: The National Confidential Alert Line for NHSScotland staff has been operating as a 
Freephone service since 2 April 2013. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what steps it is taking to ensure that NHS staff are aware of the new NHS National Confidential Alert 
Line. 

 (S4W-13957) 

Alex Neil: NHS boards have been provided with posters and business cards marketing the National 
Confidential Alert Line. The intention is that every member of staff should receive a business card. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will publish details of the issues raised by people using the NHS National Confidential Alert 
Line in a way that ensures anonymity. 



 (S4W-13958) 

Alex Neil: We have no plans to publish details of the issues raised by people using the NHS 
National Confidential Alert Line. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to publish an analysis of the calls made to the NHS National Confidential Alert Line 
broken down by subject matter and, if so, whether this will include a breakdown of the (a) number of 
calls made to and (b) action taken by each NHS board. 

 (S4W-13959) 

Alex Neil: We have no plans to publish an analysis of the calls made to the NHS National 
Confidential Alert Line. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what steps it is taking to ensure that no so-called gagging clauses are applied in agreements with 
NHS staff where these might impact on patient safety or the integrity of NHS systems. 

 (S4W-13960) 

Alex Neil: I wrote to NHS boards on 22 February 2013 reminding them that they should frequently 
review their behaviours and practices to ensure they have a culture which actively encourages and 
supports members of staff to raise concerns. I stressed that I expect them to ensure that confidentiality 
clauses and non-derogatory statement clauses are not used to suppress the reporting of concerns 
about practice in the NHS in Scotland. 

Central Legal Office has recently carried out a review of the confidentiality clause and has 
developed a revised draft which explicitly makes clear that an individual's right to make “protected 
disclosures” is protected. The revised clause is currently being finalised and will be compulsory for use 
across all NHS boards. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what account is taken of the presence on-site of a NHS hospice when collating (a) predicted and (b) 
actual hospital standardised mortality ratio data. 

 (S4W-13974) 

Alex Neil: On site hospice or palliative care is not adjusted for in the Hospital Standardised Mortality 
Rate (HSMR) model. The presence of patients admitted for palliative care is accounted for to a limited 
extent by the categorisation of diagnostic codes used in the HSMR methodology. 

Learning and Justice 

 Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what information it has on how many communities in Scotland have signed up to the armed forces 
community covenant. 

 (S4W-13852) 

Keith Brown: Community covenants are in place across all 32 local authority areas in Scotland, the 
first in Glasgow on 2 November 2011 while the last was signed in Aberdeenshire on 28 February 
2013. 

Transport Scotland 

 David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the new police and fire and rescue services will finance road safety partnerships. 

 (S4W-13651) 

Keith Brown: The Northern Constabulary and the Highlands and Islands Fire and Rescue Service 
have supported a number of road safety initiatives over the years with a view to raising awareness and 
improving safety for road users. They are both part of the Northern Safety Camera Partnership and 



play a key role in service delivery and this is set to continue when the new force and service are 
created. They do not currently contribute financially to the running of the partnership, which will 
continue to be fully funded by the Scottish Government through the Scottish Safety Camera 
Programme. 

 

John Mason (Glasgow Shettleston) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what impact the opening of the M74 motorway extension has had on traffic flow on the M8 motorway 
and what the traffic flow is on the extension. 

 (S4W-13730) 

Keith Brown: Following the opening of the M74 Completion scheme, the average two-way daily 
flows along the M8 motorway, between Charing Cross and Ballieston, have reduced by around 18-
20,000 vehicles per day. Across the Kingston Bridge the average two-way daily flows have reduced by 
around 11,000 vehicles per day. 

Along the M8 west of the M77 the average two-way flows have increased, for example by around 
10,000 vehicles per day between Junctions 25 and 25A, reducing to around 2,000 vehicles per day 
between Junctions 26 and 27. 

On the M74 Completion scheme itself, traffic flows of between 34,000 and 37,000 vehicles per day 
in each direction have been observed. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
reduction in vehicle traffic Transport Scotland anticipates on the Dunoon Gourock ferry route as a 
result of the service becoming passenger only and what reduction there has been. 

 (S4W-13739) 

Keith Brown: Scottish Ministers’ clear stated preference in the tendering of the Gourock-Dunoon 
ferry service was for a vehicle-carrying service on the town centre route. Consequently, any evaluation 
of the impact of this not being achieved would have been contradictory and sent mixed messages to 
potential bidders. Transport Scotland therefore made no estimate of the anticipated change in 
vehicular traffic. 

In the event, all the bids received proposed a passenger-only service. As a result, there is currently 
no vehicle traffic on the ferry service between Gourock railway station and Dunoon town centre. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
action it will take in light of the reported decrease in the number of visitors to Dunoon via the 
passenger-only ferry service. 

 (S4W-13740) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government are encouraging Argyll Ferries Limited to continue to 
engage with local tourism and marketing groups on destination marketing for Dunoon and Cowal to 
improve visitor numbers to the region. 

The Scottish Government announced on 3 April 2013 a new arrangement whereby dedicated 
replacement buses will now run between Argyll Ferries’ terminals at each town centre, when both its 
ships are off for prolonged periods, using Western Ferries’ service. This ensures that visitors are 
transported to their destination as smoothly as possible, in all but the most severe of weathers, to and 
from the Cowal peninsula. A copy of the press release can be found at: 
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/news/New-ticketing-agreement-for-Gourock-Dunoon-ferry-
services 

Ministers are committed to finding long-term solutions to ensure that Cowal has the ferry services 
that it needs. We are working with Argyll and Bute Council, Inverclyde Council and the Dunoon 
Gourock Ferry Action Group on a study into the feasibility of a future passenger and vehicle service, 
with a subsidy for passengers but not vehicles, on the route between Gourock railway station and 
Dunoon town centre. The results are due in the coming weeks. In the meantime, we are continuing to 
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search for alternative vessels that can be deployed on the route, under the terms of the current 
contract, pending the implementation of these long-term solutions. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it will ensure that vehicle ferry prices across the Firth of Clyde are not at a level detrimental to the 
Cowal economy. 

 (S4W-13741) 

Keith Brown: Western Ferries, who provide a vehicle ferry service between McInroy’s Point 
(Gourock) and Hunter’s Quay (Dunoon), operate an unsubsidised, commercial service and therefore 
the Scottish Government has no current role in regulating their fares. Existing competition legislation, 
which is currently a reserved matter, exists to protect users from any potential abuse of a monopoly 
market position. Western Ferries have been the sole provider of vehicle ferry services between 
Gourock and the Cowal peninsula since 30 June 2011. During that time, the company has increased 
its fares broadly in line with inflation. Western Ferries recently announced that its fares increases for 
2013-14 are again in line with the general level of inflation. 

It is the stated preference of the Scottish Ministers that the ferry service on the route between 
Gourock railway station and Dunoon town centre should carry both vehicles and passengers. Under 
the rules set for this route by the European Commission in its 2009 Decision on State aid for Scottish 
ferry services, any public subsidy can only be paid in respect of passengers. It would therefore be for 
the operator of a vehicle ferry service on this route to determine the fares to be charged. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it is setting aside finance to allow local authorities and roads authorities to repair potholes in 
the country's roads. 

 (S4W-13749) 

Keith Brown: As part of the 2013-14 Local Government finance settlement, the Scottish 
Government is providing local government in Scotland with over £10.3 billion. The vast majority of the 
funding, including that for roads maintenance, is being provided by means of a block grant. It is the 
responsibility of each local authority to allocate the total financial resources available to it on the basis 
of local needs and priorities having first fulfilled its statutory obligations and the jointly agreed set of 
national and local priorities including the Scottish Government’s key strategic objectives. 

Furthermore, a National Road Maintenance Review was delivered in July 2012. This involved all 33 
roads authorities in Scotland. The review set out how road authorities can work in collaboration to 
make road maintenance more efficient, ensuring Scotland’s roads remain a key facilitator of economic 
growth. Further information is available at: 
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/road/maintenance/roads-maintenance-review  

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what impact 
the reduction in reimbursement for the concessionary travel scheme will have on bus routes and fares. 

 (S4W-13752) 

Keith Brown: We expect reimbursement under the concessionary travel scheme to increase from 
£187 million in 2013-14 to £192 million in 2014-15. 

The rate per journey at which this budget is paid out to operators (the so-called reimbursement rate) 
is reducing in line with independent research. The aim is to meet the legal requirement that operators 
should on average be no better or worse off as a result of their participation in the scheme. 

It is not possible to predict precisely what impact this combination of an increasing budget and a 
reducing reimbursement rate will have on bus routes and fares. Routes and fares are a matter for 
operators’ commercial judgment, taking account of many other factors, such as fuel and staff costs 
and likely patronage. 

 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/road/maintenance/roads-maintenance-review


Bruce Crawford (Stirling) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
cases of death or injury resulting from an alcohol-related road traffic accident the driver had a blood 
alcohol content of between 50 and 80 milligrams per 100 millilitres of blood in each of the last three 
years. 

 (S4W-13893) 

Keith Brown: This data is not currently collected by the Scottish Government. 

Estimates of the number of lives that could be saved by reducing the drink drive limit were published 
in the Scottish Government’s Reducing the Drink Driving Limit in Scotland consultation document 
which can be found at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/09/3556.  

In 2010 the independent North Review Committee estimated that a reduction in the limit from 80 
mg/100 ml to 50 mg/100 ml would save a number of lives across the UK. Applying these estimates to 
Scotland it is estimated that between 3 and 17 Scottish lives each year might be saved through a 
lower limit. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the duration is of the contract with (a) Lloyds Banking Group and (b) RBS Group for the provision of 
ferries used on the Stornoway and Northlink routes respectively and whether it will publish the 
contracts on its website. 

 (S4W-13980) 

Keith Brown: The tripartite agreement between Scottish Ministers, RBS and Serco for the Ropax 
ferries used on the Northern Isles ferry services was signed in 2012 and ends in 2018. 

The new vessel to be used on the Ullapool – Stornoway service will involve an agreement between 
Scottish Ministers, Lloyds Banking Group, CMAL and the ferry operator. This agreement will run for 
eight years from vessel delivery, which is expected in 2014. 

Due to the commercially sensitive nature of these multi-party agreements and the interest of the 
other parties involved, we have no plans to publish these documents on the Scottish Government 
website. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-13660 by Keith Brown on 27 March 
2013, what the increased cost to CalMac Ferries Ltd will be. 

 (S4W-14087) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13660 on 27 March 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-13661 by Keith Brown on 27 March 
2013, how many staff who received a voluntary severance package had an employment contract with 
Argyll Ferries Ltd. 

 (S4W-14088) 

Keith Brown: One member of staff who had an employment contract with Argyll Ferries Ltd took the 
voluntary severance package. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/09/3556
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-13662 by Keith Brown on 27 March 
2013, what provisions there are to ensure that vessels are able to operate safely in the weather 
conditions that can be anticipated on the Firth of Clyde. 

 (S4W-14089) 

Keith Brown: The Masters operate the vessels in accordance with the Safety Management 
Certificates issued by the Maritime and Coastguard Agency, taking cognisance of any individual 
limitations expressed therein. In addition, Argyll Ferries Ltd have safety management systems which 
provide further guidance on actions to be taken, or factors to be considered, in various circumstances, 
including adverse weather. 

 

SCOTTISH PARLIAMENTARY CORPORATE BODY 

Liz Smith: To ask the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body what assessment it has made of the 
(a) impact on the work of and (b) possible additional costs to the Scottish Information Commissioner 
resulting from changes to EU data protection laws. 

(S4W-13858) 

Liam McArthur: EU data protection laws will impact on all Scottish organisations and guidance on 
this will issue from the UK Information Commissioner’s Office which has responsibility for data 
protection. The changes will only impact on the Scottish Information Commissioner’s regulatory 
function in relation to whether personal data is exempt under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) 
Act 2002.  There will therefore be limited impact and the Scottish Information Commissioner has 
advised that there will be no additional costs to her office as a result of these changes. 

 
The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-13717 
S4W-13723 
S4W-13724 
S4W-13725 
S4W-13726 
S4W-13727 

 

 

 


