
Tuesday 16 April 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with the UK Government on any changes to how environmental impacts will be 
assessed in Scotland under the UK Office for Unconventional Gas. 

Holding answer issued: 15 April 2013 (S4W-13717) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13713 on 15 April 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide a list of each helpline it supports that is operated by a private company, showing for each the 
operating company; the average time spent (a) on hold and (b) per call, and the average cost of a call 
from a (i) landline and (ii) mobile telephone. 

 (S4W-13897) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government Central Enquiry line, which provides the first point of 
contact to the public, is operated internally. Other information requested for private companies 
operating any helplines supported by the Scottish Government is not held centrally. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
representations it plans to make to the (a) European Commission and (b) UK Government regarding 
structural funds for the Highlands and Islands in 2014-20. 

 (S4W-13989) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government has been working with the UK Government, European 
Commission and Scottish stakeholders for over a year on determining how structural funds should 
best be spent to have a real and lasting impact on the development of Scotland's regions. Over the 
next six months, we will be working directly with both UK Government and the Commission in 
finalising and getting sign off for these plans, ensuring that we can start investments throughout 
Scotland as early as possible. 

The Scottish Government has been successful, in negotiations with the UK government, in securing 
a fair allocation of structural funds for Scotland. The 5% reduction in funding announced on 26 March 
is in stark contrast to the more than 30% reduction which was previously signalled by the UK 
Government. 

This settlement is particularly beneficial for the Highlands and Islands, a region which is still 
developing its economy and which as a result has been accorded transition status for the 2014-20. 
The ability to very nearly maintain current levels of spending will mean we can keep supporting 
substantial investments in the Highlands and Islands aimed at bringing growth and jobs to the region. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has carried 
out a comparative analysis of current energy provision and, energy provision in an independent 
Scotland. 

 (S4W-13993) 

Fergus Ewing: We do not expect either Scotland’s energy needs or their provision to be affected in 
the event of a vote for independence. We intend that a single Great Britain market for energy will 
remain in place, and that this is an outcome which will best serve mutual interests across the UK. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether an 
independent Scotland would be a net importer of energy, and if so, what form of energy. 

 (S4W-13997) 

Fergus Ewing: Scotland has long been a net exporter of electricity, with net exports of between 
14% and 26% of total generation in each year from 2000 to 2011. We would expect this to remain the 
case in the event of a vote for independence. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether an 
independent Scotland would need to import energy from England and, if so, what form of energy. 

 (S4W-13999) 

Fergus Ewing: Scotland has long been a net exporter of electricity, with net exports of between 
14% and 26% of total generation in each year from 2000 to 2011. We would expect this to remain the 
case in the event of a vote for independence. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
impact the proposed network of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) will have on the recovery of 
sandeels. 

 (S4W-14069) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Protected areas can help conserve the current populations of sandeels by 
protecting the sources of sandeel in Scottish waters. 

Four inshore and offshore MPA proposals for sandeels have been identified and were included in 
the Report to Parliament in December 2012 in recognition of the importance of preserving the species 
in its own right but also given the importance of sandeels for key seabird species. Scottish National 
Heritage and the Joint Nature Conservation Committee have advised that the objectives for the MPA 
proposals should be to conserve sandeel. Evidence suggests that sandeel are not in decline in these 
areas because few activities taking place likely to affect their conservation status. Populations of 
sandeel are also not considered to be in decline because of existing fisheries measures to protect 
sandeel, such as the measures that span the marine waters of the Forth, and the relatively quick 
turnover of sandeel. 

Certain areas of the sea act as sources for populations of species. These sources add new 
individuals to increase the population numbers of the species. The role of the MPA network for 
sandeels is to protect sources for sandeel which supply young sandeel to other sandeel grounds 
around Scotland, thus promoting the health of the overall population. The MPA proposals for sandeels 
that were reported on in 2012 represent such sources of sandeel. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the proposed network of marine protected areas will protect sandeels in the River Forth. 

 (S4W-14070) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-14069 on 16 April 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will reconsider the inclusion of sites to protect seabird foraging areas in the proposed 
network of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) to provide resilience against extreme weather events. 

 (S4W-14071) 

Paul Wheelhouse: There is already a range of work ongoing to identify seabird foraging areas for 
possible inclusion in the Scottish MPA network either as Nature Conservation MPAs designated 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


under national legislation or marine Special Protected Areas (SPAs) designated under the EU Birds 
Directive. 

The Report to Parliament on progress on identifying an MPA network was laid in Parliament on 14 
December 2012, and was accompanied by Scottish Natural Heritage and Joint Nature Conservation 
Committee’s detailed scientific network advice. Both of these documents, which can be found on the 
Marine Scotland website, highlights six proposals for black guillemot, all of which contain areas used 
for foraging. 

The report also highlighted that work is ongoing to identify SPAs at sea for other species of 
seabirds. This will include areas used by seabirds for foraging. Both the new Nature Conservation 
MPAs and the additional marine SPAs are intended to complement existing SPAs, 31 of which were 
extended into the marine environment in 2009 and already provide some foraging areas. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what meetings it has had and with whom regarding the appointment of a mediator for talks on 
international fish quotas since November 2012. 

 (S4W-14122) 

Richard Lochhead: I first suggested the idea of an international mediator in January 2013 in 
recognition of the fact that the current approach to the mackerel negotiations, clearly isn’t working. I 
had initial discussions with Maria Damanaki and Simon Coveney at the January Fisheries Council 
meeting and subsequently have written to them both setting out my thinking in more detail. The 
European Commission has held a technical (official level) meeting to discuss the idea further and this 
was attended by a senior Marine Scotland official. I have also written to Richard Benyon and Michelle 
O’Neill to outline my idea and ask for their support. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
who is involved in the appointment of a mediator for talks on international fish quota. 

 (S4W-14123) 

Richard Lochhead: The mackerel talks consist of four parties, the EU, represented by the 
European Commission, Norway, Iceland and the Faroe Islands. All parties will need to agree to a 
mediator being appointed and who that mediator might be. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had in 2013 with the Scottish pelagic fleet and its representatives regarding 
the appointment of a mediator for international fishing talks. 

 (S4W-14124) 

Richard Lochhead: I have regular meetings with the pelagic industry and the processors, as well 
as ongoing discussions about how best to find a solution to the mackerel crisis. I have discussed this 
issue directly with Ian Gatt, chief executive of the Scottish Pelagic Fishermen’s Association, and will 
be meeting him again at the end of April 2013 to discuss the issue further. 

 

Health and Social Care 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-13200 by Michael Matheson on 5 March 2013, what its position 
is on the availability of the emergency contraceptive (a) ulipristal acetate and (b) levonorgestrel. 

 (S4W-13720) 

Michael Matheson: Ulipristal acetate (known as ellaOne) is licensed as an emergency hormonal 
contraception. For this indication, it is a prescription only medicine. 

Levonogestrel (known as levonelle) is available from community pharmacies, sexual health services 
and GPs. 



 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-13200 by Michael Matheson on 5 March 2013, what guidance 
it issues to NHS boards regarding the emergency contraceptive (a) ulipristal acetate and (b) 
levonorgestrel and whether it plans to review this. 

 (S4W-13721) 

Michael Matheson: NHS boards are expected to provide high quality sexual health services that 
are appropriate to the needs of their population and to the individual. This includes ensuring that the 
full range of contraceptive methods, including emergency contraception, is accessible to those who 
require them. 

Scottish Government does not provide specific guidance on how emergency contraception should 
be provided except in the case of schools, where policy states that emergency hormonal 
contraception should not be made available. 

There are no plans to review this guidance. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-13200 by Michael Matheson on 5 March 2013, how many 
courses of the emergency contraceptive (a) ulipristal acetate and (b) levonorgestrel have been 
dispensed in each year since 2010-11, broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-13722) 

Michael Matheson: The number of courses of treatment that is dispensed for a) ulipristal acetate 
and b) levonorgestrel since 2010-11 are as follows: 

Levonorgestrel 2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 

 Quantity Dispensed Quantity Dispensed Quantity Dispensed 

NHS Ayrshire and Arran 5851 5856 4307 

NHS Borders 1116 1086 774 

NHS Dumfries and Galloway 1516 1509 1136 

NHS Fife 5410 5643 4195 

NHS Forth Valley 4242 4632 3432 

NHS Grampian 8152 9626 7305 

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 25283 27847 20982 

NHS Highland 3848 3784 2743 

NHS Lanarkshire 8208 8808 6666 

NHS Lothian 19315 20355 14671 

NHS Orkney 121 145 114 

NHS Shetland 219 310 197 

NHS Tayside 5700 6080 4354 

NHS Western Isles 97 159 114 
Includes the Drugs Levonelle 1500® (over the counter) and Levonelle One Step® (Prescription only), a course 

of treatment is one tablet. 

Note 1: Data regarding the Financial Year 2012-13 is up to and including December 2012. 

Ulipristal Acetate 2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 

 Quantity Dispensed Quantity Dispensed Quantity Dispensed 

NHS Ayrshire and Arran 35 53 75 

NHS Borders 18 53 109 



Ulipristal Acetate 2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 

 Quantity Dispensed Quantity Dispensed Quantity Dispensed 

NHS Dumfries and Galloway 8 28 26 

NHS Fife 36 65 87 

NHS Forth Valley 20 52 52 

NHS Grampian 51 61 69 

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 59 101 99 

NHS Highland 78 186 377 

NHS Lanarkshire 24 34 61 

NHS Lothian 133 285 252 

NHS Orkney 14 17 28 

NHS Shetland * * * 

NHS Tayside 63 116 110 

NHS Western Isles * 18 17 
Includes the drugs Ellaone® and Ulipristal Acetate, a course of treatment is one tablet. 
Note 1: Data regarding the Financial Year 2012-13 is up to and including December 2012 
*these data are suppressed due to Disclosure Control. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what staff it has 
allocated to the NHS confidential alert line pilot announced by the First Minister on 29 November 2012 
(Official Report, c. 14128), and what pay grade these staff hold. 

 (S4W-13790) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has not allocated any staff to the Confidential Alert Line. The 
contract to provide this service was awarded to Public Concern at Work, as an external organisation. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what changes there have been in the (a) consumption and (b) price of alcohol since 2005. 

 (S4W-13822) 

Michael Matheson: Monitoring and Evaluating Scotland’s Alcohol Strategy: Second Annual Report 
includes trends in self-report consumption, alcohol sales (generally accepted to be a more robust 
measure of total population consumption than self-report survey data) and the average price of 
alcohol for the longest time series currently available. The report was published by NHS Health 
Scotland in December 2012 and is available at: 
http://www.healthscotland.com/uploads/documents/20107-MESASCombinedReportNov2012.pdf. 

Self-reported consumption data for 2011 is available from the Scottish Health Survey: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0040/00402630.pdf. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how the changes in the price of alcohol since 2005 compare with the changes in (a) rates of violent 
crime, (b) other offences associated with alcohol and (c) alcohol-related hospital (i) admissions and 
(ii) discharges. 

 (S4W-13824) 

Michael Matheson: Monitoring and Evaluating Scotland’s Alcohol Strategy: Second Annual Report, 
published by NHS Health Scotland in December 2012, includes detailed information on the average 
price and price distribution of alcohol sold in Scotland. The report is available at: 

http://www.healthscotland.com/uploads/documents/20107-MESASCombinedReportNov2012.pdf. 

http://www.healthscotland.com/uploads/documents/20107-MESASCombinedReportNov2012.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0040/00402630.pdf
http://www.healthscotland.com/uploads/documents/20107-MESASCombinedReportNov2012.pdf


A bulletin presenting statistics on crimes and offences, including offences associated with alcohol 
use, recorded in Scotland from 2002-3 to 2011-12 can be accessed at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/06/1698. 

Alcohol-related hospital discharge statistics are published annually by Information Services Division 
(ISD) of NHS National Services Scotland. The latest figures can be found at: 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Drugs-and-Alcohol-Misuse/Publications/2012-05-29/2012-
05-29-AlcoholHospitalStats2012-Report.pdf  

This includes data covering the last five years (data covering earlier years is also available on the 
ISD website). It should be noted that ISD do not hold separate admission and discharge datasets. As 
further diagnostic information may become available during the course of a hospital stay, the use of 
discharge data provides a more complete and accurate picture of a patient’s condition. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what information it has on any difference in alcohol consumption between Scotland and England 
since the Alcohol (Minimum Pricing) (Scotland) Act 2012 came into force. 

 (S4W-13825) 

Michael Matheson: Alcohol sales data is generally accepted, including by the World Health 
Organisation, to be a more robust measure of total population consumption than self-report survey. 
The most recent alcohol sales data (2011) for Scotland and England and Wales was published by 
NHS Health Scotland in August 2012 and can be found at: 
http://www.healthscotland.com/uploads/documents/20287-MESAS%202012%20Update.pdf. These 
data suggest that in 2011 Scots drank around a fifth more alcohol per adult than our counterparts 
England and Wales. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what reduction in alcohol consumption the University of Sheffield econometric model predicted would 
result from ending discounting alone. 

 (S4W-13826) 

Michael Matheson: The most recent update of the University of Sheffield alcohol pricing model was 
published in January 2012 and can be accessed at: 
http://www.shef.ac.uk/polopoly_fs/1.156503!/file/scotlandjan.pdf.  

This estimated that a total ban on off-trade discounting would result in a decrease in overall 
consumption of 3%. A total ban is assumed to prohibit all forms of price-based promotion, including 
straight discounting from list price in addition to quantity discounts. 

The ban implemented in the Alcohol etc. (Scotland) Act 2010, which came into force in October 
2011, relates to a quantity discount ban only (for example, buy 3 for the price of 2, 3 bottles of wine 
for £10 etc.). Due to unavailability of data, it is not possible for the University of Sheffield to estimate 
the impact on consumption of the quantity discount ban alone. 

NHS Health Scotland is due to publish a detailed analysis of the impact of the quantity discount ban 
on consumption in Scotland in the coming months. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what guidance it will issue to GPs following the publication of the research, Effectiveness of screening 
and brief alcohol intervention in primary care (SIPS trial): pragmatic cluster randomised controlled 
trial. 

 (S4W-13830) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government has issued National Guidance for 2013-14 on 
delivery of the current HEAT Standard for Alcohol Brief Interventions (ABI), which includes delivery in 
primary care. The HEAT Standard is based on SIGN and NICE guidelines and so in line with clinical 
guidance and a wealth of international evidence that alcohol brief interventions are effective in 
reducing consumption. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/06/1698
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Drugs-and-Alcohol-Misuse/Publications/2012-05-29/2012-05-29-AlcoholHospitalStats2012-Report.pdf
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Drugs-and-Alcohol-Misuse/Publications/2012-05-29/2012-05-29-AlcoholHospitalStats2012-Report.pdf
http://www.healthscotland.com/uploads/documents/20287-MESAS%202012%20Update.pdf
http://www.shef.ac.uk/polopoly_fs/1.156503!/file/scotlandjan.pdf


The findings of the SIPS trial study in England are of interest and confirm that primary care is an 
environment where people will consent and are willing to receive feedback, written information and 
advice about their drinking behaviour. Such a process is already established in many areas 
throughout Scotland as a result of the national ABI programme. 

 

Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what guidelines it has issued on generic prescribing. 

 (S4W-13909) 

Alex Neil: The long standing advice from the Scottish Government, and the Scottish Executive 
before it, is that generic drugs should be prescribed wherever clinically appropriate. Generic 
prescribing is supported by the medical profession. 

At health board level, generic prescribing is promoted by Prescribing Advisers through a range of 
initiatives to improve cost-effective prescribing. In recent years, the focus has been to improve the 
quality and cost-effectiveness of all prescribing through the work of the NHSScotland Efficiency and 
Productivity Programme national Prescribing Workstream. 

The Prescribing Workstream has been working with NHS boards on initiatives such as compliance 
with twelve National Therapeutic Indicators and the use of local Joint Formularies to promote and to 
monitor performance on quality and cost-effective prescribing. Further information and guidance on 
the National Therapeutic Indicators can be found at: 
http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/pca/PCA2012(M)08.pdf. 

 

Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many prescribing support staff are employed by each NHS board and how 
much each board has spent on employing such staff in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-13910) 

Alex Neil: The information requested is not available centrally. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it ensures that prisoners serving sentences of (a) five months or fewer, (b) six to 11 months, (c) 
one to two years and (d) more than two years retain any GP registration that they have at their home 
address. 

 (S4W-13991) 

Alex Neil: All prisoners with sentences of five months or fewer retain any registration they hold with 
their community General Practice and are registered as temporary residents with the prison 
healthcare centre. 

All prisoners with a sentence of six months or more are registered permanently with the prison 
health centre and de-registered from their community General Practice. This allows the prisoner’s 
clinical record to flow in and out of the community as well as the prison estate providing continuity of 
healthcare, access to any emergency care summary and reduces clinical risk to the prisoner by 
maintaining a complete, accurate and up to date record of the prisoner’s health. Upon release 
prisoners are required to re-register with their community General Practice. 

The process of re-registration is encouraged and assisted by prison healthcare staff and others 
involved in the prisoner’s liberation and through care planning. Guidance has been issued by 
Practitioner Services Division, National Services Scotland to General Practices on the re-registration 
of liberated prisoners. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government which NHS boards routinely offer patients a choice of (a) hospital and (b) 
consultant on referral for treatment. 

 (S4W-14027) 

http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/pca/PCA2012(M)08.pdf


Alex Neil: The offering of appointments is an operational matter for individual NHS boards based 
on where their services are provided for example a specific service may only be available in one 
hospital or at a regional service. However in offering patients appointment choices we expect Boards 
to take account of Scottish Government guidance on both waiting times and good practice booking. 

 

Learning and Justice 

Richard Simpson: To ask the Scottish Government how many prosecutions there have been for (a) 

selling alcohol to a person under 18, (b) selling alcohol to someone who is already intoxicated and (c) 

purchasing and supplying alcohol to a person under the age of eighteen in each of the last three 

years. 

(S4W-13828)

Kenny MacAskill: The available information is given in the following table: 

 
People proceeded against in Scottish Courts for specific alcohol offences

1 

 
2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

Sale of drink to person under 18 143 109 52 

Sale of alcohol to drunk person
2 

1 2 1 

Purchasing excisable liquor for 
consumption by person under 18 156 98 64 

1. Where main charge. 
2. Prosecuted under Licensing (Scotland) Act 1976 Section 76 and Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 
Section 113(1) 
Source: Scottish Government Courts Proceedings data 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has considered introducing in Scotland the service pupil premium available to service 
families in England. 

 (S4W-13849) 

Michael Russell: There are currently no plans in Scotland to implement the pupil premium available 
to service families in England. The Scottish Government has a strong legislative and policy framework 
to address the wide ranging causes of educational disadvantage. 

The principle of additional support needs which underpins the system for supporting children and 
young people in their school education in Scotland is much broader than the focus on special 
educational needs in place in England. The current legislation and updated Code of Practice 
supporting children's learning recognises that children or young people may require additional support, 
long or short term, for a variety of reasons including if they have experienced a bereavement, have 
interrupted learning (for example if their family is subject to regular moves). 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the Ministry of Defence support funding to state schools taking children of service personnel 
applies in Scotland. 

 (S4W-13850) 

Michael Russell: This fund is available across the UK. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the regulations on class size permit exemptions in relation to the admission of the children of 
service personnel. 

 (S4W-13851) 



Michael Russell: The regulations on class sizes, which relate to P1, P2 and P3 classes only, 
include “excepted pupils”’ provisions. The effect of these provisions is that in certain circumstances a 
child may be admitted to a class but not be counted within the total number of pupils in the class. 
Details of these provisions are set out in the Schedule to the Education (Lower Primary Class Sizes) 
(Scotland) Regulations 1999 which can be viewed at: 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1999/1080/schedule/made. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether communities signed up to the armed forces community covenant allow applications for 
schools from military personnel using a British Forces Post Office number as an address. 

 (S4W-13853) 

Michael Russell: Under the Education (Scotland) Act 1980 local authorities have a duty to provide 
adequate and efficient provision of school education for all children residing in their local area. It is for 
local authorities to determine how they accommodate a request for a school place for a child of a 
Service family. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the UK Government scheme to provide education scholarships for the children of military 
personnel who have died in service applies in Scotland. 

 (S4W-13854) 

Michael Russell: The Military Scholarships applies to all bereaved children across the UK (of 
personnel who have died in service) to enable them to complete further and higher education studies. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many hours per week on average convicted prisoners are held in lockdown in their cells, also broken 
down by prison. 

 (S4W-13874) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, chief executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

“The standard regime in Scottish prisons is for prisoners to be locked in their cells on a Monday to 
Friday basis from 9pm to 7am and at the weekends from 6pm to 8am. During the day, dependent on 
each prisons daily routine, prisoners may be locked in their cells for up to one hour during patrol 
periods, where the residential staff group are on an authorised meal break.” 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what support it gives to (a) people and  (b) the families of people who have served a prison sentence 
and whose conviction is subsequently overturned. 

 (S4W-13955) 

Kenny MacAskill: Local authorities have a statutory duty under the Social Work (Scotland) Act 
1968 to provide voluntary through care which consists of advice guidance and assistance to people 
who request such a service within 12 months of their release from custody, including those released 
following an appeal against conviction and/or sentence. 

Further to this, the Miscarriage of Justice Organisation for Scotland, (MOJOS), has received Scottish 
Government funding under Section 10 of the Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968 since 1 April 2005. The 
funding for 2013-14 is £62,700. 

The grant funds MOJOS to provide a one-stop service to assist clients and their families to gain 
access to benefits, housing, health services, and to provide access to counselling, reintegration and 
financial advice. Priority is given to supporting individuals who have had their case referred to the High 
Court by the Scottish Criminal Cases Review Commission; individuals released by the High Court 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1999/1080/schedule/made


following such a referral; and individuals coming from other UK jurisdictions in similar circumstances 
who intend to settle in Scotland. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many civilian staff are employed by each police force, broken down by department. 

 (S4W-13743) 

Kenny MacAskill: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13622 on 22 March 2013 for 
the latest figures of civilian staff employed by each police force in Scotland as at 31 December 2012. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

The Scottish Government does not hold the information requested on the breakdown of civilian staff 
by department for each force. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many non-EU students started studying at a university in Scotland in (a) 2010-11, (b) 2011-12 
and (c) 2012-13. 

 (S4W-13744) 

Michael Russell: The total numbers of non-EU undergraduate and postgraduate entrants to 
Scottish universities were: 

(a) 15,730 in 2010-11 
(b) 16,085 in 2011-12 
(c) The number for 2012-13 will not be available until March 2014. 
 
In 2010-11 there were 12,680 Scottish-domiciled students studying at UK universities outwith 

Scotland, while 214,315 Scottish-domiciled students studied at Scottish universities. In 2011-12 there 
were 12,050 Scottish-domiciled students studying at UK universities outwith Scotland, compared to 
205,130 Scots who studied within Scotland. 

Source: Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). 
Note: all numbers are rounded to the nearest 5. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what impact recent changes to international student visas have had on Scotland’s universities. 

 (S4W-13745) 

Michael Russell: The impact of the negative message that the UK Government’s student visa 
policies send to other countries is a significant concern for the higher education sector. There is 
evidence that student numbers from countries which normally send high numbers of students to 
Scotland have decreased in recent years, which may reflect the changes to student visa rules 
implemented since 2010. 

Higher Education Statistics Agency statistics show that the number of students from India in Scottish 
HEIs decreased from 3290 in 2010-11 to 2445 in 2011-12, a reduction of 25.8%; and the number of 
students from Pakistan in Scottish HEIs decreased from 860 in 2010-11 to 645 in 2011-12, a reduction 
of 24.9%. However, largely due to an increase in students from China, the overall non-EU student 
numbers at Scottish HEIs has increased from 27,880 in 2010-11 to 28,500 in 2011-12. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the financial value is of non-EU students to Scotland’s universities. 

 (S4W-13746) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Michael Russell: Scottish Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) received an overall income of £337 
million from non-EU student course fees in 2011-12. This figure represents 11.8% of the total income 
of Scottish HEIs in that year (Higher Education Statistics Agency). 

This income does not include other sources of income from non-EU students, such as 
accommodation fees or the course fees of non-EU students studying at a Scottish HEI campus 
located outside Scotland, for which the Scottish Government does not hold data. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what impact non-EU students have on the Scottish economy. 

 (S4W-13747) 

Michael Russell: In addition to fee income, international students also contribute to the Scottish 
economy through other expenditure (including accommodation and other day-to-day expenses) 
incurred during their studies in Scotland. According to a 2011 analysis carried out by London 
Economics, this expenditure is estimated at around £441 million per year. 

International students also make an important contribution to the cultural diversity of our universities 
which enriches the intellectual environment for all students and encourages a global perspective and 
increased mobility among Scottish students and graduates. The international standing of our 
universities also reflects the ability to attract world-class researchers and staff from all parts of the 
international community. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the implications are for the education sector of a significant decrease in the number of non-EU 
students. 

 (S4W-13748) 

Michael Russell: International students bring a variety of benefits to the education sector. A 
reduction in international students would impact on an important source of funding for Scotland’s 
Universities. Equally important however is the potential reduction in cultural diversity which enriches 
the intellectual environment for all students and encourages a global perspective and increased 
mobility among Scottish students and graduates. The international standing of our universities also 
reflects the ability to attract world-class researchers and staff from all parts of the international 
community. And finally, as international students are not eligible to take up Scottish Government 
funded university places, there is of course no impact on the places available to Scottish-domiciled 
and EU students. 

 

Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many (a) prosecutions and (b) convictions there have been for littering 
offences in each year since 2007, broken down by (i) type of offence and (ii) local authority area. 

 (S4W-13750) 

Kenny MacAskill: The available information is given in the following tables. All offences were 
prosecuted under the Environmental Protection Act 1990 Section 87(1). Further details regarding type 
of offence is not held centrally. 

People Proceeded against in Scottish Courts for Littering Offences
1
 

Local Authority
2
 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

Aberdeen City 0 0 0 0 2 

Angus 1 0 0 0 0 

Argyll and Bute 0 1 0 0 0 

Dumfries and 
Galloway 2 3 1 1 2 

Dundee City 0 0 0 1 1 

East Ayrshire 7 1 2 0 0 

East Lothian 1 0 0 0 0 



Local Authority
2
 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

Edinburgh, City of 14 1 4 3 0 

Eilean Siar 1 0 0 0 0 

Falkirk 4 7 4 4 11 

Glasgow City 1 18 7 9 1 

Highland 0 1 0 0 0 

Inverclyde 1 0 1 1 2 

North Ayrshire 5 0 0 0 0 

North Lanarkshire 23 11 3 5 1 

Perth and Kinross 0 1 1 0 0 

Renfrewshire 0 0 0 0 1 

Scottish Borders 2 0 0 0 0 

South Ayrshire 10 1 2 1 0 

South Lanarkshire 15 1 0 1 0 

Stirling 1 1 0 0 0 

West Dunbartonshire 2 0 0 1 0 

West Lothian 3 0 0 0 0 

Scotland 93 47 25 27 21 

 

People Convicted in Scottish Courts of Littering Offences
1
 

Local authority
2
 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

Angus 1 0 0 0 0 

Argyll and Bute 0 1 0 0 0 

Dumfries and 
Galloway 2 3 1 1 2 

Dundee City 0 0 0 1 1 

East Ayrshire 7 1 2 0 0 

Edinburgh, City of 14 1 3 2 0 

Eilean Siar 1 0 0 0 0 

Falkirk 4 6 4 4 11 

Glasgow City 1 18 7 7 1 

Highland 0 1 0 0 0 

Inverclyde 1 0 0 0 2 

North Ayrshire 5 0 0 0 0 

North Lanarkshire 23 11 3 4 1 

Perth and Kinross 0 1 1 0 0 

Renfrewshire 0 0 0 0 1 

Scottish Borders 2 0 0 0 0 

South Ayrshire 10 1 2 1 0 

South Lanarkshire 12 1 0 1 0 

Stirling 1 1 0 0 0 

West Dunbartonshire 2 0 0 1 0 

West Lothian 3 0 0 0 0 

Scotland 89 46 23 22 19 

Notes: 
1. Where main offence. 
2. Based on an approximate mapping of sheriff courts to local authority areas. Some sheriff courts will 
deal with cases from more than one local authority area. Some local authority areas, including East 
Dunbartonshire, East Renfrewshire, Midlothian and North Ayrshire, do not contain a sheriff court. 
Source: Scottish Government Court Proceedings data. 

 

Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many (a) fixed penalty notices and (b) custodial sentences have been 



issued for littering offences in each year since 2007, broken down by (i) type of offence and (ii) local 
authority area. 

 (S4W-13751) 

Kenny MacAskill: Information on the number of fixed penalty notices issued by designated local 
authority officers and the police are not held centrally. 

However, information on other direct measures issued can be found in the answer to question S4W-
12141 on 21 January 2013. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

There were no custodial sentences issued for littering offences. 
Source: Scottish Government Court Proceedings data. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what steps it has taken to ensure that student applicants with additional support requirements are not 
affected by reductions in college courses. 

 (S4W-13810) 

Michael Russell: College regionalisation and reform is about delivering education more efficiently 
and effectively while maintaining student numbers. Thousands of students with learning disabilities are 
benefitting, and will continue to benefit, from the improved services that our colleges offer. We expect 
colleges to treat all applicants fairly and to adhere fully to their legal obligations. 

We also maintain regular dialogue with the Scottish Consortium for Learning Disability to ensure that 
we are doing all we can to support this group of learners. I have asked the Scottish Funding Council to 
work with the Consortium, and with ENABLE Scotland, to help colleges deliver programmes in a way 
that best supports into work students with a learning disability. This will include developing good 
practice guidance based on lessons learnt from Project Search and on extending the Transitions to 
Employment project, and will be funded as part of the additional £61 million announced on 6 February 
2013. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what steps it has taken to ensure that reductions in college courses do not negatively impact on young 
people with autism spectrum disorders. 

 (S4W-13811) 

Michael Russell: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13810 on 16 April 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning has had with the Cabinet 
Secretary for Health and Wellbeing on the role of college education in relation to health inequalities. 

 (S4W-13812) 

Michael Russell: I regularly meet all Cabinet Secretaries, including the Cabinet Secretary for Health 
and Wellbeing, to discuss the relationship between portfolios and to ensure that the government of 
Scotland continues to be delivered in an integrated and co-ordinated manner. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what reductions there have been in the provision of Access and Progression courses at Forth Valley 
College and in similar courses at other colleges. 

 (S4W-13813) 
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Michael Russell: Details of individual courses offered at any particular moment in time by Forth 
Valley College, or any other college, are not collected centrally. In constructing their prospectus, 
colleges are expected to use their judgment and expertise in identifying courses which best equip the 
learner for a job, either directly or through progression to a higher level of study. The Government is 
continuing to support the college sector by maintaining the number of full-time equivalent student 
places it funds. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many alcohol licences have been issued in each of the last seven years. 

 (S4W-13827) 

Kenny MacAskill: Publications showing the number of liquor licence applications granted can be 
found at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PubLiquor.  

Applications for 2010-11 and 2011-12 are granted under the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005, which 
came fully into force in September 2009. No data were collected in 2008 and 2009 during the 
transition to the new legislation. 

Prior to this, licences were issued under the Licensing (Scotland) Act 1976. Due to differences in 
how licences are administered under the current arrangements compared with the previous, the 
figures from 2011-12 and 2010-11 cannot be compared directly with those from earlier years. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what information it has on how many gun licences were withdrawn on review in each the last three 
years. 

 (S4W-13842) 

Kenny MacAskill: Information on the number of gun licences withdrawn on review is not available. 
Information on the number of firearm and shotgun certificates both refused and revoked is available 
from the Firearm Certificates Statistics, Scotland statistical bulletin series, which can be found at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PubFirearmCertificates. 

 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many civil servants are involved in each of the workstreams set up in preparation for 
the 2014 referendum. 

Holding answer issued: 29 January 2013 (S4W-12250) 

Nicola Sturgeon: As part of their normal duties, civil servants provide support on relevant aspects 
of the Scottish Government’s work. Staff contribute to constitutional policy development from within 
their own subject areas as and when required. 

The amount of time staff spend contributing to the workstreams varies widely from week to week, 
and we do not routinely record this information, as we have no business need for it. The most recent 
published information on this subject is in the form of a response to a Freedom Of Information request 
available at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/constitution/About/Workstreams. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many working hours have been committed to each of the workstreams set up in 
preparation for the 2014 referendum. 

Holding answer issued: 29 January 2013 (S4W-12251) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Detailed information on staff activity is not routinely held at the level of working 
hours. 
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Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what cost has been incurred by each of the workstreams set up in preparation for the 
2014 referendum. 

Holding answer issued: 29 January 2013 (S4W-12252) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The dominant costs incurred are staff costs and I refer you to the answer to 
question S4W-12061 on 31 January 2013. Other costs are generally not accounted for separately. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many civil servants are working on constitutional reform workstreams. 

Holding answer issued: 5 March 2013 (S4W-12918) 

Nicola Sturgeon: As part of their normal duties, civil servants provide support on relevant aspects 
of the Scottish Government’s work. Staff contribute to constitutional policy development from within 
their own subject areas as and when required. 

The amount of time staff spend contributing to the workstreams varies widely from week to week, 
and we do not routinely record this information, as we have no business need for it. The most recent 
published information on this subject is in the form of a response to an FOI request available at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/constitution/About/Workstreams. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many civil servants are working on its workstreams supporting constitutional reform, also broken 
down by (a) grade and (b) workstream. 

Holding answer issued: 22 March 2013 (S4W-13561) 

Nicola Sturgeon: As part of their normal duties, civil servants provide support on relevant aspects 
of the Scottish Government’s work. Staff contribute to constitutional policy development from within 
their own subject areas as and when required. 

The amount of time staff spend contributing to the workstreams varies widely from week to week, 
and we do not routinely record this information, as we have no business need for it. The most recent 
published information on this subject is in the form of a response to an FOI request available at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/constitution/About/Workstreams. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many civil servants for whom it is not their full-time role are involved in its workstreams supporting 
constitutional reform. 

Holding answer issued: 22 March 2013 (S4W-13563) 

Nicola Sturgeon: As part of their normal duties, civil servants provide support on relevant aspects 
of the Scottish Government’s work. Staff contribute to constitutional policy development from within 
their own subject areas as and when required. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many external advisors or experts it has consulted as part of its work on constitutional reform. 

Holding answer issued: 22 March 2013 (S4W-13564) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government is consulting a wide range of experts as we develop our 
proposals for a prosperous, fairer, independent Scotland. These include the eminent members of the 
Fiscal Commission Working Group (including two Nobel prize-winners) and the Expert Working Group 
on Welfare. Further information can be found on the Scottish Government website at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Economy/Council-Economic-Advisers/FCWG. and at: 
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http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/welfarereform/EXPERTWORKINGGROUPONWELFARE/M
embership. 

Since the initiation of the National Conversation on the future of Scotland, significant contributions 
have been received from experts, academics, journalists and think tanks on a range of subjects such 
as fiscal autonomy, energy and the environment, and Scotland in the world. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much it has spent on hiring external advisors or consultants as part of its work on constitutional 
reform. 

Holding answer issued: 22 March 2013 (S4W-13565) 

Nicola Sturgeon: A total of £65,257.38 has been spent on hiring external advisors as part of 
constitutional reform. 

 
Margo MacDonald (Lothian) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government, in the event that the 

Scottish Independence Referendum (Franchise) Bill is enacted, whether it considers that criminal 
courts should take account of the possible loss of the right to vote in the referendum when sentencing 
and, if so, how it will ensure that they do. 

 (S4W-13840) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The independence of the judiciary is essential to the rule of law and a 
fundamental guarantee of a fair trial in any modern civilised country. That is why section 1 of the 
Judiciary and Courts (Scotland) Act 2008 provides that Scottish Ministers must not seek to influence 
judicial decisions. Judges are best placed to decide on an appropriate sentence for each offender 
before them as they hear all the facts and circumstances of individual cases. Judges will then make 
their sentencing decisions taking into account all relevant matters and within the overall legal 
framework provided by Parliament. 

Subject to the Scottish Parliament’s approval of the Scottish Independence Referendum (Franchise) 
Bill, a judge passing a custodial sentence on an individual in the run-up to the referendum will do so in 
the full knowledge of the implication that the person will not get the chance to vote in the referendum. 
That is one of the many factors judges will take into account in reaching their view about a sentence. 

 

Duncan McNeil (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many (a) speech and language therapists and (b) physiotherapists are based in each hospital 
and how many older patients have been referred to them in each of the last three years. 

 (S4W-13761) 

Alex Neil: The information requested is not centrally held, however the number of speech and 
language therapists and physiotherapists by NHS Board as at December 2012 is as follows: 

NHS Board Speech and Language Therapists Physiotherapists 

Ayrshire and Arran 59 201.1 

Borders 20.2 58.7 

Dumfries and Galloway 34.1 71.1 

Fife 62.7 174.8 

Forth Valley 61.6 109.9 

Grampian 109.4 241.7 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 244.7 705.7 

Highland 35.2 158.8 

Lanarkshire 106 227.9 

Lothian 132.5 426.4 

Orkney 3.1 11.8 

Shetland 3.9 10.5 

Tayside  79.5 190.9 

Western Isles 10.1 15.2 

Total 942 2779.2 
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Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what action 
it is taking to meet the guiding principle, Respect for Human Rights and the Rule of Law, set out in its 
document, Working with China. 

 (S4W-13855) 

Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government is committed to engaging with the Chinese Government on 
the issue of human rights as part of our overall engagement. Throughout the course of bilateral 
contact, Ministers and officials take the opportunity to raise human rights issues, where appropriate. 

The Scottish Government will continue to share our experiences and values in our dealings with 
China across a number of sectors including business, education, culture and research. For example, 
there are opportunities to work together on climate change and its environmental, social and economic 
consequences. 


