
Wednesday 17 April 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether its officials attend the Crofting Commission board meetings in any capacity and, if so, on what 
dates they have done so in (a) 2012 and (b) 2013. 

 (S4W-13894) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Scottish Government officials attended the Crofting Commission board meetings 
on 3 April 2012, 17 May 2012 and 2 November 2012 in an advisory sponsorship capacity; on 6 
September 2012 to inform the Crofting Commission on crofting grant schemes administered by the 
Scottish Government Rural Payments and Inspections Division; and on 6 March 2013 to discuss the 
issue of decrofting by owner-occupier crofters and other general sponsorship issues. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
percentage of Scotland is covered by high-definition weather radar; how the coverage in rural areas 
compares with the rest of the country, and whether it is increasing the coverage in rural areas to assist 
in flood prevention measures. 

 (S4W-13898) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Met Office’s UK weather radar network consists of 15 operational weather 
radars, including four in Scotland. This network provides real-time information to help monitor and 
forecast heavy rainfall, supplemented by additional data exchange with the Irish Met Service and the 
Jersey Met Service.  

Although the data is also used by Government and Scottish Environmental Protection Agency 
(SEPA), including support to the Scottish Flood Forecasting Service, its principal purpose is for the 
Public Weather Service. In mountainous areas, the effective range of weather radar is impacted by the 
terrain. Therefore whilst increasing the number of radars in Scotland will deliver improvements, these 
would be on a more localised scale in terms of resolution and quality. 

In their Flood Warning Strategy 2012-2016, SEPA has committed to review the current weather 
radar network and its suitability for flood warning provision and make recommendations for 
improvements (including new and temporary installations). 

All of the existing radar systems in the UK network are currently being replaced with state of the art 
technology in order to improve accuracy of rainfall estimates which will assist in weather forecasting 
and also flood forecasting and warning. The project is due for completion by autumn 2014. The 
Scottish Government has no specific plans to enhance coverage in Scotland. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of the pollution of the Inverinian Burn and the River Lyon arising from 
construction of the Inverinian Hydro Scheme and the destruction of protected freshwater pearl 
mussels, what it is doing to protect such colonies. 

 (S4W-13923) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Freshwater pearl mussels are listed on Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981 and, as such, are fully protected in Scotland. From 1998, it has been an offence 
to intentionally or recklessly kill, injure, take or disturb freshwater pearl mussels or to damage their 
habitat; to possess mussels or pearls collected since 1998; or to sell, or advertise for sale, freshwater 
pearl mussels or their pearls unless done under licence from the Scottish Government. 

Freshwater pearl mussels are also a priority species for the Partnership for Action Against Wildlife 
Crime. Scottish Police wildlife crime officers and officers attached to the National Wildlife Crime Unit 



have been working with fishery bailiffs and others involved with rivers that hold the species to raise 
awareness of the need to protect the mussels from theft and damage. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many people have been (a) prosecuted, (b) fined and (c) imprisoned under 
the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 for taking, disturbing or harming a freshwater pearl mussel. 

 (S4W-14151) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The freshwater pearl mussel was given legal protection when it was added to 
Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (WCA) in 1991. The Crown Office and Procurator 
Fiscal Service (COPFS) is responsible for holding records for prosecutions in relation to freshwater 
pearl mussels under the WCA dating from 2002, though there have been no such prosecutions since 
then. Records held by the Scottish Government on cases involving offences under Schedule 5 of the 
WCA do not identify the species concerned. 

There have been two cases reported to COPFS in relation to offences involving freshwater pearl 
mussels under the WCA since 2002. In one of those cases there was insufficient evidence to 
prosecute the individual reported. 

The other case proceeded by way of prosecution under the Water Environment (Controlled 
Activities) (Scotland) Regulations 2005, Regulation 5 and 40(1)(a) and the Water Environment and 
Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003 Section 20(3)(a) which also recognised the damage to the 
Freshwater Pearl Mussels. This case resulted in fines being imposed on two individuals and a 
company, totalling £15,000. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many freshwater pearl mussel sites have been found to be criminally 
damaged in each of the last 14 years. 

 (S4W-14155) 

Paul Wheelhouse: There have been 72 suspected criminal incidents involving damage to 
Freshwater Pearl Mussel sites in Scotland over the past 14 years. 

These have been recorded by Scottish Natural Heritage and the National Wildlife Crime Unit on a 
yearly basis as shown in the following table. 

Year Number of suspected criminal incidents 

1999 2 

2000 7 

2001 1 

2002 1 

2003 2 

2004 2 

2005 3 

2006 6 

2007 3 

2008 14 

2009 13 

2010 12 

2011 4 

2012 2 

The relevant offence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 is: 

Section 9(4)(a) - intentionally or recklessly damaging, destroying or obstructing access to any 
structure or place which any wild animal included in Schedule 5 uses for shelter or protection. 

 



Governance and Communities 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-13054 by Derek Mackay on 5 March 2013, how many planning appeals in 
the (a) energy, (b) retail, (c) commercial property, (d) housing, (e) environmental waste management 
and (f) hotel, leisure and recreation sector ministers considered between May 1997 and May 2011 and 
with what outcome. 

 (S4W-13861) 

Derek Mackay: Planning appeal decisions in the period May 1997 to May 2011 are set out by sector 
in the following table: 

 Number of appeal decisions Number of appeals allowed 

Energy 99 53 

Retail 275 133 

Commercial property 665 266 

Housing 4240 1175 

Environmental waste 
management 

55 31 

Hotel, leisure and recreation 455 212 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-13054 by Derek Mackay on 5 March 2013, how many of the energy sector 
appeals were for wind applications greater than 50 megawatts and how many were for single turbine 
or other developments of less than 50 megawatts. 

 (S4W-13862) 

Derek Mackay: There were no planning appeals for developments in excess of 50 megawatts. Any 
proposal to construct or operate a power generation scheme with a capacity in excess of 50 
megawatts requires Scottish Ministers' consent under section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989, and is not 
the subject of a planning application. All appeals therefore related to developments of less than 50 
megawatts. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-13054 by Derek Mackay on 5 March 2013, what estimates it has made of the 
impact on employment opportunities arising from these decisions and whether it considers that the 
planning appeals system encourages or discourages sustainable development and employment 
creation.  

 (S4W-13863) 

Derek Mackay: Planning has an essential role to play in ensuring that we create the Scotland that 
we want, that we promote and strengthen our economy and build resilient communities. It should act 
as an enabler of sustainable development of the right type and in the right location. Decisions made by 
the Directorate for Planning and Environmental Appeals (DPEA) play an important part in this process. 
When making decisions on planning appeals reporters from DPEA will consider the economic benefits 
of a proposal along with other material considerations. No estimates have been made of the 
employment opportunities arising from decisions made by DPEA. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-13054 by Derek Mackay on 5 March 2013, what analysis it has made of the 
contribution of the planning system to its (a) renewable energy generation and (b) economic growth 
targets.  

 (S4W-13864) 

Derek Mackay: There is wide recognition that supportive national planning policies are making 
significant contributions to the achievement of renewable energy targets. National Planning 



Framework (NPF) 2, Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) and development plans fully support our 
renewables targets and support sustainable economic growth. Ways in which this support can be 
strengthened are matters we are considering as part of the NPF and SPP reviews. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-13054 by Derek Mackay on 5 March 2013, what analysis it has made of the 
contribution of the planning system to the zero waste strategy and its target to divert waste from 
landfill. 

 (S4W-13865) 

Derek Mackay: National Planning Framework 2, Scottish Planning Policy and development plans 
support Scotland’s Zero Waste Plan target of no more than 5% of waste going to landfill by 2025. 
Along with other policy drivers such as landfill tax, development management, decisions are securing 
new waste infrastructure to encourage reduction, recycling, reuse and the recovery of energy from 
waste that would otherwise be landfilled. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
proposals were submitted for national development status in the National Planning Framework 3. 

 (S4W-13928) 

Derek Mackay: The proposals will be published on the Scottish Government’s website, alongside 
the National Planning Framework 3 Main Issues Report. 

 

Health and Social Care 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government on what date it 
decided to appoint Dr Frances Elliot to its Directorate for Chief Medical Officer and Public Health. 

 (S4W-13808) 

Alex Neil: Following initial discussions in late 2012 and early 2013 about the need to strengthen 
national senior clinical capacity within the Scottish Government to drive the priority agenda around 
Health and Social Care Integration, unscheduled care, primary care and improving services for people 
with multiple and long term conditions, it was agreed that additional senior medical capacity was 
required to support the Chief Medical Officer with specific expertise and national recognition in these 
areas. Dr Frances Elliot was identified in mid-January 2013 as having this unique set of appropriate 
skills and experiences. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the outcomes have been of the national managed clinical networks in the last five years. 

 (S4W-13965) 

Alex Neil: Information about the work of individual National Managed Clinical Networks is available 
on the NHS National Services Division website: 
http://www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk/services/nmcn/index.html 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government under what 
circumstances the Scottish Ambulance Service charges patients for journeys. 

 (S4W-14011) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government fully funds the Scottish Ambulance Service to deliver its core 
responsibilities in support of NHSScotland. These responsibilities include the Accident & Emergency 
(999) Service, the Air Ambulance Service and the Patient Transport Service. This means transporting 

http://www.nsd.scot.nhs.uk/services/nmcn/index.html


patients to, from, and between NHS Healthcare facilities and providing the clinical care and support 
required on that journey. 

The Scottish Ambulance Service is permitted to generate income by operating in a private capacity 
as long as this does not impact adversely on the delivery of their core responsibilities. Under these 
circumstances they would therefore be providing care and / or undertaking journeys that do not fall 
within their core NHS responsibilities. Examples of when this could happen include: 

Journeys between two private residences or facilities, for example from a private residence to a 
Nursing Home or between two Nursing Homes. 

If the journey was to provide a service for a NHS Trust in England, for example transporting a non-
Scottish resident home or to an English healthcare facility. 

Providing medical cover at a private event, for example, football matches, music festivals and other 
privately organised events. 

Under these examples there are likely to be very few occasions where a patient is charged by the 
Scottish Ambulance Service, rather the cost is likely to be charged to a local authority, an NHS Trust 
in England or the organisation running the private event. However patients, or their families or carers, 
are free to ask the Scottish Ambulance Service to undertake journeys in a private capacity should they 
wish to do so. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it is 
aware of reports that the Scottish Ambulance Service may charge a pregnant woman £30 for a 
journey in the case of false labour. 

 (S4W-14012) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Ambulance Service have assured me that they would not charge any 
pregnant woman for a journey in the case of false labour. Should any member have evidence of this 
happening, I would welcome the details in order that this can be fully investigated. 

 

Learning and Justice 

Colin Beattie (Midlothian North and Musselburgh) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on allowing disabled children to attend primary schools 
outwith their catchment area. 

 (S4O-2002) 

Alasdair Allan: Education authorities’ decisions on school placement for children and young people 
with additional support needs, including those with disabilities, should be taken in light of the individual 
needs of the child or young person concerned. 

The Additional Support for Learning Act contains a range of provisions relating to placing requests 
enabling parents of children with additional support needs to request that their child be educated in a 
school other than the catchment area school. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government when 
it last met representatives of UCAS. 

 (S4O-2003) 

Angela Constance: Scottish Government officials meet with UCAS on a regular basis to discuss a 
range of issues. 

 

Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what progress it is making toward meeting its target for modern apprenticeships. 

 (S4O-2004) 



Angela Constance: I am delighted to announce that, once again, this Government has not only 
met, but has surpassed the challenging target we set ourselves to deliver 25,000 Modern 
Apprenticeship opportunities in each year of the current Parliament. 

In fact, in 2012-13 the Scottish Government, through Skills Development Scotland, has supported 
25,691 individuals into apprenticeships across a broad range of sectors and more than 80 job roles. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many and what percentage of 16 to 64-year-olds have received job-related training in each of the last 
(a) three months and (b) four years, broken down (i) gender and (ii) local authority. 

 (S4W-13770) 

Angela Constance: The Annual Population Survey provides the official source of local area labour 
market information. Data on those receiving job related training in the last four years is not held 
centrally. 

People aged 16-64 in employment receiving job-related training in the last 3 months by gender, 
Scotland, 2011: 

 Level Rate 

Female       333,200  30.6% 

Male       311,700  25.9% 

All       644,900  28.1% 

Source: Annual Population Survey, Jan-Dec 2011, Office for National Statistics 
Notes 
1.  Levels rounded to nearest hundred 
2.  Rates based on unrounded data 
3.  Excludes full time students 
 
People aged 16-64 in employment receiving job-related training in the last three months by local 
authority area of residence, Scotland, 2011: 

  Level Rate 

Aberdeen City       33,300  31.6% 

Aberdeenshire       34,000  27.8% 

Angus       15,100  31.9% 

Argyll and Bute        9,500  26.7% 

Clackmannanshire        5,800  27.8% 

Dumfries and 
Galloway       10,400  17.6% 

Dundee City       17,200  29.5% 

East Ayrshire       13,600  27.4% 

East Dunbartonshire       12,700  27.6% 

East Lothian       12,300  29.1% 

East Renfrewshire       10,600  27.7% 

Edinburgh, City of       77,100  33.2% 

Eilean Siar        3,300  35.2% 

Falkirk       13,800  20.3% 

Fife       52,900  33.6% 

Glasgow City       69,200  28.1% 

Highland       28,100  26.7% 

Inverclyde        8,800  26.6% 

Midlothian       11,000  29.5% 

Moray       15,700  37.6% 

North Ayrshire       13,000  25.6% 

North Lanarkshire       27,500  19.8% 

Orkney Islands        3,400  35.3% 

Perth and Kinross       14,000  21.0% 



  Level Rate 

Renfrewshire       19,900  28.2% 

Scottish Borders       13,300  27.2% 

Shetland Islands        3,500  31.3% 

South Ayrshire       11,900  27.5% 

South Lanarkshire       44,900  32.0% 

Stirling        9,200  24.1% 

West Dunbartonshire       10,000  25.5% 

West Lothian       20,000  25.6% 

Source: Annual Population Survey, Jan-Dec 2011, Office for National Statistics 
Notes 
1.  Levels rounded to nearest hundred 
2.  Rates based on unrounded data 
3.  Excludes full time students 
Estimates for 2012 are scheduled for publication on 8 May 2013. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many local authorities offer Junior Individual Savings Accounts to looked-after young people in 
their area. 

 (S4W-13783) 

Aileen Campbell: As of 10 April 2013, 21 Scottish local authorities have registered with The Share 
Foundation, confirming that they wish to offer Junior Individual Savings Accounts to looked after 
children in their area. The list is available at: 
www.sharefound.org. 

The Scottish Government will continue to liaise with local authorities, the UK Government and The 
Share Foundation to ensure that all eligible looked after children in Scotland benefit from this scheme. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what information it has on how many looked-after children in each local authority area have set up 
Junior Individual Savings Accounts. 

 (S4W-13784) 

Aileen Campbell: As of 10 April 2013, a total of 225 children, have had Junior Investment Savings 
Accounts set up, with an initial contribution of £200 each from the UK Government. These children are 
looked after by the 3 Scottish local authorities who have provided data to enable the accounts to be 
set up. The list of authorities who have provided data is available at: 
www.sharefound.org. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what plans it has to promote the registration of local authorities for the UK Junior Individual Savings 
Accounts for children in care scheme. 

 (S4W-13785) 

Aileen Campbell: In December 2012, the Scottish Government issued guidance to local authorities 
promoting registration in the Junior Individual Savings Accounts scheme for looked after children. 

 

That guidance stated that participation in the scheme is regarded as a core function of a local 
authority’s corporate parenting responsibilities. As such we would expect them to comply with the 
necessary requirements to invest for looked after children within their care. 

We will continue to liaise with Scottish local authorities, the UK Government and The Share 
Foundation to ensure that all eligible looked after children in Scotland benefit from this scheme. 

The following questions received holding answers: 

http://www.sharefound.org/
http://www.sharefound.org/


S4W-13782 
S4W-13809 


