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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how it modelled the (a) future profitability and (b) operating 
costs of extraction for each of the scenarios in the March 2013 Oil and Gas Analytical Bulletin. 

Holding answer issued: 15 April 2013 (S4W-13723) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government’s Oil and Gas Analytical Bulletin provides forecasts for oil 
and gas tax revenue from the “Scottish” portion of the UK Continental Shelf under five scenarios. 
Further information on the assumptions used in each scenario are provided in the Oil and Gas 
Analytical Bulletin which is available from: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00416072.pdf 

The analysis was undertaken using projections for future production on the UK Continental Shelf. 
This was complemented by field level analysis using in-house datasets developed by the Scottish 
Government and subscriptions to commercial models, providing field level information on production, 
costs, profitability and tax revenue. 

Scenario 1 in the Oil and Gas Analytical Bulletin is based on the assumptions about future 
production and prices published in the Office for Budget Responsibility’s (OBR) December 2012 
Economic and Fiscal Outlook. The assumptions about operating costs and profitability in scenario 1 
are consistent with those used by the OBR. 

The other four scenarios presented in the Bulletin use a range of estimates about future operating 
costs, capital expenditure and profitability to reflect the impact that different assumptions about future 
prices and production levels are expected to have on costs in the oil and gas industry. The scenarios 
assume that as oil prices and production rise, there is a corresponding increase in operation and 
capital costs. The rise in costs serves to dampen profits and tax revenues relative to that which would 
have been the case in the absence of these additional cost pressures. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it modelled extraction rates and operating or other 
costs for individual field production for all scenarios in the March 2013 Oil and Gas Analytical Bulletin 
and, if so, what field extraction model it used. 

Holding answer issued: 15 April 2013 (S4W-13724) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13723 on 18 April 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what decommissioning costs it assumed in each of the 
scenarios in the March 2013 Oil and Gas Analytical Bulletin. 

Holding answer issued: 15 April 2013 (S4W-13725) 

John Swinney: Decommissioning costs are assumed to be consistent across each scenario and 
are based on the assumptions for future decommissioning expenditure factored into the Office for 
Budget Responsibility’s forecasts for oil and gas tax revenue published in the December 2012 
Economic and Fiscal Outlook. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in relation to Scenario 4 in the March 2013 Oil and Gas 
Analytical Bulletin, what (a) assumptions were made and (b) statistical model was used regarding the 
increasing operating costs and lower profitability that could result. 
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Holding answer issued: 15 April 2013 (S4W-13726) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13723 on 18 April 2103. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the effect of higher oil and 
gas prices on tax revenues in an independent Scotland. 

Holding answer issued: 15 April 2013 (S4W-13727) 

John Swinney: Box 8.02 of the Fiscal Commission Working Group’s First Report provides an 
assessment of the impact that higher oil and gas prices would have on Scottish tax revenues. The 
report estimates that a temporary increase of £10 in the price of oil would increase Scottish North Sea 
revenues by an estimated £2.2 billion. Whilst there are estimated to be reductions in some onshore 
taxes these are of a relatively smaller magnitude. Consequently, the net impact on Scotland’s public 
finances would be to reduce borrowing by an estimated £1.9 billion over two years. For the UK as a 
whole, the report concludes that higher oil prices would increase borrowing, as higher offshore 
receipts are estimated to be more than offset by a reduction in onshore tax revenues. 
The Fiscal Commission Working Group’s First Report is available from: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00414291.pdf. 

 

 Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it considers that changes proposed in the ownership or management of the national forest estate in 
England will have implications for Scotland. 

 (S4W-13912) 

Paul Wheelhouse: In its policy statement on forestry and woodlands, published in January, Defra 
said that it plans to establish a new, operationally-independent management body for the public forest 
estate in England. While these do not have direct impacts on delivery of the Scottish Government’s 
forestry policy, there may be some administrative and indirect impacts arising from the delays in 
England. While we are keeping in close touch with developments south of the border, it is still too early 
to say how the changes in England will affect the Forestry Commission as a whole (including the 
common services provided from Edinburgh). Forestry Commission Scotland will continue to look for 
opportunities to work with other parts of the Commission, where this represents the most efficient and 
effective means of delivery. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
position is on fish stocks being fed meals derived from pork and poultry products. 

 (S4W-14006) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Aquaculture is a key food production sector for Scotland. The Scottish 
Government is supportive of the industry’s use of sustainable sources of raw materials in fish feed 
which optimises fish welfare and maintains the high quality of its products. The farmed salmon sector 
in Scotland does not currently use poultry or porcine derived products as raw ingredients in the feed 
fed to its fish. 

Governance and Communities 

 Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of the pollution of the Inverinian Burn and the River Lyon arising from 
construction of the Inverinian Hydro Scheme, what discussions it has had with (a) local planning 
authorities, (b) the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) and (c) Scottish Natural Heritage 
(SNH) to ensure that planning and energy consents are issued, monitored and enforced to prevent 
similar incidents arising. 

 (S4W-13913) 
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Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government liaises closely with planning authorities and holds regular 
discussions with key agencies including SNH and SEPA on policy, practice and regulatory functions in 
relation to the environmental impacts of development. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it considers that the conditions attached to the planning consent for the 
Inverinian Hydro Scheme were adequate to protect the natural environment and what the reasons are 
for its position on this matter. 

 (S4W-13914) 

Derek Mackay: It is a matter for the planning authority to ensure that planning conditions are 
adequate. Conditions should meet the six tests set out in Circular 4/1998 on the Use of Planning 
Conditions in Planning Permissions, in that they are necessary, relevant to planning, relevant to the 
development to be permitted, enforceable, precise, and reasonable in all other respects. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it considers that the environmental and habitats regulations 
assessments carried out for the purpose of assisting the consent process for the Inverinian Hydro 
Scheme were carried out appropriately and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 

 (S4W-13915) 

Derek Mackay: It is a matter for the planning authority to satisfy themselves that all assessments 
have been undertaken appropriately and in accordance with all relevant legislation, taking into account 
advice from the statutory consultation bodies. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what remediation works, required by the habitats regulations assessment, will be 
carried out as a result of the pollution of the Inverinian Burn and the River Lyon that arose from the 
construction of the Inverinian Hydro Scheme. 

 (S4W-13920) 

Derek Mackay: Remediation has not been pursued as it would not have been practical and possibly 
even detrimental to attempt to remove silt from freshwater pearl mussel beds. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how it will ensure that the cost of any remediation works required as result of the 
pollution of the Inverinian Burn and the River Lyon arising from construction of the Inverinian Hydro 
Scheme is recovered from those responsible for the pollution. 

 (S4W-13921) 

Derek Mackay: The recovery of the costs of remediation from those responsible was a matter for 
Scottish Environment Protection Agency in consultation with Scottish Natural Heritage. In the event, 
remediation has not been pursued as it would not have been practical and possibly even detrimental 
to attempt to remove silt from freshwater pearl mussel beds. Consequently there are no costs to bear. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on whether it will be possible to prevent a similar incident 
arising to that which caused the pollution of the Inverinian Burn and the River Lyon during the 
construction of the Inverinian Hydro Scheme. 

 (S4W-13922) 

Derek Mackay: Preventative measures are set out in A Guide to Hydro Power Construction Good 
Practice: http://www.scottishrenewables.com/publications/hydro-construction-guide-good-practice/, 
a joint publication by Scottish Renewables, Scottish Environment Protection Agency, Scottish Natural 
Heriatge and the Scottish Government. The Guide also outlines the need for planning permission and 

http://www.scottishrenewables.com/publications/hydro-construction-guide-good-practice/


water environment Controlled Activities Regulations authorisations for hydropower schemes and 
signposts businesses to pollution prevention guidelines relevant to construction. 
 

Health and Social Care 

 Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will review the use of industrial trans fats in Scotland. 

 (S4W-13972) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government continues to keep the use of industrial trans fatty 
acids in Scotland under review, using the latest evidence to inform policy. 

The most recent National Diet and Nutrition Survey shows that consumption of total trans fatty acids 
is considerably below the maximum level of 2.0% of food energy recommended by the Scientific 
Advisory Committee on Nutrition for all age groups and is currently estimated to be, on average, 0.8%. 

With low income consumers in mind, the Food Standards Agency in Scotland is currently 
investigating whether takeaway foods, purchased in the most deprived areas of Glasgow, contain high 
levels of trans fatty acids. The survey report is currently under peer review and will be published later 
this Spring. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has ensured that school meals contain no industrial trans fats. 

 (S4W-13973) 

Alasdair Allan: The Nutritional Requirements for Food and Drink in Schools (Scotland) Regulations 
2008 set strict food and nutrient standards for the provision of school food that, as far as possible, 
mitigates against the presence of industrially produced trans fatty acids in school meals and food 
served throughout the school day. 

The regulations specify strict criteria and limits in relation to the inclusion of processed foods, 
including products that are deep fried in the manufacturing process. 

The regulations specify that only oils and fat spreads high in polyunsaturated and/or 
monounsaturated fats can be used in food preparation. Such oils and fats are low in trans fatty acids. 

The Scottish Government continues to keep the use of industrial trans fatty acids in Scotland under 
review, using the latest evidence to inform policy decisions. The member may wish to refer to the 
answer to question S4W-13972 on 18 April 2013 for further information on this issue. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has asked the researchers at the University of Sheffield what the reason is for a 1% 
reduction in alcohol consumption resulting from the ban on alcohol discounting rather than the 3.8% 
that they predicted and what implications this has for the expected reduction following the introduction 
of a minimum unit price. 

 (S4W-13990) 

Michael Matheson: The most recent update of the University of Sheffield alcohol pricing model was 
published in January 2012 and can be accessed at: 
http://www.shef.ac.uk/polopoly_fs/1.156503!/file/scotlandjan.pdf.  

This estimated that a total ban on off-trade discounting would result in a decrease in overall 
consumption of 3%. A total ban is assumed to prohibit all forms of price-based promotion, including 
straight discounting from list price in addition to quantity discounts. 

The ban implemented in the Alcohol etc. (Scotland) Act 2010 relates to a quantity discount ban only. 
Due to unavailability of data, it is not possible for the University of Sheffield to estimate the impact on 
consumption of the quantity discount ban alone.  
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The question does not state the source for the 1% figure quoted, however it is possible that this is 
taken from A Preliminary descriptive analysis of the impact of the quantity discount ban on off-trade 
alcohol sales in Scotland, published by NHS Health Scotland in June 2012: 
http://www.healthscotland.com/documents/5923.aspx.  

In this report 1% is the difference in the fall in sales between Scotland and England & Wales in the 33 
weeks following the implementation of the ban. However, the report does not attribute the 1% to be 
the overall impact of the ban. The authors conclude that a longer time series of data and more detailed 
analyses are required to provide a robust evaluation of the quantity discount ban’s specific impact on 
alcohol sales in Scotland. 

NHS Health Scotland is due to publish this detailed analysis in the coming months. It should be 
noted however, that as the Sheffield model estimates the impact of a total discount ban while Health 
Scotland look at the impact of the discount ban, direct comparisons between estimates remain invalid. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
plans to restrict sales of caffeinated energy drinks to children. 

 (S4W-14007) 

Michael Matheson: The Food Standards Agency (FSA) has no plans to restrict the sales of 
caffeinated energy drinks to children. The FSA is not aware of any evidence of a direct long term link 
between caffeine consumption and altered behaviour to support legislation in this area. 

The FSA will continue to monitor any new emerging scientific evidence in this area. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with (a) manufacturers and (b) retailers about the potential impact on child 
health of caffeinated energy drinks. 

 (S4W-14008) 

Michael Matheson: As the Food Standards Agency (FSA) is not aware of a direct, long term link 
between caffeine consumption and altered behaviour in children or adverse long term effects, it has 
not specifically engaged with manufacturers or retailers on this topic. However, the FSA has discussed 
changes in food labelling requirements for caffeinated products with manufacturers and retailers. 

The British Soft Drinks Association Code of Practice on High Caffeine Content Soft Drink 
recommends additional labelling on high caffeine energy drinks and recommends that such drinks 
should not be advertised, marketed or promoted to those under the age of 16. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what advice 
it has sought since 2011 about the potential impact on child health of caffeinated energy drinks. 

 (S4W-14009) 

Michael Matheson: The Food Standards Agency has not sought specific advice since 2011 about 
the potential impact on child health of caffeinated energy drinks. Previous scientific advice was that 
there is no evidence of a direct, long term link between caffeine consumption and adverse long term 
effects. 

We are aware that the European Food Safety Authority is currently reviewing the existing scientific 
data on the potential link between caffeine intakes from all sources and possible adverse health 
effects in specific population groups including children. This work is expected to be completed by the 
end of 2013. 

The Food Standards Agency will continue to monitor developments in this area. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what action 
it is taking to persuade children to choose nutritious foods during school lunch breaks. 

 (S4W-14029) 
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Alasdair Allan: The Nutritional Requirements for Food and Drink in Schools (Scotland) Regulations 
2008 set high standards that all food and drink provided in schools must meet. This ensures that 
pupils are offered healthy, balanced and nutritious food during lunch break and at other times of the 
school day, allowing them to try new foods and develop healthy eating habits from a young age. 

The Health and Wellbeing experiences and outcomes within Curriculum for Excellence are part of a 
package of measures aimed at educating children and young people about health and wellbeing in its 
widest sense. This helps to ensure that our children and young people are equipped with the skills and 
knowledge they need to make better food choices both at school and home. 

We are also taking action to further encourage and support children and young people to make 
healthier choices when they choose to buy their lunch outwith school. The Scottish Government has 
set up a working group to develop a new Beyond the School Gate toolkit by the end of the summer to 
give local authorities and other key stakeholders guidance on what they can do to promote a healthier 
food environment around schools. 

 

 

Learning and Justice 

 Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans it has to improve the fatal accident inquiry system. 

 (S4O-02014) 

Kenny MacAskill: I gave an undertaking to the Justice Committee in January 2012 that a Bill would 
be brought forward within the lifetime of this Parliament to implement the reforms suggested by Lord 
Cullen in his Review of the Legislation on Fatal Accident Inquiries. But reform of the wider civil justice 
system recommended by the Scottish Civil Courts Review led by Lord Gill must take precedence. 

Some of the principal recommendations of Lord Cullen’s Review were addressed to the Crown 
Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS). These have largely been implemented already, in 
particular, the establishment of the Scottish Fatalities Investigation Unit which now investigates all 
non-criminal deaths which are reported to COPFS, liaises with Crown Counsel and conducts Fatal 
Accident Inquiries. 

The Unit has also assumed responsibility for COPFS policy on deaths and for liaison with external 
agencies. SFIU is a specialist and dedicated unit within COPFS which investigates deaths. 

I would be happy to meet the member to discuss her specific concerns about the system of fatal 
accident inquiries. 

 

Sandra White (Glasgow Kelvin) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its decision is regarding the recommendations made in the Scottish Court Services recent paper, 
Shaping Scotland’s Court Services. 

 (S4W-14300) 

Kenny MacAskill: I will be informing the Scottish Court Service (SCS) and the Lord President later 
today, that the Scottish Government has accepted the recommendations as set out in the report, 
Shaping Scotland’s Court Services. 

In terms of the recommendations relating to court closures, this will require statutory orders to be 
made and then laid in the Scottish Parliament. My decision initiates the next step of the process which 
requires the consent of both the Lord President and the SCS before the Orders can be made. 

Overall, I believe that these proposals are proportionate and that they are justified based on the 
analysis supplied on savings and impact on access to justice. I believe that the recommendations are 
consistent with our wider reform plans, and that there is no obvious way that SCS could make 
comparable savings with less impact on efficiency and access. 

 



Transport Scotland 

 Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-13438 by Keith Brown on 18 March 
2013, where in the contract for the Dunoon-Gourock service the specification is set out regarding the 
requirement for vessels to be able to operate reliably in the weather conditions on the route. 

 (S4W-13857) 

Keith Brown: In my reply to question S4W-13438, I explained that each contract specifies the 
vessels to be deployed and contains detailed provisions for their maintenance and operation. 

In the case of the contract between the Scottish Ministers and Argyll Ferries Ltd for the provision of 
the Gourock-Dunoon Ferry Service:  
Part 1, Section 2 (page 47-48) of the Schedule to the contract includes the specification of the 
vessels (the MV AliCat and MV Banrion Chonamara, renamed the MV Argyll Flyer). 
Part 2, Section 2 (page 51-52) of the Schedule to the contract sets out requirements regarding the 
vessels. 
Part 2, Section 5 (page 57) of the Schedule to the contract sets out operational undertakings 
applying to the contract which include maintenance and operation of the vessels. 
A copy of the contract can be found at: 
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/water/ferries/subsidised/gourock-dunoon. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what recent discussions it has had with the UK Government 
about upgrading the A1. 

 (S4W-14108) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has held no recent discussions with the UK Government on 
this matter. 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to upgrade the A1. 

 (S4W-14109) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has no plans to fully dual the A1. Our analysis shows the 
route enjoys a safe and efficient operation and experiences few journey time reliability issues. As 
such, the key objective for the route is to promote a continuing reduction in accident rates and with this 
in mind we will continue to look at ways to improve and upgrade the A1. 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-13782 
S4W-13809 
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