
Monday 22 April 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
,further to the answer to question S4W-13559 by Fergus Ewing on 20 March 2013, what net jobs 
assessment was made for each project receiving support from the Renewable Energy Infrastructure 
Fund. 
 (S4W-13887) 

Fergus Ewing: Applications are considered on a project by project basis and net jobs are an 
important factor in the socio assessment made for each project. A proportionate and appropriate 
assessment is undertaken for each project  

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-13555 by Fergus Ewing on 20 March 2013, what the result was 
of the economic assessment for each project supported. 

 (S4W-13888) 

Fergus Ewing: Applications are assessed for their additional socio economic impact through 
consideration of the scale and nature of the benefits, the extent to which these benefits are additional, 
the supply chain benefits, the concentration of benefits with Scottish businesses and people and the 
effect on existing economic activity. 

Over the decade to 2020, renewables in Scotland could provide up to 40,000 jobs and £30 billion 
investment to the Scottish economy. Renewable Energy Investment Fund investment will support the 
creation of that economic benefit to Scotland  

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-13554 by Fergus Ewing on 20 March 2013, whether it will name 
the three projects given support and state the amount of private sector investment leveraged into 
each. 

 (S4W-13889) 

Fergus Ewing: Details of investments by the Renewable Energy Investment Fund will be 
announced following financial closure and in accordance with the individual legal and commercial 
agreements. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-13547 by Fergus Ewing on 20 March 2013, whether it will 
publish the assessed economic impact for each project supported by the National Renewables 
Infrastructure Fund. 

 (S4W-13890) 

Fergus Ewing: The Economic Impact Assessment for each of the approved projects is held by 
either Scottish Enterprise or Highlands and Islands Enterprise, with provision made for the protection 
of commercially sensitive information. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answers to questions S4W-13550 and S4W-12998 by Fergus Ewing on 20 and 5 March 
2013 respectively, whether it will publish the funding packages and name the "other ports". 

 (S4W-13891) 



Fergus Ewing: The "other ports" being referred to in the response to S4W-12998 were Westway, 
Inchgreen and Hunterston. Details of the funding package and private sector investment leveraged 
have been previously provided in response to question S4W-13548 on 9 April 2013. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-13549 by Fergus Ewing on 20 March 2013, what private sector 
investment was leveraged into each of the projects. 

 (S4W-13892) 

Fergus Ewing: The private sector investment leveraged into each project has been provided in my 
earlier response to question S4W-13548 on 9 April 2013. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has made a 
forecast of how much renewable energy England would purchase from an independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-13995) 

Fergus Ewing: The amount of renewable energy purchased from Scottish generators in the event 
of a vote for independence will, as now, be determined by a regulated market which is aimed at 
ensuring secure and sustainable supplies of power at an affordable cost to consumers. There is no 
question that renewable energy generated in Scotland will continue to prove vital in meeting 
renewable obligations across the UK. By way of example, Scottish generators in 2011-12 produced 
almost four times as many Renewable Obligation Certificates (ROCs) than would have been required 
to meet the size of the supplier obligations in Scotland. The majority of these Scottish ROCs will have 
been used to comply with the renewables obligation covering England and Wales. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the expected 
energy output is of tidal turbines in the next five years. 

 (S4W-13996) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government has not set electricity targets in terms of the output of 
specific technologies. We expect and want a wide range of renewable technologies to be developed to 
ensure we have a balanced electricity mix. 

Finance 

 John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
the Scottish Public Finance Manual stating that “aggressive tax management in the public sector 
would be inconsistent with attempts to discourage tax avoidance and evasion in the private sector. 
Public sector organisations should therefore, as a general rule, avoid tax management arrangements 
that have the primary objective of reducing tax liabilities”, what guidance it provides to public bodies 
considering offering contracts to companies that use tax avoidance schemes. 

 (S4W-13926) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Public Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2012 permits public bodies to 
exclude bidders who have a relevant criminal conviction or have failed to fulfil obligations relating to 
the payment of taxes. 

Companies are asked to disclose this information when completing the Scottish Government’s 
standard Pre-Qualification Questionnaire (SPQQ) which is available for use across the public sector. If 
the bidding company has not fulfilled its tax obligations, it will be asked to demonstrate any remedial 
action taken and any information provided by the company may be taken into account by the public 
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body when deciding whether to exclude that company from the bidding process. The SPQQ makes 
clear that failure to disclose the relevant information or serious misrepresentation in relation to the 
information disclosed will result in exclusion from the procurement process or the termination of any 
subsequent contract. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
position is on companies benefiting from public contracts when they are subject to legal action 
regarding the use of tax avoidance schemes. 

 (S4W-13927) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Public Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2012 requires public bodies to 
exclude a company from bidding where it has been convicted of one of the criminal offences laid out in 
the Regulations. The Regulations also permit exclusion, where it is reasonable and proportionate to do 
so, if a company meets any of the specified criteria set out in the legislation. One such criterion is 
where a company has not fulfilled its obligations relating to the payment of taxes. 

The Scottish Government’s standard Pre-Qualification Questionnaire requires companies bidding for 
public contracts to disclose if they have failed to comply with their statutory obligations relating to the 
payment of taxes. 

Governance and Communities 

 Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how the Deputy 
First Minister’s reported assertion that welfare spending in Scotland will be reduced by £4.5 billion was 
calculated. 

 (S4W-13924) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The methodology applied to the examination of the reduction to the Scottish 
welfare bill over the five years to 2014-15 is set out in the report UK Government cuts to welfare 
expenditure in Scotland which is available at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00417011.pdf.  

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the figures used in its report, UK Government cuts to welfare expenditure in 
Scotland, have been reviewed and verified by the Expert Working Group on Welfare and 
Constitutional Reform. 

 (S4W-13949) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Expert Working Group on Welfare operates independently of the Scottish 
Government, and in fulfilling its remit makes its own decisions about which aspects of the Scottish 
Government’s calculations it will comment on in its final report. It will report to Ministers in May 2013. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the publication of the report, UK Government cuts to welfare expenditure in 
Scotland, whether the Expert Working Group on Welfare and Constitutional Reform will report earlier 
than planned. 

 (S4W-13950) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13949 on 22 April 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the Expert Working Group on Welfare and Constitutional Reform will use the 
figures published in the report, UK Government cuts to welfare expenditure in Scotland. 
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 (S4W-13951) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13949 on 22 April 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on the Help to Buy equity loan scheme announced by the UK 
Government; whether it plans to introduce a similar scheme in Scotland, and when it will announce 
how it will use the Barnett consequentials arising from the scheme. 

 (S4W-14064) 

Margaret Burgess: The majority of the consequentials funding has come to the Scottish 
Government in the form of loans, without any details about the terms and conditions of their use 
having thus far been provided by the Treasury. Decisions will be taken about how these 
consequentials are deployed in due course, taking into account the overall financial position. 

The Scottish Government is already supporting the housebuilding industry in Scotland through a 
range of measures, sustaining and creating jobs and helping people into home-ownership where it is 
sensible and sustainable. Those measures include an investment of £20 million this financial year to 
support shared equity schemes, which forms part of an overall three year housing supply investment 
of £860 million. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-13464 by Margaret Burgess on 27 
March 2013, whether it will provide the information broken down by postcode area. 

 (S4W-14117) 

Margaret Burgess: Information on the relative costs of housebuilding cannot be provided by 
postcode, because the volume of information is not sufficient for meaningful sub-analysis at this level. 

Health and Social Care 

 Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
action it is taking to ensure that people with sleep apnoea are diagnosed timeously.  

 (S4W-14052) 

Michael Matheson: A key way of delivering safe, effective and person centred services is through 
the implementation of clinical standards. The Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network (SIGN) 
Guideline 73 on the Management of Sleep Apnoea/Hypopnoea in Adults, provides clinicians in 
NHSScotland with evidence based recommendations for the diagnosis and management of 
obstructive sleep apnoea. 

The National Advisory Group (NAG) for Respiratory Managed Clinical Networks is working with the 
Sleep Studies Working Group to identify issues in sleep services and potential solutions. As a result of 
this work a request has been submitted to Healthcare Improvement Scotland to seek an update of the 
current SIGN Guideline 73. 

The working group is also in the process of piloting sleep studies referral guidance for GPs within 
five NHS Boards. GPs are being encouraged to complete the referral guidance which provides 
secondary care clinicians with valuable information prior to an individual’s out-patient review. 

In addition, the Scottish Government has recently provided funding to the NAG to support the 
development and dissemination of “Sleep Disordered Breathing Guidance for Primary Care”. 

All of this work will help to ensure that patients with sleep disorders including sleep apnoea are 
identified, assessed, diagnosed and appropriately referred for treatment and long-term management. 
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Learning and Justice 

 Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government which 
recommendations from the Review of Higher Education Governance in Scotland will be (a) taken 
forward by (i) stakeholders as implementing partners and (ii) the sector itself, (b) have been included 
in the Post-16 Education (Scotland) Bill and (c) will be included in future legislation. 

 (S4W-13878) 

Michael Russell: In terms of recommendations being taken forward by stakeholders as 
implementing partners, the Committee of Scottish Chairs is developing the Code of Good Governance 
for higher education institutions and has set up a steering group to draft the code, which will then be 
subject to consultation. 

Early discussions have been held with the Scottish Funding Council in relation to the 
recommendation regarding avoiding the bureaucratisation of higher education.  

The Scottish Funding Council is also convening a University Sector Advisory Forum with a 
membership covering the broad range of interests across the sector, including staff and student 
representatives. An initial focus of the Forum will be the implementation of the Review 
recommendations and the new Governance code. This is a key part of our plans to engage the sector 
in the process of implementing the review proposals by agreement and to reflect existing good 
practice. 

The Post-16 Education (Scotland) Bill introduces a provision for higher education institutions to 
comply with the principles of good governance. The scope of future legislation will be determined by 
the extent to which the Von Prondzynski recommendations are implemented by key sector 
stakeholders and by the sector itself. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what progress the 
Scottish Funding Council has made on establishing an advisory forum as recommended by the 
Review of Higher Education Governance in Scotland and who the members of the forum are. 

 (S4W-13881) 

Michael Russell: The advisory forum is being convened on behalf of the Scottish Government by 
the Scottish Funding Council (SFC). The SFC has issued draft terms of reference and membership 
invitations to a broad range of stakeholder interests across the sector, including staff, unions and 
student representatives. The aim is to hold the first meeting of the advisory forum in May or June 
2013, subject to the availability of forum members. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what progress has 
been made on implementing the recommendation of the Review of Higher Education Governance in 
Scotland on (a) the role of the Privy Council, (b) academic freedom and institutional autonomy, (c) the 
role of governance, (d) the appointment and role of principals, (e) remuneration of principals and 
senior management, (f) the role, composition and appointment of governing bodies, (g) membership of 
governing bodies, (h) the composition of the academic board and appointment of members, (i) 
whistleblowing and (j) avoiding bureaucratisation. 

 (S4W-13882) 

Michael Russell: We expect the majority of these recommendations to be covered in the new Code 
of Good Governance currently being developed by the Committee of Scottish Chairs. 

In addition, an initial focus of the University Sector Advisory Forum, being set up by the Scottish 
Funding Council, is to consider the implementation of the Review recommendations, providing the 
opportunity for sector stakeholders to engage in the process of implementing proposals by agreement 
and to reflect existing good practice. 

The role of the Privy Council is a consideration for future legislation, the scope of which will be 
determined by the range of recommendations that are implemented by key sector stakeholders and by 
the sector itself. 



Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what progress the 
Scottish Funding Council has made on investigating how the principles of the Hutton Review of Fair 
Pay in the Public Sector are being or should be applied to universities in Scotland. 

 (S4W-13884) 

Michael Russell: We expect this recommendation to be addressed in the new Code of Good 
Governance currently being developed by the Committee of Scottish Chairs. Discussions will be held 
with the Scottish Funding Council after the new Code is published to ensure this recommendation is 
appropriately addressed. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what progress (a) it, (b) 
the Scottish Funding Council and (c) other stakeholders has/have made on implementing the 
recommendations from the Review of Higher Education Governance in Scotland that governors 
should be fully briefed and trained and that each governing body should be required to report annually 
on the details of training available to and availed of by governors. 

 (S4W-13885) 

Michael Russell: We expect this recommendation to be addressed in the new Code of Good 
Governance currently being developed by the Committee of Scottish Chairs. Discussions will be held 
with the Scottish Funding Council after the new Code is published to ensure this recommendation is 
appropriately addressed and that annual reporting is introduced. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what instructions it has 
given to the Scottish Funding Council and what progress has been made on establishing a Scottish 
centre for higher education research. 

 (S4W-13886) 

Michael Russell: We have had initial discussions with the Scottish Funding Council on this 
recommendation and intend to discuss it further with the broad stakeholder interests in the new 
University Sector Advisory Forum. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government which stakeholders 
have been engaged as implementing partners following the Review of Higher Education Governance 
in Scotland. 

 (S4W-13877) 

Michael Russell: The Committee of Scottish Chairs is developing a Code of Good Governance for 
higher education institutions. 

The Scottish Funding Council is convening a University Sector Advisory Forum with a membership 
covering the broad range of stakeholder interests across the sector, including staff, unions and student 
representatives. A key initial focus of the advisory forum will be the implementation of the 
recommendations of the Report of the Review of Higher Education Governance in Scotland. 

Early discussions have also been held with the Scottish Funding Council in relation to the 
recommendation regarding avoiding the bureaucratisation of higher education. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 
S4W-13895 
S4W-13896 

 


