
Monday 29 April 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT  

Enterprise and Environment 

Alex Fergusson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government whether arrangements are in place to (a) retain and (b) make 
available sea lice data that it has gathered for (i) scientific and (ii) academic research. 

 (S4W-14057) 

Paul Wheelhouse: All of the primary data is owned and retained by private third parties. Marine 
Scotland Scientists will retain sea lice data or access to the data that has been used to publish 
research results in line with scientific professional practice which is to be able to revisit, confirm or 
extend the original analysis. Availability will be through the requirements of all public authorities 
carrying out scientific research. This is covered by Freedom of Information legislation. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its position is on whether the environmental effects that arise from forestry and agricultural projects are 
adequately assessed. 

 (S4W-14265) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Forestry projects are considered under the Environmental Impact Assessment 
(Forestry) (Scotland) Regulations 1999. The regulations provide a structured approach to evaluating 
environmental impacts to ensure that potential environmental impacts are adequately assessed. 
Forestry projects are also assessed to ensure they meet the requirements of the UK Forestry 
Standard. 

The Environmental Impact Assessment (Agriculture) (Scotland) Regulations 2006 came into force in 
Scotland on 1 January 2007 and constrain operations to carry out “intensive” agricultural operations 
on uncultivated or semi-natural land, or large scale restructuring projects on agricultural land, where 
the result would have a “significant” impact on the environment. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
ensures that the cumulative effect of projects are taken into account when considering the need for 
environmental impact assessment of agricultural and forestry projects. 

 (S4W-14267) 

Paul Wheelhouse: In terms of Forestry projects, the potential cumulative effect of projects are 
accounted for in two ways, firstly by considering the cumulative effect of different types of 
environmental impacts associated with the project and secondly by including any other forestry 
projects that have been carried out on adjacent land (including that on land in different ownerships) to 
a proposed project. 

For agricultural operations, there are national and local records kept on the number and location of 
applications. Given the stringent nature of the Cross Compliance implications, and the farming 
industry’s awareness of these regulations, there are only a small number of applications a year. 
Therefore it is considered unlikely that there should be any negative cumulative effects in relation to 
these specific applications and operations. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
ensures that consultation is carried out with the public affected or likely to be affected by agricultural or 
forestry projects for which environmental impact assessments are required. 

 (S4W-14268) 

Paul Wheelhouse: For forestry projects, details are made available to the public through the public 
register of Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA). Once an Environmental Statement is received 
details of the application for consent are published in local newspapers inviting comments from the 



public. Details are also provided to Statutory Consultees such as relevant countryside bodies and local 
authorities.  The public and Statutory Consultees have 28 days to submit comments on the project and 
Environmental Statement. 

In terms of agricultural operations covered by the EIA regulations, when an application is received 
the statutory consultees must be consulted, on both the level of detail required for the full application 
(Environmental Statement) and the potential environmental impacts. Thereafter, the application is 
made available to the public via the public register. 

Agricultural area office staff receive many informal requests regarding activity that may require an 
EIA during the course of their duties. In addition, it should also be noted that area staff carry out 
numerous land inspections under Cross Compliance. 

Members of the public that are concerned about agricultural activity that is considered to damage 
the environment can report these operations to the local agricultural office and the issue will be 
investigated. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answers to questions S4W-13253 and S4W-13767 by Paul Wheelhouse on 11 March 2013 and 
15 April 2013 respectively, when it issued the notice to quit to the Raasay Crofters Association.  

 (S4W-14271) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Notice to quit was issued to the Raasay Crofters Association on 1 
November 2011. The dates given in S4W-13767 and S4W-13769 are incorrect and should read 1 
November 2011. I apologise for this error. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to carry out an empirical analysis of the economic impact of crofting and, if so, what 
the role of Highlands and Islands Enterprise will be. 

 (S4W-14333) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government is required, by section 51 of the Crofting Reform 
(Scotland) Act 2010, to report, once every four years, to the Scottish Parliament on the economic 
condition of crofting. 

Copies of the Scottish Government’s Report to Parliament on the Economic Condition of Crofting 
2007-2010 are available from the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (Bib. Number 52273). 

The Scottish Government’s Report to Parliament on the Economic Condition of Crofting 2011-2014 
will be laid before the Scottish Parliament by 1 January 2015. A view on who will be involved in the 
production of the report will be taken nearer the time. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government with which stakeholders it has shared the results of the study into closed 
containment by the Improved Containment Working Group and whether it will publish the group's 
report. 

 (S4W-14348) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Impacts of open pen freshwater aquaculture production on wild fisheries was 
published on the Scottish Government website on Wednesday 24 October 2012 and is available at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/10/5393. 

The authors, Homarus Ltd, consulted a wide range of stakeholders including farmed salmon and 
rainbow trout businesses, fisheries trusts, District Salmon Fishery Boards and scientists during the 
study. A full list of consultees is published in Annex 2 of the report.  

A pre-publication workshop was held on 19 July 2012 to discuss the main findings of the report. 
Invitees included representatives of farmed Atlantic salmon businesses, Scottish Salmon Producers’ 
Organisation, British Trout Association, Rivers and Fisheries Trusts of Scotland, Association of 
Salmon Fishery Boards, Scottish Environment Link, Scottish Association of Marine Science, Seafood 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/10/5393


Scotland, Scottish Natural Heritage, Scottish Aquaculture Research Forum, Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise, The Crown Estate, Scottish Environment Protection Agency and Marine Scotland. 

Learning and Justice 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
can establish a national process for defining and measuring outcomes for young people. 

 (S4W-13963) 

Aileen Campbell: The National Performance Framework (NPF) and the Single Outcome 
Agreements (SOAs) are the two processes where outcomes for young people are defined and 
measured. 

The Scottish Government has defined, under The National Performance Framework 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Performance/purposestratobjs, a set of high level outcomes for 
children and young people:  

National Outcome 4 – Our Young People are successful learners, confident individuals, effective 
contributors and responsible citizens 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Performance/scotPerforms/outcome/youngpeople 

National Outcome 5 – Our Children have the best start in life and are ready to succeed 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Performance/scotPerforms/outcome/children 

National Outcome 8 – We have improved the life chances for children, young people and families at 
risk 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Performance/scotPerforms/outcome/childfamilies 

Beneath each of these outcomes are a set of national Indicators which are used to measure progress 
towards outcomes. These are reported annually at the following website: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Performance/scotPerforms 

 
The Scottish Government, in conjunction with its children and young people stakeholders, has 

developed a menu of local outcome indicators which enable local measurement of these national 
outcomes for reporting and management purposes. Community Partnership Partnerships (CPP) use 
their annual SOA reports to report on progress towards national outcomes using a list of relevant 
indicators selected from the menu, together with any additional evidence. 

The Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill proposes duties on service providers in each CPP to 
report jointly on outcomes. We will be developing guidance for service providers on reporting on 
outcomes which will complement NPF outcomes and SOA process. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the number of young people leaving care has increased since August 2010, broken down by 
those (a) with and (b) without a Pathway Plan and those (i) with and (ii) without a Pathway 
Coordinator. 

 (S4W-13964) 

Aileen Campbell: The overall number of children people ceasing to be looked after has increased 
by 5% between 2009-2010 and 2011-2012: 

 2009-
10 

2010-
11 

2011-
12 

Total children ceasing to be looked after 4,504 4,611 4,768 

Total beyond minimum school leaving age (so eligible for a Pathway 
Plan and Pathway Coordinator), of whom: 

1,450 1,355 1,336 

Number With a Pathway Plan 745 774 974 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Performance/purposestratobjs
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Performance/scotPerforms/outcome/youngpeople
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Performance/scotPerforms/outcome/children
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Performance/scotPerforms/outcome/childfamilies
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Performance/scotPerforms


Number With a Pathway Coordinator 450 965 974 

 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Children/PubChildrenLookedAfter 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of the National Forum of Drug-related Deaths' recommendation in 2011 
to urgently update the 2007 Drug misuse and dependence UK guidelines on clinical management, 
what (a) discussions it has had with or (b) recommendations it has made to the Department of Health. 

 (S4W-14093) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government has committed to revise the 2006 National 
Quality Standards for Substance Misuse Services through the development of an Alcohol and Drug 
Quality Improvement Framework. This Quality Improvement Framework is the focus of the next stage 
of delivery in the Road to Recovery Strategy and builds on recommendations within the Quality 
Alcohol Treatment and Support Report, making sure quality is embedded across all services in 
Scotland: quality in the provision of care, treatment and recovery services; and quality in the data that 
will evidence the medium and long term outcomes of people in recovery. The Quality Improvement 
Framework will drive further improvements setting standards of care, which will be measured by 
quality indicators of recovery. 

Quality standards, improved data and evidence, and planning and reporting requirements will all 
contribute to an effective Recovery Orientated System of Care delivering an integrated approach to 
service planning, commissioning, design and delivery focused on individual needs. 

The Chief Medical Officer, Sir Harry Burns, is currently leading an independent expert group to 
gather evidence on opiate replacement therapies used to treat people with drug addiction in Scotland 
and the practice and availability of community and residential rehabilitation. The group is due to report 
its findings in the next few months. 

The work on the National Quality Standards, the findings of the Independent Expert Group and the 
on-going advice of the National Forum on Drug-Related Deaths, will further inform the Scottish 
Government’s thinking on any updates to the Drug Misuse and Dependence: UK guidelines on Clinical 
Management in line with recovery. Until all of this work is concluded, the Scottish Government has not 
held any discussions with, or has made any recommendations to the Department of Health in relation 
to the guidelines. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action it has taken to increase access to buprenorphine, as recommended 
by the National Forum on Drug-related Deaths in 2011. 

 (S4W-14096) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Decisions on the type of treatment for problem drug use are for 
professionals, in discussion with their clients to agree upon within the context of long term recovery. 

The Scottish Government’s national drugs strategy the Road to Recovery is clear; that substitute 
prescribing such as buprenorphine, is one of a number of methods of drug treatment in a package of 
care, treatment and recovery that can be offered to individuals to help them recover from problem drug 
use. 

Steps are in place to improve all aspect of quality in how drug treatment is delivered. The Chief 
Medical Officer, Sir Harry Burns, is currently leading an independent expert group to gather evidence 
on opiate replacement therapies used to treat people with drug addiction in Scotland and the practice 
and availability of community and residential rehabilitation. The group is due to report its findings in the 
next few months. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether there is 
parity in financial support for kinship and foster carers and, if not, when there will be. 

 (S4W-14276) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Children/PubChildrenLookedAfter


Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government does not set the level of payments to either kinship 
carers or foster carers. Payments are the responsibility of local authorities. However, the Scottish 
Government recognises that financial support needs to be more consistent, if it is to be fair and is 
currently reviewing financial support to kinship carers with an aim to publish its findings by autumn 
2013. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many foster 
carers there are, broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-14277) 

Aileen Campbell: Neither the Scottish Government nor the Care Inspectorate collects information 
on the number of foster carers broken down by local authority area. 

Finance 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many and what percentage of the suppliers awarded contracts through Public Contracts Scotland in 
2012 were Scottish owned. 

 (S4W-14308) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government does not hold this information. Suppliers registering on 
Public Contracts Scotland are required to provide their address, but they are not required to provide 
any information on the registered office or the ownership of the company. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it ensures 
the veracity of statements made by companies bidding for supply contracts. 

 (S4W-14370) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government, prior to awarding contracts, engages with existing or 
previous customers of the bidding companies to obtain information on past performance. This 
engagement covers information provided by the bidding companies. In addition, the Scottish 
Government can access other information and tools to support the assessment of bidding companies. 
For example, we can obtain information regarding the financial standing of the firm from independent 
sources. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what actions it 
can take if a bidder has made a false or misleading claim in a tender document. 

 (S4W-14371) 

Nicola Sturgeon: If a bidder has made a false or misleading claim in a tender document, it can 
result in the bidder being excluded from the procurement process or the termination of any 
subsequent contract. 

Governance and Communities 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
ensures that any significant environmental effects that might result from the construction of tracks for 
(a) agricultural, (b) forestry and (c) other purposes are considered before construction takes place. 

 (S4W-14269) 

Derek Mackay: Where new development is proposed, including the construction of tracks, this must 
be considered in light of statutory provisions on the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) which 
requires an assessment of the likely significant effects of certain projects on the environment, before 
development consent can be granted. 

Tracks constructed for agricultural or forestry purposes benefit from permitted development rights, 
meaning that a planning application and specific consent are not required provided certain criteria, set 



out in legislation, are met. Tracks constructed for other purposes require planning consent to be 
obtained from the relevant planning authority. 

Where a track intended for agriculture purposes requires an EIA, it no longer benefits from permitted 
development rights and a full planning application would need to be submitted to the planning 
authority and the environmental assessment taken fully into account.  

Tracks for forestry purposes are subject to consideration by the Forestry Commission Scotland 
under specific provisions contained within the Environmental Impact Assessment (Forestry) (Scotland) 
Regulations 1999. 

 

Richard Lyle (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether there is a legal impediment to North Lanarkshire Council re-establishing a direct labour 
organisation and, if so, whether the Scottish Government can remove it and would do so if requested. 

 (S4W-14302) 

Derek Mackay: In 1998 the then Secretary of State for Scotland made a Direction under Section 
19B of the Local Government, Planning and Land Act 1980 after a £4.5 million trading deficit was 
uncovered in North Lanarkshire Council’s Building and Roads Services Direct Labour Organisations 
(DLOs). The Direction was varied in 1999 and lifted by the then Scottish Executive on 24 August 2001. 

All DLOs are subject to legal controls. For instance, section 10 of the Local Government in Scotland 
Act 2003 places requirements on local authorities about the revenues of their trading operations. 

If North Lanarkshire Council considers that it faces particular legal impediments which prevent it re-
establishing a DLO, ministers would consider the case on its merits, once we have seen the details, 
including the Council’s understanding of those impediments. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
considers it appropriate for directors of quangos to tweet ministers about confidential discussions that 
they are having with civil servants.   

 (S4W-14352) 

John Swinney: Scottish Ministers encourage and welcome all forms of communication with them, 
including from board members and staff of public bodies. Public body board members are required to 
act, at all times, with integrity and propriety, in accordance with the Ethical Standards in Public Life 
etc. (Scotland) Act 2000. The Scottish Government expects public body staff to adhere to the same 
principles. This is made clear in the public bodies’ guidance on the Scottish Government website. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to protect young carers from any negative impact of the recent welfare reforms. 

 (S4W-14358) 

Nicola Sturgeon: We are doing all we can to mitigate the worst impacts of these reforms on people 
and organisations across Scotland. This includes: providing £7.9 million for organisations to give 
advice and support to those affected; an additional £9.2 million for the new Scottish Welfare Fund, 
giving a total Fund of £33 million; and providing, with our partners in local government, a total of £40 
million to protect people in Scotland from the UK Government’s 10% cut in Council Tax Benefit.  

The Scottish Government also works with a range of organisations to help better understand the 
impact of the UK Government’s reforms of the welfare system on different groups in Scotland. Carers 
Scotland are represented on our Welfare Reform Scrutiny Group.  

The Scottish Government recognises the important role of carers, including young carers in Scotland 
and we continue to provide substantial funding to a range of National Carers Organisations to ensure 
they get the support they need. This includes providing around £4 million between 2008 and 2015 
through the implementation of Getting it Right for Young Carers Strategy. Organisations supporting 
young carers are also benefitting through our investment of over £13 million between 2010-2015 for 
short breaks for both carers and young carers. 



In addition, part of the £28.9 million to NHS boards for their Carer Information Strategies between, 
2008-2015 is supporting young carer services in a variety of ways. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what percentage of Freedom Of Information (FOI) requests it received in (a) 2013, (b) 2012 and (c) 
2011 was responded to fully within 20 days. 

 (S4W-14236) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The percentage of FOI requests answered within 20 working days in 2013 is 
79%, as at 18 April 2013. The percentages for 2011 and 2012 are published in the FOI Annual 
Reports for 2011 and 2012 on the Scottish Government website at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Information/FOI/Reporting. 

In 2006, the last full year of the previous administration, 61% of responses were issued within 20 
working days. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
freedom of information requests regarding its engagement with the Royal Family it has received in 
each year since 2007 and how many times the information was (a) released without objection, (b) 
released on review, (c) released following a decision by the Scottish Information Commissioner and 
(d) not released. 

 (S4W-14393) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The information requested is not held centrally and could only be obtained at 
disproportionate cost. 

Transport Scotland 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had regarding the recent increase in the price of student bus tickets in Aberdeen. 

 (S4W-14118) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has not been involved in any discussions, although I 
understand that First Aberdeen met student representatives on 10 April 2013 to discuss their 
concerns. 

Bus fares and tickets are a matter for individual operators, who use their own commercial judgement 
as to the fare structure to be applied, taking into account factors such as costs, patronage and other 
sources of funding.  

The Scottish Government provides annual grants to the bus industry through the Bus Service 
Operators Grant, currently totalling £50 million a year, aimed at helping keep fares at affordable levels 
and enabling bus operators to run services that might not otherwise be commercially viable. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what progress it has 
made on each action listed in Annex B of Buses for Scotland, Progress Through Partnership. 

 (S4W-14336) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has delivered on nearly all of the commitments listed in 
Annex B of Buses for Scotland Progress Through Partnership, principally through the development 
and publication of a suite of guidance including Park & Ride for Buses, Bus Punctuality Improvement 
Partnerships and Progress Through Partnership. These are available at: 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/publications. 

Training in safe and fuel efficient driving is provided as part of normal training by bigger operators, 
who make this available to smaller operators. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Information/FOI/Reporting
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/publications


Specific public inquiry timings were not set for the Traffic Commissioner decisions but the 
Commissioner now makes annual reports to ministers regarding her devolved responsibilities. These 
are available via the Transport Scotland website: 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/public-transport/buses. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when the Buses for 
Scotland, Progress Through Partnership Forum last met; what was discussed, and who attended. 

 (S4W-14337) 

Keith Brown: The Buses for Scotland Progress Through Partnership Forum last met on 11 March 
2008. The meeting was chaired by Stewart Stevenson MSP, the then Minister for Transport, 
Infrastructure and Climate Change. The meeting discussed Bus Route Development Grant, 
partnerships, park and ride, bus enforcement and integrated ticketing. 

Those who attended were: 

John Swinney MSP Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Joan Aitken Commissioner for Scottish Traffic Area 

Robert Booth Executive Director, Glasgow City Council 

Councillor Brian Collins Chair, SWESTRANS 

John Elliot CEO Passengers’ View Scotland 

John Ewing Director Transport Directorate, Scottish Government 

Jim Grieve Head of Transport, City of Edinburgh Council 

Gordon Hanning Transport Scotland 

Councillor Alison Hay COSLA - Environment, Sustainability and Community Safety 

Jim Lee MD Travel Dundee 

Moir Lockhead CEO, First Group 

David Patel Depute Director, Transport Directorate, Scottish Government 

Douglas Paterson CEO, Aberdeen City Council 

Councillor Steven Purcell Leader of Glasgow City Council 

Neil Renilson CEO, Lothian Buses 

Councillor Anne Robertson Leader, Aberdeenshire Council 

Marjory Rodger Director of Government Relations, CPT 

Brian Souter CEO, Stagecoach Group 

Alex Stephen CEO, Dundee City Council 

Stephen Tetlow CEO, VOSA 

Councillor Alistair Watson Chair, Strathclyde Partnership for Transport 

Councillor Phil Wheeler Convener, Edinburgh Council Transport Committee 

 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when the Buses for 
Scotland, Progress Through Partnership Forum will next meet; what will be discussed, and who will be 
invited to attend. 

 (S4W-14338) 

Keith Brown: The Buses for Scotland Progress Through Partnership Forum last met on 11 March 
2008 and no further meetings are planned. 

The Bus Stakeholder Group was established in April 2012 as a consultative body to take forward 
bus policy development and implementation with key stakeholders. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government how much funding it will provide toward the new ferry service between 
Campbeltown and Ardrossan and whether it will publish the (a) timetable and (b) fare structure. 

 (S4W-14357) 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/public-transport/buses


Keith Brown: An Investment Plan providing the estimated funding required for all of our short term 
proposals was set out in the Ferries Plan, published on 19 December 2012. The actual level of funding 
required for the new service between Campbeltown and Ardrossan is being finalised to reflect the 
published timetables agreed by the community. 

The timetable and fares structure was published on CalMac’s website on 19 April 2013. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what progress it has made on increasing and speeding up rail connections 
between Aberdeen, Inverness, Dundee, Stirling, Perth and the central belt, as indicated in the SNP 
2011 manifesto. 

 (S4W-14361) 

Keith Brown: The winter 2012 timetable which came into effect on 9 December 2012 delivered a 
number of service enhancements to several stations on the Aberdeen-Fife-Edinburgh corridor. These 
included additional calls at Aberdeen, Portlethen, Broughty Ferry, Dundee, Perth and Edinburgh. In 
addition, the timetable also delivered journey time reductions of up to 18 minutes on some services 
between Inverness and the Central Belt as part of the Highland Main Line project. 

Transport Scotland is continuing to work closely with Network Rail to deliver phase one of the 
Aberdeen to Inverness Rail Improvements Project between 2014 and 2019. Phase one is expected to 
deliver new stations at Dalcross and Kintore and extra services into each city.  

The Highland Main Line, Aberdeen to Inverness and the Aberdeen to Central Belt Rail 
Improvements Projects are listed in the Government’s Infrastructure Investment Plan, which was 
republished earlier this year and states that these important projects will be completed in phases 
between 2014 and 2030. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it will publish the Governance for Railway Investment Projects (GRIP) stage 3 
report on the Aberdeen to Inverness rail improvement project. 

 (S4W-14381) 

Keith Brown: Following the publication of Network Rail’s Strategic Business Plan for the 2014 – 
2019 rail investment priorities at the beginning of the year, it is continuing to undertake detailed 
development work on the Aberdeen to Inverness Rail Improvements Project to determine the track 
and signalling required to deliver enhanced commuter services and new stations as specified in the 
Scottish Ministers High Level Output Specification. 

As a result of the detailed work required, Network Rail’s GRIP 3 (Options Selection) Report is now 
scheduled to be published this summer. 

 

 

 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/strategy-and-research/publications-and-consultations/j254579-00.htm
http://www.calmac.co.uk/timetables/summer-timetables.htm?id=summer-kintyre-ardrossan-campbeltown.png

