
Wednesday 1 May 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Crown Office 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people were (a) arrested for breach of the peace between 29 March and 1 
April 2013 and (b) convicted of breach of the peace on 2 and 3 April 2013 and how many of these 
convictions were announced via news releases from the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service.  

 (S4W-14107) 

Lesley Thomson: The Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) does not hold 
information on numbers of accused persons arrested for any charge. The information requested in 
part (a) of the question is therefore not available from COPFS. 

In relation to part (b) of the question information held on the COPFS database shows that a total of 
13 people were convicted of a charge of breach of the peace on 2 and 3 April 2013. There were no 
news releases issued from COPFS in relation to any of these convictions. 

Enterprise and Environment 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with the soft fruit industry regarding the damage that drosophila suzukii, or the 
Asian fly, could have on crops. 

 (S4O-2052) 

Richard Lochhead: Scottish Government officials have actively participated in the Collaborative 
Working Group between UK Plant Health Authorities and the UK Horticulture and Soft Fruit Industry. 
The aim of the group is to share knowledge and to facilitate preparedness of the soft fruit sector in 
relation to this pest. The group has met eight times since May 2012. 

 

Roderick Campbell (North East Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what steps it is taking to stop the spread of the Schmallenberg virus. 

 (S4O-2053) 

Richard Lochhead: The Schmallenberg virus is transmitted by insects and its spread cannot be 
prevented until a vaccine is available. However, the Scottish Government is funding enhanced 
surveillance and delivery of guidance to veterinary practices and, together with the Animal Health and 
Veterinary Laboratories Agency, is providing information that will help animal keepers take 
precautions, such as delaying the start of tupping. 

The UK Government, which is responsible for veterinary medicine, hopes that a vaccine will be 
available prior to the next sheep breeding season, possibly by the early summer. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
fishery protection services Marine Scotland provides to the rest of the UK. 

 (S4O-2054) 

Richard Lochhead: Marine Scotland operates the UK’s Fisheries Monitoring Centre and routinely 
deploys its aircraft on fisheries surveillance around the UK.  

In the last financial year, and for the first time, Scotland’s Marine Protection Vessels were also 
chartered for ad hoc patrols of English waters. 

 



 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether the safeguarding of a protected species in an EU designated special 
protection area or access on a path through a breeding area has priority. 

 (S4W-14150) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Access rights under the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 extend to nature 
reserves and other conservation areas (including Special Protection Areas). The Scottish Outdoor 
Access Code provides detailed guidance on the responsibilities of those exercising access rights and 
of those managing land and water. 

The National Access Forum (as established by Scottish Natural Heritage to advise on national 
issues linked to Scottish access rights) has drawn up additional guidance on managing access with 
dogs in protected areas to safeguard breeding birds. This is available via the following web link: 
http://www.snh.gov.uk/docs/B1012165.pdf 

If necessary, access rights may be subject to modification for reasons which include satisfying the 
requirements of relevant EU Directives. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action is being taken to ensure that the freshwater pearl mussel is 
protected while hydroelectric schemes are being developed in rivers with pearl mussel colonies. 

 (S4W-14153) 

Paul Wheelhouse: In their responses to planning and Controlled Activities Regulation licence 
applications, Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) seek pre-construction surveys and also a construction 
method statement. 

In addition, SNH and the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) have produced joint good 
practice guidance for hydro construction; and SNH recently held two Sharing Good Practice (SGP) 
Events aimed at both regulators and developers: 
http://www.scottishrenewables.com/publications/hydro-construction-guide-good-practice/ 

A further SGP event is scheduled for June 2013 on “Upland Tracks and Renewable Energy 
Development” and the associated good practice guidance on constructed tracks in the uplands is 
currently being revised in consultation with SEPA. The event is focused on discussing the key natural 
heritage impacts arising from the construction, maintenance and after-use of track developments, and 
highlighting the potential disturbance to fish and invertebrate species, including freshwater pearl 
mussels, in areas where access tracks cross rivers and streams. 

More generally, SNH has also published guidance on how best to protect freshwater pearl mussels 
to help inform those considering river engineering works. This is available on their website at: 
http://www.snh.gov.uk/publications-data-and-research/publications/search-the-catalogue/publication-
detail/?id=1519. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action is being taken to assess the freshwater pearl mussel populations in 
non-designated rivers. 

 (S4W-14156) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The first national survey of freshwater pearl mussel populations was 
commissioned by Scottish Natural Heritage and undertaken by Cosgrove and Young in 1997. A repeat 
national survey, which includes all known non-designated rivers with pearl mussel populations, has 
recently started. Fieldwork is taking place in 2013 and 2014, and the final report is due to be submitted 
to Scottish Natural Heritage in early 2015. 

 

Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when the 
Minister for Environment and Climate Change last met other ministers to discuss emissions reductions 
in their portfolio areas. 

http://www.snh.gov.uk/docs/B1012165.pdf
http://www.scottishrenewables.com/publications/hydro-construction-guide-good-practice/
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 (S4W-14189) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I have on-going dialogue concerning emissions reduction with my ministerial 
colleagues. The development of the draft second climate change Report on Proposals and Policies 
and our strategy for a low carbon Scotland has been discussed at two meetings of the Cabinet in 
January 2013, formal bilateral meetings with fellow ministers and their officials as well as during 
informal discussions with ministerial colleagues. In addition joint Ministerial meetings are held on a 
weekly basis and RPP2 has been discussed on several such occasions. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether grants for new-build croft houses have been undersubscribed in each year since 2005 and, if 
so, by how much, broken down by area; what the reasons are, and what it is doing to encourage 
applications. 

 (S4W-14329) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Croft House Grant Scheme opened to applications on 1 January 2005 and 
provides grants for new houses and the rebuilding and renovation of existing croft houses in the 
crofting areas of Scotland. 

The grant scheme has been undersubscribed in relation to the available budget in each year of the 
scheme: 

Year Budget Actual Variance 

2005-06 £2, 000, 000 £570,329 (£1,367,633) 

2006-07 £1, 600, 000 £1,188,044 (£411,956) 

2007-08 £2, 545, 000 £1,687,092 (£857, 908) 

2008-09 £3, 300, 000 £2,014,323 (£1,285,677) 

2009-10 £2, 035, 000 £1,740,678 (£294,322) 

2010-11 £2, 894, 000 £1,569,567 (£1,324,433) 

2011-12 £1, 840, 000 £1,276,441 (£563,560) 

2012-13 £1, 389, 000 £1,365,956  (£23,044) 

 
Expenditure amounts are not recorded by geographical area on the Scottish Government’s financial 
accounting system. However over the past three years approvals in each geographical area have 
averaged: 

Area Percentage 

High Priority 70% 

Standard 27% 

Low 3% 

Total 100% 

 

The Croft House Grant Scheme (CHGS), and it’s forerunner, the Croft Building Grant and Loan 
Scheme (CBGLS), has operated since 1911 throughout the crofting areas of Scotland and is well 
known to potential applicants and stakeholder organisations. Scheme guidance and application forms 
are available throughout the Scottish Government’s Rural Payments and Inspection Division offices 
located throughout the Highland and Islands and also available for download from the Scottish 
Government’s internet site. Within the Crofting Services section of the Crofting Commission’s website 
there is a reference to the CHGS Scheme, referring enquiries to the CHGS Team in Tiree. 

Under the Croft House Grant Scheme, no application has been rejected on the basis of limited 
budget. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to increase the grants for new-build croft houses to a maximum of £50,000 per 
application to encourage more building. 

 (S4W-14330) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government has no current plans for the rates of assistance 
offered by the Croft House Grant Scheme to be increased. 



At current rates the annual budget for the Croft House Grant Scheme is sufficient to enable between 
120 and 130 croft housing units to be assisted annually. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
(a) what the status is of and (b) when it will respond to the proposal for an enhanced crofting counties 
agricultural grant scheme submitted by a group including the Crofting Commission. 

 (S4W-14332) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government received revised proposals from the Scottish 
Parliament’s Cross Party Group on Crofting’s Working Group on 22 March 2013. 

The Scottish Government is seeking views on future design of support for crofting through the 
recently released public consultation on the design of the Scotland Rural Development Programme 
(SRDP) for 2014-20 and welcomes the submission made by the Cross Party Group on Crofting’s 
Working Group and engagement by the Working Group as we consider the future shape of SRDP. 
The proposals received from the working group will be given full consideration as part of the public 
consultation. 

Officials will enter into further discussions with the Working Group after that public consultation 
process concludes. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the status is of the crofting development budget that was given to Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise and what the spend amount was in 2011-12. 

 (S4W-14334) 

Fergus Ewing: This is an operational matter for Highlands and Islands Enterprise. I will ask its chief 
executive to reply to you. 

Governance and Communities 

Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will review the powers available to local authorities to deal with dilapidated properties before 
they become dangerous. 

 (S4W-14133) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government intends to improve existing cost recovery powers in the 
Building (Scotland) Act 2003 for local authorities when dealing with dangerous and defective buildings. 
Proposals will form part of the upcoming consultation on the Community Empowerment and Renewal 
Bill. 

 

Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
support it provides to local authorities that are required to take action against commercial property 
owners because of properties falling into disrepair. 

 (S4W-14134) 

Derek Mackay: Local authorities are provided with a range of powers to help them deal with 
defective buildings. These powers generally require “the owner” to bring the building into a reasonable 
state of repair having regard to its age, type and location and apply to all tenure types. 

 

Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
measures are in place to support intervention by local authorities in relation to dilapidated properties 
and their owners to prevent buildings deteriorating into a dangerous condition. 

 (S4W-14135) 

Derek Mackay: Local authorities have a range of powers available to help them deal with defective 
buildings. The Scottish Government intends to improve existing cost recovery powers in the Building 



(Scotland) Act 2003 and proposals will form part of the upcoming consultation on the Community 
Empowerment and Renewal Bill. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
matters otherwise protected by data protection legislation are regarded as being in the public domain 
once they have been discussed in an open civil court hearing. 

 (S4W-14289) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Data Protection Act applies to the processing of personal data. It cannot be 
assumed that personal data can be disclosed once it has been discussed in an open civil court 
hearing. 

Organisations subject to the Act have certain obligations when deciding how and why personal data 
is processed. The Act does contain a number of exemptions from the general processing 
requirements, to accommodate particular circumstances. 

If an exemption applies, then organisations may be permitted to disclose personal data to third 
parties. However, each individual case has to be considered on the detailed facts and circumstances, 
including the purposes for which the data is to be processed. Interpretation of the detailed 
requirements of the Act and any decision on processing in any particular case is a matter for the 
organisation holding the data. 

 

Health and Social Care 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what local authorities will use in place of the eCare programme. 

 (S4W-14013) 

Alex Neil: The transition from the national “one size fits all” approach of eCare, to locally led 
initiatives, has resulted in the seven local authorities involved migrating on to a range of locally 
developed innovative solutions. These provide more extensive information sharing capabilities than 
was available previously. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action it has taken since 2011 to supply written information for people 
receiving treatment for drug addiction to ensure informed patient choice on all treatment options 
across each NHS board. 

 (S4W-14097) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government’s national drugs strategy, The Road to Recovery, published in 
2008 and re-affirmed with cross-party support by this Parliament in 2012, still stands strong as the key 
over-arching policy document for the delivery of recovery-focused support and treatment in Scotland. 
The strategy is underpinned by key guidance contained in the UK Guidelines on Clinical Management 
for Drug Misuse and Dependence (2007) and the Scottish Advisory Committee on Drugs Misuse 
(SACDM) Essential Care report (2008) which advocate for the provision of evidence-based, holistic 
and recovery-focused support where the individual has a say in their treatment options and associated 
recovery pathway. 

In 2010, the NHS Healthcare Quality Strategy was published as a new approach to making our NHS 
even better, now and in the future, by building on a firm foundation of quality services, dedicated staff 
and strong values. The strategy is focused on three key Quality Ambitions to ensure that our NHS is 
safe, effective and person-centred.  

Moreover, delivering on a key commitment within Changing Scotland’s Relationship with Alcohol: A 
Framework for Action, The Quality Alcohol Treatment and Support (QATS) report, published in March 
2011: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/21111515/0, builds on existing guidance 
contained both within the Alcohol Problems Support and Treatment Framework (2002) and the 
SACDM Essential Care report (2008). While focused on alcohol interventions, the QATS report sets 
out recommendations and expectations for the delivery of treatment and support in the wider 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/21111515/0


addictions field. This is in line with the integrated way in which the majority of treatment services in 
Scotland are delivered to support people to recover, irrespective of the substance involved. 

The QATS report contains 14 key recommendations targeted at the Scottish Government; Alcohol 
and Drug Partnerships (ADPs) and treatment services, with the aim of improving the quality of service 
delivery to better support and empower people to recover. 

To build on this work, Scottish Government officials are progressing with the development of a drug 
and alcohol Quality Improvement Framework for services in Scotland. This quality improvement 
framework is the focus of the next stage of delivery of The Road to Recovery strategy, and builds on 
recommendations within the Quality Alcohol Treatment and Support Report (2011) making sure quality 
is embedded across all services in Scotland: quality in the provision of care, treatment and recovery 
services; and quality in the data that will evidence the medium and long term outcomes of people in 
recovery. The Quality Improvement Framework will drive further improvements setting standards of 
care, which will be measured by quality indicators of recovery.  

The Scottish Government is working with third sector organisations across Scotland including the 
Scottish Drugs Forum, the Scottish Recovery Consortium and the Scottish Families Affected by Drugs, 
to ensure that the views of service users and their families are heard and listened to, in the 
development of quality services. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government which England-
based wholesaler it has contracted to provide wigs and other hairpieces for people with hair loss 
arising from cancer and alopecia; whether this wholesaler will provide salon, measuring, fitting and 
associated services; how many salons in Scotland have been affected by this decision, and how many 
providers in Scotland will face closure as a consequence. 

 (S4W-14201) 

Alex Neil: The information requested is not held centrally. NHS National Procurement, a division of 
NHS National Services Scotland advises that the new contract for the supply of wigs and associated 
services, starting on 1 June 2013, has been put in place with six suppliers. These are A&A Studios, 
Dimples, Healthcare Europe, Holms of Greenock, LA Hair Solutions and Parrucche, of which Dimples 
is based in Manchester, England, and the remaining five suppliers based in Scotland. 

All successful suppliers are required to provide a range of facilities to meet the needs of 
NHSScotland and to provide this service either through their own premises, or through agents on their 
behalf, or a mixture of both, with all the tendered premises assessed by NHSScotland. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
Supply of Wigs Investigation Group Scotland has reported and, if so, whether it will publish the group's 
report. 

 (S4W-14205) 

Alex Neil: The Supply of Wigs Investigation Group Scotland (SWIGS) was a short life working group 
established by the then Scottish Executive in 2006 to look in to the provision of wigs in Scotland. 

SWIGS recommended an increase from two to four basic wigs for patients and funds were provided 
to NHS boards to help meet additional costs. NHS boards received a total sum of £1.260 million in 
2008-09 and £0.798 million in 2009-10 on a recurring basis which was subsumed within NHS boards’ 
general allocations from 2010-11 onwards, including an uplift of 2.75% within 2010-11. 

Working as an independent group, SWIGS subsequently prepared updated guidance which it was 
agreed to issue to NHS boards. This most recent advice was issued in 2011 and is available on the 
Scotland’s Health On the Web (SHOW) website: 
http://www.show.scot.nhs.uk/sehd/publications/DC20111102wigs.pdf. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what recent 
consultations it has had with the medical consultants who diagnose and treat patients with hair loss 
about the implications of an England-based wholesaler being awarded the contract to provide wigs 
and other hairpieces. 

http://www.show.scot.nhs.uk/sehd/publications/DC20111102wigs.pdf


 (S4W-14207) 

Alex Neil: National Procurement, a division of NHS National Services Scotland advises that it has 
undertaken a full tender process involving a Commodity Advisory Panel (CAP) which comprises of 
clinical staff appointed by NHSScotland: including Consultant Dermatologist, Oncology, MacMillan and 
Cancer Care Nurse Specialists, Surgical Appliance Officers and Prostheses Advisor and Service 
Managers. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it last met 
representatives of Alopecia Help and Support Scotland. 

 (S4W-14232) 

Alex Neil: We have no record of any recent meetings with representatives of Alopecia Help and 
Support Scotland although there have been meetings with officials in the past and via the previous 
Supply of Wigs Investigation Group Scotland group. 

The Scottish Government recognises the important role that third sector organisations have in 
supporting people living with a range of long term conditions and would be happy to receive a request 
to meet with stakeholders on appropriate issues. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it last met 
the chief executives of NHS boards to discuss the needs of (a) children, (b) young adults and (c) 
adults who experience hair loss as a result of their treatment for (i) cancer and (ii) other conditions. 

 (S4W-14233) 

Alex Neil: It is the responsibility of NHS boards to plan and deliver healthcare services to meet the 
assessed needs of their resident populations. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what meetings it 
has had since 2007 with salon providers of services to patients who experience hair loss as a result of 
their treatment for (a) cancer and (b) other conditions. 

 (S4W-14234) 

Alex Neil: Planning and delivery of healthcare services to meet the assessed needs of their resident 
populations is a matter for NHS boards. National Procurement (NP), a division of NHS National 
Services Scotland is the centre of procurement expertise for health established as part of the wider 
procurement reform activity across the Scottish Public Sector. Further information about NP is 
available from their website: 
www.nhsscotlandprocurement.scot.nhs.uk/. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether access to 
the Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) is available for children in kinship care on 
the same priority basis as for those in foster care. 

 (S4W-14273) 

Michael Matheson: Children and young people who are referred to CAMHS are assessed on their 
clinical needs. At assessment they will be seen by a multidisciplinary team which includes a number of 
professionals, including psychiatrists, psychologists, nurses and occupational therapists. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-12972 by Alex Neil on 7 March 2013, whether it considers that the Scottish 
Ambulance Service should publish the report into the investigation of claims of bullying and 
intimidation at the Scottish Ambulance Academy. 

 (S4W-14283) 

http://www.nhsscotlandprocurement.scot.nhs.uk/


Alex Neil: This is a matter for the Scottish Ambulance Service. The Scottish Ambulance Service has 
indicated they will of course be happy to discuss any general employee conduct issues with Ms Baillie. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-12971 by Alex Neil on 7 March 2013, whether it is aware of the decision of 
the Scottish Ambulance Service not to publish the report of the investigation and, if so, what its 
position is on this matter. 

 (S4W-14284) 

Alex Neil: The report of the investigation into allegations of bullying at the Scottish Ambulance 
Service National Headquarters is published on the board’s website. It is available in the board’s 
January papers section at: 
http://www.scottishambulance.com/TheService/PapersList.aspx?Month=January. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-12975 by Alex Neil on 7 March 2013, whether the Crown Office and 
Procurator Fiscal Service has decided whether further action will be taken in relation to the Elsie Inglis 
Care Home. 

 (S4W-14285) 

Alex Neil: Police Scotland have confirmed that a report was submitted to the Crown Office and 
Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) on 27 December 2012 following the investigation into the Elsie 
Inglis Care Home. It will be for the COPFS to decide if any further action is required and Police in 
Edinburgh await their direction. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-13201 by Alex Neil on 7 March 2013, whether Health Protection Scotland 
has produced board, hospitals and ward prevalence information on norovirus. 

 (S4W-14286) 

Alex Neil: Health Protection Scotland have provided the information you requested. This was 
enclosed in my letter to the member dated 24 April 2013. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4T-00311 by Michael Matheson on 16 April 2013 (Official Report, c.18528), what 
the (a) role and (b) remit will be of the independent commission to examine the policies and practices 
that are in place for handling ashes and cremated remains. 

 (S4W-14291) 

Michael Matheson: The role of the commission will be to ensure that a consistent approach to the 
treatment of ashes can be put in place across Scotland. The specific remit of the commission will be 
refined by the commission chair. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4T-00311 by Michael Matheson on 16 April 2013 (Official Report, c.18528), how 
parents affected by (a) neonatal and (b) stillborn baby deaths will be represented on the independent 
commission to examine the policies and practices that are in place for handling ashes and cremated 
remains. 

 (S4W-14292) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government is in the process of establishing the membership of 
the commission. We have committed to ensure that parents who have been affected will be 
represented. 

 

http://www.scottishambulance.com/TheService/PapersList.aspx?Month=January


Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4T-00311 by Michael Matheson on 16 April 2013 (Official Report, c.18528), 
whether the independent commission to examine the policies and practices that are in place for 
handling ashes and cremated remains will have powers to call witnesses under oath. 

 (S4W-14293) 

Michael Matheson: The commission will not be a statutory body and will not investigate specific 
incidents or allegations. The commission will not therefore need evidence to be submitted under oath. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4T-00311 by Michael Matheson on 16 April 2013 (Official Report, c.18528), 
whether the independent commission to examine the policies and practices that are in place for 
handling ashes and cremated remains will review the practices of (a) undertakers, (b) hospitals and (c) 
crematoria both in private and public. 

 (S4W-14294) 

Michael Matheson: The commission will be tasked with examining all relevant policies and 
procedures. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4T-00311 by Michael Matheson on 16 April 2013 (Official Report, c.18528), (a) 
when and (b) to whom the independent commission to examine the policies and practices that are in 
place for handling ashes and cremated remains will report. 

 (S4W-14295) 

Michael Matheson: The commission will produce recommendations by the end of the 2013 and will 
report to Scottish Ministers. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4T-00311 by Michael Matheson on 16 April 2013 (Official Report, c.18528), 
whether it will invite Dame Elish Angiolini to participate in the independent commission to examine the 
policies and practices that are in place for handling ashes and cremated remains and, if so, what role 
it will ask her to take. 

 (S4W-14296) 

Michael Matheson: Dame Elish has confirmed her on-going commitment to her investigation into 
the former practice at Mortonhall crematorium. This, alongside other pre-existing commitments, 
prevents Dame Elish from direct participation in the Commission. 

However, Dame Elish has agreed that her investigation will work closely with the Commission. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what update it 
can provide on the review of vitamin D by the (a) Scientific Advisory Committee on Nutrition and (b) 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence. 

 (S4W-14303) 

Michael Matheson: The Scientific Advisory Committee on Nutrition (SACN) Vitamin D Working 
Group held its eighth meeting in February this year, with the next scheduled for 15 May 2013. It is 
anticipated that a draft report will be available for public consultation in March 2014, with the final 
report likely to be published in December 2014. Minutes of all SACN working group meetings are 
available on the SACN website at: 
http://www.sacn.gov.uk/meetings/working_groups/vitamin/28032012.html. 

The National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) has now set the scope for developing 
public health guidance on the implementation of existing recommendations to prevent vitamin D 
deficiency. The draft guidance is due to be issued for consultation in December 2013 with publication 

http://www.sacn.gov.uk/meetings/working_groups/vitamin/28032012.html


of the final guidance in June 2014. Further details, including the scope of the guidance, are available 
on the NICE website at:  
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byID&o=13795. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
representations it has made to the (a) Scientific Advisory Committee on Nutrition and (b) National 
Institute for Health and Care Excellence to ensure that the relevance of Scotland’s high latitude is 
considered in the review of vitamin D. 

 (S4W-14304) 

Michael Matheson: Officials from the Food Standards Agency in Scotland (FSAS) attend the 
Scientific Advisory Committee on Nutrition (SACN) Vitamin D Working Group meetings on behalf of 
the Scottish Government to ensure Scottish interests are fully represented. In doing so, the FSAS 
ensures that relevant research on vitamin D which relates specifically to the Scottish population is 
considered as part of the review. 

The National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) is developing public health guidance 
on the implementation of existing recommendations to prevent vitamin D deficiency. In doing so, NICE 
do not intend to look at the relative contributions of cutaneous vitamin D synthesis to vitamin D status 
in the UK population as this issue is being considered as part of the SACN review on vitamin D. SACN 
is a stakeholder in the development of this guidance. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether a 
cost-benefit analysis of interventions to reduce vitamin D deficiency in the population will form part of 
the review by the Scientific Advisory Committee on Nutrition. 

 (S4W-14305) 

Michael Matheson: The remit of the Scientific Advisory Committee on Nutrition (SACN) Vitamin D 
Working Group is to review the Dietary Reference Values for vitamin D intake and make 
recommendations. In doing so, the review is considering the clinical evidence on vitamin D and will not 
include any cost-benefit analysis. The full terms of reference for the group are available on the SACN 
website at: 
http://www.sacn.gov.uk/meetings/working_groups/vitamin/index.html. 

In developing its guidance on the implementation of existing recommendations to prevent vitamin D 
deficiency, NICE will be considering the cost effectiveness of interventions to increase awareness and 
implementation of existing guidance on vitamin D amongst both health professionals and at-risk 
groups. Further details regarding the scope of the guidance are available at: 
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byID&o=13795. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
received complaints about the Director of Delivery of NHS Health Scotland and, if so, how many. 

 (S4W-14350) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has no records of having received a complaint about the 
Director of Delivery of NHS Health Scotland. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what measures 
are in place to ensure the (a) propriety and (b) professionalism of all parties in the tender process for 
the procurement of NHS hairpieces. 

 (S4W-14372) 

Alex Neil: National Procurement, a division of NHS National Services Scotland, had advised that 
the latest contract for wigs and associated services was tendered in line with the standard National 
Procurement process that is based on the Scottish Government Procurement Journey, which 
incorporates the Public Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2012. 

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byID&o=13795
http://www.sacn.gov.uk/meetings/working_groups/vitamin/index.html
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byID&o=13795


 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it ensures a 
seamless transition for patients requiring hairpieces when there is a change in supplier. 

 (S4W-14373) 

Alex Neil: National Procurement, a division of NHS National Services Scotland has advised that the 
wigs and associated services contract was awarded in April 2013, with a commencement date of 1 
June 2013. The current contract runs to 31 May 2013 and of the four incumbent suppliers, three have 
been awarded to the new contract, along with three new suppliers. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it ensures 
that patients receiving chemotherapy are measured for wigs and have them provided within three 
weeks of starting chemotherapy and that this timescale is not disrupted by any change in supplier. 

 (S4W-14374) 

Alex Neil: The implementation of the new wigs and associated services Contract is the 
responsibility of the NHS boards, they will monitor the performance of each of the suppliers against 
the contract terms and conditions. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when the proposed health innovation research advisory group will hold its first meeting; what its remit 
will be; when its membership will be finalised, and which officials will attend as (a) members and (b) 
observers. 

 (S4W-14472) 

Alex Neil: The Health Informatics Research Advisory Group met for the first time on 23 January 
2013. Its remit is to consider, what are the opportunities in Scotland:  

To become world-leading in health and biomedical informatics research; to identify obstacles to the 
use of electronic health records for research in Scotland, and to develop solutions; to inform the 
development of the Scottish Government’s strategies for e-health and cross-sectoral data linkage; to 
advise the Chief Scientist Office on its strategy for supporting electronic health records research; to 
monitor developments in health informatics research infrastructure in the UK and internationally, and 
identify opportunities for Scottish involvement and to consider what investments would be most 
effective in enhancing Scotland’s capability for research using electronic health records. 

The group’s membership includes experts in health informatics research from Scotland and 
elsewhere in the UK and the following officials: Mr Derek Feeley, Director General of the Health and 
Social Care Directorate, Dr Roger Halliday, Chief Statistician, Professor Andrew Morris, Chief 
Scientist, and Dr Peter Craig from the Chief Scientist Office. Advice from other experts will be sought 
as required. 

Learning and Justice 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether the percentage of opioid drug users in treatment in Scotland is lower 
than in (a) England and (b) other European countries and, if so, what analysis it has made of the 
reasons for this. 

 (S4W-14098) 

Roseanna Cunningham: It is not possible from the data currently available to make direct 
comparisons between the percentage of people with opioid addiction in drug treatment in Scotland 
compared to England and other European countries. 

The Scottish Government continues to work closely with the UK Focal Point on Drugs and the 
European Monitoring Centre on Drugs and Drug Addiction to ensure that Scotland’s position in relation 
to the rest of the UK and other countries can be analysed and monitored. 



The Chief Medical Officer, Sir Harry Burns, is currently leading an independent expert group to 
gather evidence on opiate replacement therapies used to treat people with drug addiction. The group 
is due to report its findings in the next few months. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether all police officers had Police Service of Scotland 
warrant cards on 1 April 2013 and, if not, how many and what percentage of officers did not and what 
the implications are for these officers. 

 (S4W-14164) 

Kenny MacAskill: This is a matter for the Police Service of Scotland. Scottish Ministers do not hold 
this information. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether all police officers had Police Service of Scotland 
authorisation cards to carry CS incapacitant spray on 1 April 2013 and, if not, how many and what 
percentage of officers did not and what the implications are for these officers. 

 (S4W-14166) 

Kenny MacAskill: This is a matter for the Police Service of Scotland. Scottish Ministers do not hold 
this information. However, transitional provisions under the Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 
2012 make clear that any authorisation granted by a Scottish chief officer in exercise of powers in 
relation to the carrying of CS spray remains valid. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether all authorised firearms officers had Police Service of 
Scotland authorisation cards to carry firearms on 1 April 2013 and, if not, how many and what 
percentage of officers did not and what the implications are for these officers. 

 (S4W-14168) 

Kenny MacAskill: This is a matter for the Police Service of Scotland. Scottish Ministers do not hold 
this information. However transitional provisions under the Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012 
make clear that any authorisation granted by a Scottish chief officer in exercise of powers in relation to 
the carrying of firearms remains valid. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether the Police Service of Scotland warrant cards contain 
images such as a security hologram to prevent forgeries and what the reasons are for its position on 
this matter. 

 (S4W-14170) 

Kenny MacAskill: This is a matter for the Police Service of Scotland. Scottish Ministers do not hold 
this information. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether section 120 of the Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) 
Act 2012 has been commenced and, if not, when it plans to lay an order to commence the section. 

 (S4W-14196) 

Kenny MacAskill: Section 120 of the Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012 came into force 
on 1 April 2013. 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answers 
to questions S4W-08944 and S4W-08941 by Roseanna Cunningham on 15 August 2012, what 
progress has been made on the transfer of the administration of employment tribunals. 



 

Holding answer issued: 30 April 2013 (S4W-14262) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The UK Government has been considering the transfer of the 
administration of reserved tribunals to the Scottish Ministers. In his response to the Cabinet Secretary 
for Justice’s letter of 12 October 2012, the Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State for Justice indicated 
that he would be in a position to provide an update on this issue shortly. We are still awaiting the UK 
Government’s update. 

 

Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many people have been convicted for allowing the (a) production, (b) supply 
and (c) smoking of cannabis on their premises. 

 (S4W-14376) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The available information is given in the following table. People with a 
charge proved for cannabis offences under Section 8 of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971

1,2, 
2006-07 to 

2011-12: 

Section 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

Section 8(A) 2 1 2 2 6 3 

Section 8(D) 1 0 0 0 1 2 

Total 3 1 2 2 7 5 

Notes: 
1. Where main charge. 
2. The Criminal History System (CHS), from which these data are derived, contains an offence 
modifier code for a crime or offence which provides additional information for the specific incident as 
opposed to the actual charge. This code has been used here to identify the type of drug involved in 
drugs possession offences, however it should be noted that only around half the records on the CHS 
for drugs offences contain details of the drug(s) involved. 
Source: Scottish Government Courts Proceedings data. 

 

Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many cannabis plants have been recovered in drug seizures by the police 
in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-14378) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Information on the number of cannabis plants seized by Scottish police 
forces in Scotland in 2010-11 and 2011-12 is available from the Drug Seizures by Scottish Police 
Forces, 2011-12 statistical bulletin, which can be found at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/DrugSeizures. 

There was a break in the series and as a result, there are no drug seizures data available for the 
three year period 2007-08 to 2009-10. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many drug treatment and testing orders were (a) made and (b) completed in each year from 2007 
to 2012, also broken down by (i) criminal justice and (ii) alcohol and drug partnership area. 

 (S4W-14448) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Figures on Drug Treatment and Testing Orders (DTTOS) commenced 
and the numbers terminated/completed by local authority and community justice authority area are 
available online at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/Datasets/DTTOs. 

Figures on DTTOs are compiled from returns from local authorities and do not relate directly to 
alcohol and drug partnership areas. However, the majority of alcohol and drug partnership areas are 
coterminous with local authority areas and figures for these areas can be derived from the published 
figures. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/DrugSeizures
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/Datasets/DTTOs


Strategy and External Affairs 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
timescale is for ministers to respond to letters from MSPs. 

 (S4W-14301) 

Joe FitzPatrick: The target time for ministerial replies to all correspondence is 20 working days. 

 


