
 

 

Thursday 2 May 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to (a) investigate further or (b) enable further research into the impact of distance 
from drainage features on peat in relation to the carbon calculator. 

 (S4W-14149) 

John Swinney: Yes, a project proposal which includes looking into this issue has been prepared by 
ClimateXChange. The proposal, including detailed scope and project timescales, is currently under 
consideration. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many licences have been obtained to sell freshwater pearls from Scottish 
rivers in each of the last 14 years. 

 (S4W-14152) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The figures for Antique freshwater pearl mussel licences issued for sale of 
pearls between 1999-2011 are in the following table: 

Year Antique freshwater pearl mussel licences issued 
(To sell/jewellery trade) under Section 16(4) (b) of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981. 

1999 The Scottish Government does not hold this information 

2000 The Scottish Government does not hold this information 

2001 0 

2002 1 

2003 1 

2004 1  

2005 1 

2006 11 

2007 6   

2008 11 

2009 11 

2010 18 

2011 21* 

2012 8  

2013 2 (as of 1
st
 April 2013) 

* The Scottish Government issued 11 licences to sell freshwater pearls in 2011. This relates to 
freshwater pearls taken before 1998, when freshwater pearl mussels were not protected. Scottish 
Natural Heritage (SNH) were given the responsibility for the licensing of the sale of pearls from 
freshwater pearl mussels on 1 July 2011. SNH issued a further 10 licences in 2011, giving a total of 
21 for that year.  

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action is being taken to identify sites for a reintroduction programme for 
the freshwater pearl mussel. 

 (S4W-14154) 

Paul Wheelhouse: As part of the UK Biodiversity Action Plan for freshwater pearl mussels, a trial 
reintroduction to two tributaries of rivers in the Cairngorms took place in 2005. The freshwater pearl 
mussel was subsequently included in the Species Action Framework and during the period 2007-12 
further action was taken to look at potential reintroduction to distinct catchments from which the 
species had been lost. Following research work that identified a number of potential reintroduction 
sites, and examined the species’ genetic diversity, a reintroduction programme was finalised. 



 

 

A further reintroduction took place in Argyll during 2011. Follow up monitoring demonstrated 
disappointing results with poor recruitment in the Cairngorms, although there appears to have been 
better results in Argyll. The reasons for the different results are not clear. Further monitoring is 
scheduled to take place during 2013 at all three reintroduction sites which will inform further potential 
reintroductions. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-13890 by Fergus Ewing on 22 April 2013, whether ministers 
have seen the economic assessments for each project supported by the National Renewables 
Infrastructure Fund and, if so, whether they will seek their publication by the relevant agencies. 

 (S4W-14412) 

Fergus Ewing: The economic impact assessments relating to projects supported by the National 
Renewables Infrastructure Fund are undertaken independently of Scottish Ministers. The economic 
impact assessments are held by Scottish Enterprise or Highlands and Islands Enterprise and are 
available through written request to the appropriate Chief Executive, with relevant provisions made for 
the protection of commercially sensitive information. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many petrol stations that received funding from the Rural Petrol Station 
Grant Scheme between 1998 and 2008 are still open, also broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-14478) 

Fergus Ewing: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many grants (a) Scottish Enterprise and (b) Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise have given to rural petrol stations since 2008. 

 (S4W-14479) 

Fergus Ewing: The administration of grants to support rural petrol stations is an operational matter 
for Highlands and Islands Enterprise and Scottish Enterprise. I will ask their chief executives to write 
to you in this regard. 

Finance 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
value was of contracts awarded through Public Contracts Scotland to (a) medium-, (b) small- and (c) 
micro-sized Scotland-based companies in (i) 2010, (ii) 2011 and (iii) 2012. 

 (S4W-14383) 

Nicola Sturgeon: It is not possible to calculate the value of contracts awarded to Scottish-based 
medium, small and micro-sized companies through Public Contracts Scotland, because many of the 
contracts awarded are multi-supplier contracts or framework arrangements. It is not therefore 
possible, at the point of publication of an award notice by a public body, to calculate how any total 
contract value will be divided between the participating suppliers over the course of the contact. 
Additionally, at the time of the publication of the award notice on Public Contracts Scotland only an 
estimated value or range of values is provided by the contracting authority. 

However, information from the Scottish Procurement Information Hub (The Hub) indicates that the 
value of spend with Scottish-based, micro, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) per financial 
year was: 

Financial Year Value Spend 

Micro (1-9 employees) £394m 

Small (10-49 employees) £778m 

Medium (50-249 employees) £1,460m 

SME Total  £2.63bn 



 

 

Financial Year Value Spend 

Micro (19 employees) £401m 

Small (10- 49 employees £835m 

Medium (50-249 employees) £1,448m 

SME Total   £2.68bn 

Figures for 2012-13 are not yet available. 

All Hub figures quoted above are based on data where both the employee numbers and region of 
the supplier are known. The Hub does not classify regions outside the UK. It is likely that those many 
of those suppliers where employee numbers are not known are SMEs, meaning that the SME figures 
shown are likely to be understated. 

 

Kenneth Gibson (Cunninghame North) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it will (a) allocate the financial transactions' Barnett consequentials that it has been 
allocated and (b) manage the £54.8 million reduction in its 2013-14 resource DEL budget arising from 
the 2013 UK Budget. 

 (S4W-14615) 

John Swinney: The UK Budget 2013 and the UK Government’s Help to Buy initiative have 
generated financial transactions consequentials for Scotland of £109 million in 2013-14 and £157.5 
million in 2014-15. There are also financial transactions consequentials of £24.3 million available in 
2014-15 as a result of the UK Autumn Statement on 5 December 2012. All of these financial 
transactions consequentials are only available to the Scottish Government to support loans and equity 
investment, with a requirement to repay funding to the Exchequer in future years. This is not normal 
capital expenditure which can be allocated to directly support the social housing sector. 

I can confirm to Parliament that the Scottish Government will allocate all of these financial 
transactions consequentials, amounting to £290.8 million over two years, to measures that will 
provide substantial further support to the housing sector. As part of this approach, I can confirm that 
the Scottish Government will allocate significant additional funding to support shared equity schemes 
in Scotland. 

The Scottish Government will work with stakeholders to determine arrangements for the operation 
of these schemes, ahead of a further announcement in the course of May. 

In addition, I confirm to Parliament that funding for the sector will be further boosted by the 
allocation of an additional £20 million capital grant funding for the affordable housing supply 
programme in 2014-15. This will be funded through available Capital DEL consequentials, generated 
by the Autumn Statement 2012 but not yet allocated by the Scottish Government. 

Finally, I confirm to Parliament that the Scottish Government will minimise the impact of the £54.8 
million reduction in its 2013-14 Resource DEL budget on frontline public services and public sector 
employment in Scotland, by adopting the following approach. 

Under existing spending plans for 2013-14, £12 million of loans finance that is being made available 
through the Warm Homes Fund and open market shared equity scheme is being supported through 
the Scottish Government’s Capital DEL budget. The allocation of financial transaction consequentials 
to these schemes will enable the Government to reduce the level of planned switch between 
Resource and Capital budgets in the Housing portfolio by £12 million. 

I will utilise £10 million of Barnett consequentials received in the UK Autumn Statement 2012. I had 
intended utilising this sum to boost college funds but I have been able to provide for this through an 
allocation to the Scottish Funding Council of emerging 2012-13 underspend to the college sector in 
academic year 2013-14. 

I can also confirm to Parliament that, as a result of the reform of police and fire services, the 
Scottish Government will gain access in 2013-14 to a share of accumulated police reserves estimated 
to amount to between £20 and £30 million, which will accrue to the Scottish Government Resource 
DEL Budget. 

Between them, these three steps will almost fully offset the cut that has been made in the Scottish 
Government Resource DEL budget in 2013-14, without detriment to existing programmes and 
spending plans. 



 

 

Adjustments to budgets will be given effect in the normal way through in-year budget revisions. 

I also confirm that local government has not been required to make any contribution to the reduction 
in the budget that we have faced. 

Governance and Communities 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the legal 
status is of a home report. 

 (S4W-14120) 

Margaret Burgess: The legal requirement for a Home Report is set out in the Housing (Scotland) 
Act 2006 and the Housing (Scotland) Act 2006 (Prescribed Documents) Regulations 2008 set out 
what the Home Report must contain. 

The Home Report legislation also makes local authority trading standards the enforcing body for the 
legislation and gives situations where a buyer can seek redress against a surveyor. These include 
where the buyer suffers a material loss as a result of a failure to prepare a survey report with 
reasonable skill and care. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to promote equal pay across the country. 

 (S4W-14197) 

John Swinney: One of the strategic aims of the Scottish Government’s public sector pay policy is 
to ensure that pay is fair and non-discriminatory and to protect jobs and services.  All public bodies 
covered by this policy are expected to review their pay systems annually and carry out an equality 
impact assessment of their reward policies and practices every three years. 

To ensure the implementation of the Public Sector Equality Duty in the Equality Act 2010 is as 
effective as possible, the Scottish Government introduced a specific duty that places a requirement on 
relevant public authorities to publish gender pay gap information and a duty to publish statements on 
equal pay, etc. 

One of the main causes of the pay gap is occupational segregation and the Scottish Government is 
also taking forward the recommendations made at last year’s Women’s Employment Summit and 
within the Royal Society of Edinburgh’s Tapping All Our Talents report, via its Cross-Directorate 
Occupational Segregation Working Group.  

Also since 2001, the Scottish Government has funded and been an active partner in the Close the 
Gap project. Other current Close the Gap partners are Scottish Enterprise, Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise, Skills Development Scotland, the Equality and Human Rights Commission, and the STUC. 

The project raises awareness about the gender pay gap and its various causes and encourages 
action by employees and employers to tackle the causes and close the gap. It works with companies 
and organisations across the key sectors in the Government’s Economic Strategy, and the public 
sector. 

 

Linda Fabiani (East Kilbride) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many one-bedroom properties there are, also broken down by tenure, and how many of these are 
allocated to people deemed to be homeless. 

Holding answer issued: 30 April 2013 (S4W-14287) 

Margaret Burgess: There are an estimated 312,000 one bedroom properties in Scotland, 165,000 
of which are in the social rented sector. The following table provides a further breakdown by tenure. 

An estimated 20,000 one-bedroom properties become available for let each year in the social 
rented sector. In 2011-12, it is estimated that 9,120 of these properties were allocated as permanent 
lets to people deemed to be homeless. It is estimated that a further 760 homeless households took up 
one bedroom lets in the private rented sector. 



 

 

Information on the allocation of one bedroom properties to homeless households is only available 
for housing association/Co-Ops, from the SCORE data collection. The estimates for local authorities 
and the private rented sector are derived by applying the same rate of one bedroom allocations as a 
proportion of all allocations to homeless households, as recorded for housing associations/Co-Ops in 
SCORE: 

 

Local 
Authority 

Housing 
Association 

/Co-op 

Private 
Rented 
Sector 

Owner 
Occupier 

Social 
Rented 
Sector 
Total 

One bedroom stock
1
  75,000 90,000 65,000 82,000 165,000 

One bedroom stock becoming 
available to rent/buy during twelve 
month period

2
 

10,000 10,000 30,000 10,000 20,000 

Number of one bedroom properties 
allocated to homeless households 
during 2011-12

3
 

(5,320)
4
 3800 (760)

4
 0 9,120 

Notes/Sources: 
1. Social Rented Sector Stock Statistics (SG & SHR) and Scottish Household Survey 2011 
2. Scottish Household Survey 2011 - Churn Rate 
3. SG Homelessness HL1 Data 2011/12 combined with SG SCORE data for Housing Associations 
and Co-Ops 
4. Applying same SCORE rate as for housing associations/Co-Ops allocation rate 
 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 

what information it has on the availability of self-build mortgages and what it is doing to encourage 

more banks to offer them. 

(S4W-14331)

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government recognises the important role that self build plays in 

Scotland’s housing supply system, particularly in rural and island communities. Officials have 

discussed the extent to which lending for self build is available with representatives of the Council of 

Mortgage Lenders and individual lenders on various occasions and will continue to seek to encourage 

support for self build activity in Scotland. 
 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-13809 by Nicola Sturgeon on 18 April 2013, what 
the names are of the independent advisers on pensions from whom advice has been sought by 
officials. 

 (S4W-14344) 

Nicola Sturgeon: We have engaged Deloitte to provide actuarial support in the analysis of the UK 
Government's plans to reform state pensions. 

 

Health and Social Care 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many people in 
each NHS board area have Multiple Sclerosis. 

 (S4W-14160) 

Michael Matheson: Information does not allow explicit identification of the prevalence of Multiple 
Sclerosis (MS) within each NHS board. 

Information is available on the number of people who have been given a new diagnosis of MS in the 
past two years and is contained within the MS register which is available at: 
http://www.msr.scot.nhs.uk/Reports/Main.html. 

http://www.msr.scot.nhs.uk/Reports/Main.html


 

 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many people in 
each NHS board area have been diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis (MS) in the last three years. 

 (S4W-14161) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish MS Register was launched in January 2010 with the aim of 
collecting information on all people registered in Scotland by a Consultant Neurologist receiving a new 
diagnosis of MS. The purpose of collecting this data is to provide information on the incidence rate of 
MS in Scotland (i.e. all new cases of MS diagnosed from January 2010 onwards).The following table 
shows the number of people recorded with a new diagnosis of MS in Scotland in 2010 and 2011, 
reported by NHS board to the MS Register. 

Year of Diagnosis: 

NHS Board 2010 Count 2011 Count 

Ayrshire and Arran  17 27 

Borders 6 6 

Dumfries and Galloway 12 17 

Fife 29 25 

Forth Valley 17 23 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 98 90 

Grampian 54 49 

Highland 26 19 

Lanarkshire 46 22 

Lothian 59 54 

Orkney 5 5 

Shetland 4 6 

Tayside 40 42 

Western Isles 5 4 

Source: ISD Scotland. 

The MS Register does not include people who are diagnosed in a Paediatric Hospital. The Scottish 
MS Register Steering Group is currently working closely with services to improve the quality and 
accuracy of the data. It is intended that the 2012 data will be published in September 2013. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what it is doing to 
support people with multiple sclerosis. 

 (S4W-14162) 

Michael Matheson: Our top priority for people with MS is to ensure that the Neurological Standards 
published by Healthcare Improvement Scotland are implemented, they offer the best mechanism for 
achieving safe, effective and person centred care. 

The standards will help ensure people get the earliest and most appropriate treatment locally, but 
with access to specialist services when needed. That’s why we previously provided boards with 
£1.2million, to develop improvement groups as the main vehicles to take them forward. 

Progress is being monitored by the National Neurological Advisory Group. We will continue to work 
with NHS boards and the third sector to improve services for people with MS in Scotland. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-13443 by Michael Matheson on 13 
March 2013, what assessment it has made of the potential improvements to sexual health services 
that could be achieved through enabling access to ulipristal acetate through pharmacies. 

 (S4W-14171) 

Michael Matheson: A small expert group is currently being set up to look at the provision of 
ulipristal acetate in Scotland. This group will consider the available evidence and make 
recommendations based on this evidence on the provision of ulipristal acetate in Scotland. This will 
include consideration of access to ulipristal acetate via community pharmacies. 



 

 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-13443 by Michael Matheson on 13 
March 2013, whether it plans to update the community pharmacy public health service for emergency 
hormonal contraception in light of recommendations by Community Pharmacy Scotland. 

 (S4W-14172) 

Michael Matheson: A small expert group is currently being set up to consider the provision of 
ulipristal acetate in Scotland. This group will consider the available evidence and make 
recommendations based on this evidence. This will include consideration of access to ulipristal 
acetate via community pharmacies. 

Learning and Justice 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many people given a custodial sentence in cases 
involving domestic violence received a sentence of (a) up to three and (b) between three and six 
months in 2011-12. 

 (S4W-14146) 

Kenny MacAskill: The data held on the Scottish Government Court Proceedings Database shows 
that there were 382 people given a custodial sentence of up to three months and 490 with a sentence 
of over three months to six months for cases where the main charge had a domestic abuse aggravator 
recorded in the financial year 2011-12. 

Recording of offence aggravators has been improving over time and it is deemed that recording has 
only reached a sufficient level of consistency in the past three years from 2009-10. Any comparison of 
trends of aggravator information made over time should be made with caution.  

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many people were (a) prosecuted and (b) convicted in 
cases involving domestic violence in 2011-12, broken down by manner of disposal. 

 (S4W-14147) 

Kenny MacAskill: The data held on the Scottish Government Court Proceedings Database shows 
that 10,499 people were prosecuted where the main offence had a domestic abuse aggravator 
recorded in the financial year 2011-12. Of these, 8,869 were convicted which consisted of the 
following disposal types: 1,104 Custody; 2,253 Community Sentence; 2,683 Monetary; 2,739 
Admonished; 77 Absolute discharge; 13 Other disposal types. 

Recording of offence aggravators has been improving over time and it is deemed that recording has 
only reached a sufficient level of consistency in the past three years from 2009-10. Any comparison of 
trends of aggravator information made over time should be made with caution. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-11856 by Kenny MacAskill on 23 January 2013, what 
percentage of all fiscal fines, including those discharged, has been paid or is on track to be paid. 

Holding answer issued: 25 February 2013 (S4W-12624) 

Kenny MacAskill: The percentages in the following table have been taken from Scottish Court 
Service’s Quarterly Fines Report 14: 

Year Fiscal fines paid/on track to be paid 
expressed as a percentage of the value 

imposed (including discharges) 

Fiscal fines paid/on track to be paid 
expressed as a percentage of the value to 

be paid (excluding discharges) 

2009-10 66% 78% 

2010-11 60% 69% 

2011-12 52% 57% 



 

 

As Scottish Court Service makes clear in their report, fines and penalties are levied throughout each 
year and arranged instalment payments can mean that some may take two or more financial years to 
be paid. 

The percentages provided in the second column are not representative of the total value due as 
some fiscal fines can be discharged. The percentages in the third column are a more accurate 
representation. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
pensions paid in Scotland by the Ministry of Defence will be guaranteed to be paid at the same level 
as in the rest of the UK if Scotland decides to leave the UK. 

 (S4W-14362) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government is unequivocal in its support of veterans, and fully 
recognises and acknowledges the huge debt that Scotland owes to the servicemen and women of 
many nationalities who have trained and fought together as part of the UK military. All pension rights 
and entitlements which have been accrued will continue to be fully protected and accessible under 
independence, including those currently paid by the Ministry of Defence. 

 

Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many people have been convicted of (a) possession of, (b) supply of and 
(c) possession with intent to supply cannabis, in each of the last five years, broken down by age 
group. 

 (S4W-14375) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The available information is given in the following table: 
People with a charge proved for possession and supply of cannabis

1,2
, by age group, 2006-07 to 

2011-12: 

 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

Possession of drugs:           

Under 21 255 183 146 161 198 126 

21-30 574 448 384 478 576 487 

Over 30 480 352 358 448 563 516 

Supply, possession 
with.intent. to supply etc 
of drugs:             

Under 21 60 37 34 41 39 43 

21-30 122 87 123 142 124 137 

Over 30 112 112 127 141 173 172 

Total 1,603 1,219 1,172 1,411 1,673 1,481 

1. Where main charge. 
2. The Criminal History System (CHS), from which these data are derived, contains an offence 
modifier code for a crime or offence which provides additional information for the specific incident as 
opposed to the actual charge. This code has been used here to identify the type of drug involved in 
drugs possession offences, however it should be noted that only around half the records on the CHS 
for drugs offences contain details of the drug(s) involved. 
Source: Scottish Government Courts Proceedings data 

 

Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many people have received a (a) custodial sentence, (b) non-custodial 
sentence and (c) fine for (i) possession of cannabis, (ii) supply of cannabis and (iii) possession of 
cannabis with intent to supply, in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-14377) 

 

 



 

 

Roseanna Cunningham: The available information is given in the following table: 
People with a charge proved for possession and supply of cannabis

1,2
, by disposal,  

2006-07 to 2011-12 

Main result of 
proceedings 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

Possession of drugs:           

Custody 22 18 19 38 30 25 

Community sentence 63 56 60 60 52 81 

Monetary 947 747 637 776 996 794 

Other 277 162 172 213 259 229 

Supply, possession 
with.intent. to supply 
etc of drugs:             

Custody 78 72 93 121 139 135 

Community sentence 123 92 118 132 143 155 

Monetary 76 56 55 57 47 54 

Other 17 16 18 14 7 8 

Total 1,603 1,219 1,172 1,411 1,673 1,481 

1. Where main charge. 
2. The Criminal History System (CHS), from which these data are derived, contains an offence 
modifier code for a crime or offence which provides additional information for the specific incident as 
opposed to the actual charge. This code has been used here to identify the type of drug involved in 
drugs possession offences, however it should be noted that only around half the records on the CHS 
for drugs offences contain details of the drug(s) involved. 
Source: Scottish Government Courts Proceedings data 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what steps HM Inspectorate of Education takes to review and report on the adequacy and 
implementation of anti-bullying strategies and policies in every school that it inspects. 

 (S4W-14452) 

Alasdair Allan: Education Scotland is strongly committed to ensuring “zero tolerance” to bullying in 
Scottish schools. 

Schools’ approaches to meeting the pastoral needs of children and young people are looked at in all 
school inspections. This includes evaluating how well schools deal with any bullying and how they 
ensure safe use of the internet. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many of its 
media and communications staff work (a) in and (b) with its health and social care directorate and 
what the total salary costs are. 

 (S4W-14312) 

John Swinney: Currently 14.1 Full Time Equivalent (FTE) communications staff supports the work 
of Health Ministers and the Director General Health and Social Care/Chief Executive of NHSScotland, 
who is responsible for seven Directorates in the Scottish Government. There is no Directorate for 
Health and Social Care. Of these FTE, 10.1 work in the Communications Directorate, while a further 
four work in other directorates. 

These staff work on media, digital and stakeholder communications, including communications with 
the 132,000 staff working in NHSScotland and the 700 staff in the Scottish Government's health 
directorates. They also deliver the Scottish Government's public health campaigns, including Detect 
Cancer Early and Organ Donation. In addition to health policy, staff also work on the Commonwealth 
Games and sport policy. 

The total 2012-13 annual staffing cost, (which covers salary and employer costs; e.g. pensions and 
NI, and the cost of employing any secondees) was £809,000. 



 

 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
total value was of contracts awarded through Public Contracts Scotland in (a) 2010, (b) 2011 and (c) 
2012. 

 (S4W-14382) 

Nicola Sturgeon: At the time of publication of the award notice by public bodies, using Public 
Contracts Scotland only an estimated value, or range of values, is provided by the contracting 
authority. Additionally, there is no legal requirement for public bodies to publish award notices for 
contracts that are not subject to the Public Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2012. 

Details of the total estimated value of award notices published during calendar years 2010-12 are 
shown below. Where a range of values has been provided by the contracting authority, the higher 
value has been used. 

2010 - £4.5 billion 
2011 - £6.9 billion 
2012 - £6.1 billion 

 

    The following questions received holding answers: 
S4W-14121 
S4W-14139 
S4W-14140 
S4W-14141 
S4W-14142 
S4W-14143 
S4W-14327 
S4W-14328 
S4W-14335 
S4W-14349 
 


