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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what (a) agriculture and (b) forestry projects there have been since 2008 in relation to which significant 
environmental effects occurred but no Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) was required. 

 (S4W-14210) 

Paul Wheelhouse: a) We are not aware of any agriculture projects since 2008 where significant 
environmental effects occurred but no environmental impact assessment was required. 

The Environmental Impact Assessment (Agriculture)(Scotland) Regulations 2006 came into force in 
Scotland on 1 January 2007 and constrain operations to carry out intensive agricultural operations on 
uncultivated or semi-natural land, or large scale restructuring projects on agricultural land, where the 
result would have a significant impact on the environment. Agricultural area office staff receives many 
informal requests for advice regarding activity that may require an EIA. If it is decided that operations 
could have significant environmental effects (established during the screening process) a scoping 
meeting is held to establish the information required in the Environmental Statement. The application 
is then made available to the public. In practise few agricultural EIA applications go to the 
Environmental Statement stage. This is because: 

The principles of EIA are enshrined in Cross Compliance, which is the minimum standard of regulatory 
compliance all farmers must adhere to in order to receive their basic subsidy payment; 
Much of the land that would be considered appropriate to improve has been improved during the last 
century, often receiving support from agricultural grant in previous decades; 
The remaining land, which includes all semi-natural habitats (unimproved grass, heath, moorland, 
scrub and wetlands) and environmental designations is largely uneconomic to improve. 
 b) We are not aware of any forestry projects since 2008 in relation to which significant environmental 
effects occurred but no environmental impacts assessment was required. 

 
All forestry projects that could potentially result in significant environmental impacts are assessed 

under the Environmental Impact Assessment (Forestry) (Scotland) Regulations 1999. Where it is 
found that a project could result in significant environmental impacts a full application for consent, 
involving the preparation of an Environmental Statement, would be required. The findings of the 
Environmental Statement are then assessed by Forestry Commission Scotland together with 
comments from statutory and non-statutory consultees. In assessing the project and consultees 
comments the Forestry Commission Scotland would only grant consent where they were confident the 
project would not have a significant impact on the environment. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason the March 2013 Oil and Gas Analytical Bulletin used the last two years’ oil price-per-
barrel to forecast an average price of $113 per barrel over the next five years and whether it is aware 
of any other (a) governments, (b) agencies, (c) businesses and (d) independent organisations that (i) 
use the same methodology and (ii) have forecast the same average price and, if so, which. 

 (S4W-14528) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government Oil and Gas Analytical bulletin summarises a range of 
forecasts for future oil prices, and provides projections of North Sea tax revenue under a number of 
different price assumptions. An oil price of $113 per barrel is used in scenarios 2-4 to model an 
outcome where recent price levels are maintained in future years but fall in real terms. As outlined in 
the bulletin, this value is consistent with the price forecasts produced by a range of external 
organisations such as; the US Energy Information Administration, the National Institute of Economic 
and Social Research, the Economist Intelligence Unit and the Ernst and Young ITEM Club. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-13930 by John Swinney on 24 April 2013, for 



what reason it did not publish the evidence that it received from the regulators and governments of 
other countries in preparing the report. 

 (S4W-14533) 

John Swinney: The evidence from regulators and governments underpins the Report and is in the 
public domain. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-13931 by John Swinney on 25 April 2013, 
whether it will publish a summary of each response from the regulators that it consulted. 

 (S4W-14534) 

John Swinney: The evidence from the regulators underpins the report and is in the public domain. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-13932 by John Swinney on 25 April 2013, for 
what reason it did not publish the evidence that it received from the business organisations that it 
consulted. 

 (S4W-14535) 

John Swinney: The evidence from business organisations underpins the Report and is in the public 
domain. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-13932 by John Swinney on 25 April 2013, for 
what reason it did not consult any businesses that are subject to regulation in preparing the report. 

 (S4W-14536) 

John Swinney: By consulting organisations that represent businesses in Scotland, we sought to 
gain evidence that spanned across a number of business interests to capture a wider range of views. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-13933 by John Swinney on 25 April 2013, what 
evidence it has received to suggest that its proposed regulatory structure would reduce parcel delivery 
charges to the Highlands and Islands and when it will consult parcel delivery companies on the 
possible impact of the proposed structure. 

 (S4W-14537) 

John Swinney: A Scottish regulator, focused on the specific circumstances and geography of 
Scotland, opens up new opportunities to better meet the needs of the Scottish people. The work on a 
combined economic regulator is on-going, and engagement with key stakeholders will continue to be 
an important part of that work. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-13934 by John Swinney on 25 April 2013, 
whether (a) Croatia, (b) Finland and (c) Ireland was selected for inclusion in Table A2 and, if so, 
whether this was prior to its assessment of that countrys regulatory costs and staff numbers. 

 (S4W-14539) 

John Swinney: Finland, Croatia and Ireland were all included in table A2. They were selected for 
inclusion based on having a similar population size to Scotland. 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-13937 by John Swinney on 25 April 2013, 
whether it will publish a summary of each response from the regulators that it consulted. 



 (S4W-14540) 

John Swinney: The evidence from the regulators underpins the report and is in the public domain. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-13938 by John Swinney on 23 April 2013, 
whether it held meetings with the (a) Netherlands Competition Authority and (b) Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission and, if so, (i) where and (ii) when. 

 (S4W-14541) 

John Swinney: Scottish Government officials met with officials from The Netherlands Competition 
Authority in The Hague on 3 December 2012. A teleconference was held with the officials from the 
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission in Scottish Government premises in Scotland on 6 
December 2012. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-13939 by John Swinney on 25 April 2013, when 
its meeting with the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) was held; what topics were discussed, and whether 
these included discussions on the theoretical joint governance of the CAA between an independent 
Scotland and the rest of the UK. 

 (S4W-14542) 

John Swinney: The meeting between Scottish Government officials and the Civil Aviation Authority 
took place on 7 January 2013. Topics of discussion were the functions of the CAA. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-13939 by John Swinney on 25 April 2013, with 
which organisations it has discussed theoretical joint governance arrangements for the Civil Aviation 
Authority between an independent Scotland and the rest of the UK. 

 (S4W-14543) 

John Swinney: No discussions have as yet taken place on theoretical joint governance 
arrangements of the CAA between an independent Scotland and the rest of the UK. Engagement with 
key stakeholders will continue to be an important part of the Scottish Government’s work going 
forward. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-13939 by John Swinney on 25 April 2013, what 
topics were discussed during its meeting with the New Zealand Commerce Commission and where 
this meeting was held. 

 (S4W-14544) 

John Swinney: The meeting was held in Scottish Government premises in Scotland. The role, 
functions and logistics of operating the New Zealand Commerce Commission were discussed. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to questions S4W-13941 and S4W-13942 by John Swinney on 23 
April 2013, whether it will publish (a) the material on health and safety regulation and (b) its conclusion 
on what it considers the best option for the function of competition appeals and, if so, whether this will 
be prior to the publication of the white paper. 

 (S4W-14546) 

John Swinney: The powers gained by independence will ensure Scots’ vision for a better Scotland 
will be realised. The Government will continue to show how Scotland can achieve more as an 



independent country in a range of papers, speeches and events ahead of the referendum on 18 
September 2014. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-13943 by John Swinney on 23 April 2013, for 
what reason it has not published its dialogue with the governments and regulators of Australia and 
New Zealand used to underpin the report. 

 (S4W-14548) 

John Swinney: The discussions with the regulators and governments underpins the report and is in 
the public domain. 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-13944 by John Swinney on 23 April 2013, 
whether it plans to meet the chair designate. 

 (S4W-14549) 

John Swinney: Plans are in place for a meeting with the chief executive designate and thereafter 
with the chair designate. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-13945 by John Swinney on 23 April 2013, 
whether it will publish the information that it received from each regulator that it used to make its 
calculation in the report. 

 (S4W-14550) 

John Swinney: The information used to underpin the calculation in the report is available from the 
relevant regulatory bodies and is already in the public domain. 

 

 Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-13946 by John Swinney on 23 April 2013, 
whether it plans to publish further information on the funding of regulation and the extent of industry 
contributions and, if so, whether this will be prior to the publication of the white paper. 

 (S4W-14551) 

John Swinney: Information on the funding of UK regulatory bodies and industry contributions is 
already in the public domain. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-13948 by John Swinney on 23 April 2013, 
whether it will publish the calculation that it used to generate the figure of £10 million referred to in the 
report. 

 (S4W-14552) 

John Swinney: The calculation referred to in the footnote on page 24 of the Report draws on the 
figures on operating expenditure per head included in Figure A2 on page 20. 

Governance and Communities 

 Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it ensures that an assessment is carried out on all projects likely to have significant effects on the 
environment by virtue of their nature, size or location. 

 (S4W-14211) 

Derek Mackay: There are statutory provisions in place which require that an Environmental Impact 
Assessment must be undertaken for certain projects likely to have a significant effect on the 



environment before any development consent can be granted. It is a matter for the consenting 
authority in each individual case to ensure that the requirements of all relevant legislation are met. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions 
it has had with COSLA about council tax rebates for 2014-15. 

 (S4W-14492) 

John Swinney: Discussions between COSLA and the Scottish Government regarding council tax 
support for 2014-15 are on-going. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will fully 
fund council tax support for 2014-15. 

 (S4W-14493) 

John Swinney: No decisions have been made on how future support for council tax will be 
provided, as the introduction of Universal Credit will fundamentally affect how support may be 
provided. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to 
restructure the council tax and, if so, whether it will increase the top band rates. 

 (S4W-14494) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government considers the council tax to be unfair and have committed 
to freezing the tax for the duration of this Parliament to support hard pressed households. We will 
consult with others to produce a fairer local tax based on ability to pay later in this Parliament. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many civil servants are paid over £142,257. 

 (S4W-14519) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has two permanent employees paid more than £142,257. 

Learning and Justice 

 Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the value 
was in 2012-13 of funds subsumed into the Third Sector Early Intervention Fund and how much is 
available to the voluntary sector from the fund. 

 (S4W-14173) 

Aileen Campbell: The value in 2012-13 of the three predecessor funds to the Third Sector Early 
Intervention Fund was £13.85 million. £30 million is being provided to the voluntary sector over the 
next two years, with £20 million being provided through the Third Sector Early Intervention Fund and a 
further £10 million through Strategic Funding Partnerships. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it was made 
aware of possible delays in 2013-14 Third Sector Early Intervention Fund awards to voluntary groups 
and by what means. 

 (S4W-14174) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government made the decision to reschedule the announcement of 
the Third Sector Early Intervention Fund in late March 2013. 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what involvement 
ministers and officials have had in the selection of organisations to be funded from the Third Sector 
Early Intervention Fund.  



 (S4W-14175) 

Aileen Campbell: The Third Sector Early Intervention Fund was managed by BIG in Scotland, the 
non-lottery arm of the Big Lottery, who made funding decisions. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what engagement 
it has had with the Big Lottery Fund Scotland regarding the Third Sector Early Intervention Fund 
(TSEIF) since it became aware that TSEIF awards would be delayed. 

 (S4W-14176) 

Aileen Campbell: BIG in Scotland and the Scottish Government have had regular contact since BIG 
was awarded the contract to manage the Third Sector Early Intervention Fund in November 2012, 
including in the period following the Scottish Government’s decision to reschedule the announcement 
of the outcome of the Fund. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the eligibility 
criteria will be for funding via strategic funding partnerships; what body will administer such funding, 
and what form the application process will take. 

 (S4W-14177) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government invited organisations which satisfied one or more of the 
following criteria in to discussions about establishing Strategic Funding Partnerships: 

The organisation is unique in the services it delivers and loss of these services would have an 
unacceptable impact; 
The service the organisation provides is a key part of the Scottish Governments national support for 
delivery;  
The organisation’s service is important in ensuring equality of access to support. 
 
There is no application process. The Scottish Government has approached key organisations. The 
Scottish Government will administer Strategic Funding Partnerships. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the 

timescale will be for (a) applications for and (b) awards of funding via strategic funding partnerships. 

 (S4W-14178) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government has already contacted relevant organisations to begin 
discussions about creating Strategic Funding Partnerships. Grant letters will be issued to 
organisations entering Strategic Funding Partnerships with the Scottish Government on conclusion of 
these discussions. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what involvement 
ministers and officials will have in awarding funding through strategic funding partnerships. 

 (S4W-14179) 

Aileen Campbell: Ministers agreed the organisations to be invited to discuss Strategic Funding 
Partnerships. Discussions with individual organisations are being taken forward by relevant officials. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much 
funding will be made available for strategic funding partnerships and what the (a) maximum and (b) 
minimum award will be. 

 (S4W-14180) 

Aileen Campbell: £10 million has been made available over the next two years for Strategic 
Funding Partnerships. No maximum or minimum award has been set. 



 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether funding 
for strategic funding partnerships is new money. 

 (S4W-14181) 

Aileen Campbell: This is additional funding for the third sector. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
successful applicants to the Third Sector Early Intervention Fund will be eligible to apply for funding 
via strategic funding partnerships. 

 (S4W-14182) 

Aileen Campbell: The Third Sector Early Intervention Fund (TSEIF) and Strategic Funding 
Partnerships are designed to provide a coherent package of support to deliver key outcomes for 
children, young people and the families and communities who support them across Scotland. In order 
to support as many organisations in the third sector as possible, organisations which successfully 
applied to the TSEIF have not been approached about Strategic Funding Partnerships. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether funding 
via strategic funding partnerships will place restrictions on applications for or awards under other (a) 
government or (b) non-government funding streams. 

 (S4W-14183) 

Aileen Campbell: No. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what steps it will 
take to ensure that applicants to the Third Sector Early Intervention Fund and organisations eligible for 
funding via strategic funding partnerships are informed about the process and any developments. 

 (S4W-14184) 

Aileen Campbell: The Minister for Children and Young People announced the outcomes of both the 
Third Sector Early Intervention Fund and Strategic Funding Partnerships on 18 April 2013. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether, in 
light of reported concerns, it will bring forward a report on the operation of offences under section 11 of 
the Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012 in advance 
of the completion of the review period. 

 (S4W-14226) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Section 11 of the Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening 
Communications (Scotland) Act 2012 requires Scottish Ministers, after having consulted such persons 
as they consider appropriate, to lay a report before Parliament on the operation of the offences at 
Sections 1 and 6 of the Act covering the period from 1 March 2012 until 1 August 2014. The Act 
requires the report to be laid no later than 12 months after the end of that period and the Government 
will bring forward a report in time to meet those statutory requirements. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4F-01301 by Alex Salmond on 18 April 2013 
(Official Report, c.18734), how much it has paid the Big Lottery Fund to administer the Third Sector 
Early Intervention Fund. 

 (S4W-14343) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government will pay BIG in Scotland £789,212 to manage the Third 
Sector Early Intervention Fund over the three year life of the contract. 



 

Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what systems Police Scotland will use to monitor and record shotgun and other firearm licensing. 

 (S4W-14396) 

Kenny MacAskill: Shotgun and firearm licensing is an operational matter for the Chief Constable of 
the Police Service of Scotland. At present, applications and certificates continue to be monitored and 
recorded using systems developed by the previous eight police forces. These systems remain robust 
and fit for purpose. I understand that the Police Service of Scotland aims to introduce a single, 
national firearm licensing system in due course. 

 

Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide a breakdown of reasons given in applications for shotgun and other firearm 
certificates for each year for which information is available. 

 (S4W-14397) 

Kenny MacAskill: This information is not held centrally. The administration of shotgun and firearm 
certificates is an operational matter for the Police Service of Scotland. 

 

The following question received a holding answer: 

S4W-14159 

 


