
Friday 10 May 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Mike MacKenzie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it plans to publish the Scottish banking strategy. 

 (S4W-14781) 

John Swinney: Sustainable, Responsible Banking: A Strategy for Scotland has been published 
today on the Scottish Government website at:(http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/05/3325), 
a copy has been placed in the Scottish Parliament’s Information Centre (bib 54940). Scottish ministers 
recognise the vital contribution that the banking sector makes to Scotland’s economy and to its 
society. The strategy sets out the principles that the Scottish Government believes should apply to 
banks and banking practice in Scotland. It also contains a number of areas in which the Scottish 
Government, working with the banks and others will take action to implement these principles and to 
restore the fundamental principles of probity, prudence and trust to banking in Scotland. It therefore 
explores the following key areas:  

The economic and social importance of banks  
Cultural change  
Professionalism and standards  
Competition and diversity and  
Access to finance. 

Governance and Communities 

 Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its response is 
to the Joseph Rowntree Foundation report, Managing the Social Risks of Public Spending Cuts in 
Scotland. 

 (S4W-14526) 

Derek Mackay: The Joseph Rowntree Foundation report addresses issues that are key to improving 
local outcomes, and is a welcome contribution to the debate. These issues are being addressed 
throughout the Scottish Government’s policy-making, budgeting, data provision and collaboration with 
delivery partners, through taking a broad outcomes-based approach at national and local levels. All 
public services across Scotland are aligned with a single framework, the Scottish Government’s 
Purpose and National Outcomes, which provides a clear vision of the kind of Scotland we want to see, 
covering all aspects of a successful and flourishing society. The Scottish Government and local 
government are committed to delivering the reforms recommended by the Christie Commission, 
particularly around prevention, and have agreed the Statement of Ambition for strengthening 
Community Planning. The Single Outcome Agreements currently under development, focusing on key 
policy priorities and a clear understanding of place, will support local decision-making that can 
explicitly consider the full impact of decisions on all citizens, as advocated by the Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation in its report. This is supported by the work of the joint Scottish Government, COSLA and 
Improvement Service working group on Improving Evidence and Data. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
consider developing a social risk impact assessment model to complement the process of equality 
impact assessments. 

 (S4W-14527) 

Derek Mackay: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-14526 on 10 May 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/05/3325
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Learning and Justice 

 Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what steps it is taking to ensure that the paperwork being introduced to deliver its Getting It Right For 
Every Child (GIRFEC) policy will be available in digital form in light of the closure of its eCare 
programme. 

 (S4W-14447) 

Aileen Campbell: The Data Sharing Technologies Board, established by the Scottish Government 
with delivery partners including local authorities and the NHS, is supporting the development of local 
digital information sharing systems which support local needs, priorities and processes. 

These developments are being informed by the work of the best practice information sharing group 
for children and young people on the local implementation of the GIRFEC approach. 

Work is progressing to agree national minimum data sets in respect of a child's plan, wellbeing 
concern and chronology. This will produce a standard form of information, which will have the potential 
to be shared and understood across Scotland. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions the 
Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning has had with (a) the Scottish Negotiating 
Committee for Teachers, (b) COSLA, (c) local authorities and (d) teaching unions on the impact of the 
most recent changes to the terms and conditions of short-term supply teachers. 

 (S4W-14592) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Negotiating Committee for Teachers (SNCT), which comprises 
membership from the Scottish Government, local authorities and Teacher organisations, has 
responsibility for the pay and terms and conditions for all teachers including those undertaking short-
term supply. The Scottish Government is fully engaged in all SNCT discussions and as such meets 
regularly with representatives from COSLA, local authorities and the teacher unions. 

The Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning has separately met with all partners of 
the SNCT to discuss a range of issues including short-term supply. 

 

 Jean Urquhart (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many employees of maintained schools are suspended from work for a period greater than one 
month. 

 (S4W-14606) 

Michael Russell: Recruitment and deployment of staff in local authority schools in Scotland are 
matters for local authority employers to determine and as such the Scottish Government does not 
collate this information. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has 
to write off the student debt of graduates of universities in Scotland. 

 (S4W-14608) 

Michael Russell: Access to student loans is a key part of how students in Scotland support 
themselves. The Scottish Government has no plans to change that, however we are committed to 
ensuring that the amount of debt accrued remains manageable and that we do not, for example, ask 
our students to take on loans to pay tuition fees. 

Beyond that, we are not resourced to make amends for the historical mistakes of previous 
administrations. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what projects it is 
funding to tackle racism in schools, broken down by funding amount. 

 (S4W-14609) 



Alasdair Allan: We are providing £400,000 over financial years 2012-15 to Show Racism the Red 
Card and Youth Development and Employment Support, however, the specific amounts for work in 
schools cannot be identified as the work of these organisations cut across many areas. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answers to questions S4W-14016 and S4W-13606 by Humza Yousaf on 25 April 2013 
and 27 March 2013 respectively, for what reasons the relevant policy officials could not provide their 
records of engagement with officials and ministers from the Government of Argentina in order to 
answer question S4W-13606. 

 (S4W-14553) 

Humza Yousaf: Over the last 12 months there have been no meetings between Scottish 
Government Ministers or officials, or ministers and officials from the Government of Argentina. 
However, Scottish Government officials held a courtesy meeting with the Culture Minister of Santa Fe 
province, Ms Chiqui Gonzalez on 6 December 2012. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-14017 by Humza Yousaf on 25 April 2013, whether ministers 
have provided specific guidance to officials, in addition to the Civil Service Code, on dealing with 
ministers and officials from the Government of Argentina. 

 (S4W-14554) 

Humza Yousaf: Ministers have provided no specific guidance to officials in addition to the Civil 
Service Code on dealing with ministers and officials from the Government of Argentina. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-14020 by Humza Yousaf on 25 April 2013, whether ministers 
have set out parameters for officials to limit the topics that can be discussed in dealing with ministers 
and officials of the Government of Argentina. 

 (S4W-14555) 

Humza Yousaf: Ministers have not set out parameters for officials to limit the topics that can be 
discussed in dealing with ministers and officials of the Government of Argentina. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-14018 by Humza Yousaf on 25 April 2013, whether ministers 
have been updated on dialogue between Scottish Government officials and officials and ministers of 
the Government of Argentina in the last six months. 

 (S4W-14556) 

Humza Yousaf: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-14553 on 10 May 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-14019 by Humza Yousaf on 25 April 2013, for what reasons no 
summary of the discussions between its officials and the Government of Argentina was provided in the 
answer. 

 (S4W-14557) 

Humza Yousaf: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-14553 on 10 May 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-14022 by Humza Yousaf on 25 April 2013, what its policy 
objectives are for officials dealing with the Government of Argentina. 

 (S4W-14558) 

Humza Yousaf: The Scottish Government’s international priorities are set out in Scotland’s 
International Framework which can be found at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0040/00405438.pdf. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-14024 by Humza Yousaf on 25 April 2013, on what occasions 
in the last 12 months ministers have reported to the Parliament on their engagement with the 
Government of Argentina. 

 (S4W-14560) 

Humza Yousaf: Information pertaining to ministers’ reports to Parliament forms part of the 
Parliamentary Record which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/OfficialReport.aspx. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-14024 by Humza Yousaf on 25 April 2013, what benefits have 
arisen from its engagement with the Government of Argentina in the last 12 months. 

 (S4W-14561) 

Humza Yousaf: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-14553 on 10 May 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

     The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-14498 
S4W-14501 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0040/00405438.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/OfficialReport.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx

