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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what impact a partial ban on neonicotinoid pesticides would have on arable crops. 

Holding answer issued: 19 April 2013 (S4W-13843) 

Richard Lochhead: The European Commission proposals will restrict from 1 December 2013, the 
use of three neonicotinoid insecticides (imidacloprid, thiamethoxam and clothianidin) on crops with 
flowers attractive to bees. 

In Scotland the main effect of this will be that farmers will not be able to purchase and grow winter 
and spring oilseed rape seeds treated with any of these three neonicotinoids. 

Instead farmers will need to apply foliar sprays of other insecticides to oilseed rape crops growing 
from untreated seeds. Foliar sprays are less efficient than seed treatments with neonicotinoids at 
controlling insect pests and so some crop damage by insect pests is likely. 

However, it is difficult to estimate the likely loss of crop yield because of insect pest damage, as the 
impact depends on how well a crop establishes and grows. In addition insect pests such as aphids 
transmit diseases such as turnip yellows virus which can further diminish the oilseed rape yield, 
perhaps by 15-25%. 

The restrictions will not affect Scottish production of winter wheat and winter barley from 
neonicotinoid treated seed. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to introduce a ban on the use of neonicotinoid products. 

Holding answer issued: 22 April 2013 (S4W-13895) 

Richard Lochhead: Following the meeting of the EU Appeal Committee on 29 April 2013, we 
expect that the European Commission will formally adopt restrictions on the use of neonicotinoids 
which will take effect on 1 December 2013, and which the Scottish Government will implement. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to encourage the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs to 
support the European Commission's proposed ban on neonicotinoid products. 

Holding answer issued: 22 April 2013 (S4W-13896) 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13895 on 13 May 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it will provide financial assistance to farmers for the purchase of extra feed as a result of the recent 
bad weather conditions. 

Holding answer issued: 2 May 2013 (S4W-14139) 

Richard Lochhead: On 1 May 2013, the Scottish Government announced a £6 million package of 
aid for farmers affected by the bad weather of 2012 and 2013, in particular the heavy snow of March 
2013. A government industry group, chaired by the governments Chief Agricultural Officer, met on 7 
May 2013 to consider the eligibility criteria and the detail of the payments. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government (a) how 
many meetings it has had in the last year with and (b) what support it offers to the Royal Scottish 
Agricultural Benevolent Institution (RSABI). 

Holding answer issued: 2 May 2013 (S4W-14143) 

Richard Lochhead: The First Minister and I met with the RSABI chief executive and chairman as 
recently as the National Farmers Union Scotland Annual General Meeting in February 2013, when we 
awarded the RSABI a £50,000 grant to support the great work that it does.  

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether Scotland would have to pay toward continuing to store the waste from its nuclear reactors that 
is currently stored in England if Scotland became independent and, if so, how much, and what the 
reasons are for its position on this matter. 

Holding answer issued: 26 April 2013 (S4W-14259) 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-14255 on 7 May 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the waste from Scotland’s nuclear reactors that is currently stored in England would be 
returned if Scotland became independent and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 

Holding answer issued: 26 April 2013 (S4W-14260) 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-14255 on 7 May 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many entries there are in the crofting register. 

 (S4W-14520) 

Paul Wheelhouse: As of 30 April 2013, one croft and five common grazings are registered in the 
Crofting Register. In addition to the one croft already registered, the Crofting Commission is currently 
processing a further nine applications.  

Until 30 November 2010, crofts registered on a voluntary basis benefit from a 22% cost reduction 
when registered as a group of 10 or more crofts from a crofting township or when all of the crofts in a 
township with less than 10 crofts are registered jointly. 

The Crofting Commission has issued draft registration packs to around 150 grazings committees. In 
addition to the five common grazings currently registered, Registers of Scotland have the forms which 
should permit a further eight grazings to be registered shortly. 

The Crofting Commission and Registers of Scotland have planned further events to raise awareness 
of the Register. Awareness sessions are planned for Shetland and Caithness in early June 2013 and 
others will follow. Registers of Scotland has also arranged to take part in a number of events with the 
Scottish Crofting Federation over the summer, commencing in late May at the Dingwall Sheep Show.  

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether the first purchase of a tenanted croft will be registered in the crofting 
register. 

 (S4W-14524) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Paul Wheelhouse: According to current crofting legislation, crofts are expected to be registered 
following purchase when the first regulatory action takes place and the need for registration when 
regulatory action takes place will become mandatory from 1 December 2013. However, there is 
nothing to prevent registration of any croft on a voluntary basis and, indeed, until 30 November 2013 
crofters can benefit from a 22% discount in the fee if registering as a group of 10 or more crofts from a 
township, or where all of the crofts in a township with fewer than 10 crofts register as a group. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what alternative insecticides are available to treat oilseed rape if neonicotinoids 
are banned. 

 (S4W-14525) 

Richard Lochhead: The European Commission’s restrictions would apply from 1 December 2013 to 
three out of five neonicotinoids currently being used in agriculture. One neonicotinoid, thiacloprid is 
currently authorised for use on oilseed rape but is not included in the Commission’s restrictions, and 
could still be used on oilseed rape. 

Several other products are also available for use on oilseed rape. Currently over 100 products are 
approved for oilseed rape, these are mainly pyrethroids, but also carbamates, pyridine and oxadiazine 
compounds. All of these alternatives are contact insecticides, applied as foliar sprays rather than 
systemic insecticides applied as seed treatments. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
further to the answer to question S4W-12316 by Richard Lochhead on 25 January 2013, whether it 
has received the UK Advisory Committee on Pesticide’s (ACP’s) advice. 

 (S4W-14568) 

Richard Lochhead: Yes, the Scottish Government has received ACP’s advice and it helped inform 
the Government’s position, which I announced on 28 April 2013, on the European Commission’s 
restrictions on neonicotinoids. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answers to questions S4W-12317 and S4W-12330 by Richard Lochhead on 25 January 
2013, whether it will review its responses, in particular its comment that “studies conducted under 
realistic field conditions have not identified any unacceptable risk at field population level”, in light of 
the House of Commons' Environmental Audit Committee report, Pollinators and Pesticides, which was 
published on 5 April 2013. 

 (S4W-14569) 

Richard Lochhead: The science in relation to neonicotinoids and bees in field conditions is still very 
unclear. However, on 28 April 2013, whilst supporting a precautionary approach and Europe’s 
proposed restrictions for the use of neonicotinoids, I said that given the lack of conclusive evidence, 
research will need to be undertaken to give us the clarity we seek. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking 
to extend access to superfast broadband to those urban areas that do not have it. 

 (S4W-14573) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government has committed over £240 million of public funding to 
the Step Change 2015 programme, which will deliver a step change in next generation broadband 
connectivity to those areas where the market will currently not go. 

We are also collaborating with Scotland's seven cities through the Scottish Cities Alliance. Digital 
connectivity is a key priority of the Alliance and we are working collectively to deliver world class digital 
connectivity, capacity and usage across the cities and their regions and improved mobile coverage 
along our main transport links. 



 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
position is on the finding of the report, Unburnable carbon 2013: Wasted capital and stranded assets, 
that between 60 and 80% of coal, oil and gas reserves of publicly listed companies are unburnable if 
the world is to have a chance of not exceeding a rise in global average temperature of more than 2°C. 

 (S4W-14583) 

Fergus Ewing: Scotland needs a balanced energy policy. We believe that through our strong 
promotion of Carbon Capture and Storage and the continued potential of our onshore and offshore 
renewables sector, the Scottish Government is taking the necessary steps to meet our ambitious 
climate change targets in our continuing transition to a low carbon economy. 

The committee on climate change has stated that a minimum Scottish contribution to the required 
global effort is broadly characterised by our meeting Scotland's statutory greenhouse gas emissions 
reduction targets.   

The draft second Report on Proposals and Policies (RPP2) clearly shows that together all of the 
policies and proposals described would allow us to exceed each annual target from 2013-2027. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of areas affected by combined storm overflows to prevent them being used 
for recreational purposes. 

 (S4W-14589) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Recreational use of waters that may be affected intermittently by combined 
sewer overflows is not prohibited. However, action is being taken through Scottish Water’s investment 
programme and the Scottish Environmental Protection Agency’s licensing regime to reduce the 
number of combined sewer overflows and the numbers of times they overflow.  

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government how it is 
applying the precautionary principle in relation to the licensing of plant protection products containing 
neonicotinoids. 

 (S4W-14591) 

Richard Lochhead: In my announcement on 28 April 2013 I supported proposals to restrict 
neonicotinoid use in Europe, whilst highlighting the need for further research to give us the clarity we 
need on this difficult issue.  

Finance 

 Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what contracts it has 
awarded to (a) Kier Group, (b) Royal BAM Group or (c) Ferrovial or subsidiaries in each year since 
2007, broken down by value, and what information it has on any other public sector contracts 
awarded. 

 (S4W-14617) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government has not awarded any contracts to Kier Group, Royal 
BAM Group or Ferrovial or its subsidiaries since 2007. 

We do not hold information centrally on all of the contracts awarded by public bodies in Scotland. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S4O-01964 by Nicola Sturgeon on 27 March 2013, when it will decide what measures it can 
include in the forthcoming Procurement Reform Bill to address the issue of blacklisting. 

 (S4W-14622) 

Nicola Sturgeon: We remain in the process of considering the content for the Procurement Reform 
Bill. 



Health and Social Care 

 Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its policy is in 
relation to nursery provision for NHS staff. 

Holding answer issued: 8 May 2013 (S4W-14218) 

Alex Neil: NHS staff and all parents should have access to high-quality and affordable childcare 
services which match children’s needs and parents working patterns. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action it is taking to improve cervical cancer prevention and will take in the 
next 12 months. 

 (S4W-14495) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Cervical Screening Programme invites all women aged 20 to 60 
for screening every three years. Screening has been shown to be the best way to prevent cervical 
cancer. The Scottish Government is supporting NHS Boards to increase uptake of the screening 
programme through informed consent. 

All young women are now offered the HPV vaccination which protects them against 70% of all high 
risk types of HPV. Vaccine uptake is high with 82.8% of girls in S2 in school year 2011-12 completing 
the three dose course of HPV immunisations by the end of the school year. 91.7% had received two 
doses and 93.1% had received one dose.  

Although the Detect Cancer Early Programme, which aims to increase the number of cancers 
detected at an early stage of the disease, will initially concentrate on lung, bowel and breast cancer, it 
is fully expected to raise awareness of all cancers amongst the public, health practitioners and 
crucially save more lives each year. Whilst not directed at cervical cancer specifically, we anticipate 
benefits to other groups of people as general awareness raising initiatives result in earlier 
presentation, referral and assessment for all those with a possibility of cancer. 

In addition, the Scottish Government will continue to work with GPs to promote earlier referral or 
investigation of patients who might have cancer. To support GPs in Scotland to refer patients with 
suspected cancer, including cervical, as early as possible, the Scottish Government published referral 
guidance in 2007 called the “Scottish Executive health Department Letter (2007) 9: Scottish Referral 
Guidelines for Suspected Cancer”. In early 2009, the guidelines were shortened into a user friendly 
version for quick reference. All GPs across NHS Scotland were sent a copy of this guidance, which is 
available on the Scottish Government website:  
www.scotland.gov.uk/quickreferenceguide/suspectedcancer. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what it is doing to improve awareness of the importance of cervical cancer 
screening among (a) women over 50, (b) black and minority ethnic women and (c) women in work. 

 (S4W-14496) 

Michael Matheson: NHS boards have the responsibility for publicising screening within their local 
area and working closely within their communities to increase screening uptake. GPs also play a 
pivotal role in highlighting the benefits and risks of cervical screening to their patients. 

In 2009 the Breast and Cervical National Advisory Group commissioned NHS Health Scotland to 
undertake research with women into the reasons for non-uptake of the cervical screening invitation. 
The results of this work were used to develop an engagement and communications strategy to support 
the Scottish Cervical Screening Programme. This strategy considered a series of recommendations to 
improve uptake of cervical screening and to make screening a more consistently positive experience 
for all eligible women. To help address low uptake a new suite of information leaflets was developed in 
August 2010. Nationally, the information we provide is key to allowing women to make an informed 
choice. Women are involved in the design of the information leaflets, which are promoted in healthcare 
and community settings, including GP surgeries. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/quickreferenceguide/suspectedcancer


Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will direct NHS boards to introduce a targeted approach in order to 
improve the uptake of cervical screening. 

 (S4W-14497) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Cervical Screening Programme is a whole population screening 
programme and there are no plans to change this. 

NHS boards have responsibility for publicising screening within their local area and working closely 
within their communities to increase screening uptake. NHS boards do currently monitor uptake within 
their populations and put in place measure to address low uptake. Targeted communications to 
specific groups of the population have been developed nationally and are promoted in healthcare and 
community settings, including GP surgeries. 

GPs also play a pivotal role in highlighting the benefits and potential risks of cervical screening to 
their patients and are incentivised, under the Quality and Outcomes Framework, to do so. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to encourage third sector partnerships to help integrate services for adults with learning 
difficulties. 

 (S4W-14508) 

Michael Matheson: Legislation will be introduced to Parliament before summer, that will place 
health boards and local authorities under a duty to work in collaboration with key stakeholders to plan 
and deliver nationally agreed outcomes, and we would expect these to include the third sector. 

The integration of health and social care will facilitate integration of commissioning budgets for adult 
services. This will create a single commissioning budget from which partners will commission 
improved outcomes for adult health and social care, including integrated services for people with 
learning disabilities. Local partnerships will be developed to meet local needs and will include third 
sector organisations, where appropriate. 

Learning and Justice 

 Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it has had with the Scottish Court Service (SCS) on the establishment 
of purpose-built justice centres as recommended in the report, Shaping Scotland’s Court Services; 
what the timescale is for their establishment, and when it will be able to provide more details on their 
facilities and functions. 

 (S4W-14530) 

Kenny MacAskill: The SCS published Shaping Scotland’s Court Services: The Scottish Court 
Service response to the consultation and recommendations for a future court structure in Scotland on 
9 April 2013. Its proposals are designed to deliver a more sustainable courts estate with a smaller 
group of buildings with improved services, facilities and technologies for court users in the short to 
medium term. Its longer term vision for the courts service in Scotland includes Justice Centres which it 
envisages will provide the full range of specialist support services, complementing the existing high 
quality courts in many of Scotland’s cities. The report identifies the Borders, Fife, Lanarkshire and 
Highland as areas where they could be located.  

Further details about justice centres are a matter for the SCS. The SCS has had an initial discussion 
with Scottish Borders Council who are supportive of finding a long term solution that meets the needs 
of the Scottish Borders and they intend to commence the initial feasibility work in the Borders and 
other areas during the course of this year. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-14024 by Humza Yousaf on 25 April 2013, what documents it 
has published in the last 12 months that include reference to engagement with the Government of 
Argentina and how many of those included a ministerial foreword. 



 (S4W-14559) 

Humza Yousaf: The Scottish Government has not published any documents in the last 12 months 
that include specific reference to engagement with the Government of Argentina. 

Transport Scotland 

 Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4F-00845 by Alex Salmond on 13 September 2012 (Official Report, c. 11413), on 
what date it will publish its estimate of the climate impact of its policy on air passenger duty. 

 (S4W-14631) 

Keith Brown: The First Minister has confirmed that, as part of the detailed consideration of a 
replacement to the UK Government's Air Passenger Duty, the Scottish Government will conduct 
analysis on the environmental impact of proposals. That will be undertaken and the results will be 
made available in due course. 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-14522 
S4W-14571 

 


