
Wednesday 15 May 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Finance 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide a breakdown by (a) funding amount and (b) status of the (i) housing, (ii) 
transport and regeneration, (iii) further and higher education, (iv) economic development, (v) health 
maintenance, (vi) maintenance of the justice system estate, (vii) forestry, national parks and tourism 
and (viii) culture and heritage projects that have received funding from the £205 million announced in 
the news release of 19 December 2012, “Swinney delivers on jobs and growth”. 

 (S4W-14596) 

John Swinney: The information relating to part (a) has already been published but has been 
included in the following table together with the information relating to part (b). Where status is defined 
as completed, the funding allocated for that project has been fully utilised. Where status is defined as 
in progress, the project will commence construction in 2013-14: 

 
 
 

2012-13 
(£M) 

2013-14 
(£M) 

2014-15 
(£M) 

TOTAL 
(£M) 

STATUS 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
TOTAL 

1
 

1.30 44.90  46.20  

Trunk Road maintenance 5.00 5.00  10.00 In Construction 

Great Glen cycle route  1.60 1.00 2.60 In Progress 

Oban to Appin cycle route  0.40  0.40 In Progress 

Access to stations  0.50  0.50 In Progress 

Cycle parking at schools  0.20 0.20 0.40 In Progress 

Cycling infrastructure 
projects total  

 2.70 1.20 3.90  

Tarbert Loch Fyne (works to 
pier for new hybrid vessel), 
Kerrera 

2
 

0.20 1.85  2.05 In Progress 

Tobermory (slipway 
improvements) 

3
 

0.60   0.60 In Progress 

Ferry port infrastructure total  0.80 1.85  2.65  

Scottish Canals: contribution 
to proposed Pinkston 
Paddlesports Centre with 
Glasgow City Council and 
sportscotland. 

0.25 0.75  1.00 In Construction 

Scottish canals: Bowling 
Harbour regeneration 

0.10 0.90  1.00 In Construction 

Scottish canals: public realm 
and accessibility 

0.35 0.75  1.10 In Construction 

Living on Water initiative-
provision of residential 
moorings with facilities to 
permit implementation of 
floating villages at Firhill and 
Grangemouth and other 
locations across the 
Lowlands Canals 

0.50 0.55  1.05 In Construction 

Scottish canals: new 
footbridge at Spiers Wharf 

 0.25  0.25 In Progress 

Scottish canals: Great Glen 
Canoe Trail 

4
 

0.13   0.13 In Construction 

Scottish canals: camping 
strategy along Caledonian 
canal 

4
 

 0.10  0.10 In Construction 



 
 
 

2012-13 
(£M) 

2013-14 
(£M) 

2014-15 
(£M) 

TOTAL 
(£M) 

STATUS 

Canal infrastructure projects: 
Regeneration and Tourism 
total 

1.33 3.30  4.63  

 

 
 
 

2012-13 
(£M) 

2013-14 
(£M) 

2014-15 
(£M) 

TOTAL 
(£M) 

STATUS 

TRANSPORT TOTAL 7.13 12.85 1.20 21.18  

HIE-Dingwall Business Park  0.25  0.25 In Progress 

HIE-Proposed investment in 
specific business expansion, 
job creation and export 
markets 
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0.40   0.40 In Construction 

HIE-Sandbank Business 
Park, Dunoon  

 0.50  0.50 In Progress 

HIE-Kintyre House, 
Campbeltown 

 0.50  0.50 In Progress 

HIE-Development Site on 
Bute 

 0.50  0.50 In Progress 

HIE-Raasay Outdoor Centre 0.29 0.11  0.40 In Construction 

HIE-Kinloch Lodge Limited 0.20 0.02  0.22 In Construction 

HIE-Ullapool Harbour Trust-
provision of units at 
Morefield 

0.10 0.09  0.19 In Construction 

HIE-Funding for multi user 
access 

 0.35  0.35 In Progress 

HIE-Kishorn Plant-master 
planning application and 
initial enabling works 

 0.30  0.30 In Progress 

HIE-Inverness Airport 
Business Park 

 0.25  0.25 In Progress 

Additional HIE investment 
6
 2.70   2.70 In Progress 

Highland and Islands 
Enterprise: economic 
development projects total 

3.69 2.87  6.56  

Scottish Enterprise-
International Technology 
and Renewable Energy 
Zone 

2.45   2.45 Completed 

Scottish Enterprise-flexible 
workspaces, Seabraes Yard, 
Dundee 

1.45   1.45 Completed 

Scottish Enterprise-National 
Renewables Infrastructure 
Fund site assembly, Rosyth 

0.50   0.50 Completed 

Scottish Enterprise-
Economic Development 
Projects total 

4.40   4.40  

 

 
 
 

2012-13 
(£M) 

2013-14 
(£M) 

2014-15 
(£M) 

TOTAL 
(£M) 

STATUS 

ENTERPRISE TOTAL 8.09 2.87  10.96  

Long distance paths (Great 
Glen Way) 

 1.00  1.00 In Procurement 



 
 
 

2012-13 
(£M) 

2013-14 
(£M) 

2014-15 
(£M) 

TOTAL 
(£M) 

STATUS 

Long distance paths (West 
Highland Way) 

 0.75  0.75 In Progress 

Slope Stability (Glenrigh, 
A82 south of Fort William) 

 0.50  0.50 In Procurement 

Capital Buildings 
Refurbishment (mechanical 
engineering workshops) 

 0.60  0.60 In Procurement 

Capital Buildings 
Refurbishment (Aberfoyle 
Office including Biomass) 

 0.30  0.30 In Procurement 

Forestry projects: access, 
road infrastructure and 
buildings refurbishment total 

 3.15  3.15  

Tomintoul and Glenlivet 
Gateways and signage 

 0.03  0.03 In Progress 

Nethy Ranger and 
Community Hall 

 0.15  0.15 In Progress 

Nethy Woodland Buyout 0.14   0.14 Completed 

Carrbridge Bike Skills park 0.02   0.02 Completed 

Kingussie, Am Fasgadh 
(community acquisition of 
museum building) 

0.09   0.09 Completed 

Newtonmore Village Hall 0.17   0.17 Completed 

Kindrochit Castle 
Refurbishment 

 0.06  0.06 In Progress 

Laggan Forest Trust Visitor 
Centre 

 0.40  0.40 In Progress 

HSCHT Ardgeal Affordable 
housing 

0.10   0.10 Completed 

Braemar Castle  0.10  0.10 In Progress 

Boat of Garten and 
Cairngormsa National Park 
Authority HQ 

0.05   0.05 Completed 

Core Path Improvements 0.28 0.72  1.00 In Construction 

Cairngorms total 0.85 1.46  2.31  

National Park Destination 
Group Threshold signage 
project 

0.07 0.07  0.14 In Construction 

Towns and villages welcome 
signage 

0.05 0.15  0.20 In Construction 

Cycle Way visitor signposts 0.05   0.05 Completed 

Rowardennan master plan 
and site improvements 

 0.07  0.07 In Progress  

Loch Lomond HQ building 
repairs 

0.12   0.12 Completed 

Loch Lomond total 0.29 0.29 0.00 0.58  

National Parks: developing 
the rural economy total 

1.14 1.75 0.00 2.89  

Scottish Tourist Routes-kick 
start 

 0.50  0.50 In Progress 

VisitScotland’s Glasgow 
Visitor Information Centre 

0.25   0.25 Completed 

VisitScotland’s Investment in 
Visitor Centre Infrastructure  

0.35 0.35 0.15 0.85 In Construction 

VisitScotland and Scottish 
Tourist Routes total 

0.60 0.85 0.15 1.60  



 

 
 
 

2012-13 
(£M) 

2013-14 
(£M) 

2014-15 
(£M) 

TOTAL 
(£M) 

STATUS 

RURAL, ENVIRONMENT 
AND TOURISM TOTAL 

1.74 5.75 0.15 7.64  

Scottish Court Service-
estate projects (2012-13) 

1.50   1.50 Completed 

Scottish Court Service-
estate projects (2013-14) 

 3.40  3.40 In Procurement 

Scottish Court Service-
Aberdeen 

 0.75  0.75 In Progress 

Civil Court Reform  0.30  0.30 In Progress 

Carbon reduction  2.00  2.00 In Procurement 

Scottish Court Service: 
Estate Improvement, 
Essential Maintenance and 
Statutory Compliance total 

1.50 6.45  7.95  

Upgrading the Safety 
Camera Network 

2.40   2.40 Completed 

 

 
 
 

2012-13 
(£M) 

2013-14 
(£M) 

2014-15 
(£M) 

TOTAL 
(£M) 

STATUS 

JUSTICE TOTAL 3.90 6.45  10.35  

Affordable Housing Supply 
Programme: additional grant 
funding   

 40.80  40.80 In Progress 

Affordable Housing Supply 
Programme: additional loan 
funding   

 9.20  9.20 In Progress 

 

 
 
 

2012-13 
(£M) 

2013-14 
(£M) 

2014-15 
(£M) 

TOTAL 
(£M) 

STATUS 

HOUSING TOTAL   50.00  50.00  

Clyde Gateway Urban 
Regeneration Company-
Office Development, 
Dalmarnock 

0.50 8.00 7.50 16.00 In Construction 

Clyde Gateway Office and 
Industrial Developments for 
Economic Growth total 

0.50 8.00 7.50 16.00  

Irvine Enterprise Area-
Annickbank Innovation 
Campus Phase 1 

 1.00 0.50 1.50 In Progress 

Irvine Ailsa Road Industrial 
Units 

 0.80 0.40 1.20 In Progress 

Irvine Enterprise Area: 
Infrastructure and Innovation 
Campus, and Irvine Ailsa 
Road Industrial Units total 

 1.80 0.90 2.70  

Ardrossan Medical Centre 1.50 1.00  2.50 In Procurement 

Additional Regeneration 
investment 
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0.75   0.75 In Progress 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 

2012-13 
(£M) 

2013-14 
(£M) 

2014-15 
(£M) 

TOTAL 
(£M) 

STATUS 

REGENERATION TOTAL 2.75 10.80 8.40 21.95  

National Theatre of 
Scotland: Glasgow 
regeneration project 

 2.00  2.00 In Progress 

Works to Historic Scotland’s 
estate 

0.31 1.09  1.40 In Construction 

National Museums of 
Scotland: maintenance 

 2.00  2.00 In Procurement 

Creative Scotland: grants 
programme 

 1.00 0.50 1.50 In Procurement 

 

 
 
 

2012-13 
(£M) 

2013-14 
(£M) 

2014-15 
(£M) 

TOTAL 
(£M) 

STATUS 

HEALTH TOTAL 0.31 6.09 0.50 6.90  

Health: backlog 
maintenance/equipment 
replacement 

 10.00  10.00 In Progress 

 

 

 
 
 

2012-13 
(£M) 

2013-14 
(£M) 

2014-15 
(£M) 

TOTAL 
(£M) 

STATUS 

CULTURE AND HERITAGE 
TOTAL 

 10.00  10.00  

Scottish Funding Council 
College Maintenance 

 5.00  5.00 In Progress 

Roslin International Centre 
for Livestock Improvement  

 5.00 5.00 10.00 In Progress 

Sabhal Mor Ostaig-Kinbeg 
development 

 3.00  3.00 In Progress 

Other Gaelic education 
projects 

 1.00  1.00 In Progress 

Additional Further and 
Higher Education investment 

 0.75  0.75 In Progress 

FURTHER AND HIGHER 
EDUCATION TOTAL 

 14.75 5.00 19.75  

TOTAL CAPITAL 
INVESTMENT 

25.22 164.46 15.25 204.93  

Notes 
1. For further details relating to the local government allocations, I refer the member to the answer to 
question S4W-14595 on 14 May 2013. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
2. Project management arrangements are being finalised with Tarbert Harbour Authority. The exact 
level of funding for Tarbert harbour will depend on the conclusion of discussions between the Tarbert 
(Loch Fyne) Harbour Authority and the Grant Management Group which advises Scottish Ministers on 
pier and harbour investments. A Scottish Transport Appraisal Guidance based study considering long 
term options for ferry provision at Kerrera has recently reported. It was considered best practice to 
wait for that report before progressing infrastructure works relating to Kerrera. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


3. Condition deteriorated and tender had to be revised and updated. The works are now out to tender 
and due the end of May 2013. On-site activity is to commence in July 2013 with completion by end of 
September 2013. 
4. Projects are listed separately but have been combined for delivery purposes. 
5. Some project slippage with some spend now in 2013-14. 
6. Project delayed to 2013-14 due to issues arising whilst agreeing full terms of loan and securities 
7. Necessary consultancy work undertaken. Funding enabled the commencement of negotiations in 
respect of the purchase of land in Dalmarnock, Glasgow to facilitate a community hub. Negotiations 
are still on-going. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what steps it has taken, 
or is taking, to ensure that companies involved in, or known to have been involved in, blacklisting are 
not awarded public sector contracts. 

 (S4W-14619) 

Nicola Sturgeon: We have invited the trade unions to work with us on the development of guidance 
for public bodies on addressing the issue of blacklisting in future procurement processes and public 
contracts. We are exploring the potential for asking additional questions of suppliers at the selection 
stage of a procurement exercise and holding suppliers to account through revised terms and 
conditions of contract. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S4W-10879 by John Swinney on 18 December 2012, what efforts it has made to contact 
trade unions with a view to considering strategies to ensure that companies involved in blacklisting (a) 
are not and (b) cannot be awarded public sector contracts. 

 (S4W-14620) 

Nicola Sturgeon: We have invited trade unions to work with us on the development of guidance for 
public bodies on addressing the issue of blacklisting in future procurement processes and public 
contracts. Invitations were sent on 4 April 2013 to trade unions, including those which raised the issue 
of blacklisting in their responses to the consultation on the Procurement Reform Bill. An initial draft of 
the guidance was circulated to trade unions on 9 May 2013; we have convened a meeting to seek 
their input. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-14615 by John Swinney on 2 May 2013, on what it will spend the £12 million 
reduction in the level of planned switch between the resource and capital budgets in the housing 
portfolio. 

 (S4W-14712) 

John Swinney: As set out in the response to S4W-14615, the three measures described will allow 
the Scottish Government to almost fully offset the £54.8 million cut that has been made in the Scottish 
Government Resource Department of Employment and Learning budget for 2013-14, without 
detriment to existing programmes and spending plans. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-14615 by John Swinney on 2 May 2013, whether the £10 million additional 
funding for the further education sector that it announced on 6 February 2013 (Official Report c. 
16478) will no longer be spent in that area and, if so, where this will now be allocated. 

 (S4W-14713) 

John Swinney: The commitment to provide an additional £10 million funding for the college sector 
has been maintained. As set out in response to S4W-14615, rather than funding this from Barnett 
consequentials in 2013-14, an additional £10 million in funding has been passed to the Scottish 
Funding Council in 2012-13 for deployment in the college sector in 2013-14. This enables the 
Government to address the £54.8 million cut the UK Government has made to the Scottish 



Government’s resource budget in 2013-14 whilst still delivering in full the commitment to the £522 
million funding floor for the sector announced on 6 February 2013. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-14615 by John Swinney on 2 May 2013, for what reason there is an 
“emerging 2012-13 underspend to the college sector” and what correspondence the Cabinet Secretary 
for (a) Finance, Employment and Sustainable Growth and (b) Education and Lifelong Learning has 
had with the Scottish Funding Council regarding this. 

 (S4W-14714) 

John Swinney: There is no underspend in the college sector in 2012-13. £10 million in emerging 
underspend elsewhere in the Scottish Government has been redirected as additional funding to the 
sector through the Scottish Funding Council. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-14615 by John Swinney on 2 May 2013, on what it will spend the 
“accumulated police reserves" and what discussions it has had with Police Scotland regarding their 
allocation. 

 (S4W-14717) 

John Swinney: Accumulated police reserves in the region of £20 to £30 million will accrue to the 
Scottish Government Resource Department for Employment and Learning (DEL) budget. As set out in 
the response to S4W-14615, this will help the Scottish Government to minimise the impact of the 
£54.8 million reduction in its 2013-14 Resource DEL budget. The reallocation of police reserves is part 
of an agreement between the Scottish Government and COSLA around the sharing of uncommitted 
resources which have been generated as a result of accumulated underspends by the former police 
joint boards. The agreement also provides that funding for any commitments that carry forward to the 
Scottish Police Authority in 2013-14 will be met in full so there will be no impact on the budget of the 
new body. Discussions around the treatment of reserves have been held with the Scottish Police 
Authority and Police Scotland. 

 

John Mason (Glasgow Shettleston) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what recent discussions it has had with Glasgow City Council regarding the council’s commitment to 
roll out free public Wi-fi. 

 (S4W-14726) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government has regular discussions on digital infrastructure issues 
with Glasgow City Council, along with the other Scottish cities, through the Scottish Cities Alliance. 
Delivering world-class digital connectivity in Scotland’s cities is a shared objective and collaboration is 
underway on a number of projects in Glasgow. 

The commitment to roll out free public Wi-fi is a key component of the council’s Digital Glasgow 
Strategy and Scottish Government officials have provided advice and participated in initial market 
testing sessions on proposed solutions. Glasgow City Council is now preparing to launch a 
procurement process. 

Governance and Communities 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to conduct an audit of the number of local authorities taking a three-year approach to 
funding voluntary sector organisations and, if so, when. 

 (S4W-14628) 

John Swinney: I am committed to considering the questions and points that were raised on the 
frequency of three year funding during the debate on Funding to the Voluntary Sector that was held on 
1 May 2013. 



My officials are in discussions and once that is complete I will be in a position to advise Parliament 
how the Scottish Government intends to address the issue of evidence gathering. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S4W-11911 by John Swinney on 17 January 2013, who it plans to consult, what the 
timescale is and what models it has considered as possible replacements for the council tax. 

 (S4W-14670) 

John Swinney: The current council tax system is unfair, which is why the Scottish Government has 
frozen the tax at 2007-08 levels. 

That policy has proved overwhelmingly popular with people across Scotland. We are committed to 
continuing the freeze for the duration of this Parliament, by which time the policy will have saved the 
average household around £1,200. 

We will consult with others to produce a fairer local tax based on ability to pay later in this 
Parliament. All potential alternative proposals which meet these criteria will be considered. 

Health and Social Care 

Christina McKelvie (Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether prostate cancer is included in the early detection strategy and what the 
reasons are for its position on this matter. 

 (S4W-14612) 

Alex Neil: The Detect Cancer Early Programme aims to increase the proportion of cancers detected 
at the early stage of disease. Although directed at lung, breast and colorectal cancers in the first 
instance, early diagnosis and high quality treatment and care for all patients with cancer is a top 
priority. It is anticipated that the programme will benefit people with other types of cancer as general 
awareness raising initiatives are expected to result in earlier presentation, referral and assessment for 
all those with a possibility of cancer. 

Colorectal, lung and breast cancer represent 45 per cent of all cancers diagnosed in Scotland per 
year. To allow the early stages of the programme to be appropriately managed and be the most 
effective, a decision was taken to focus on these three cancers initially. This will enable the greatest 
impact both in terms of patient numbers and in tackling cancer in areas of deprivation where survival 
has historically been poorest. It will be easier to demonstrate shifts in outcomes and in population 
attitudes by choosing the high incidence tumour types as the initial focus, it is anticipated that this will 
identify best practice and build momentum for the programme that will then facilitate roll out to other 
tumour types. 

Once the initial phase of the Detect Cancer Early Programme is completed, consideration will be 
given to which other cancers need to be tackled in a similar way. 

 

Christina McKelvie (Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action it is taking to improve awareness of prostate cancer to promote early 
detection. 

 (S4W-14613) 

Alex Neil: The Detect Cancer Early Programme aims to increase the proportion of cancers detected 
at the early stage of disease. Although the Detect Cancer Early (DCE) Programme focuses on breast, 
lung and colorectal cancers, an initial priming phase of campaigning included raising awareness of a 
suite of body changes that could indicate cancer. The priming and ongoing campaign messages aim 
to create more confidence about cancer and its treatment and encourage people to present early to 
their GP with any changes in their body. In this way, it is anticipated that there will be increased 
awareness of symptoms and signs of cancer types additional to lung, breast and colorectal, including 
prostate, amongst the general public and clinicians. 

Additional tumour groups, including prostate cancer, will be considered by the DCE Programme 
Board in due course and an option appraisal process is currently being explored. 



Strategy and External Affairs 

Clare Adamson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the impact of the Glasgow 2014 Cultural Programme Open Fund will be. 

 (S4O-2113) 

Humza Yousaf: The Open Fund is a major component in the development of the nationwide 
Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games Culture Programme. It received a fantastic response and I am 
delighted by the incredible enthusiasm that has been shown by cultural organisations and individuals 
throughout the nation. 

The Culture Programme will significantly enhance the Games experience for all of Scotland’s 
communities, spectators and visitors, as well as present the best of Scotland’s culture alongside that 
of the Commonwealth. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what engagement it has had with the Aberdeen and Dundee bids for UK City of Culture 2017. 

 (S4O-2114) 

Fiona Hyslop: I am delighted that both Dundee and Aberdeen have bid to be the UK City of Culture 
2017 which reflects the strength of arts and culture in the cities. However, as this is a UK Government 
scheme, the Scottish Government has not been involved in the bidding process. 

In November last year my officials met with Aberdeen City Council and their intention to bid for UK 
City of Culture status was discussed, and last month I wrote in response to correspondence from 
Councillor Ken Guild of Dundee City Council stating my support for the scheme and wishing both cities 
every success with the bid process. 

 


