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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on a moratorium on the use of pesticides containing neonicotinoids, in light of the 
House of Commons' Environmental Audit Committee report, Pollinators and Pesticides, which was 
published on 5 April 2013. 

Holding answer issued: 13 May 2013 (S4W-14571) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government adopted a precautionary approach and supported 
restrictions to neonicotinoid use, whilst allowing further research to be undertaken to clarify whether 
these neonicotinoids harm bees in the field. 

The European Appeals Committee met on 29 April 2013 to discuss proposals for EU-wide 
restrictions on the use of certain neonicotinoids, and while they did not reach a qualified majority 
decision for or against their introduction, the European Commission will nevertheless support 
restrictions which will come into force on 1 December 2013. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in light 
of its air quality standard objectives, whether it plans to hold discussions with the UK Government 
regarding the recent Supreme Court ruling that the UK has failed to deliver improvements in air quality 
in the appropriate timescale. 

 (S4W-14639) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government is in regular contact with the UK Government and 
other devolved administrations as we pursue a shared goal of improving air quality. We are committed 
to improving air quality across Scotland and have seen significant reductions in pollution emissions 
over recent decades through tighter industrial regulation, improved fuel quality, cleaner vehicles and 
an increased focus on sustainable transport. 

Together with the other UK administrations we have produced the Air Quality Strategy for England, 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, which sets out our air quality policy framework and vision to 
2050. In addition, Scotland's National Transport Strategy includes amongst its three strategic 
outcomes a commitment to improve air quality. 

The Scottish Government, in partnership with Transport Scotland, Scottish Environmental Protection 
Agency, local authorities and others is working on a range of measures to ensure full compliance as 
soon as possible. These measures are set out in detail in the UK's application to the Commission for a 
time extension on nitrogen dioxide limit values. 

The whole of Scotland is expected to comply with these limit values by 2015, based on a 
combination of current and planned measures, with the exception of one road stretch, the missing link 
of the M8 between Newhouse and Baillieston to the east of Glasgow. Within the Glasgow city area, 
there are expected to be no exceedences of the limit values by 2015. This road is due to be upgraded 
to motorway, with Transport Scotland estimating completion in 2017-18. Once the upgrade is 
complete, emissions along this road will also comply with the limit values. 

We are meeting both domestic and European air quality targets across most of Scotland, although 
there are still localised hotspots of poorer air quality in a number of urban areas. We recognise that we 
must build on achievements to date and continue to take action to improve air quality. Where 
appropriate local authorities have developed local air quality management areas to address localised 
issues and are required to submit an annual report on progress to the Scottish Government. 

Financial support from the Scottish Government is available to councils across Scotland to support 
air quality monitoring and specific actions to support these plans. 

Fife Council has received financial and practical support from the Scottish Government to help 
develop and implement the air quality action plan in the Cupar Air Quality Management Area. We will 
continue to liaise closely with the council as this work progresses. 



 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
expects to meet its air quality standard objectives and what information it has on how this compares to 
those set by the (a) UK and (b) EU. 

 (S4W-14640) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-14639 on 16 May 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
action it plans to take to improve air quality and whether it will provide additional assistance to local 
authorities to help them meet air quality standards. 

 (S4W-14641) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-14639 on 16 May 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it will commission an audit of local authority air quality action plans in order to establish whether their 
air pollution targets are being met. 

 (S4W-14643) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-14639 on 16 May 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
expects each Air Quality Management Area to be no longer required. 

 (S4W-14644) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-14639 on 16 May 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assistance it is providing to Fife Council to address pollution in Cupar's air quality management areas. 

 (S4W-14645) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-14639 on 16 May 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government how the 
Scottish Mines Restoration Trust will engage with communities situated next to opencast coal mining 
sites. 
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 (S4W-14663) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Mines Restoration Trust is an independent body and not part of the 
Scottish Government. We understand, however, that the Trust will ensure that a permanent 
community representative is appointed to their board. As each site is unique, bespoke solutions will be 
required and each site the Trust considers will need local knowledge, input and agreement from local 
community representatives as part of the working groups set up for each site. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what sources 
of funding will exist for the Scottish Mines Restoration Trust. 

 (S4W-14665) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Mines Restoration Trust (SMRT) is an independent body and not part 
of the Scottish Government. Therefore, the funding sources are a matter for the board of SMRT. 

Coal operators are responsible for the restoration of their respective open cast sites. However, we 
recognise that these tasks are complex, and the Trust will work with the Scottish Government and its 
agencies, coal operators, local councils, landowners, communities, and environmental bodies to 
facilitate the responsible restoration of open cast sites. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with (a) Avondale Advanced Waste Treatment and (b) Falkirk Council regarding 
the proposed closure of the Avondale Material Recycling Facility site in Polmont. 

 (S4W-14754) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government and its partners continue to work with the operators 
of the Avondale advanced waste treatment facility and affected councils, including Falkirk Council, 
with regards to the potential closure of the plant. 

Our immediate focus is to secure positive outcomes both for Avondale’s employees and their 
families and for those councils who currently have recycling and disposal contracts with Avondale. 

We are also helping the company explore longer term actions to maintain a presence and 
employment at the facility. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
recent discussions it has had with the European Commission regarding a review of the electronic 
sheep tagging regulation, EC21/2004. 

 (S4W-14756) 

Richard Lochhead: I met with Commission officials on the 16 December 2011 and wrote to 
Commissioner Dalli on 31 January 2012. The Commission and the Commissioner were both clear in 
their responses that a review of the legislation was not imminent and that any future review had to be 
evidence based. To inform a future review we are collecting evidence through the ScotEID Research 
Pilot. This and other evidence will be analysed by the Centre of Expertise on Animal Disease 
Outbreaks and then shared with the Commission. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it has on how many (a) grocery, (b) butcher, (c) baker, (d) fishmonger, (e) newsagent, (f) 
confectionery and (g) tobacco retail outlets there are, also broken down by the number of wholesalers. 

 (S4W-14780) 

Fergus Ewing: Data on business sites by industrial sector are available from the Inter-Departmental 
Business Register (IDBR). The IDBR, maintained by the Office for National Statistics, is a database of 
all enterprises registered for VAT and or PAYE, covering 99 per cent of economic activity in the UK. 
Those excluded are small businesses with no employees and an annual turnover below the VAT 
threshold (£73,000 as at March 2012). 



Business sites are categorised on the IDBR according to the Standard Industrial Classification (SIC). 
It is not possible to obtain figures for the exact categories requested due to the SIC structure. The data 
in the following table are the closest SIC equivalents and are provided from the latest year from which 
data are available.  

Table 1: Business sites in selected codes (SIC2007), Scotland, March 2012 

SIC 
2007 
code 

Description 
 

2012 
 

46310 Wholesale of fruit and vegetables 175 

46320 Wholesale of meat and meat products 150 

46350 Wholesale of tobacco products 5 

46360 Wholesale of sugar and chocolate and sugar confectionary 50 

46380 Wholesale of other food; including fish;, crustaceans and molluscs 270 

47210 Retail sale of fruit and vegetables in specialised stores 375 

47220 Retail sale of meat and meat products in specialised stores 695 

47230 Retail sale of fish; crustaceans and molluscs in specialised stores 240 

47240 
Retail sale of bread; cakes; flour confectionary and sugar confectionary in 

specialised stores 895 

47260 Retail sale of tobacco products in specialised stores 205 

47620 Retail sale of newspapers and stationery in specialised stores 655 

Source: Inter-Departmental Business Register (IDBR), Office for National Statistics 
Notes: Business site counts are rounded to the nearest 5. 
           Business sites are the individual sites within an enterprise i.e. every shop, branch and office. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what assistance it will provide to west coast prawn fishermen who face a 
reduction in income due to reduced days at sea in 2013-14. 

 (S4W-14881) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government has listened carefully and responded to fishermen’s 
concerns about the number of days at sea that will be available to inshore prawn fishermen in 2013. 
As a result, days at sea allocations for west coast prawn vessels will be equivalent to 95% or more of 
the hours spent at sea on the west coast in 2009-2011. 

To assist skippers the Government has offered fishing vessels an option in 2013 to participate in a 
range of publicly funded marine science initiatives identified by Marine Scotland that will improve 
inshore fisheries and marine science on the west coast. Representatives of 21 vessels have applied 
for this work. 

We fully expects that the allocations agreed this year should allow us to return effort limits to normal 
levels in 2014-15, but this will depend on effort uptake in 2013-14. 

We have also initiated discussions with the European Commission officials seeking the exemption 
from the effort limits of the cod plan for inshore prawn vessels that can document very low cod 
catches. The Scottish Government cannot itself exempt vessels: this can only be achieved by the 
European Commission making a proposal to the Council of Ministers. The Government is therefore 
working with the Commission to seek an agreement about the types of documentation that can be 
agreed as being satisfactory for the purposes of verifying very low catches of cod. The Government 
will also discuss the terms of an application for exemption with representatives of the fishing industry 
prior to its submission. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what progress it is making in persuading the European Commission to 
exempt from the cod recovery plan boats that can document low catches of cod. 

 (S4W-14882) 



Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-14881 on 16 May 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it can guarantee that west coast prawn fishermen will have their 
days at sea allocation returned to previous levels in 2014-15. 

 (S4W-14883) 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-14881 on 16 May 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Finance 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what its analysis is of the views of respondents outlined in 
paragraphs 2.6 to 2.11 of the UK Government publication, The Scotland Act 2012: summary of 
responses to the consultation on Scottish Government bond issuance, in relation to the rate at which 
an independent Scotland could borrow money. 

 (S4W-14923) 

John Swinney: We assume that the question relates to the publication by HM Treasury on 13 May 
2013 of a summary of responses to its consultation on bond issuance by the Scottish Government, 
which closed approximately eight months ago. The Scottish Government believes that it should have 
powers to raise funding through issuing bonds if this is the appropriate choice in the circumstances. Of 
those respondents expressing a view more agreed with the Scottish Government’s position than 
disagreed. We see no reason for the UK Government to seek to prevent the Scottish Government 
borrowing through these means. Local authorities and a range of public bodies such as Transport for 
London have such powers at present. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
capital spending has been in the (a) DD2, (b) EH14 and (c) FK9 postcode area since 1999. 

 (S4W-14960) 

John Swinney: This information is not held by postcode. 

 

Governance and Communities 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what effect the 
creation of the Scottish Mines Restoration Trust will have on existing planning obligations placed on 
coal mining companies. 

 (S4W-14664) 

Derek Mackay: The Trust is not expected to have a direct effect on planning obligations but the 
Trust will instead when approached, be expected to prioritise and facilitate action on restoration. 

 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what impact 
the liquidation of Scottish Coal will have on any applications by the company for coal extraction that 
are in the planning system. 

 (S4W-14666) 
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Derek Mackay: The determination of planning applications by Scottish Coal for opencast coal 
extraction is a matter for discussion between the individual planning authorities and Scottish Coals’ 
liquidators. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
had discussions with Camelot regarding (a) how a national lottery could operate and (b) whether 
people in Scotland could participate in national lottery games for the rest of the UK if Scotland became 
independent. 

 (S4W-14735) 

John Swinney: To date there have been no discussions with Camelot about the operation of the 
National Lottery. An independent Scotland would continue to have a lottery and lottery infrastructure. 
Decisions about any changes to the national lottery following independence would be a matter for the 
respective governments to agree. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what lessons it has learned from providing over £200,000 in funding to the 
Scottish Islamic Foundation, which has been wound up. 

 (S4W-14737) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Funding allocated to the Scottish Islamic Foundation resulted in a series 
of events in March and April 2010 to help tackle Islamaphobia by celebrating Muslim culture, 
challenging stereotypes and promoting community cohesion. A proportion of the total allocated 
funding was withheld and recalled as the Scottish Islamic Foundation was unable to deliver all of its 
agreed outcomes. This was done in accordance with standard procedures, which the Scottish 
Government continues to follow. 

Health and Social Care 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is 
taking to tackle child obesity in the Rutherglen constituency. 

 (S4W-14607) 

Shona Robison: The Government Obesity strategy “Preventing Overweight and Obesity in 
Scotland: A Route Map Towards Healthy Weight” sets out our long term commitment to tackling 
overweight and obesity. For Children this includes action on diet, physical activity and behaviour 
change which involves the parents and carers as well as the children themselves. 

Locally the Government has supported the health board to undertake child healthy weight 
interventions and enabled organisations to increase opportunities for children to get involved in sport 
and physical activity through active schools but also through funding from Cashback for Communities. 
Further opportunities for physical activity, has also been provided by a number of improvements to the 
local cycle network. The Healthy Living Award and the Scottish Grocers Federation Healthy Living 
Programmes both supported by the Government are increasing the opportunities for local people to 
access healthy food. 

Nationally, the Government continues to develop preventative measures including the Maternal and 
Infant Nutritional Framework for Action, which looks at the nutrition of mothers before and during 
pregnancy, supports and promotes the benefits of breastfeeding and the importance of a healthy diet 
throughout early childhood. This is further supported by the National Parenting Strategy, which 
acknowledges that supporting parents is key to achieving a change in children’s nutrition. 

Learning and Justice 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much money is 
available from Skills Development Scotland and Scottish Enterprise to provide training and retraining 
for those employees affected by the liquidation of Scottish Coal. 

 (S4W-14616) 



Fergus Ewing: Through our Partnership Action for Continuing Employment (PACE) initiative, we 
took immediate action to provide help and support for the individuals of Scottish Coal and Castlebridge 
Plant who were made redundant on 19 April 2013. 

We held four PACE Redundancy Support Events in Ayrshire, Lanarkshire, Alloa and Fife which 
almost 200 former employees attended and completed registration forms and where PACE Partners 
were available to provide advice and guidance on areas such as career development and training 
opportunities. 

All individuals who have been made redundant will have access to training opportunities through our 
Employability Fund, the total budget for which stands at £52 million for this current 2013-14 financial 
year. 

We are currently working urgently with administrators KPMG and Scottish Coal to clarify the actual 
position in terms of employees’ certification and we will of course work with local and national partners 
and potential employers to maximise employment opportunities for those individuals affected. 

 


