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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Crown Office 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service is considering prosecutions in relation to the inappropriate 
disposal of baby ashes at crematoria. 

 (S4W-14863) 

Lesley Thomson: The Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service have not received any criminal 
reports regarding the inappropriate disposal of baby ashes in any crematoria. 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Christina McKelvie (Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what progress it is making on setting up the 33 proposed nature conservation 
marine protected areas. 

 (S4W-14782) 

Richard Lochhead: I reported progress on the development of a Scottish Network of Marine 
Protected Areas (MPAs) to Parliament in December 2012, based on the scientific advice to the 
Scottish Government from Scottish Natural Heritage and the Joint Nature Conservation Committee. 

The progress report included 33 proposals for both inshore and offshore MPAs. It is my intention to 
consult on all 33 proposals in a public consultation this summer in which views will be sought from all 
interested parties. 

The network currently includes 45 Special Protection Areas for seabirds, 46 Special Areas of 
Conservation and 61 Sites of Special Scientific Interest in Scottish waters and another eight fisheries 
management measures contribute to the wider aims of a MPA network. Scottish Natural Heritage and 
the Joint Nature Conservation Committee are also progressing work to complete the identification of 
Special Areas of Conservation and Special Protection Areas in the marine environment to deliver our 
obligations under European legislation. 

 

Christina McKelvie (Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it plans to include dolphins and killer whales in the remit of the proposed 
Marine Protected Areas (MPAs). 

 (S4W-14783) 

Richard Lochhead: The guidelines for selecting and developing MPAs list the species and habitats 
for which the Statutory Nature Conservation Bodies’ have recommended that MPAs are an 
appropriate conservation measure. Risso's dolphin and White-beaked dolphin are included. Search 
locations have been identified for these species and Scottish Natural Heritage is completing their 
assessment on these locations. 

There are no plans to include killer whale in any proposed MPA as the current evidence suggests 
they are highly migratory and not therefore considered suitable for spatial protection in addition to their 
existing species protection under the EU Habitats Directive. 

 

Christina McKelvie (Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what progress it is making on developing search locations for (a) minke whales, 
(b) Risso’s dolphins and (c) White-beaked dolphins in marine protected areas. 

 (S4W-14784) 

Richard Lochhead: For Minke whale there are two search locations, Southern Trench and Skye to 
Mull. 



For Risso's dolphin there is one search location, Eye Peninsula to Butt of Lewis. And for White-
beaked dolphin there is also one search location, Southern Trench. 

Habitat modelling is currently underway and will inform the detailed application of the Marine 
Protected Areas (MPAs) selection guidelines in due course for each of these search locations. 
Scottish Natural Heritage will then provide formal advice on whether these areas should be 
recommended as MPA proposals. Should additional evidence suggest any additional places be 
deemed critical habitats for these cetacean species, consideration will be given to identifying 
additional MPA search locations for assessment. 

 

Christina McKelvie (Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it has considered developing wider marine spatial planning for the 
protection of all species of whales and dolphins. 

 (S4W-14785) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government considers the protection of all cetaceans (whales, 
dolphins and porpoises), wherever they are found in waters around Scotland, a high priority. They 
already have strict protection under the EU Habitats Directive and it is an offence to deliberately or 
recklessly capture, injure, kill or disturb any whale, dolphin or porpoise. 

In addition to this overall protection, the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 presents an opportunity to 
develop a world class network of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) and this process includes 
consideration of key locations for cetaceans in line with the MPA guidelines published in March 2011. 
We appreciate that these species need to be adequately protected and they are still very much under 
consideration for inclusion in the MPA network. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what measures are in place to ensure the enforcement of the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981 in terms of protection for the freshwater pearl mussel. 

 (S4W-14802) 

Paul Wheelhouse: A range of measures are in place to tackle crime affecting the freshwater pearl 
mussel. The Scottish Investigative Support Officer (SISO) of the National Wildlife Crime Unit (NWCU) 
is active in identifying intelligence and raising awareness of intelligence opportunities that may lead 
towards enforcement action. 

In 2012 the SISO led an operation to explore whether the jewellery trade was an outlet for illegally 
acquired freshwater pearls. Results indicated that the pearls were going elsewhere, hence further 
work, in partnership with UK Border Force, is being undertaken to explore whether the pearls are 
bound for overseas’ markets. 

In conjunction with The Partnership for Action Against Wildlife Crime in Scotland organisations, 
agreements have been reached whereby landowners, ghillies, bailiffs and gamekeepers working land 
adjoining pearl mussel rivers, will report suspicious behaviour to the NWCU. 

The Scottish Government has funded on-going research into forensic techniques, including DNA 
and stable isotopes, which it is hoped will greatly assist the police in pearl mussel crime investigations. 

Police Scotland and the Scottish Environmental Protection Agency are working together to ensure 
any case of river works or pollution that disturb freshwater mussels are fully investigated and, where 
sufficient evidence exists, reported to the Crown Office. Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) will be 
undertaking a survey of a number of pearl mussel rivers in 2013-14 and any information regarding 
potential criminality will be forwarded to Police Scotland for consideration. 

SNH has secured European funding for three years for a seasonal staff member to deliver 
education, patrol rivers and liaise with the community regarding the protection of pearl mussels. It is 
anticipated that this position will work closely with the SISO and Police Scotland regarding intelligence 
and enforcement opportunities. SNH, NWCU and Police Scotland are also working together to 
distribute awareness raising material to relevant divisional wildlife crime liaison officers across North 
and West Scotland. 



Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what measures are included in the Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Bill to 
protect the freshwater pearl mussel from (a) pollution and (b) illegal fishing. 

 (S4W-14803) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Bill does not contain any specific 
measures to protect Freshwater Pearl Mussels (FWPM). The FWPM is protected as follows: 

(a) Under the Water Environment (Controlled Activities) (Scotland) Regulations 2011, developers 
must obtain all relevant consents and local planning authorities must consult relevant regulatory 
bodies prior to any authorisation being granted for development where there is the potential to cause 
significant adverse effects to the water environment and its ecology such as the FWPM, including 
building or other engineering works, water abstractions or the discharges of pollutants. 

(b) The FWPM has been protected from illegal fishing for pearls since 1991, when it was added to 
Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what measures it is undertaking to ensure enforcement of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment (Agriculture) (Scotland) Regulations 2006 in order to protect freshwater pearl 
mussel beds in rivers. 

 (S4W-14804) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) (Agriculture) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2006 came into force in Scotland on 1 January 2007 and constrain operations to carry out 
intensive agricultural operations on uncultivated or semi-natural land, or large scale restructuring 
projects on agricultural land, where the result would have a significant impact on the environment. 

Freshwater pearl mussels are filter feeders and are therefore vulnerable to water pollution and the 
siltation of rivers. Projects which are covered by the EIA (Agriculture) (Scotland) Regulations 2006 and 
which could impact upon populations of freshwater pearl mussels include drainage works and the 
modification of watercourses. 

EIA screening decisions on these types of projects are taken by Rural Payments and Inspections 
Division Area Offices who also carry out farm visits with land managers to check whether proposed 
activities fall within the EIA Regulation. Where activities are within the scope of the regulation they 
proceed to a formal screening which is recorded on the Scottish Government EIA register. The 
screening decision may require an Environmental Statement (full EIA) to be carried out. When this is 
submitted the project may be approved or rejected depending upon the impact identified. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how it will ensure (a) effective consultation with the Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage and (b) that proper consents and licences are 
obtained prior to development work on rivers containing the freshwater pearl mussel. 

 (S4W-14805) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Water Environment (Controlled Activities) (Scotland) Regulations 2011, 
introduced by the Scottish Government, requires that both local planning authorities consult relevant 
regulatory bodies, and that developers obtain all relevant consents, prior to the authorisation of or the 
carrying out of development work in rivers. 

Finance 

 Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether Transport Scotland includes adherence to the Register of Qualified Steelwork Contractors 
Scheme for Bridgeworks in its procurement processes and, if so, when it introduced this and for what 
reason. 

 (S4W-14845) 

Keith Brown: Transport Scotland does include adherence to the Register for Qualified Steelwork 
Contractors Scheme for Bridgeworks or equivalent in its procurement processes. This was introduced 



progressively during 2010 as part of continuing dialogue and specification development with the 
Highways Agency, although it does not yet form part of the specification for highway works. 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will seek a draft opinion on an independent 
Scotland’s credit rating from a credit rating agency and, if so, when. 

 (S4W-14922) 

John Swinney: Given our position of relative financial strength we have every confidence in 
securing a top credit rating for an independent Scotland, almost two thirds of countries with an AAA 
rating are small countries with a population of less than 10 million. 

The Scottish Government believes the macro-economic framework set out by the Fiscal 
Commission Working Group would provide a stable basis for Scotland and the UK, in the best 
interests of both, and, combined with Scotland’s economic strengths and natural resources, and the 
responsible record of the Scottish Government, would make an independent Scotland attractive to 
lenders. 

Governance and Communities 

 Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
legal challenges have been (a) lodged and (b) upheld against (i) its and (ii) public sector tender 
processes and the awarding of contracts in each year since 2007. 

 ((S4W-15075) 

John Swinney: The numbers of legal challenges lodged against the Scottish Government’s tender 
processes and the awarding of contracts for the years from 2007 to date are as follows: 

2007: 0 lodged; 0 upheld 
2008: 0 lodged; 0 upheld 
2009: 0 lodged; 0 upheld 
2010: 1 lodged; 0 upheld 
2011: 0 lodged; 0 upheld 
2012: 3 lodged; 0 upheld 
2013: 2 lodged; 0 upheld 
 
There have been six legal challenges against Scottish Government tender processes in the years 

from 2007 to date, but none of those has been upheld by the courts. The Scottish Government does 
not hold any information on challenges to tender processes and the awarding of contracts in the wider 
public sector, which would encompass local authority and UK government contracts. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
put in place a transparent framework for monitoring the volume and structure of new supply output of 
affordable housing, as suggested in A Housing Report for Scotland. 

 (S4W-14814) 

Margaret Burgess: We publish the approvals, starts and completions for the Affordable Housing 
Supply Programme as part of the quarterly housing statistics and we will continue to do this. We are 
also happy to meet with stakeholders to reassure them that our programme to deliver 30,000 homes 
over the lifetime of this parliament is currently on track. For example, all of the approvals we plan to 
make through the three year Resource Planning Assumptions to local authorities are expected to 
complete by March 2015. 

Annual Outturn Reports have been published on the Scottish Government website since 2008-09. 
Please see link below to the outturn report for 2011-12: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/investment/ahip/AHSP2011-12Report 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what progress 
it has made on developing new private finance options for the next three years to complement grant 
funding and facilitate the building of social rented housing. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/investment/ahip/AHSP2011-12Report


 (S4W-14815) 

Margaret Burgess: Current rounds of the Scottish Government’s award-winning National Housing 
Trust (NHT) initiative for local authorities and developers are supporting delivery of over 1,000 new 
affordable homes with 13 developers across 10 local authorities, as set out in the table below. Further 
local variants of the NHT model are in development: 

Council Units 

Aberdeen City 85 

City of Edinburgh 422 

Clackmannanshire 28 

Dumfries and Galloway 69 

Dundee 114 

Falkirk 27 

Fife  62 

Highland 135 

Scottish Borders  50 

Stirling 16 

Total 1008 

The Scottish Government is also encouraging and supporting the development of a range of other 
approaches to private finance by the housing association sector and prospective new investors. These 
include the introduction of bond finance, recycling Housing Association Grant and equity investment. 
Taken together these innovations are supporting the provision of new housing supply across a range 
of tenures including social rent. 

A total of 1,900 affordable homes have been approved so far from innovative approaches to housing 
investment, with more units in the pipeline. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4O-1817 by Margaret Burgess on 20 February 2013, whether it is now in a 
position to provide a timescale for its response to its consultation on the right to buy. 

 (S4W-14816) 

Margaret Burgess: While timescales can be subject to change, a policy announcement on right to 
buy is expected before the end of June 2013. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much (a) 
specialist housing for older people or (b) housing built to wheelchair standard will be provided as part 
of the 2012-13 to 2014-15 Affordable Housing Supply Programme. 

 (S4W-14817) 

Margaret Burgess: In May 2012, we introduced a new three year resource planning system to 
enable councils to plan the delivery of affordable housing more efficiently and effectively. This new 
approach has enabled each council to bring forward strategic local programmes of social and 
affordable housing based on local needs, identified through the Housing Needs and Demand 
Assessment and Local Housing Strategy. Councils will therefore decide upon the size and type of 
housing required to help satisfy these local needs. 

For the period 1 April 2012 to 31 December 2012, a total of 309 specialist housing units for older 
people were provided. During the same period, a total of 61 wheelchair units were provided. Housing 
statistics covering the whole of 2012-13 are not due to be published until 4

 
June 2013. 

 



Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
plans to make funding available to help private landlords to improve their properties. 

 (S4W-14818) 

Margaret Burgess: Owners of private property, including private landlords, are primarily responsible 
under the terms of their title deeds for meeting the cost of any work needed to improve their property. 
Local authorities have broad discretionary powers to assist owners who need help to improve their 
properties. Scottish Government funding to help private sector landlords improve the energy efficiency 
of their properties is available through both SME (small and medium enterprise) Loans and Green 
Homes Cashback schemes offered through Home Energy Scotland who can be contacted on 0800 
512 012. In addition we recently announced our Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for Scotland 
Schemes, which will use £79 million of our funding and leverage for energy company funding to 
support energy efficiency measures to fuel poor areas and households to create potential funding of 
£200 million for energy efficiency measures in Scotland. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what courses 
of action are available to registered social landlords when tenants exhibit persistent antisocial or 
threatening behaviour toward neighbours. 

 (S4W-14819) 

Margaret Burgess: Registered Social Landlords, working with their partners, such as local 
authorities and the police, can use a range of powers to tackle persistent antisocial behaviour. These 
powers can be targeted at the person exhibiting the behaviour, their premises, or other places and can 
include anti-social behaviour orders (ASBOs), closure orders, dispersal notices, seizure of vehicles 
that are being used antisocially, and Fixed Penalty Notices for antisocial behaviour. 

In cases of persistent antisocial or threatening behaviour Registered Social Landlords have powers 
to: apply to the courts for an ASBO; serve a notice on a tenant converting the tenancy to a Short 
Scottish Secure Tenancy, where the tenant or a member of the tenant’s household is subject to an 
ASBO and raise proceedings in court for recovery of possession of the tenancy, the grounds for which 
include cases where the tenant or their household have behaved antisocially to neighbours. 

 
Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 

registered social landlords are able to evict tenants who have been imprisoned as a result of antisocial 
or threatening behaviour and, if so, what steps they are required to take to do so. 

 (S4W-14820) 

Margaret Burgess: Social landlords must obtain a court order before evicting a tenant. They can 
obtain an order on various grounds, which include (amongst others) that the tenant has behaved 
antisocially towards neighbours or been imprisoned for an offence committed in the locality of the 
house. 

Further information around raising proceedings in court for recovery of possession of a tenancy is 
set out in Section 14 of the Housing (Scotland) Act 2001: 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2001/10/section/14. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
responsibilities local authorities have to rehouse people leaving prison after serving a sentence for 
antisocial or threatening behaviour. 

 (S4W-14821) 

Margaret Burgess: If someone considers that they are homeless when released from prison after 
serving a sentence for antisocial behaviour, they can apply to a local authority for assistance. 

The local authority will then determine whether or not the applicant is homeless and whether or not 
they are intentionally or unintentionally homeless. If found to be intentionally homeless then they will 
be entitled to temporary accommodation for a period and provided with advice and assistance to 
enable them to secure accommodation. If found to be unintentionally homeless then they will be 
entitled to settled accommodation. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2001/10/section/14


 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how people 
can appeal a judgement of the Scottish Housing Regulator in relation to a complaint against a 
registered social landlord. 

 (S4W-14822) 

Margaret Burgess: This question relates to operational matters that are the responsibility of the 
Scottish Housing Regulator (SHR). The question has been passed to the SHR who will reply in writing 
to you directly. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-14486 by Margaret Burgess on 8 May 2013, on how many other occasions 
the minister has (a) met and (b) written to a UK minister regarding welfare reform and when. 

 (S4W-14851) 

Margaret Burgess: Scottish Ministers meet with and write to UK Ministers on a regular basis. 

The Minister for Housing and Welfare has met with UK Ministers on three occasions to discuss 
welfare reform. These meetings took place on 19 September 2012, 17 December 2012 and 6 March 
2013. 

The Minister has also written to UK Ministers on: 13 December 2012; 20 December 2012; 9 January 
2013; 10 February 2013; 15 February 2013; 27 February 2013; 26 March 2013; 28 March 2013; 13 
April 2013; and 15 April 2013, in relation to welfare reform matters. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-14488 by Margaret Burgess on 8 May 2013, what the estimated cost is of 
rehousing a homeless (a) family of two adults and two children and (b) single adult. 

 (S4W-14852) 

Margaret Burgess: As explained in the answer to question S4W-14488 on 8 May 2013, total costs 
involved in rehousing homeless households are variable and depending on a range of individual and 
local circumstances. It is not possible for the Scottish Government to produce meaningful estimates of 
national figures on such costs. 

 

Roderick Campbell (North East Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on reports that homeowners are facing increased charges because of the 
requirement for factors to comply with the Property Factors (Scotland) Act 2011. 

 (S4W-14893) 

Margaret Burgess: The Property Factors (Scotland) Act 2011 created a statutory framework to 
provide increased protection for homeowners who use the services of a property factor. 

There is no statutory requirement for any additional costs arising from compliance with the 
legislation to be passed on to clients. Any decision to do so would be for the individual business 
concerned, mindful of the expectations of the factors’ code of conduct in relation to the transparency of 
billing. 

The requirements of regulation are not expected to create a significant burden for property factors 
that already follow good practice. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what processes must 
be followed before opencast coal developers can begin extracting coal. 

 (S4W-15005) 



John Swinney: On a site for the working of minerals of over two hectares, pre-application 
consultation for a period of 12 weeks would be required before a planning application could be 
submitted and considered by a planning authority. 

Environmental impact assessment is mandatory for opencast mines of over 25 hectares. Below 25 
hectares but where screened in for environmental impact assessment, it may be necessary to submit 
an environmental statement supporting a planning application. 

Planning permission from the planning authority is required before opencast coal operators can 
begin extracting coal. Neighbour notification and public advertisement of the application is normally 
part of the process to be followed. 

For an opencast coal site boundary falling within 500 metres from the edge of an existing community 
or sensitive establishment, the application would be notified to Scottish Ministers if the authority is 
minded to grant planning permission. Ministers would then decide whether to call the application in for 
their own determination. Ministers exercise this power sparingly and only where the proposal raises 
issues of national interest. 

Normally a bond to ensure that site restoration can be properly financed is secured by legal 
agreement before planning permission is discharged. 

A licence from the Coal Authority is required for the mining of coal or for the digging and carrying 
away of coal during non-coal mining related activities (incidental coal). 

It may be the case that a Controlled Activities Licence from SEPA is required to protect the water 
environment where diversion of, discharge to, or abstraction from a watercourse is involved. Other 
processes and consents would engage as necessary depending on the natural and built heritage or 
other characteristics of the site. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what powers exist to 
prevent opencast coal developers from beginning work without planning permission being in place. 

 (S4W-15006) 

Derek Mackay: Planning enforcement is the responsibility of the relevant planning authority. Under 
planning legislation a range of powers, including planning contravention notices, temporary stop 
notices, stop notices and enforcement notices exist for planning authorities to deploy in order to 
prevent developers from beginning or continuing work, all as set out in Scottish Government Planning 
Circular 10/2009. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what powers exist, to 
prevent opencast coal developers from continuing to dig for coal when they are in breach of planning 
regulations and local authority stop notices. 

 (S4W-15007) 

Derek Mackay: Sections 144A to 144D of the 1997 Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 
(introduced by the Planning etc. (Scotland) Act 2006) allow a planning authority to issue a temporary 
stop notice which takes effect immediately it is issued and, unlike a stop notice, does not require the 
accompanying issue of an enforcement notice. 

A notice requiring a retrospective planning application may be issued where development requiring 
planning permission is involved. 

Where a temporary stop notice or stop notice has not been complied with, a person breaching the 
notice may be liable to prosecution for a fine of up to £20,000 on conviction. 

Additionally, I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15006 on 28 May 2013. All answers 
to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for 
which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it is aware of 
the work being carried out by an opencast coal developer at the Five Sisters area of West Calder. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 (S4W-15008) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government’s Planning and Architecture Division and, through its 
executive agency Historic Scotland, is aware of works being carried out at the Five Sisters bing. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
the opencast work being carried out in the Five Sisters area of West Calder. 

 (S4W-15009) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government’s position is that under the Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Areas Act 1979, its executive agency Historic Scotland wrote to the company carrying 
out the unauthorised opencast work on 8 May 2013 to halt all works within the Five Sisters scheduled 
area. Additional planning and enforcement issues are a matter for West Lothian Council. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
consider the coordination of regulators in relation to the opencast work being carried out at the Five 
Sisters area of West Calder. 

 (S4W-15010) 

Derek Mackay: Historic Scotland; the Scottish Government’s executive agency charged with 
safeguarding the nation’s historic environment is currently working with West Lothian Council, the 
Police, Scottish Environmental Protection Agency and the Coal Authority to ensure a coordinated 
approach to the range of compliance issues at the Five Sisters. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-13913 by Derek Mackay on 18 April 
2013, what changes have been made to (a) the issuing of planning and energy consents and (b) 
monitoring and enforcement to ensure that the freshwater pearl mussel is protected from the 
environmental impacts of development. 

 (S4W-15016) 

Derek Mackay: Scottish Government online renewables planning advice on hydro schemes (last 
updated in July 2012) states that: 

“Planning authorities should generally encourage developers to appoint Ecological Clerks of Works 

to ensure that agreed designs and construction techniques are followed following planning approval.” 
No other specific changes have been made to (a) planning and energy consents, or (b) monitoring 

or enforcement. 
It is routine practice where a hydro scheme requires an environmental impact assessment that the 

Environmental Statement (ES) should state whether or not appropriately qualified environmental 
scientists or ecologists are to be used as Clerks of Works or in other roles during construction to 
provide specialist advice. Details of emergency procedures to be provided could be identified in the 
ES. 

 
Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 

Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-13914 by Derek Mackay on 18 April 
2013, what action it will take with regard to planning authorities that fail to ensure that planning 
conditions are adequate to protect the freshwater pearl mussel. 

 (S4W-15017) 

Derek Mackay: The processing of planning applications, including the attachment of conditions and 
their enforcement, is a matter for the planning authority for the area. Ministers would seek to intervene 
in a particular application only where issues of national importance that could not be overcome were 
involved. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-13915 by Derek Mackay on 18 April 



2013, what action is taken when planning authorities fail to take appropriate action to protect the 
freshwater pearl mussel. 

 (S4W-15018) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government expects a partnership approach between planning 
authorities, its agencies Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) and the Scottish Environment Protection 
Agency (SEPA) and others as regulators to provide the necessary actions. The member is also 
referred to the answers previously given to S4W-14153 on 1 May 2013 and S4W-13923 on 17 April 
2013. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to the supplementary to question S4O-01961 by Nicola Sturgeon on 27 March 
2013 (Official Report, c. 18322), when the cabinet secretary will provide the information. 

 (S4W-15032) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I wrote to the member on 18 May 2013 providing the information requested. 

Health and Social Care 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what information 
it has on cancer patients going elsewhere in the UK for treatment. 

 (S4W-14826) 

Alex Neil: Centrally National Services Division, a Division of NHS National Services Scotland, 
manages the funding of cross border specialist healthcare services on behalf of NHS Scotland. 

The number of cancer referrals going elsewhere in the UK to access treatment is small and mainly 
relate to those patients with eye tumours accessing low intensity proton beam radiotherapy at 
Clatterbridge Cancer Centre NHS Trust. 

There is also a shared cross-border process in place for all other cancer referrals to access other 
specialist cancer treatment elsewhere in the UK. 

The Scottish Government does not collect information on patients who relocate to England to seek 
alternative cancer treatment without referral. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is 
taking to improve follow-up care for cancer patients. 

 (S4W-14827) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government is launching the “Transforming Care after Treatment 
Programme” soon. The overall aim is to ensure that people diagnosed with cancer are prepared for 
and supported to live with the consequences of the diagnosis and its treatment. 

 

Malcolm Chisholm (Edinburgh Northern and Leith) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what steps are being taken to raise awareness of the symptoms of cervical cancer. 

 (S4W-14891) 

Alex Neil: Through the Detect Cancer Early Programme, the Scottish Government raises public 
awareness of both screening programmes and the early signs and symptoms of cancer to encourage 
people to seek help earlier. 

Although the Detect Cancer Early Programme will initially concentrate on lung, bowel and breast 
cancer, this initiative is fully expected to raise awareness of all cancers amongst the public and health 
practitioners, and crucially, save more lives every year. Also as part of the Detect Cancer Early 
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Programme, the Scottish Government will be working with GPs to promote earlier referral or 
investigation of patients who might have cancer. 

Cervical Screening Awareness Week (9-15 June 2013) will provide further opportunities to raise 
awareness of the importance of cervical screening. We plan to work with Jo’s Cervical Cancer Trust to 
increase public awareness about cervical screening and the importance of early detection. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what criteria apply 
for the appointment of a chairperson to a NHS board. 

 (S4W-14969) 

Alex Neil: The criteria for appointing a chairperson to a NHS board vary, depending on the 
challenges and needs of the recruiting board. The skills of leadership, organisational change, strategy 
development and improvement alongside ensuring effective performance are most commonly used as 
the basis of assessment. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether there is a 
requirement for someone to live or work in a NHS board area in order to be appointed as chairperson 
of that board. 

 (S4W-14970) 

Alex Neil: Yes. All territorial NHS boards require applicants to live or work within the NHS board 
area. Special health boards require applicants to live or work within Scotland. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing knew the current chairperson of NHS Lothian prior to his 
appointment. 

 (S4W-14971) 

Alex Neil: The first contact I had with Mr Houston was during the process of finalising my decision 
on the appointment of the new chairperson of NHS Lothian. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what specific 
knowledge and understanding of the NHS the current chairperson of NHS Lothian has. 

 (S4W-14972) 

Alex Neil: During the appointment process Mr Houston had to demonstrate an understanding of 
what the residents of Edinburgh and the Lothians expect of Lothian NHS board. Mr Houston is 
currently undertaking a full induction programme that will see him meet senior Scottish Government 
officials, board members and senior management within NHS Lothian. 

Learning and Justice 

 Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the level three funding streams for each Scottish Funding Council (a) 
further and (b) higher education programme (i) have been in each year since 2006, and (ii) will be in 
each of the next two years. 

 (S4W-14847) 

Michael Russell: The level three funding streams for the Scottish Funding Council’s (SFC) further 
and higher education programmes are publicly available through the Scottish Budget documents from 
2006 onwards: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/Finance/18127/Documents 

Information is also provided on adjustments to the SFC’s further education programme by the 
Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning’s letter to the Education and Culture 
Committee on 23 October 2012: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_LocalGovernmentandRegenerationCommittee/Meeting%20Pape
rs/EC_Meeting_papers_20121023.pdf 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/Finance/18127/Documents
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The Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable Growth also gave a commitment 
to provide additional funding for the SFC FE programme during his 2013-14 budget announcement, on 
6 February 2013: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=7732 

The answer to question S4W-14615 on 2 May 2013 makes clear that the £10 million of additional 
college funding for 2013-14, announced on 6 February 2013, has now been found from 2012-13 
Scottish Government underspend, full details of which will be published within the Scottish 
Government accounts in due course. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
Police Scotland (a) officers and (b) staff will be deployed at the G8 summit in Northern Ireland and 
who will pay the cost of their deployment. 

 (S4W-14895) 

Kenny MacAskill: The number of Police Scotland officers and staff to be deployed at the G8 
summit is an operational matter for the Chief Constable and the Scottish Government does not hold 
this information. Arrangements will be put in place for the Scottish Police Authority to be reimbursed 
for the costs of this deployment. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what types 
of specialist Police Scotland (a) officers and (b) staff will be deployed at the G8 summit in Northern 
Ireland. 

 (S4W-14896) 

Kenny MacAskill: This is an operational matter for the Chief Constable. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
costs of back-filling for the Police Scotland (a) officers and (b) staff deployed at the G8 summit in 
Northern Ireland will be met in full and, if so, by whom. 

 (S4W-14898) 

Kenny MacAskill: Arrangements will be put in place for the Scottish Police Authority to be 
reimbursed for the cost of officers and staff deployed at the G8 summit. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assurances it can give that (a) efficient policing and (b) the safety of communities will not be 
compromised as a result of Police Scotland officers and staff being deployed at the G8 summit in 
Northern Ireland. 

 (S4W-14899) 

Kenny MacAskill: This is an operational matter for the Chief Constable. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
Police Scotland helicopter will be deployed to the G8 summit in Northern Ireland. 

 (S4W-14900) 

Kenny MacAskill: This is an operational matter for the Chief Constable. 
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John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
Police Scotland officers deployed at the G8 summit in Northern Ireland will be using armoured 
vehicles and, if so, who owns those vehicles. 

 (S4W-14901) 

Kenny MacAskill: This is an operational matter for the Chief Constable. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
armoured vehicles have been stored at the Scottish Police College in the last 12 months. 

 (S4W-14902) 

Kenny MacAskill: This is an operational matter for the Chief Constable. The Scottish Government 
does not hold this information. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether an 
assessment has been made of any reputational damage to Police Scotland of (a) storing armoured 
vehicles at the Scottish Police College and (b) having officers and staff deployed in armoured vehicles. 

 (S4W-14903) 

Kenny MacAskill: This is an operational matter for the Chief Constable. The Scottish Government 
does not hold this information. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
armoured vehicles Police Scotland owns. 

 (S4W-14904) 

Kenny MacAskill: This is an operational matter for the Chief Constable. The Scottish Government 
does not hold this information. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
Police Scotland and its predecessors have bought additional equipment for the G8 summit in Northern 
Ireland and, if so, what equipment; who sanctioned the purchase; what the cost was, and who the 
suppliers were. 

 (S4W-14905) 

Kenny MacAskill: This is an operational matter for the Chief Constable. The Scottish Government 
does not hold this information. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assurances it can give about the safety of Police Scotland officers and staff (a) travelling to and from 
and (b) while on deployment at the G8 summit in Northern Ireland. 

 (S4W-14906) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government understands that all UK forces providing mutual aid to 
G8 have undergone training on the different policing tactics used in Northern Ireland. Further 
information on this is an operational matter for the Chief constable. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assurances it can give that Police Scotland officers and staff will have adequate radio communications 
while travelling to and from and while on deployment at the G8 summit in Northern Ireland. 

 (S4W-14907) 

Kenny MacAskill: This is an operational matter for the Chief Constable. 



 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
additional training Police Scotland officers to be deployed at the G8 summit in Northern Ireland have 
been given and by whom. 

 (S4W-14908) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government understands that all UK forces providing mutual aid to 
G8 have undergone training on the different policing tactics used in Northern Ireland. Further 
information on this is an operational matter for the Chief constable. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government under 
whose direction Police Scotland (a) officers and (b) staff deployed at the G8 summit in Northern 
Ireland will work. 

 (S4W-14909) 

Kenny MacAskill: Policing of the G8 Summit will be under the direction and control of PSNI Chief 
Constable Matt Baggot. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assurances it can give that Police Scotland officers and staff will not be subject to any operational 
direction by, nor participate in joint patrols with, (a) the UK military and (b) private security firms while 
deployed at the G8 summit in Northern Ireland. 

 (S4W-14910) 

Kenny MacAskill: This is an operational matter for the Chief Constable. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assurances it can give that Police Scotland officers and staff deployed at the G8 summit in Northern 
Ireland will not be subject to litigation due to any lack of knowledge of Northern Irish law. 

 (S4W-14912) 

Kenny MacAskill: This is an operational matter for the Chief Constable. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assurances it can give that the safety of Police Scotland officers and staff deployed at the G8 summit 
in Northern Ireland will not be compromised if the threat level increases. 

 (S4W-14913) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government understands that the Scottish Police Federation met 
the Association of Chief Police Officers to ensure relevant training and risk assessments are carried 
out to protect their members. Further information on this is an operational matter for the Chief 
Constable. 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with the UK Government about policing the G8 summit in Northern Ireland. 

 (S4W-14914) 

Kenny MacAskill: Officials had discussions with their counterparts about the mechanism for 
reimbursing the Scottish Police Authority for the cost of the deployment of Police Scotland officers and 
staff at the G8 Summit. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government when it will 
publish the written national guidance on Gaelic medium education referred to in paragraph 2.2.4 of the 
2011 HMIE Report, Gaelic Education: Building on the successes, addressing the barriers. 



 (S4W-14926) 

Alasdair Allan: I refer the member to the answer to the Supplementary question given to S4O-
02073 on 2 May 2013. The answer to the oral parliamentary question is available on the parliaments 
website, the official report can be viewed at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=8118. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
the priority given to early years development in the National Gaelic Language Plan 2012-17, what 
plans it has to address the reported lack of qualified staff available for Gaelic pre-school education. 

 (S4W-14927) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government is working closely with Bòrd na Gàidhlig to identify key 
action areas. Bòrd na Gàidhlig has established a Gaelic Early Years Working Group to develop a 
strategy for Gaelic early years. The group will provide a report and recommendations later this year 
which will address this issue. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
plans are for the long-term future of the birth to three sectors in Gaelic. 

 (S4W-14928) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government wants to see this sector expand. Bòrd na Gàidhlig has 
established a Gaelic Early Years Strategy Group and the group is expected to provide a report and 
recommendations later this year. The group has noted the recent early years progress in terms of 
support for and growth in the Gaelic early years sector and will want to see an expansion of provision 
and stronger links between Gaelic in the home and Gaelic in early years centres in the years ahead. 
The Scottish Government will carefully examine the group’s findings and work with Bòrd na Gàidhlig to 
support and develop the birth to three sector. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it ensures that 
modern apprenticeships are shaped and influenced by growth sectors 

 (S4W-14951) 

Angela Constance: Sector Skills Councils (SSCs) are responsible for developing Modern 
Apprenticeship (MA) Frameworks and the underpinning National Occupational Standards to meet the 
needs of their respective industries. MA Frameworks are approved for delivery in Scotland by the 
independent Modern Apprenticeship Group (MAG) which encourages SSCs to present robust 
frameworks, for which there is evidence of demand and which respond to the needs of their sectors. 

Skills Development Scotland (SDS) is responsible for contracting for the delivery of Modern 
Apprenticeships in Scotland. SDS works closely with SSCs to articulate demand from employers and 
industry experts through Skills Investment Plans (SIPs). SIPs provide information on the skills 
demands from growth sectors as set out in the Government Economic Strategy. This includes demand 
for and uptake of MAs, and as a result SIPs are one of the pieces of evidence used to inform the SDS 
contracting strategy for MAs. MA Frameworks which support growth sectors are prioritised within the 
SDS contracting strategy. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what meetings the 
Minister for Youth Employment has had with sector skills councils, broken down by (a) date, (b) issues 
discussed and (c) attendees. 

 (S4W-14952) 

Angela Constance: The Minister for Youth Employment has had meetings with Sector Skills 
Councils (SSCs) as follows: 

8 March 2012: Improve (Jack Matthews, Kelvin Thomson), People 1
st
 (Brian Wisdom, David Allen) 

and SEMTA (Brian Humphrey) (also attending was Simon Perryman of the UK Commission for 
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Employment and Skills).To discuss how the work being taken forward by these SSCs could contribute 
to the Scottish Government’s youth employment agenda. 

19 April 2012: Construction Skills (Graeme Ogilvie). To discuss the possibility of a joint-investment in 
the construction sector. 

14 June 2012: Asset Skills (Tim Pogson) (also attending was Najimee Parveen of Path Scotland). 
To discuss a proposal to address under-representation of BME individuals in National Training 
Programmes. 

16 August 2012: SEMTA (Brian Humphrey, James Lynch, Stewart McKinley), at the inaugural 
meeting of the Forum for Advanced Manufacturing and Engineering Skills, also attended by 
representatives of some 16 companies form the advanced manufacturing and engineering sector, 
Scottish Enterprise and Skills Development Scotland. To discuss proposals for the Forum and skills 
issues in the sector. 

13 December 2012: Creative and Cultural Skills (Ronnie Gurr and Norah Campbell). To discuss 
apprenticeships in their sector (The Minister also launched CC Skills’ National Skills Academy on 1 
November 2012). 

In addition, the following SSCs were amongst the organisations represented at the National 
Economic Forum meeting which the Minister attended on 1 February 2012 to discuss the Scottish 
Government’s strategic priorities on youth employment:  
Construction Skills (Graeme Ogilvie); Energy and Utility Skills (Jim Brown); and Improve (Kelvin 
Thomson). 

 
Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many one-to-

one interviews Skills Development Scotland has carried out with young people categorised as amber 
by the My World of Work initiative. 

 (S4W-14956) 

Angela Constance: This is an operational matter for Skills Development Scotland and they have 
been asked to respond directly. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many contact 
centres are operated by Skills Development Scotland and how many centres there will be in 2014. 

 (S4W-14957) 

Angela Constance: This is an operational matter for Skills Development Scotland and they have 
been asked to respond directly. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the full-time 
equivalent figure is for Skills Development Scotland staff in schools. 

 (S4W-14964) 

Angela Constance: This is an operational matter for Skills Development Scotland and they have 
been asked to respond directly. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the statement by Richard Lochhead on 12 March 2013 (Official Report, c. 17558), how many 
meetings of the Still Hungry for Success working group have been held; who attended; what issues 
were discussed, and what future meetings are planned. 

 (S4W-14967) 

Alasdair Allan: The Still Hungry for Success working group met for the first time on 14 March 2013 
and again on 8 May 2013. 

The following table shows working group membership and attendance: 



Name Organisation 14 March 
2013 

8 May 
2013 

Hugh Fraser (chair) 
Association of Directors of Education 

Scotland (ADES) 
attended attended 

Bill Kennedy 
Association of Service Solutions in 

Scotland (ASSIST) 
attended attended 

Jackie Brock Children in Scotland attended apologies 

Heather Peace Food Standards Agency attended attended 

Andrew Kennedy Association of Public Service Excellence attended attended 

Julia McCreadie Cordia attended attended 

Lisa Pierotti Glasgow CC (Secondary HT) attended apologies 

Tania Mackie Highland Council (Primary HT) attended attended 

Shirley Beattie Education Scotland attended apologies 

Lesley Kirkwood Education Scotland apologies attended 

Kathy Cameron Convention of Scottish Local Authorities attended attended 

James Withers Scotland Food and Drink apologies apologies 

Claire Hislop NHS Health Scotland attended attended 

Veronica McAleaney Scottish Government Procurement Policy attended attended 

Hugh Carr 
Scotland Excel 

not yet a 
member 

attended 

Iain Ellis 
National Parents Forum 

not yet a 
member 

attended 

Bill Scott-Watson Scottish Government Learning attended attended 

Lyndsey Fogg Scottish Government Learning attended attended 

Robin Gourlay Scottish Government Food and Drink attended attended 

At the first meeting the group discussed progress since Hungry for Success launched in 2003, existing 
successes, challenges and barriers in relation to school food provision and education. 
At the second meeting, following informal consultation by group members with their stakeholder 
groups, discussion centred on the potential structure and scope of the guidance document. 
The working group plan to meet again on 5 June 2013, 14 August 2013 and 5 September 2013. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what it is doing to ensure that primary school pupils are encouraged to (a) learn 
and (b) enjoy maths and sciences. 

 (S4W-14973) 

Alasdair Allan: One of the design principles of Curriculum for Excellence is that young people 
experience challenge and enjoyment in their learning, across all subjects. Teaching approaches for 
both science and maths will enable learning that is both stimulating and engaging. Education Scotland 
are working with a range of partners and teachers from across Scotland to support this by developing 
resources and facilitating sharing of practice. 

These resources include STEM Central, which offers learner journeys based in real-life contexts for 
primary teachers to draw on. The Scottish Government is also supporting the Scottish Schools 
Education Research Centre (SSERC) to deliver a programme for primary teachers which will develop 
their confidence and skills in teaching science through practical lessons. 

Education Scotland published a Scottish Survey of Literacy and Numeracy (SSLN) Professional 
Learning Resource in October 2012. It provided details of learners’ strengths and areas for 



improvement in numeracy from the sample survey results, and associated advice and guidance to 
inform teaching practice. This was followed by the delivery of SSLN Improving Numeracy engagement 
days during February and March 2013, with an event on developing local authority numeracy 
strategies taking place in June 2013. 

The use of real-life contexts in learning helps enthuse learners about Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) career pathways and the STEM Central resource offers a 
section on careers to help teachers build their own awareness of the types of jobs available. The direct 
engagement of industry and other partners with schools also helps to raise learners’ awareness of 
relevant careers. This includes the STEMNET STEM Ambassador programme which provides 
opportunities for young people to hear directly from those working in STEM jobs. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how it assesses the success of the Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) Ambassadors programme. 

 (S4W-14974) 

Alasdair Allan: The STEM Ambassadors programme is funded by the UK Government and run by 
STEMNET, a UK-wide charity that promotes STEM to schools. Four organisations in Scotland: 
Science Connects, Global Science, Dundee Science Centre and a University of the Highlands and 
Islands/Highlands and Islands and Enterprise partnership are contracted by STEMNET to run the 
STEM Ambassador programme in Scotland. As an initiative that encourages scientists and engineers 
to work with schools, the STEM Ambassadors scheme is to be welcomed. However, questions relating 
to its performance are a matter for STEMNET and not the Scottish Government. 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-14801 
S4W-14811 
S4W-14812 
S4W-14813 
S4W-14848 

 


