
Friday 31 May 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Governance and Communities 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-14486 by Margaret Burgess on 8 May 2013, on how many other occasions 
the minister has (a) met and (b) written to a UK minister regarding welfare reform and when. 

 (S4W-14851) 

The following corrected answer was issued on 31 May 2013 

Margaret Burgess: Scottish Ministers meet with and write to UK Ministers on a regular basis. 

The Minister for Housing and Welfare has met with UK Ministers on three occasions to discuss 
welfare reform. These meetings took place on 19 September 2012, 17 December 2012 and 6 March 
2013. 

The Minister has also written to UK Ministers on: 13 December 2012; 20 December 2012; 9 January 
2013; 10 February 2013; 15 February 2013; 27 February 2013; 26 March 2013; 28 March 2013; 15 
April 2013; and 23 May 2013 in relation to welfare reform matters. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what independent advisors have been involved in the (a) creation and (b) calculation of the road 
equivalent tariff scheme. 

 (S4W-14944) 

Keith Brown: Halcrow Group Ltd and MVA Consultancy Ltd have been involved in providing 
independent advice to the Scottish Government in the creation and calculation of the RET scheme.  

Halcrow Group Ltd were commissioned by the Scottish Government and prepared the following 
reports: 

Road Equivalent Tariff Study – Stage 1 Phase 1 Report – October 2007 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/935/0061363.pdf 
Road Equivalent Tariff Study – Stage 1 Phase 2 Report – February 2008 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/935/0061364.pdf  
Road Equivalent Tariff Study – Stage 1 Phase 3 Report – Impact Analysis – February 2008 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/935/0061365.pdf 
Road Equivalent Tariff Study – Stage 1 Phase 4 Report – Pilot Study – February 2008 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/935/0061366.pdf 
Assessment of the Road Equivalent Tariff Pilot – July 2011 
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/files/documents/water/ferries/Assessment_of_the_Impacts_of_t

he_RET_Pilot_-_Final_Report.pdf  
MVA Consultancy Ltd were commissioned by the Scottish Government and prepared the following 

report; 

Impact of the Removal of RET Fares from Commercial Vehicles on The Western Isles, Coll and 
Tiree – May 2013 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/strategy-and-research/publications-and-consultations/j264768-
00.htm. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many road equivalent tariff fares have been collected on each ferry route in each year since the 
scheme began. 

 (S4W-14946) 

Keith Brown: Road Equivalent Tariff (RET) for all carrying types was introduced as a pilot on routes 
to the Western Isles, Coll and Tiree on 19 October 2008. RET for larger commercial vehicles was 
however, withdrawn from April 2012. RET was continued for passengers, cars, small commercial 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/935/0061363.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/935/0061364.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/935/0061365.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/935/0061366.pdf
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/files/documents/water/ferries/Assessment_of_the_Impacts_of_the_RET_Pilot_-_Final_Report.pdf
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/files/documents/water/ferries/Assessment_of_the_Impacts_of_the_RET_Pilot_-_Final_Report.pdf
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/strategy-and-research/publications-and-consultations/j264768-00.htm
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vehicles and coaches on this route on a permanent basis. RET was rolled out as a pilot to Islay, 
Colonsay and Gigha from October 2012. 

The annual carrying statistics split by passenger and type of vehicle on a route by route basis are 
available on the CalMac Ferries Limited website. The information can be accessed by following the 
attached link  

http://www.calmac.co.uk/corporate-calmac/carrying-statistics.htm. 

Learning and Justice 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the implications are for (a) borrowing by the college sector, (b) learners, (c) planned capital 
programmes in the college sector, (d) procurement in the college sector, (e) charitable status in the 
college sector, (f) college governance, (g) access to the European Social Fund, (h) capital funding and 
investment, (i) commercial income, (j) UK-wide activity, (k) international activity, (l) cash reserves and 
(m) colleges that are not incorporated as a result of the decision of the Office for National Statistics to 
reclassify colleges as part of central government in Scotland. 

 (S4W-14991) 

Michael Russell: The implications of the decision of the Office for National Statistics to reclassify 
colleges as part of central government in Scotland are as follows; 

(a) Borrowing - Consolidated Budgeting Guidance, available at: 

http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/d/consolidated_budgeting_guidance_201314.pdf 

sets out the treatment of borrowing for central government sponsored bodies at chapter 9. Scottish 
Ministers are committed to working with colleges to minimise the impact on Scottish budgets from this 
change whilst maintaining any planned investment funded from borrowing. 

(b) Learners – none. We set out our ambitions for improving the Post 16 education system for our 
learners in 2011 through Putting Learners at the Centre. Those ambitions remain following 
reclassification. 

(c) Planned Capital Programmes in the college sector – Ministers are committed to working with 
colleges to maintain their current capital investment plans. Ministers have already taken steps to 
mitigate any risks to the affordability of the three college NPD projects, by ensuring the continued use 
of accumulated reserves for the purpose defined within their business cases.  

(d) Procurement – none. We do not expect reclassification to have an impact on procurement. 
Colleges are already subject to EU Procurement Directives and would continue to be so when 
reclassified as central government bodies. 

(e) Charitable status – none. Reclassification will have no impact on the charitable status of the 
affected colleges. 

(f) College governance – none. Existing arrangements and our plans set out in the Post-16 
Education (Scotland) Bill currently before the Scottish Parliament are unaffected by reclassification.  

(g) Access to European Structural Funds (ESF) – none. We do not expect reclassification to have an 
impact on colleges’ ability to access ESF.  

(h) Capital funding and investment – none. Ministers will maintain previously announced levels of 
capital funding and investment to colleges. 

(i) Commercial income – none. Reclassification does not impact on colleges’ ability to secure 
commercial income. 

(j) UK wide activity – none. We do not expect reclassification to have an impact on UK wide activity 
undertaken by the affected colleges. 

(k) International activity – none. We do not expect reclassification to have an impact on international 
activity undertaken by the affected colleges. 

(l) Reserves - Consolidated Budgeting Guidance sets out the treatment of reserves for central 
government sponsored bodies at chapter 9. Ministers are committed to working with colleges to find 
ways of mitigating the impact of the change on deployment of reserves. 

http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/d/consolidated_budgeting_guidance_201314.pdf


(m) Unincorporated colleges – none. The Office for National Statistics classification decision relates 
only to incorporated colleges. 

 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the conclusions were of its consultation, A Consultation on the Revision of the 
Scottish Government Practical Fire Safety Guidance for Care Homes and the Quality Assurance of 
Persons Who Offer Risk Assessment Services, and when they will be published. 

 (S4W-15033) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The conclusions of the consultation on the revision of care home 
guidance and fire risk assessment quality assurance was published in October 2012 and is available 
on the Scottish Government (SG) website at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0040/00404351.pdf. The revised version of the care home 
guidance is due to be published this summer. 

The existing sector specific guidance for care homes is currently available on the SGFirelaw web 
pages along with general fire safety guidance/advice at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Justice/public-safety/Fire-Rescue/FireLaw.   

The Scottish Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS) also provide advice to care home duty-holders, on 
request, on: how to prevent fires; restrict spread; and the means of escape in the event of fire. 
However, it is also proactive in carrying out fire safety audits in care homes.  

To help duty-holders to consider the competence of fire risk assessors (individuals or companies), 
the SGFirelaw web pages provide a link to guidance issued by the Fire Risk Assessment Competency 
Council (FRACC) (hosted on the Fire Sector Federation website). Information is also given about the 
benefit of third party certification of fire protection services. There are no plans to make it compulsory 
for fire risk assessors to be registered or certificated under fire safety law or to require assessors to 
provide evidence of their competence to care home duty-holders, but SGFirelaw guidance 
recommends that duty-holders check their competence. Registration schemes do exist for 
companies/persons carrying out fire risk assessments and details of such schemes are featured in the 
FRACC guidance. The Scottish Government has not had any formal or detailed discussions with the 
SFRS, since it was formed on 1 April 2013, about reviewing the competency of fire risk assessors. 

The Scottish Government does not plan to compel fire risk assessors to provide a certificate, or 
report the issuing of one to the SFRS. The fact that a risk assessment has been carried out is not a 
confirmation that the level of fire safety in a premises is adequate. 

Care home duty-holders have a legal obligation to record the significant findings and certain other 
information relating to the assessment of risk in the premises. This record could be provided, in whole 
or in part, by an external assessor under contract. However, duty-holders must be able to make risk 
assessment information available for the inspection of the SFRS as the “enforcing authority”. The 
Scottish Government has no plans to require records to be otherwise displayed, permanently, on the 
premises. 

 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what advice is made available to care home dutyholders to ensure fire safety in the 
premises for which they are responsible. 

 (S4W-15034) 

Roseanna Cunningham: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15033 on 31 May 
2013. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the 
search facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what advice is made available to assist care home dutyholders to check the competence 
of companies that provide (a) fire protection services and (b) fire risk assessments. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0040/00404351.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Justice/public-safety/Fire-Rescue/FireLaw
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 (S4W-15035) 

Roseanna Cunningham: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15033 on 31 May 
2013. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the 
search facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will require care home dutyholders to check the competence of fire protection 
companies through the use of third party certification schemes. 

 (S4W-15036) 

Roseanna Cunningham: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15033 on 31 May 
2013. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the 
search facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it has had with the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service regarding the 
competence of fire risk assessors. 

 (S4W-15037) 

Roseanna Cunningham: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15033 on 31 May 
2013. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the 
search facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what advice is available to assist care home dutyholders to check the competence of fire 
risk assessors. 

 (S4W-15038) 

Roseanna Cunningham: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15033 on 31 May 
2013. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the 
search facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what schemes exist to allow fire risk assessors to demonstrate their competence. 

 (S4W-15039) 

Roseanna Cunningham: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15033 on 31 May 
2013. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the 
search facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it plans to require fire risk assessors to demonstrate their competence. 

 (S4W-15040) 

Roseanna Cunningham: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15033 on 31 May 
2013. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the 
search facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it plans to require fire risk assessors to provide evidence of their competence to 
care home dutyholders before carrying out work for them. 

 (S4W-15042) 

Roseanna Cunningham: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15033 on 31 May 
2013. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the 
search facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will require fire risk assessors to provide care home dutyholders with a fire risk 
assessment compliance certificate and to report the issuing of the certificate to the Scottish Fire and 
Rescue Service. 

 (S4W-15043) 

Roseanna Cunningham: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15033 on 31 May 
2013. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the 
search facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it plans to require care home dutyholders to display fire risk assessment 
certificates in premises for which they are responsible. 

 (S4W-15044) 

Roseanna Cunningham: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15033 on 31 May 
2013. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the 
search facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-14017 by Humza Yousaf on 25 April 2013, whether ministers 
have provided specific guidance to officials on dealing with ministers and officials from the 
Government of Qatar in addition to the Civil Service Code and, if so, whether such guidance includes 
reference to the imprisonment of the poet, Mohammed al-Ajami. 

 (S4W-14978) 

Humza Yousaf: I refer back to my answer to question S4W-14017. Officials adhere to the Civil 
Service Code when engaging with government officials from other countries. No specific guidance to 
officials on dealing with ministers and officials from the Government of Qatar and reference to the 
imprisonment of the poet, Mohammed al-Ajami has been issued.  

The Scottish Government’s International Framework recognises that, as a good global citizen, 
Scotland has a strong and enduring commitment to securing democracy, the rule of law and 
fundamental human rights across the world. We expect all states to comply with international and 
human rights law, and we condemn human rights abuses wherever they occur. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-14020 by Humza Yousaf on 25 April 2013, whether ministers 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


have set out parameters to officials on discussion of the imprisonment of the poet, Mohammed al-
Ajami, with ministers and officials from the Government of Qatar. 

 (S4W-14979) 

Humza Yousaf: No parameters have been set out by Ministers for officials regarding their 
discussion of the imprisonment of the poet, Mohammed al-Ajami with ministers and officials from the 
Government of Qatar. The Scottish Government’s International Framework recognises that, as a good 
global citizen, Scotland has a strong and enduring commitment to securing democracy, the rule of law 
and fundamental human rights across the world. We expect all states to comply with international and 
human rights law, and we condemn human rights abuses wherever they occur. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-14018 by Humza Yousaf on 25 April 2013, whether ministers 
have been updated on dialogue between Scottish Government officials and officials and ministers 
from the Government of Qatar in the last six months and, if so, whether such updates have included 
discussion of the imprisonment of the poet, Mohammed al-Ajami. 

 (S4W-14980) 

Humza Yousaf: Officials from the Scottish Government were in contact with officials and ministers 
from the Government of Qatar in November and December 2012 to make the necessary logistical 
arrangements for the Minister’s meeting with His Excellency Mr Khalid Rashid Al-Mansouri KCVO, 
Qatar Embassy in London. Following this, officials have been in contact with the Qatar Embassy in 
London in April and May. The focus of these discussions has been the preparations for the Minister’s 
attendance at the Doha Form 20 – 22 May. No updates have included reference to the imprisonment 
of poet, Mohammed al-Ajami. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-14019 by Humza Yousaf on 25 April 2013, whether the 
imprisonment of the poet, Mohammed al-Ajami, has arisen in dialogue with the Government of Qatar. 

 (S4W-14981) 

Humza Yousaf: Further to the answer to S4W-14019 I can confirm that the imprisonment of the 
poet, Mohammed al-Ajami has not arisen in dialogue with the Government of Qatar. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-14021 by Humza Yousaf on 25 April 2013, whether it will 
consider new guidance for officials dealing with the Government of Qatar to encourage discussion of 
the imprisonment of the poet, Mohammed al-Ajami. 

 (S4W-14982) 

Humza Yousaf: We have no plans to issue new guidance at this stage for officials dealing with the 
Government of Qatar to encourage discussion of the imprisonment of the poet, Mohammed al-Ajami. 

The Scottish Government’s International Framework recognises that, as a good global citizen, 
Scotland has a strong and enduring commitment to securing democracy, the rule of law and 
fundamental human rights across the world. We expect all states to comply with international and 
human rights law, and we condemn human rights abuses wherever they occur. 

Transport Scotland 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what numerical formula it uses to calculate the road equivalent tariff and when it was first used. 

 (S4W-14935) 

Keith Brown: The road equivalent tariff (RET) formula for a car is a fixed element of £5.00 plus a 
rate of £0.80 per mile. For foot passengers the RET fare is a fixed element of £2.00 plus £0.13 per 
mile.  



This current formula was first used for the roll out of RET to Islay, Colonsay and Gigha in October 
2012. The intention is to update the formula annually in line with the cost of travel and to apply the 
formula at the start of each summer timetable period. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what (a) car, (b) passenger, (c) driver and (d) pence per mile fares it uses to calculate the road 
equivalent tariff. 

 (S4W-14936) 

Keith Brown: The road equivalent tariff (RET) fare for a car is calculated by a fixed element of 
£5.00 plus a rate per mile of £0.80. 

A driver and any passengers will be charged as foot passengers. For foot passengers the RET fare 
is a fixed element of £2.00 plus £0.13 per mile. 

The fixed cost element of the fare is designed to offset the elements on each route such as the costs 
of maintaining harbour infrastructure at each end of the route and the cost of maintaining the vessel. 

As noted in the Ferries Plan, published in December 2012, the RET formula will be updated annually 
in line with the cost of travel. 

The Scottish Ferry Services: Ferries Plan (2013 – 2022) can be found at: 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/strategy-and-research/publications-and-consultations/j254579-
00.htm. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what information it has on what the 10 most commonly driven cars in Scotland are, expressed as a 
percentage, and how much it costs per mile to drive them. 

 (S4W-14937) 

Keith Brown: No information is held by the Scottish Government on the most commonly driven cars 
or the associated cost per mile to drive them. 

Information on the 10 most popular new cars sold is available from Table 1.11 of Scottish Transport 
Statistics No 31: 2012 Edition. This table can be accessed by following the attached link: 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/strategy-and-research/publications-and-consultations/j251205-
026.htm. 

Information on vehicle running costs by type and size of engine is available from the RAC and is 
provided in the following link: 

http://www.emmerson-hill.co.uk/downloads/Motoring_Costs_April_2012.pdf. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the equivalent road distance is, expressed in miles, for each ferry crossing used in road 
equivalent tariff calculations. 

 (S4W-14938) 

Keith Brown: The information requested is set out in the following table. 

Routes Miles 

Tayinloan - Gigha 2.5 

Uig (Skye) - Tarbert (Harris)/Lochmaddy (North Uist) 29.2 

Kennacraig - Islay 32.3 

Oban - Colonsay 36.6 

Ullapool - Stornoway (Lewis) 52.2 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/strategy-and-research/publications-and-consultations/j254579-00.htm
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/strategy-and-research/publications-and-consultations/j254579-00.htm
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/strategy-and-research/publications-and-consultations/j251205-026.htm
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/strategy-and-research/publications-and-consultations/j251205-026.htm
http://www.emmerson-hill.co.uk/downloads/Motoring_Costs_April_2012.pdf


Routes Miles 

Oban - Coll/Tiree 59.7 

Oban - Castlebay (Barra)/Lochboisdale (South Uist) N/A* 

 

Note: *For this route the mileage was not used to calculate the fare level, which would have resulted in 
higher fare levels. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it received the Advertising Standards Authority findings relating to the road equivalent tariff 
(RET) and when CalMac Ferries Ltd's additional clarifying information about RET was or will be made 
publically available in CalMac Ferries Ltds advertising. 

 (S4W-14939) 

Keith Brown: Transport Scotland and CalMac Ferries Limited corresponded with the Advertising 
Standards Authority (ASA) regarding CalMac’s advertising of RET between March and May 2013. 

ASA wrote to CalMac on the 15 March 2013. The case was transferred to Transport Scotland who 
replied to ASA on 16 April 2013. ASA responded with recommendations on 8 May 2013. 

Following the ASA recommendations, CalMac Ferries Limited made ASA aware of their plans and 
updated their website and templates for printed versions of the Explore magazine. These updates 
provided more explanatory information about RET to CalMac’s customers.  

ASA replied to CalMac, copying in Transport Scotland, on 13 May 2013 confirming that they will 
close their file on the complaint following the completion of the planned changes.  

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much the fixed element of the road equivalent tariff formula costs each driver on each crossing 
and how much the annual fixed costs are that this element is aimed at offsetting. 

 (S4W-14940) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-14936 on 31 May 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it calculates the drivers’ fare element of the road equivalent tariff that is based on “other public 
transport modes in Scotland”, given that individual bus and train fares can vary considerably. 

 (S4W-14941) 

Keith Brown: Halcrow Group Limited’s “Phase 1 Stage 2 Report” published in February 2008, 
calculated the average cost per mile of travelling by rail and bus on different routes across Scotland. A 
copy of the report can be accessed through the following link: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/935/0061364.pdf. 

The report recommended a foot passenger fare of a fixed element of £2.00 plus a rate per mile of 
£0.10. The rate per mile was updated to £0.13 in October 2012 to reflect the then current cost of 
travel. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/935/0061364.pdf


Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had with the Advertising Standards Authority regarding its findings in relation 
to Calmac Ferries Ltd. 

 (S4W-14942) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-14939 on 31 May 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the prices calculated for the road equivalent tariff are equivalent to driving the same distance 
by road and, if not, whether it will rename the road equivalent tariff accordingly. 

 (S4W-14943) 

Keith Brown: The road equivalent tariff is a distance based fares structure, which underpins the 
Scottish Government’s commitment to providing one single overarching fares policy across ferry 
services subsidised by the Scottish Government. 

Fares are set using a fixed element, reflecting the fixed costs that exist on each route, and a variable 
rate per mile. There are no plans to rename the scheme. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it monitors the (a) fairness, (b) usage and (c) success of the road equivalent tariff scheme and 
how regularly. 

 (S4W-14945) 

Keith Brown: Substantial monitoring and evaluation was carried out by independent consultants 
Halcrow Group Limited during the period of the Road Equivalent Tariff (RET) pilot in the Western Isles, 
Coll and Tiree. Halcrow produced their ‘Assessment of the Impacts of the Road Equivalent Tariff Pilot’ 
report in July 2011. That report was published by Transport Scotland and a copy of the report can be 
accessed by following the attached link 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/files/documents/water/ferries/Assessment_of_the_Impacts_of_t
he_RET_Pilot_-_Final_Report.pdf  

A further independent report produced by MVA Consultancy Ltd on the ‘Impact of the Removal of 
RET Fares from Commercial Vehicles on The Western Isles, Coll and Tiree’ was published by 
Transport Scotland in April 2013 and can be accessed by following the attached link 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/strategy-and-research/publications-and-consultations/j264768-
00.htm  

RET has been made a permanent feature on services to the Western Isles, Coll and Tiree, and a 
further RET pilot was rolled out on services to Islay, Colonsay and Gigha in October 2012. Evaluation 
of this pilot will take place prior to the roll-out of RET to Arran in October 2014, and to all West Coast 
and Clyde islands within the term of this Parliament. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/files/documents/water/ferries/Assessment_of_the_Impacts_of_the_RET_Pilot_-_Final_Report.pdf
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/files/documents/water/ferries/Assessment_of_the_Impacts_of_the_RET_Pilot_-_Final_Report.pdf
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/strategy-and-research/publications-and-consultations/j264768-00.htm
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/strategy-and-research/publications-and-consultations/j264768-00.htm

