
Monday 3 June 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what proportion of the 2012-13 Land Managers Options was allocated. 

 (S4W-15097) 

Richard Lochhead: The Land Managers’ Option Scheme expenditure for the financial year 2012-13 
(covering the 2011-12 scheme year) was £10.3 million, which is 57% of the budget. The scheme year 
runs from 15 May to 14 May, with payments made annually in arrears. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government which regulatory 
bodies would (a) cease and (b) continue to operate in an independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-15173) 

John Swinney: Under our proposals, a combined economic and competition regulator would carry 
out the functions of Ofcom, Ofgem, the Office of the Rail Regulator, and the Water Industry 
Commission for Scotland, as well as the functions of the Office of Fair Trading and the Competition 
Commission. 

An independent Scotland would have to deliver the functions of the existing bodies and will ensure it 
has the additional resources to do so, including the necessary staff. The details of that will depend on 
a number of factors which are currently under active consideration, including the final composition and 
remit of the proposed combined Economic and Competition Regulator for Scotland. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it will publish 
its paper on consumer representation in an independent Scotland referred to on page three of the 
publication, Economic and Competition Regulation in an Independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-15174) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government will publish a range of material to inform the choice that 
the people of Scotland will make between now and September 2014. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many more staff 
an independent Scotland would recruit than are currently employed to deliver economic regulation. 

 (S4W-15175) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to the question S4W-15173 on 3 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the modelling of the impact of a 3% reduction in corporation tax referred to on 
page 39 of its publication, Scotland’s Economy: the case for independence, has been conducted 
recently to reflect the change in the expected UK corporation tax rate since the modelling was carried 
out in 2011. 

 (S4W-15186) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answers to question S4W-15187 on 3 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx  
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Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will place in the Scottish Parliament information centre details of its modelling 
of the impact of a 3% reduction in corporation tax (a) in relation to a reduction from 20% to 17% and 
(b) for a reduction from 23% to 20% as laid out in the report, Devolving Corporation tax in the Scotland 
Bill. 

 (S4W-15187) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government conducted modelling work in 2011 looking at the impacts 
of a policy equivalent to reducing the main rate of corporation tax in Scotland from 23% to 20%. The 
detailed results of the modelling are outlined in a document entitled, The Impact of a Reduction in 
Corporation Tax on the Scottish Economy which was published in November 2011. The report is 
available on the Scottish Government website and can be accessed using the link below:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0038/00388940.pdf  

The results published in the above report focus on a relative advantage that could result from the 
reduction in the main rate and can be used to give an indication of the impacts of a broadly equivalent 
reduction which would yield largely similar results.  

Finance 

 Kenneth Gibson (Cunninghame North) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the impact on the Scottish economy, what its response is to the recent warning 
from the International Monetary Fund about growth prospects for the UK economy and that bringing 
forward infrastructure spending would be a "wise course of action". 

 (S4W-15293) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government welcomes the International Monetary Fund’s statement 
on the 22 May 2013, calling on the UK Government to accelerate the infrastructure spending to 
support the UK's recovery. Capital investment can make an important contribution to the economic 
recovery, and the Scottish Government has repeatedly called on the UK Government to do more to 
boost investment. Indeed, recent Scottish Government analysis has estimated that had 2009-10 levels 
of capital spending been maintained in real terms, this would have boosted investment by £7 billion 
over the following five years and would have supported approximately 19,000 jobs. 

The Scottish Government is using all levers at its disposal to maximise investment and support 
economic growth in Scotland. Over the three year Scottish spending review period (between 2012-13 
and 2014-15) we will support investment of more than £10 billion through the capital budget, revenue-
financed investment through the non-profit distributing pipeline, regulatory asset base rail 
enhancements, capital receipts and switching resource to capital. It is essential that the UK 
Government changes course and adopts a similar approach to supporting economic recovery. 

Governance and Communities 

 Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the Expert Working Group on Welfare and Constitutional Reform has assessed 
the commitments on welfare reform made by the Deputy First Minister in her speech of 13 May 2013, 
The Benefits and Possibilities of Independence. 

Holding answer issued: 29 May 2013 (S4W-14915) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The remit of the Expert Working Group on Welfare is to review and provide 
assurance on work undertaken by the Scottish Government on, the cost of benefit payments in an 
independent Scotland upon independence and the delivery of those payments in an independent 
Scotland. The group will also offer views on immediate priorities for change. The group will submit 
their report to Scottish Ministers at the end of May 2013 and it will be published shortly thereafter. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will fully 
fund the replacement for council tax benefit beyond April 2014. 

 (S4W-15273) 
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John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-14493 on 3 May 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Health and Social Care 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what information 
it has on whether there is a correlation between the price and availability of painkillers and the 
reported rise in the number of deliberate self-poisonings. 

 (S4W-14829) 

Alex Neil: Latest published data available from the General Register Office for Scotland indicate 
that there has been a slight reduction in the number of deaths by self-poisoning in Scotland in recent 
years. There is no information available centrally on whether there is a correlation between the price 
and availability of painkillers and the number of deliberate self-poisonings. 

Medicine safety is currently a reserved matter with the Medicines and Healthcare products 
Regulatory Agency having responsibility across the UK. Given the particular risks associated with 
paracetamol, UK wide legislation was amended in 1998 to introduce pack size restrictions to a 
maximum of 32 tablets through pharmacy sales and 16 for non-pharmacy sales. A recent British 
Medical Journal article concluded that the introduction of the legislation resulted in a 43% reduction in 
deaths in England and Wales. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
have been admitted to hospital due to deliberate self-poisoning in each year since 2007-08, broken 
down by NHS board.  

 (S4W-14830) 

Michael Matheson: This information is not available at national level. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to raise awareness of the long-term organ damage that can be caused by misuse of painkillers. 

 (S4W-14831) 

Alex Neil: The safety of medicines is currently a reserved matter with the Medicines and Healthcare 
products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) having responsibility across the UK. 

I understand from the MHRA that information on possible side effects which may occur in 
association with use of painkillers, including where appropriate effects associated with long term use 
and risk of overdose, are outlined in the information associated with the medicines and provided to 
healthcare professionals (the Summary of Product Characteristics) and patients (Patient Information 
Leaflet). 

Painkillers that are available as over the counter medicines are subject to restrictions on pack size. 
There are clear warnings on the outer packaging of these products that the stated dose should not be 
exceeded and they should not be used to control symptoms for longer than three days without medical 
advice. There is also clear advice that if the symptoms persist then the individual should consult their 
doctor. 

Medicines containing paracetamol contain a warning about the risk of serious liver damage if the 
dose is exceeded. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-13806 by Alex Neil on 15 April 2013 and in light of paragraphs 5.14 and 5.15 
of the code of conduct, whether it considers it appropriate for a member of Health Improvement 
Scotland’s board not to register the employment of a family member in the organisation as a potential 
conflict of interest, and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 

 (S4W-14849) 
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Alex Neil: All members of NHS boards are expected to carry out their responsibilities in line with the 
board members’ code of conduct. The Scottish Government expects board members to take 
responsibility for ensuring that the register of interests is accurate, and for board chairs to hold 
members to the code of conduct. The register of interests is reviewed by the external auditor when 
annual accounts are submitted. 

Healthcare Improvement Scotland is currently updating its register of interests as part of its annual 
accounts process. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-12535 by Alex Neil on 27 February 2013, how many meetings have been 
held and who attended each meeting. 

 (S4W-14855) 

Alex Neil: The on-going negotiations on the replacement to the current Pharmaceutical Price 
Regulation Scheme involve the UK Government and Association of British Pharmaceutical Industry. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-12534 by Alex Neil on 27 February 2013, whether the cabinet secretary has 
met Earl Howe and, if so, when. 

 (S4W-14856) 

Alex Neil: I am due to meet with Earl Howe on 3 July 2013. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will publish the available data on preventable sight loss for the last five years, broken down 
by (a) local authority, (b) NHS board, (c) age, (d) disability, (e) ethnicity, (f) gender and (g) 
socioeconomic group. 

 (S4W-15063) 

Michael Matheson: The available data on preventable sight loss is published on the NHS 
Information Services Division (ISD) website. 

For hospital admissions related to eye-care conditions the available information can be found at the 
following links: 

Procedures data:  
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Hospital-Care/Publications/2012-09-
25/IP_DC_OP_Procedures_Sep12.xls 

Diagnosis data: 
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Hospital-Care/Publications/2012-09-
25/Diagnosis_HB_Sep12.xls?9992 

For free NHS eye examinations performed by high-street optometrists the available information can 
be found at the following link: 
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Eye-Care/Publications/data-tables.asp?id=842#842 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
plans it has to deal with the level of preventable sight loss. 

 (S4W-15064) 

Michael Matheson: There are measures already in place in Scotland to help prevent sight loss, 
including free NHS eye examinations for all and diabetic retinopathy screening. 

Free NHS eye examination: The NHS eye examination is tailored to meet the needs of the patient, 
taking into account their history and symptoms, allowing the patient to receive, free of charge, an 
appropriate health assessment of their whole visual system and allowing for early diagnosis of 
potential sight threatening disease. 
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For the year ending 31 March 2012, high street optometrists performed 1,913,565 free NHS eye 
examinations in Scotland (36.4 per cent of the population) 

Optometrists can also directly refer patients to the hospital eye service; for the year ending 31 March 
2012, 48,745 people were directly referred to a hospital eye service from an optometrist. 

Diabetic retinopathy screening: Diabetic retinopathy is regarded as the leading cause of blindness in 
people of working age. It is therefore essential that retinopathy is detected and treated as early as 
possible. 

The Scottish Diabetic Retinopathy Screening (DRS) Programme offers retinopathy screening to all 
eligible people with diabetes in Scotland. 

The DRS programme is widely regarded as a world class service and has robust processes in place 
to ensure that all people who are eligible for diabetic retinopathy screening are offered it on a regular 
basis. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the level of preventable sight loss. 

 (S4W-15065) 

Michael Matheson: It is not possible to make a full assessment of the epidemiology of preventable 
sight loss for the whole population of Scotland using published (available) data from Information 
Services Division (ISD). 

For those conditions strongly associated with preventative eye disease (cataracts, glaucoma and 
diabetic eye disease) it is possible to make the following observations from the published data from 
ISD. 

Primary Care/Optometrists: For the year ending 31 March 2012, high street optometrists performed 
1,913,565 free NHS eye examinations in Scotland (36.4 per cent of the population). 

Optometrists are able to record information on certain eye conditions, including cataracts, whether or 
not the patient is a diabetic, or has glaucoma. A patient can also present with more than one condition, 
and this is also recorded, with each condition recorded separately. 

For the year ending 31 March 2012 the proportion of the total number of examinations (including 
those that presented without a certain eye condition and those with conditions, including multiple 
conditions) was 15.0 per cent for cataracts, 5.5 per cent for those with diabetes, and 2.3 per cent for 
glaucoma (including ocular hypertension). 

For the year ending 31 March 2012, a total of 48,745 people were referred to a hospital eye service 
from an optometrist. 

Hospital Admissions: For the year ending 31 March 2011, a total of 34,560 cataract procedures were 
performed for the whole of Scotland in the NHS. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of variations in the level of preventable sight loss, broken down by (a) local 
authority, (b) age, (c) disability, (d) ethnicity, (e) gender and (f) socioeconomic group. 

 (S4W-15066) 

 

Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15065 on 03 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to carry out a further review of community eyecare services. 

 (S4W-15067) 
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Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government has no plans at present to carry out a further review 
of community eyecare services. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will make a statement on preventable sight loss. 

 (S4W-15071) 

Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15064 on 03 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Learning and Justice 

 Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
courses are being discontinued by the City of Glasgow College; how many student places will be 
discontinued, also broken down by course of study; how many staff posts will be lost; what the impact 
will be on the hours of temporary staff, and whether an equalities impact assessment was carried out. 

 (S4W-15047) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government does not hold such information centrally. It is for 
individual colleges to continually review their curriculum to ensure it delivers maximum benefit for 
learners and employers. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many of the 
courses being discontinued at the City of Glasgow College are access courses. 

 (S4W-15052) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government does not hold such information centrally. It is for 
individual colleges to continually review their curriculum to ensure it delivers maximum benefit for 
learners and employers. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much 
advance notification was given before the reduction in courses at the City of Glasgow College was 
announced. 

 (S4W-15053) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government does not hold such information centrally. It is for 
individual colleges to communicate appropriately any changes to the curriculum. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
applicants for courses to be discontinued at the City of Glasgow College were informed that courses 
were discontinued or that their application had been unsuccessful. 

 (S4W-15054) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government does not hold such information centrally. It is for 
individual colleges to communicate appropriately any changes to the curriculum. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what engagement it has had with government officials from (a) Iraqi Kurdistan, (b) Iraq and (c) Turkey 
in the last six months. 

Holding answer issued: 3 June 2013 (S4W-15103) 

Humza Yousaf: Information on engagement the Scottish Government has had with government 
officials from (a) Iraqi Kurdistan, (b) Iraq and (c) Turkey in the last six months could only be obtained 
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at disproportionate cost. This is due to the high number of potential communications across Scottish 
Government. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its policy objectives are for its engagement with the government of (a) Iraqi Kurdistan, (b) Iraq 
and (c) Turkey. 

Holding answer issued: 3 June 2013 (S4W-15104) 

Humza Yousaf: The Scottish Government’s international priorities are set out in Scotland’s 
International Framework which can be found at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0040/00405438.pdf. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many times ministers have met officials from the government of Iraqi Kurdistan in the last 12 
months; where the meetings took place, and what was discussed. 

Holding answer issued: 3 June 2013 (S4W-15105) 

Humza Yousaf: No meetings with ministers and officials from the Kurdistan Regional Government 
took place over the last 12 months. 

I had a courtesy meeting with Mr Zaid Izzadin Mohammed Noori, Consul General for Iraq and Dr 
Alawi, First Consul for Iraq who are based in Manchester on 19 February at the Scottish Parliament. 

The Cabinet Secretary for Culture and External Affairs, Fiona Hyslop had an informal meeting with 
Abdulrahman Dheyab, the General Director of Iraqi Culture Centre during the course of the Edinburgh 
International Culture Summit of 13 and 14 August 2012. They discussed the forthcoming performance 
of the National Youth Orchestra of Iraq during the Edinburgh Fringe and future ways of Iraq and 
Scotland working together. Mr Dheyab and Ms Hyslop also attended the performance of the National 
Youth Orchestra of Iraq on 26 August 2012 at Greyfriars Kirk in Edinburgh. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-15086 
S4W-15087 
S4W-15088 
S4W-15089 
S4W-15090 
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