
Tuesday 4 June 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions ministers have had with Hargreaves Services Plc about the formation of the Scottish 
Mines Restoration Trust. 

Holding answer issued: 20 May 2013 (S4W-14667) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government has talked with a range of stakeholders across the coal 
industry in the development stages of the Scottish Mines Restoration Trust (SMRT) including local 
authority planning officials, landowners, Scottish Environmental Protection Agency and 
representatives of the coal industry including Hargreaves who were involved in the initial formation of 
the SMRT but no longer play a part in the body going forward. 

Options for funding the trust are possible from a variety of sources including coal operators and the 
coal industry itself, and Hargreaves have been the first coal operator to contribute to the funding of the 
trust providing £1.1 million. The SMRT is an independent body and not part of the Scottish 
Government. 

It is not the responsibility of the SMRT to restore open cast mines. Coal operators will still be 
responsible for the restoration of their respective open cast sites. However these tasks are often 
complex and the trust will work with coal operators, local councils, landowners, communities, and 
environmental bodies to facilitate the responsible restoration of open cast sites. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
powers it has to deliver the target to decarbonise the power sector by 50g CO2/kWh of electricity by 
2030. 

 (S4W-15148) 

Fergus Ewing: The main source of emissions in Scotland from the energy supply sector is 
electricity generation at power stations. Scottish Ministers have decision making powers relating to 
applications for large scale thermal power stations under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989. The 
Scottish Government policy for reducing emissions from thermal generation is that Carbon Capture 
and Storage (CCS) should be fitted to new or existing coal power stations by 2020, and provided it has 
been demonstrated that CCS is economically deliverable and technically proven, then and in these 
circumstances it should be progressively fitted to all coal and gas thermal plants thereafter by 2030. 
Conditions are applied to the consent for new thermal power stations in line with this policy. 

However, decarbonisation will be achieved through a range of policies and will be dependent upon a 
number of factors. We need to remain flexible on how best to deliver our target in light of progress in 
the world climate change talks, integration of the EU energy market, Electricity Market Reform, 
developments in grid technology and storage, progress in cost reduction of renewables and CCS and 
progress in energy efficiency and demand side management. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government on what 
basis it has assumed that Longannet will close in 2020, as noted on page 75 of Low Carbon Scotland: 
Meeting our Emissions Reduction Targets 2013-2027: The Draft Second Report on Proposals and 
Policies. 

 (S4W-15150) 

Fergus Ewing: Investment decisions relating to developing and building new generation, and the 
extension or closure of existing generating plant are commercial decisions for generators in Scotland. 

The Draft Second Report on Proposals and Policies presents emissions and generating capacity 
based on a plausible generation scenario in Scotland to 2027. This scenario is based on a range of 
factors, including credible assumptions about, thermal plant extension, build and closure dates, 
average annual running times and: the development and deployment of Carbon Capture and Storage 



(CCS). The scenario presented is not definitive and designed to give an indication of emissions from 
the sector by varying the amount of coal, gas and CCS on the system. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
it will publish the final Electricity Generation Policy Statement.     

 (S4W-15168) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government intend to publish a finalised Electricity Generation Policy 
Statement (EGPS) in 2013 to reflect consultation responses and contextual changes since the draft 
EGPS was published for consultation in 2012. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
will ensure that carbon capture and storage is rolled out according to the schedule on page 75 of Low 
Carbon Scotland: Meeting our Emissions Reduction Targets 2013-2027, the Draft Second Report on 
Proposals and Policies. 

 (S4W-15169) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Draft Second Report on Proposals and Policies presents emissions and 
generating capacity based on a plausible generation scenario in Scotland to 2027. This scenario is 
based on a range of factors, including credible assumptions about: thermal plant extension, build and 
closure dates: average annual running times and the development and deployment of carbon capture 
and storage. The scenario presented is not definitive and is designed to give an indication of 
emissions from the sector by varying the amount of coal, gas and Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) 
on the system. 

The principal mechanism for incentivising CCS in the UK is through the DECC CCS 
Commercialisation Programme Competition and we welcome the fact that the Peterhead CCS Project 
is a preferred bidder. However, for projects such as the Captain Clean Energy Project and others 
outside of the Competition process, an adequate CCS-related Contract for Difference through the 
Electricity Market Reform (EMR) process will be crucial to ensure their economic viability. This is the 
only way in which a vibrant CCS industry will be created in the UK and we will continue to work with 
UK Government to ensure this vital issue is properly reflected in the EMR process. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it considers that a UK emissions performance standard of 450g CO2/kWh will (a) not create 
incentives that will lead to investment being diverted from renewables to gas and (b) adequately 
incentivise the development of carbon capture and storage in Scotland. 

 (S4W-15170) 

Fergus Ewing: To meet Scotland’s future energy needs, some form of electricity generation from 
thermal plant is required as part of a balanced generation mix. As set out in our recent draft second 
Climate Change Report on Proposals and Policies, our indicative electricity generation scenario 
beyond 2020 assumes new gas plant being built in Scotland, progressively fitted with Carbon Capture 
and Storage (CCS). 

Our target of delivering the equivalent of at least 100% of gross electricity consumption from 
renewables by 2020 together with the levels of support we have introduced through the Renewables 
Obligation (Scotland) sends a clear and strong investment signal to renewable generators in Scotland. 
Under Electricity Market Reform proposals, the introduction of Contracts for Difference will incentivise 
low carbon technologies, including renewables, and we remain committed to ensuring that investment 
in renewables continues in order to achieve our 100% target. 

While the Emissions Performance Standard is a useful regulatory tool, the deployment of Carbon 
Capture and Storage at commercial scale will largely be driven by the carbon price floor, support 
through Contracts for Difference and by the UK’s CCS Commercialisation Programme Competition. 
The Carbon Capture and Storage Association agree these are the key mechanisms by which CCS will 
be incentivised. 

 



Annabelle Ewing (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it keeps under review matters arising from flooding incidents in Fife. 

 (S4W-15177) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government recognises the misery and distress flooding can bring. 
That is why my officials remain in regular contact with officials from local authorities across Scotland 
via the various stakeholder groups established to assist with the implementation of the Flood Risk 
Management (Scotland) Act 2009, as well as through the local authority SCOTS flood risk 
management group. 

Where flooding events do happen, the Scottish Government would be in contact with responders, 
such as Fife Council, to understand the nature of the impact, and would ask to be kept informed of any 
flood risk management work that was planned as a result of the incident. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, if 
Scotland separates from the rest of the UK and the rest of the UK leaves the EU, whether Scotland 
will continue to use the pound sterling. 

 (S4W-15218) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government agrees with the Fiscal Commission Working Group that 
retaining Sterling, in a currency union with the rest of the UK is in the best interests of both Scotland 
and the rest of the UK. This would provide a workable currency from day one of independence as part 
of a strong overarching macroeconomic framework for Scotland post-independence. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, if 
Scotland separates from the rest of the UK, whether there will be a referendum on any future decision 
to join the euro. 

 (S4W-15219) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government agrees with the Fiscal Commission Working Group that 
retaining Sterling, in a currency union with the rest of the UK, is in the best interests of both Scotland 
and the rest of the UK. 

Finance 

 John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
the answer to question S4W-11963 by Nicola Sturgeon on 22 January 2013, whether it has had 
discussions with HM Revenue and Customs in relation to corporate tax avoidance or evasion and, if 
so, what the outcomes were. 

 (S4W-15199) 

John Swinney: Combating corporate tax avoidance and evasion is under present constitutional 
arrangements a reserved matter. However my colleagues and I have made clear that we take tackling 
tax avoidance, including corporate tax avoidance, very seriously. 

In relation to the limited tax powers available under the Scotland Act, we have already consulted on 
a Scottish approach to tax avoidance, including a general anti-avoidance rule. We will be bringing 
forward proposals in a tax management bill later this year designed to combat avoidance of devolved 
taxes and to provide a framework for tackling avoidance more widely. 

Agreed international action is the most effective way of tackling tax avoidance by multinational 
corporations. An independent Scotland would play its full part in working with other countries through 
established international fora. 

Governance and Communities 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has 
to consult on a replacement for council tax benefit. 

 (S4W-15272) 



John Swinney: Working in partnership with local government, we responded quickly to put in place 
transitional arrangements to ensure that around 560,000 people in Scotland who were receiving 
council tax benefit are protected from the UK Government’s 10% cut in successor arrangement 
funding. 

We are currently in discussion with our local government partners and other stakeholders on 
arrangements for future years beyond 2013-14. The UK Government’s introduction of Universal Credit 
in October 2013 and its operation will have significant implications for how future council tax support 
may be provided. 

Health and Social Care 

 Aileen McLeod (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it will address the concerns raised regarding boundary discrepancies in relation to the 
requirement for integrated arrangements for NHS boards and local authorities in the Public Bodies 
(Joint Working) (Scotland) Bill. 

 (S4W-15441) 

Alex Neil: The Public Bodies (Joint Working) (Scotland) Bill will bring forward legislation to remove 
Community Health Partnerships from statute. Instead, the Bill will create local integrated 
arrangements, which will be the joint and equal responsibility of health boards and local authorities. It 
will require local systems to remove constraints to providing integrated health and social care to 
communities so public bodies can focus on delivering better outcomes for their communities. 

Any mismatch of health board and local authority boundaries presents an administrative barrier to 
closer integrated working, complicating the planning and delivery of health and social care services. 
The Scottish Government will bring forward a Scottish Statutory Instrument to ensure that health board 
boundaries match the geographical boundaries of their local authority partners, further strengthening 
integrated arrangements and the relationship between health and social care service provision. 

Learning and Justice 

 Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
develop a student mobility strategy and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 

 (S4W-15225) 

Michael Russell: Studying abroad can open up opportunities for any young person, whatever stage 
of life and education they are at, including the chance to learn another language, experience different 
cultures, traditions and develop broader perspectives.  

The Scottish Government is supporting the NUS Scotland led Developing Scotland’s Global Citizens 
project which aims to increase awareness amongst school pupils and students of the availability and 
benefits of studying overseas; and gather evidence on mobility opportunities. We will build on the 
learning from this project to work with the sector to develop further strategic actions on outward 
mobility, and as we do so will continue to support both inward and outward student mobility through a 
number of schemes. 

In terms of outward mobility we provide funding to the EU Lifelong Learning Programme and 
opportunities for Scottish students to experience studying overseas through schemes including the 
Study China and Study India programmes, and through the Scottish Government’s Outward Mobility 
Fund, and we are enabling Scottish students to undertake technical work placements abroad through 
the International Association for the Exchange of Students for Technical Experience programme. In 
2014-15 the Scottish Government will launch a pilot project offering funding for up to 250 Scottish 
domiciled students undertaking their undergraduate degree in the European Union. All of these 
initiatives support the development of students’ global skills. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4O-02111 by Humza Yousaf on 15 May 2013 (Official Report, 
c.19791), whether the minister’s comment that “there has barely been a peep from successive UK 
governments” regarding the detention of Shaker Aamer reflects the Scottish Government’s position on 
the matter and what information the minister considered prior to making the comment. 



 (S4W-15098) 

Humza Yousaf: Shaker Aamer continues to be detained in Guantanamo Bay. As I have previously 
stated, it is vital that we learn from the lessons of the past and that, in the present, we are guided by 
international human rights standards. This is an approach to which the Scottish Government is 
committed. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4O-02111 by Humza Yousaf on 15 May 2013 (Official Report, 
c.19791), whether it had considered the (a) reported approaches of the (i) Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs to the US Secretary of State, (ii) Under Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs to the US Deputy Secretary of State in April 2013 and (iii) 
Secretary of State for Defence to the US Defense Secretary in (A) June 2012 and (B) January 2013 
and (b) the comment by the Under Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs on 24 
April 2013 that “the UK Government simply believe that the continued detention of Shaker Aamer is 
wrong without charge or trial, and we will continue to do all in our power to seek to return him to the 
United Kingdom”, prior to the minister stating that “there has barely been a peep from successive UK 
governments” regarding the detention of Mr Aamer. 

 (S4W-15099) 

Humza Yousaf: The Scottish Government fully supports any attempts that the UK Government 
makes to end the continued detention of Shaker Aamer. However, he continues to be detained at 
Guantanamo Bay, 11 years after detention and six years after being cleared. As I have previously 
stated, it is vital that we learn from the lessons of the past and that, in the present, we are guided by 
international human rights standards. This is an approach to which the Scottish Government is 
committed. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-14553 by Humza Yousaf on 10 May 2013, whether the meeting 
with Ms Chiqui Gonzalez on 6 December 2012 included any reference to the (a) future of the Falkland 
Islands and (b) views of the President of Santa on the future of the Falkland Islands. 

 (S4W-15163) 

Humza Yousaf: The meeting with MS Chiqui Gonzalez on 3 December 2012 included no reference 
to the future of the Falkland Islands and the views of the President of Santa on the future of the 
Falkland Islands. The discussion focussed on shared family learning through cultural activity. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-14554 by Humza Yousaf on 10 May 2013, in the absence of 
guidance from ministers, what position its officials would take in response to any discussion of the 
future of the Falkland Islands initiated by officials of the Government of Argentina. 

 (S4W-15165) 

Humza Yousaf: I refer the member to the questions previously answered by me on 10 May 2013. 
All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when the second 
round of data from the 2011 Scottish Census results, in relation to religion, will be released. 

 (S4W-15232) 

Fiona Hyslop: Release two outputs from Scotland's Census, which will include statistics relating to 
religion are due to be published from late summer 2013. Detail about this release and further 
information is available from the National Records of Scotland publication: Scotland's Census 2011 
Outputs Prospectus which can be found via: www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/


Transport Scotland 

 James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has 
to invest in ports. 

 (S4W-15151) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government values the contribution made by Scottish ports to the 
Government’s overall purpose of delivering sustainable economic growth, and continues to work 
closely with port operators to that end. A range of funding sources are available to Scottish ports, 
including through the European Fisheries Fund and Marine Scotland’s Emergency Harbour repairs 
scheme (for fisheries harbours). Freight Facilities Grant is also potentially available where additional 
port infrastructure is required to transfer freight from road to water. In addition, the Scottish 
Government supplies funding for infrastructure at the lifeline ferry ports as outlined in the Ferries Plan, 
published in December 2012 (available at: 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/files/documents/reports/j254579_1.pdf). 

The Scottish Government is continuing to work closely with Scottish Enterprise, Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise and port operators to implement the National Renewables Infrastructure Plan. This 
may involve specific investment in port infrastructure to develop the offshore renewables industry as 
an economic growth opportunity that can bring benefits to many areas of Scotland. 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-15112 
S4W-15113 
S4W-15114 
S4W-15115 
S4W-15116 
S4W-15117 
S4W-15118 
S4W-15119 
S4W-15120 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/files/documents/reports/j254579_1.pdf

