
Thursday 6 June 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussion Zero Waste Scotland has had with Falkirk Council regarding food waste collection rates 
since June 2010 and what advice it has given regarding providing incentives for residents to recycle 
more food. 

 (S4W-15162) 

Richard Lochhead: In 2010-11 Zero Waste Scotland (ZWS) supported Falkirk Council through the 
commissioning of an options appraisal to identify the best approach to deliver a household food waste 
collection service. 

Since autumn 2011 ZWS has provided on-going advice to Falkirk Council on the delivery of its food 
waste collection service. This advice is part of an overall package of support, which includes £776,280 
of funding, to enable the roll-out of this service. 

ZWS has also produced good practice guidance and case studies to assist councils, including 
Falkirk council, in the design and implementation of food waste collections. In February 2012 ZWS 
assisted the council to design its food waste service leaflets which highlight the benefits of the new 
service and incentivise residents to participate and recycle their food waste. 

 

Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what site 
restoration arrangements are in place for opencast sites run by companies other than Scottish Coal. 

 (S4W-15167) 

Fergus Ewing: Planning permission from the planning authority is required before opencast coal 
operators can begin extracting coal. Neighbour notification and public advertisement of the application 
is normally part of the process to be followed. 

The Restoration Bonds Working Group was established in August 2012 to look into alternative 
options for restoration of sites in future. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has organised consultative (a) events and (b) processes regarding the setting up of a 
Scottish rural parliament and, if so, when and where they have taken place; how much it has spent on 
them; what the conclusions were and whether they will be published, and what action the Scottish 
Government has taken as a result. 

 (S4W-15178) 

Richard Lochhead: Over the last 18 months a Rural Parliament Steering Committee has 
undertaken an intensive programme of fact finding, consultation, engagement and discussion with 
support from the Scottish Government of under £40,000. 

Outputs have included: 
A report on Rural Parliaments in Europe published in January 2012. 
A briefing paper on a Rural Parliament for Scotland published in May 2012. 
A Rural Parliament Seminar involving 100 people from a wide range of rural sectors and interests 
held in May 2012. 
A Rural Parliament Survey published in August 2012. 
A report on Identifying Next Steps for Scotland’s Rural Parliament published in August 2012. 
A stakeholder workshop on a Rural Parliament for Scotland held in August 2012. A Report on 
attendance at Swedish Rural Parliament by Scottish delegation in September 2012. All outputs are 
available on the Scottish National Rural Network website: 
https://www.ruralgateway.org.uk/en/rural-parliament 
Ministers are currently considering a proposal for next steps from the steering group. 

 

https://www.ruralgateway.org.uk/en/rural-parliament


John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
position is on the transportation of radioactive waste by rail. 

 (S4W-15191) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government expects any transportation of radioactive waste and 
nuclear material to be done in a safe and secure manner, and in full compliance with the strict national 
and international regulations. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
the possible environmental impact, what discussions it has had with the Nuclear Decommissioning 
Authority since December 2012 regarding the transportation of nuclear fuel by rail; who participated, 
and what the outcome was. 

 (S4W-15192) 

Richard Lochhead: Scottish Government officials have regular discussions with the Nuclear 
Decommissioning Authority (NDA) and the UK Government on performance against the NDA activities 
set out in their annual business plan. The Scottish Government supports the NDA activity to complete 
the delivery of nuclear fuel shipments to Sellafield. This activity will progress the decommissioning 
programme at Dounreay and help the NDA safely and securely manage its nuclear material. The 
Scottish Government also welcomes steps taken by the NDA to engage effectively with stakeholders 
including local authorities and communities in Scotland in the lead-up to this work being undertaken. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
the possible environmental impact, what discussions it has had with the Nuclear Decommissioning 
Authority (NDA) regarding material at Dounreay described as exotics in the NDA’s strategy document. 

 (S4W-15193) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government notes that the NDA published, on 21 February 2013, 
its preferred option to transport Dounreay exotics to Sellafield. Scottish Government officials will 
continue to have regular discussions with the NDA about the progress of these proposals and seek 
assurances that the NDA continues to engage effectively with the Scottish Environment Protection 
Agency. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
the possible environmental impact, what discussions it has had since December 2012 with the UK 
Government regarding the transportation of nuclear fuel from Dounreay to Cumbria; who participated, 
and what the outcome was. 

 (S4W-15195) 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15192 on 6 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what guidance it will issue to ensure that more harmful pesticides are not used instead of the banned 
neonicotinoids and what consideration it is giving to the use of diamides. 

 (S4W-15319) 

Richard Lochhead: Under a Crop Health Advisory Activity, Scottish Government fund staff at 
Scotland’s Rural College (SRUC) to maintain an on-going campaign to promote the sustainable use of 
pesticides and alternative treatments in the husbandry of major arable crops. This advice aims to 
reduce the unnecessary use of pesticides with benefits for the environment and wildlife. 

In practice, this means SRUC staff monitor representative commercial crops for pests and publish 
results in grower reports, inform arable consultants, update farmers at grower meetings and open 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


days and on-line. Staff, then promote the use of alternative treatments and the use of pest thresholds 
before treatments are applied, and also coordinate information on pesticide resistance so that 
potentially ineffective sprays are avoided. 

Only one diamide insecticide is currently approved for use on a limited number of crops in the UK. 
The future availability of other diamide compounds will be dependent on whether their use is 
authorised under the EU and UK pesticide approval process. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
the possible environmental impact, what its position is on the transportation of exotic nuclear fuels by 
rail. 

 (S4W-15382) 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15191 on 6 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

Governance and Communities 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
powers it has over how local authorities structure their committees. 

 (S4O-2224) 

Derek Mackay: The Local Government and Housing Act 1989 contains provisions requiring local 
authorities to reflect their political balance in the composition of their committees. However, those 
provisions have not to date been brought into force in Scotland, although they are in force in England 
and Wales. Local authorities in Scotland therefore currently have the power to decide for themselves 
how to structure their committees. 

 

Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many abandoned opencast sites there are; how much it would cost to carry out a full environmental 
restoration of them, and whether it has contingencies in place to fund such restorations. 

 (S4W-15158) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Vacant and Derelict Land Survey 2012 provides information on 
previous uses: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/01/2295/7#tb11.  
The site register: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Planning/Site-Register  
provides information on previous uses marked “Mineral activity-Coal” but these may include bings or 
other land at former deep coal mine sites as well as opencast sites. 

It is understood that the liquidators for Scottish Resources Group and ATH/Aardvark have issued 
disclaimers for a number of their sites. The effect of these disclaimers is not yet clear. The liquidators 
are continuing to carry out essential work on most of the sites, i.e. they have not yet been abandoned. 
Precise information on how many abandoned sites is not therefore held centrally by the Scottish 
Government.  

The full costs of environmental restoration would depend on the implementation of the permitted 
restoration plans, any consented or pending variations thereto and the value of any restoration bond. 

The Scottish Environmental Protection Agency is currently inspecting the sites to identify any short 
to medium term environmental problems. The new Scottish Mines Restoration Trust will engage with 
local councils, landowners, and coal operators to ensure the best possible outcome for local 
communities and the effective restoration of old open cast mines. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to tackle transphobia. 

 (S4W-15385) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/01/2295/7#tb11
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Planning/Site-Register


Shona Robison: The Scottish Government shows leadership in tackling inequalities that exist for 
transgender people, by taking opportunities to raise awareness of transphobia when speaking at 
public events, and ensuring issues for transgender people are embedded in relevant policy and 
legislative development. 

The Scottish Government’s approach to lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender equality is 
considered progressive in a European context, and we are regarded as the most advanced European 
country on transgender equality. This is attributed to Scotland’s use of an inclusive definition of gender 
identity in hate crime legislation where crimes have a transphobic motivation. We are also working to 
introduce the Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill which will remove the requirement on 
transgender people to divorce before obtaining a full Gender Recognition Certificate. 

In addition, the Scottish Government was the first government in Europe to provide direct funding to 
a transgender organisation. The Scottish Transgender Alliance has been funded by the Scottish 
Government since 2007, and its current grant is £125,000 per annum for the period 2012-15. 

On 30 April 2013, the Scottish Government published its Equality Outcomes and Mainstreaming 
report. Although most of the equality outcomes can be applied across the protected characteristics, 
there are two which specifically refer to gender reassignment in the associated activities: 

Scottish Government directorates are by 2017 more confident in and better informed on equality and 
diversity matters and can engage with partners and stakeholders to effect change and improvement. 

Progress is made towards the reduction in violence against women by 2017 through a strategic and 
co-ordinated approach by agencies and women’s organisations. 

As an employer, the Scottish Government is committed to treating every employee with dignity and 
respect. It is our policy to ensure, as far as reasonably practicable, that all staff have equality of 
opportunity in their terms and conditions of employment and are able to work, and undertake work-
related activities, in an environment free from harassment, victimisation, discrimination and/or bullying. 
Our Fairness at Work policy sets out quite clearly the behaviours we expect from all our staff and is 
based on the premise that what is deemed to be unacceptable is based on the perception of the 
recipient. The policy makes specific reference to protection against bullying or harassment based on 
real or perceived gender identity. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is 
taking to ensure that the rights of transgender men and women are being protected under the Equality 
Act 2010. 

 (S4W-15386) 

Shona Robison: Enforcement of the Equality Act 2010 is not the responsibility of the Scottish 
Government: it is a matter for the courts and the Equality and Human Rights Commission. 

The Scottish Government does, however, act where it has a locus to act, for example, in relation to 
its Equality Outcomes and the protected equality characteristics of its staff. There are two Equality 
Outcomes which specifically refer to gender reassignment in the associated activities:  
(1) Scottish Government directorates are by 2017 more confident in and better informed on equality 
and diversity matters and can engage with partners and stakeholders to effect change and 
improvement. 
(2) Progress is made towards the reduction in violence against women by 2017 through a strategic 
and co-ordinated approach by agencies and women’s organisations. 
 
In addition, the Scottish Government has committed to have a more representative workforce 

through its equality outcome “90% of Scottish Government employees are responding to diversity 
monitoring by 2017 contributing to the Scottish Government workforce becoming broadly reflective of 
the Scottish population by 2025”. 

Our equality impact assessment process helps us to ensure that the rights of transgender men and 
women under the Equality Act 2010 are considered in relation to new and revised policies and 
practices. 



Health and Social Care 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the benefits 
are of general practices having attached alcohol workers. 

 (S4W-15156) 

Michael Matheson: The biggest advantage to an attached alcohol (or any other) worker is the 
potential for easier communication/access to the specialist support and that would be based on the 
relationship developed between the GP and worker, but it is not necessary to have an attached worker 
to have a good working relationship. 

GPs use their professional judgement to work with their patients to agree the best and most 
appropriate care and treatment to support an individual’s recovery. This may involve drug or alcohol 
treatment, or referral of the patient to specialist services. Recovery from drug and alcohol addiction 
requires a collaborative approach that is not exclusive to general practice. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it supports 
GPs in deprived areas in treating patients who are addicted to alcohol. 

 (S4W-15157) 

Michael Matheson: Alcohol Brief Interventions (ABIs) are part of our wider strategic approach to 
tackling alcohol. Our record investments are helping to fund early intervention services so we can 
address hazardous or harmful drinking habits before serious health problems, or other problems, 
develop. 

The HEAT standard for 2012-13 states that NHS boards and Alcohol and Drug Partnerships will 
sustain and embed ABIs in the three priority settings (primary care, accident and emergency, 
antenatal). In addition, they will continue to develop delivery of ABIs in wider settings. The majority of 
ABIs are delivered in primary care settings through local enhanced service arrangements with GP 
Practices. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the benefits 
are of diagnosing and treating familial hypercholesterolaemia. 

 (S4W-15183) 

Michael Matheson: We want people with familial hypercholesterolaemia to get swiftly diagnosed 
and access to appropriate treatment as quickly as possible. Significant reductions in morbidity and 
mortality associated with the disease can be achieved through simple changes in lifestyle and the use 
of statins to lower cholesterol. 

People receiving treatment for familial hypercholesterolaemia will benefit from a better quality of life 
as well as well as an increased life expectancy. 

We recognise that treatment and management of the condition through lifestyle changes and statins 
is potentially less expensive when compared to the potential costs of hospital admission, disabilities 
arising from complications and social care costs. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what initiatives it 
is undertaking to increase the number of people with familial hypercholesterolaemia who are 
diagnosed and treated. 

 (S4W-15185) 

Michael Matheson: The clinical standards for heart disease, which were published in April 2010 
state that individuals who are relatives of patients with familial hypercholesterolaemia should be 
identified through cascade testing and managed in line with current national guidelines. 

We expect NHS boards to provide services that meet these standards, which will ensure that all 
family members of someone diagnosed with familial hypercholesterolaemia are screened. 



The National Advisory Committee on Heart Disease will review the issue of familial 
hypercholesterolaemia at its next meeting. 

Learning and Justice 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what parts of Scotland will be served by the proposed justice 
centres in (a) the Borders, (b) Fife, (c) Lanarkshire and (d) the Highlands and what discussions it has 
had with the Scottish Court Service on (i) the timetable for completion of these centres and (ii) their 
impact on the existing court estate. 

 (S4W-15172) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Court Service (SCS) stated in its response to their consultation 
paper “Shaping Scotland’s Court Services” that their longer term vision for the courts service in 
Scotland includes the development of Justice Centres in key strategic population centres, including 
the Borders, Fife, Lanarkshire and the Highlands. They envisage that these centres will provide a full 
range of specialist support services and will complement the high quality courts which exist in many of 
Scotland’s cities. 

The Chief Executive of the SCS has stated that they will be undertaking feasibility studies in these 
four locations. The purpose of these studies will be to identify the best configuration of courts in those 
areas. Further details about justice centres are a matter for the SCS and this process is at a very early 
stage and is a long term plan. 

The Scottish Government is committed to reform of our justice system and any future proposals 
would need to go through the relevant processes, including through Parliament if any changes were to 
be made to court locations. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
Minister for Youth Employment has visited the Engine Shed social enterprise in Edinburgh and, if so, 
what the minister said at the time. 

 (S4W-15202) 

Angela Constance: The Minister for Youth Employment visited the Engine Shed in Edinburgh on 26 
April 2012, to hear more about its work from its chief executive and two of the young people in training 
there. There is no record of what the minister specifically said during her visit. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government on what date it plans to publish its white paper on its plans to separate Scotland from the 
rest of the UK. 

Holding answer issued: 4 June 2013 (S4W-15120) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government will publish its comprehensive white paper on 
independence in autumn 2013. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-14555 by Humza Yousaf on 10 May 2013, for what reasons 
ministers have not set limits on the topics that can be discussed with ministers and officials from the 
Government of Argentina. 

 (S4W-15166) 

Humza Yousaf: The Scottish Government’s International Framework provides a clear focus for 
international engagement. 

 

 



Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether, at his recent meeting with the Qatari Culture Minister, the Minister for 
External Affairs and International Development raised the issue of Qatar’s reported (a) support for the 
Muslim Brotherhood and (b) denial of women’s rights. 

 (S4W-15176) 

Humza Yousaf: I met with HE Dr Hamad Bin Abdulaziz, Minister for Culture, Arts and Heritage 
whilst in Qatar to attend the Doha Forum on 21 May 2013. The meeting was an introductory meeting 
to build a relationship with the Minister and provide me with the opportunity to discuss Scotland’s 
cultural offering to the Qatar/UK Year of Culture. The issue of Qatar’s (a) support for the Muslim 
Brotherhood and (b) denial of women’s rights were not discussed at our meeting. However, where and 
when appropriate ministers raised human rights issues. The issue of human rights, inclusion of 
minorities and, in particular, the role of women was included in my speech which I delivered at the 
Doha Forum on 21 May 2013. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how the 
proportion of people diagnosed with familial hypercholesterolaemia in Scotland compares with those 
diagnosed in the Netherlands. 

 (S4W-15184) 

Humza Yousaf: The data available does not allow a direct comparison between the proportion of 
people diagnosed with familial hypercholesterolaemia in Scotland with those in the Netherlands. There 
is no central register of patients with familial hypercholesterolaemia in Scotland. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the reported statement by the Minister for External Affairs and International 
Development at the Doha Forum on 21 May 2013 that “even at the moment, the United Kingdom 
Government is wanting the UK to leave the European Union” reflects the Scottish Government's 
understanding of the policy of the UK Government and what it considers the impact is of this 
statement on Scotland's international reputation, given that it is not the UK Government’s position. 

 (S4W-15188) 

Humza Yousaf: The Scottish Government’s policy is that Scotland should remain part of the 
European Union, given the benefits of free movement and access to a single market covering more 
than 500 million fellow European citizens and around 20 million businesses. That position will be best 
secured as an independent member of the EU, given the proposal by the Prime Minister to hold an in-
out referendum on the UK’s continued membership and the stated position of senior UK Government 
cabinet ministers that they would vote in that referendum to leave the EU. 

In terms of Scotland’s international reputation, Scottish Ministers believe our nation’s standing will be 
massively enhanced by independence, allowing us to speak with our own voice and properly 
represent the interests of the people of Scotland on the European and wider international stage. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
capital spend has been in the (a) Edinburgh Pentlands, (b) Dundee City East and (c) 
Clackmannanshire and Dunblane constituency since 1999. 

 (S4W-15231) 

Nicola Sturgeon: This information is not held by constituency. 

 

 

 

 



Transport Scotland 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
percentage of concessionary travel cards has been held by people aged 60 to 65 in each year since 
the scheme was introduced. 

 (S4W-15134) 

Keith Brown: The percentage of National Entitlement Cards allowing access to the Scotland-Wide 
Free Bus Travel Scheme for Older and Disabled People held by people between the ages of 60 and 
65 is as follows: 

2012 - 26.5% 
2013 - 27.1% 
This information was not recorded prior to 2012. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
percentage of concessionary bus journeys are made by people aged 60 to 65. 

 (S4W-15135) 

Keith Brown: Personal information about the cardholder is not monitored when the National 
Entitlement Card is used to make a bus journey, therefore Transport Scotland are unable to quantify 
the number of journeys made by people aged 60-65. 

However, data gleaned from the Scottish Household Survey can provide an estimate that, between 
2007 and 2011, 21% of concessionary bus journeys were made by people aged 60 to 64. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many people aged 60 to 65 have had a national entitlement card under the Scotland-wide free bus 
travel scheme for older and disabled people in each year since the scheme was introduced. 

 (S4W-15136) 

Keith Brown: The number of National Entitlement Cards allowing access to the Scotland-Wide Free 
Bus Travel Scheme for Older and Disabled People held by people between the ages of 60 and 65 is 
as follows: 

2012 - 328,266 
2013 - 338,470 
This information was not recorded prior to 2012. 

 
Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 

many and what percentage of people who are eligible have had a national entitlement card under the 
Scotland-wide free bus travel scheme for older and disabled people in each year since the card was 
introduced. 

 (S4W-15137) 

Keith Brown: The total number of people holding a National Entitlement Card (NEC) giving access 
to the Scotland-Wide Free Bus Travel Scheme for Older and Disabled People for each year since the 
scheme started is as follows: 

2013 1,246,826 

2012 1,239,648 

2011 1,213,917 

2010 1,185,075 

2009 1,122,846 

2008 1,121,689 

2007 1,055,474 

2006 967,304 

At present 93% of those aged 60 and over have an NEC either on grounds of age or meeting one of 
the disability criteria. 



Before 2013 the data provided from the local authority card management system did not contain all 
those aged over 60 as it did not take into account disabled card holders aged 60 and over. This 
means we cannot provide percentage figures for previous years. 

The total number of people in Scotland aged under 60 who meet the range of eligibility criteria based 
on disability is not known and therefore we cannot provide percentage figures. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what (a) regulations and (b) directives Transport Scotland is legally required to comply with when 
awarding (i) contract extensions and (ii) temporary contracts to incumbent franchisees of rail 
passenger services. 

 (S4W-15254) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government must take account of all relevant European and domestic 
legislation when awarding rail franchise contracts, principally Regulation 1370/2007 (on public 
transport services by rail and road) and the Railways Act 1993. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what statutory consultation exercises Transport Scotland is required to undertake when awarding (a) 
new contracts, (b) contract extensions and (c) temporary contracts to incumbent franchisees of rail 
passenger services. 

 (S4W-15255) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Ministers are required under the Railways Act 1993 to consult as they 
consider appropriate on their statement of franchising policy and to consult the Office of Rail 
Regulation on the persons to receive an invitation to tender for franchise services. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
Franchising Advisory Panel that has been recently established by the UK Government will have an 
impact on passenger rail franchises put out to tender by Transport Scotland and, if so, what 
discussions it has had with UK Government (a) ministers and (b) officials regarding this. 

 (S4W-15262) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has regular contact with the Department for Transport on 
rail issues including rail franchising. The Franchise Advisory Panel has no locus in the award of the rail 
franchises to be let by Scottish Ministers. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
Network Rail can submit bids to Transport Scotland to operate rail passenger services and, if so, what 
assessment it has made of Network Rail’s capacity to operate such services. 

 (S4W-15267) 

Keith Brown: Network Rail would require to be licensed to provide rail passenger services by the 
Office of Rail Regulation to enable it to bid to operate a rail franchise. The Scottish Government has 
no reason to expect that Network Rail will wish to bid for rail franchises in Scotland. Any such proposal 
would give rise to a very wide range of issues for consideration, as under existing legislation the 
operation of the GB rail network is fundamentally geared towards separation between infrastructure 
management and the operation of passenger services. This is also consistent with relevant 
developments in EU law. 

 

 


