
Friday 7 June 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Governance and Communities 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of what support is available via local authority discretionary housing payments for social 
tenants affected by the under-occupancy charge. 

 (S4W-15207) 

Margaret Burgess: The UK Government has allocated £10 million to Scottish local authorities for 
Discretionary Housing Payments (DHPs) for 2013-14, constituting 6.5% of the total Great Britain 
allocation. This is intended to cover reforms to housing benefit in the private and social rented sectors. 

Our analysis indicates that this will be insufficient to deal with what Department of Work and 
Pensions terms “hard cases” arising from housing benefit reform. For example, 79% of households 
affected by the under occupancy charge contain an adult with a recognised disability. Our analysis is 
available at:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/supply-demand/chma/Benefitchanges. 

In addition the Scottish Government, COSLA and the Association of Local Authority Housing 
Officers have jointly developed a questionnaire for local authorities to help assess the on-going stress 
impact of housing benefit changes on local authorities and registered social landlords. This 
incorporates questions on DHPs and was issued on 24 May 2013. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government which local authorities 
have increased their funding for discretionary housing payments to the maximum level of 2.5 times the 
contribution from the UK Government. 

 (S4W-15208) 

Margaret Burgess: This information is not held centrally. However, the questionnaire for local 
authorities jointly developed by the Scottish Government, COSLA and the Association of Local 
Authority Chief Housing Officers, issued on 24 May 2013, includes a question on whether the local 
authority has added additional funds to its Discretionary Housing Payment budget. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it is helping local 
authorities to maximise the budgets available for discretionary housing payments. 

 (S4W-15209) 

Margaret Burgess: The level of Discretionary Housing Payment (DHP) budgets is a matter for the 
Department of Work and Pensions and local authorities. Scottish Ministers have consistently pressed 
the UK Government to increase the DHP allocation for Scotland and will continue to do so. 

 

Kenneth Gibson (Cunninghame North) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans it has to protect mobile home residents from rogue site operators. 

 (S4W-15292) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government is taking forward two areas of work that will 
strengthen the rights of mobile home residents. 

The first is to improve the contractual conditions that apply to all residents. The Mobile Homes Act 
1983 (Amendment of Schedule 1) (Scotland) Order 2013, if approved by Parliament, will strengthen 
the protections residents enjoy, including removal of the requirement for a site owner to approve 
prospective mobile home purchasers. 

The second area of work is strengthening the licensing system for mobile home sites. We have 
consulted on proposals including a new test to ensure a site owner is a fit and proper person. Our aim 
is to introduce a Housing Bill, potentially including provisions on this issue, in the autumn. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/supply-demand/chma/Benefitchanges


 

Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will carry out a review of the home report system and, if so, when. 

 (S4W-15301) 

Margaret Burgess: Prior to the introduction of the Home Report Scottish Ministers agreed, at a 
Scottish Parliament Local Government and Communities Committee meeting (30 January 2008), to 
carry out a full policy review of the Home Report after five years of operation. This is due to 
commence later this year. 

 

Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
financial assistance is available to people who want to pursue legal action when they have 
experienced a material loss as a result of a home report. 

 (S4W-15302) 

Margaret Burgess: Where an individual wants to pursue a claim from losses thought to be 
sustained as a result of a home report then Advice and Assistance (A&A) could be used to investigate 
any potential claim and to try to settle the matter without recourse to court. A&A would only be 
available where the individual was financially eligible and would be granted by the solicitor acting. 

If that was insufficient to resolve matters an application for civil legal aid could be made to bring the 
issue before the court. As with other civil legal aid applications the Scottish Legal Aid Board would 
need to be satisfied that the statutory tests were met. These are: financial eligibility both in terms of 
disposable income and disposable capital; whether the applicant has probable cause for their case; 
and whether it is reasonable in all the circumstances to make legal aid available. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-14851 by Margaret Burgess on 28 May 2013, whether the minister will place 
copies of the correspondence in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre. 

 (S4W-15312) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government has no plans to place copies of correspondence with 
UK Ministers in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre. 

Health and Social Care 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many (a) improvement and (b) condition notices have been issued in each 
NHS board area in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-15233) 

Alex Neil: The information requested is available from the Scottish Parliament Information Centre 
(Bib. number 54990). 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many care services have been closed as a result of a failure to meet 
required standards in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-15234) 

 

Alex Neil: The following table provides information on the number of cancellation of registration 
notices served by the Care Commission/Care Inspectorate to service providers in each of the last five 
years: 

Year Number 

2008-09 7 

2009-10 4 

2010-11 6 



Year Number 

2011-12 1 

2012-13 1 (one further decision to cancel 
registration currently subject to 

appeal) 

Notes: 
The Care Inspectorate was established on 1 April 2011. 
The closure of a service is a last resort and generally the Care Inspectorate tries to work with 
providers on required improvement actions. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many care service registrations have been cancelled as a result of an 
application to a sheriff. 

 (S4W-15235) 

Alex Neil: The number of applications made to the sheriff by the Care Commission/Care 
Inspectorate for cancellation of registration, and granted, in each of the last five years, is as follows: 

Year Made Granted 

2008-09 1 0 

2009-10 2 1 

2010-11 0 0 

2011-12 1 0 

2012-13 1 0 

Notes: 
These applications are rare as the statutory test is an onerous one, the application may not be granted 
unless the sheriff is satisfied that unless the order is made, there will be a serious risk to the life, 
health or wellbeing of persons. 
It should also be noted that some care services have cancelled their registrations voluntarily when 
they became aware that the Care Inspectorate intended to apply to the sheriff for cancellation of their 
registration. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether self-funding patients pay more for their care in publicly funded care 
homes than the fee paid by the local authority or NHS board for patients who do not pay for their care 
and, if so, for what reason. 

 (S4W-15236) 

Alex Neil: The amount paid by self-funding residents is a private matter between them and the care 
home provider irrespective of whether it is an independent or local authority care home. 

The level of payment for an older person funded by a local authority in a care home in the 
independent sector is agreed annually between the Convention of Scottish Local Authorities and the 
independent sector. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it tracks how 
many transvaginal meshes have been purchased by NHS boards and the number of meshes (a) 
implanted and (b) removed. 

 (S4W-15278) 

Alex Neil: Information on the number of transvaginal meshes purchased by NHS boards is not held 
centrally and is for those NHS boards to manage. 

In addition, I refer the member to the answer to: question S4W-14315 on 30 April 2013; and 
questions S4W-14626 and S4W-14627 on 17 May 2013. All answers to written parliamentary 
questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
surgeons in Scotland are qualified to remove faulty transvaginal mesh implants.  

 (S4W-15281) 

Alex Neil: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what criteria are 
used to decide whether a junior doctor’s working hours are compliant with the European working time 
directive. 

 (S4W-15282) 

Alex Neil: In the UK, the European working time directive has been implemented as the Working 
Time Regulations (WTR). 

All junior doctor rotas in Scotland are designed in a system which measures compliance with all 
aspects of the working time regulations. This system (doctors rostering system) measures hours and 
working patterns against the required limits, and ensures that hours fully comply. All rotas are sent to 
the Scottish Government’s medical workforce adviser for approval, who also ensures that rotas 
comply fully with the WTR. The Scottish Government funds this system for NHS boards. 

NHS boards will also use new deal monitoring returns to assess on-going compliance with the WTR. 
Although WTR hours are measured over 26 weeks, the two week new deal monitoring snapshot 
allows NHS boards to determine day to day hours over this representative period. They will use this 
data, along with other datasets such as the template rota, daily roster and activity records to assess 
the compliance of junior doctors. 

Prior to the 2009 implementation date of the 48 hour working week for junior doctors, CEL 14 2009 
WTR was issued which provides NHS boards with advice on how compliance should be measured. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
considers that the hours worked by junior doctors per week are compliant with the European working 
time directive. 

 (S4W-15284) 

Alex Neil: All junior doctor working patterns in NHS Scotland comply fully with the limits of the 
working time regulations. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government which hospitals 
continue to implant transvaginal mesh implants. 

 (S4W-15285) 

Alex Neil: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
medical negligence claims against NHS boards in each year since 2007 related to the tiredness of a 
junior doctor. 

 (S4W-15286) 

Alex Neil: This is a matter for individual health boards. The information sought is not held centrally 
by the Scottish Government. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what information 
has been given to GPs regarding the impact of faulty transvaginal mesh implants. 

 (S4W-15287) 



Alex Neil: The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Authority has made available 
information for patients and clinicians about transvaginal meshes on its website at: 
http://www.mhra.gov.uk/Safetyinformation/Generalsafetyinformationandadvice/Product-
specificinformationandadvice/Product-
specificinformationandadvice%E2%80%93M%E2%80%93T/Vaginalmeshforpelvicorganprolapse/. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many on-call 
rest rooms there have been in hospitals in each year since 2007, broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-15288) 

Alex Neil: Information on the number of on-call rest rooms in each NHSScotland hospital is not held 
centrally. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
applicants for foundation medical training placements there have been in each year since 2007, 
broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-15289) 

Alex Neil: Information is not available in the format requested. Applications to foundation training 
programmes are co-ordinated on a UK-wide basis through the UK Foundation Programme Office. 
Applicants are required to rank all 21 UK foundation schools in order of preference and, following an 
assessment and scoring process, applicants are matched to a foundation school taking into 
consideration their preference. At this point, the Scotland foundation school is then allocated the right 
number of applicants for the number of programmes available in any year. There then follows a further 
process that enables applicants to rank their preferences for a cluster of foundation programmes 
which, ultimately, leads to applicants being matched to their individual programmes. 

The following table indicates the number of foundation programme places available in Scotland from 
2007. All programme places were filled: 

 Number of Foundation Programmes 
available in Scotland 

2007 804  

2008 804 

2009 804 

2010 804  

2011 804  

2012 804  

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the drop-out 
rate for foundation medical training placements has been in each year since 2007, broken down by 
NHS board. 

 (S4W-15290) 

Alex Neil: Information is not available in the format requested. Information that is available has only 
been centrally recorded until 2009, and is not recorded by health board as the trainees rotate between 
health boards as part of their individual programme placements. Currently, there are 804 programme 
placements in foundation years 1 and 2 in Scotland. 

Foundation trainees may not complete their programme placements for a variety of reasons, for 
example illness, maternity leave, resignation, dismissal, remedial training required etc. The numbers 
of those who did not complete their foundation programmes since 2009 are shown in the following 
table: 

 

 Number who did not complete 
Foundation Year One 

Number who did not complete 
Foundation Year Two 

2009 15 (6) 27 (13) 

2010 16 (7) 16 (3) 

http://www.mhra.gov.uk/Safetyinformation/Generalsafetyinformationandadvice/Product-specificinformationandadvice/Product-specificinformationandadvice%E2%80%93M%E2%80%93T/Vaginalmeshforpelvicorganprolapse/
http://www.mhra.gov.uk/Safetyinformation/Generalsafetyinformationandadvice/Product-specificinformationandadvice/Product-specificinformationandadvice%E2%80%93M%E2%80%93T/Vaginalmeshforpelvicorganprolapse/
http://www.mhra.gov.uk/Safetyinformation/Generalsafetyinformationandadvice/Product-specificinformationandadvice/Product-specificinformationandadvice%E2%80%93M%E2%80%93T/Vaginalmeshforpelvicorganprolapse/


2011 19 (6) 21 (3) 

2012 17 (1) 13 (0) 

Of the number failing to complete a given year of training, some will return to training i.e. after 
maternity leave or ill health, and subsequently complete their training. The figure in parentheses is the 
numbers who resigned or were dismissed. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many episodes of treatment have been carried out at the neurosurgery unit of Aberdeen Royal 
Infirmary and how many included at least one operative procedure, in each year since 2008. 

 (S4W-15297) 

Alex Neil: The information requested is not held centrally in the format requested. 

It is not possible to identify all neurosurgical activity occurring in specific hospital units through 
centrally collected hospital admission records. It is, however, possible to identify activity occurring 
within the consultant specialty of neurosurgery by hospital. This information is provided in the following 
table. 

The number of hospital stays involving the consultant specialty of Neurosurgery at Aberdeen Royal 
Infirmary and the number of procedures performed, financial years 2008 to 2012: 

Years Hospital stays No. of stays involving at least one 
procedure 

2008 1,243 1,097 

2009 1,355 1,173 

2010 1,223 1,094 

2011 1,104 963 

2012 1,073 933 

Source: ISD Scotland 
Ref: IR2013-00898 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it last reviewed its pandemic influenza strategy and operational guidance. 

 (S4W-15313) 

Alex Neil: The UK Influenza Pandemic Preparedness Strategy was published in 2011 on behalf of 
the four UK countries. 

The Scottish Government and the other devolved administrations worked with the UK Government 
to produce operational pandemic influenza guidance, which was made available to stakeholders in 
Scotland in 2012. A Scotland-specific version is currently being developed. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what changes it made to its pandemic influenza strategy and operational guidance following the 2009 
H1N1 influenza pandemic. 

 (S4W-15314) 

Alex Neil: The updated pandemic influenza strategy and operational guidance focus on ensuring 
that the response to a pandemic is proportionate to meet the differing demands of pandemic influenza 
viruses, with further information to assist planners in considering the local response according to the 
stage and severity of any new pandemic. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what changes it will make to its pandemic influenza strategy and operational guidance following the 
introduction of a single police and single fire service. 

 (S4W-15315) 



Alex Neil: The pandemic influenza strategy and operational guidance set out an overarching 
approach to managing a pandemic and will not be directly affected by the changes to the police and 
fire service structures. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many simulations of pandemic influenza management it has run since the 2009 H1N1 influenza 
pandemic and what it has learnt from such simulations. 

 (S4W-15316) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government plans to exercise pandemic influenza arrangements in 2014-
15. NHS boards have updated their pandemic influenza plans following the last pandemic, taking 
account of the lessons learned locally and the updated national guidance published subsequently. 
Such exercising will provide an opportunity to test the updated arrangements. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether NHS boards are required to report on the provision of stoma care services as part of their 
annual review. 

 (S4W-15365) 

Alex Neil: Whilst there is no current requirement for NHS boards to report on the provision of stoma 
care services as part of the annual review process, it is possible that this could be discussed at a 
board review; especially if it is a particular area of strength or challenge for the relevant board. 

Learning and Justice 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4O-02044 by Roseanna Cunningham on 25 April 2013, how many 
of the people convicted plead guilty prior to trial. 

Holding answer issued: 20 May 2013 (S4W-14646) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Of the 55 convictions under the Offensive Behaviour and Threatening 
Communications (Scotland) Act 2012, as at 31 December 2012, 44 arose from a plea of guilty. The 
available information does not record whether the guilty pleas were tendered prior to or during trial. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4O-02044 by Roseanna Cunningham on 25 April 2013, how many 
of the convictions were for (a) violent and (b) non-violent offences. 

Holding answer issued: 20 May 2013 (S4W-14647) 

Roseanna Cunningham: A conviction for “offensive behaviour at regulated football matches”, under 
section 1 of the Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 
2012, may be for threatening behaviour as well as hateful or other offensive behaviour which may 
incite public disorder. A conviction may therefore include violent behaviour but if violent behaviour was 
involved then a person may be charged with other offences. 

The information provided in response to S4O-02044 on convictions under the Act is derived from the 
Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service’s live operational case management system, which is 
specifically designed to receive criminal reports from the police and other specialist reporting agencies 
and to manage these cases for prosecution purposes. The information held on the system is 
structured for these operational needs, rather than for statistical reporting or research purposes, and it 
is not possible from the case management system to provide the information requested as convictions 
are not split up or recorded in such a way. 

The Government will publish this month the first annual statistics and analysis of offences committed 
under the Act from its coming into force until 31 March 2013. 

 



Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4O-02044 by Roseanna Cunningham on 25 April 2013, how many 
of the convictions were for the use of language deemed (a) sectarian or (b) otherwise offensive. 

Holding answer issued: 20 May 2013 (S4W-14648) 

Roseanna Cunningham: A conviction for “offensive behaviour at regulated football matches”, under 
section 1 of the Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 
2012, may be for threatening, hateful or other offensive behaviour which may incite public disorder. 
Hateful behaviour includes expressing hatred of, or stirring up hatred against, individuals or groups of 
persons based on their actual or presumed religion, nationality and ethnic or national origins. 

The information provided in response to S4O-02044 on convictions under the Act is derived from the 
Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service’s live operational case management system, which is 
specifically designed to receive criminal reports from the police and other specialist reporting agencies 
and to manage these cases for prosecution purposes. The information held on the system is 
structured for these operational needs, rather than for statistical reporting or research purposes, and it 
is not possible from the case management system to provide the information requested as charges 
are not split up or recorded in such a way. 

The government will publish this month the first annual statistics and analysis of offences committed 
under the Act from its coming into force until 31 March 2013. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4O-02044 by Roseanna Cunningham on 25 April 2013, how many 
of the people charged were subsequently tried and what the conviction rate was. 

Holding answer issued: 20 May 2013 (S4W-14649) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The latest available statistics on convictions under the Offensive 
Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012 remain those reported in 
response to S4O-02044. However, the Government will publish this month the first annual statistics 
and analysis of offences committed under the Act from its coming into force until 31 March 2013. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S40-02044 by Roseanna Cunningham on 25 April 2013, how many 
of the people convicted could not have been charged under legislation in place prior to the 
commencement of the Offensive Behaviour and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012. 

Holding answer issued: 20 May 2013 (S4W-14650) 

Roseanna Cunningham: This information is not, and never has been, held centrally for this or other 
legislation. Under Scots law, the choice of the appropriate charges to bring forward in each case is a 
matter for the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service, in accordance with the Lord Advocate’s 
guidelines on prosecution. The guidelines can be found at: 
http://www.copfs.gov.uk/images/Documents/Prosecution_Policy_Guidance/Lord_Advocates_Guideline
s/Lord%20Advocates%20Guidelines%20-
%20The%20Offensive%20Behaviour%20at%20Football%20and%20Threatening%20Communications
%20Scotland%20Act%202012.PDF. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4O-02044 by Roseanna Cunningham on 25 April 2013, whether the 
conviction under section 6 was for the use of language deemed (a) sectarian or (b) otherwise 
offensive. 

Holding answer issued: 20 May 2013 (S4W-14651) 

Roseanna Cunningham: A conviction for the offence of “threatening communications”, under 
section 6 of the Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 
2012, may be for the communication of material which threatens serious violence or threatening 
material intended to stir up hatred on religious grounds. The conviction referred to related to a threat of 
serious violence. 

http://www.copfs.gov.uk/images/Documents/Prosecution_Policy_Guidance/Lord_Advocates_Guidelines/Lord%20Advocates%20Guidelines%20-%20The%20Offensive%20Behaviour%20at%20Football%20and%20Threatening%20Communications%20Scotland%20Act%202012.PDF
http://www.copfs.gov.uk/images/Documents/Prosecution_Policy_Guidance/Lord_Advocates_Guidelines/Lord%20Advocates%20Guidelines%20-%20The%20Offensive%20Behaviour%20at%20Football%20and%20Threatening%20Communications%20Scotland%20Act%202012.PDF
http://www.copfs.gov.uk/images/Documents/Prosecution_Policy_Guidance/Lord_Advocates_Guidelines/Lord%20Advocates%20Guidelines%20-%20The%20Offensive%20Behaviour%20at%20Football%20and%20Threatening%20Communications%20Scotland%20Act%202012.PDF
http://www.copfs.gov.uk/images/Documents/Prosecution_Policy_Guidance/Lord_Advocates_Guidelines/Lord%20Advocates%20Guidelines%20-%20The%20Offensive%20Behaviour%20at%20Football%20and%20Threatening%20Communications%20Scotland%20Act%202012.PDF


 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-14226 by Roseanna Cunningham on 3 May 2013, whether it will provide the 
information that was requested and confirm whether it will bring forward a report before the completion 
of the review period; whether the legislation forbids it from producing such a report, and what its 
position is on how offences under section (a) 1 and (b) 6 of the Act are being dealt with. 

Holding answer issued: 20 May 2013 (S4W-14668) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Section 11 of the Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening 
Communications (Scotland) Act 2012 contained an express provision requiring the government to 
report to Parliament on the operation of the legislation after two full football seasons. Work on the 
evidence necessary to inform the report to Parliament has already begun. 

The legislation does not prevent the production of an earlier report but the government remains of 
the view that the original legislative provision as agreed by Parliament is the most appropriate review 
mechanism. 

The way in which the offences under sections 1 and 6 are being dealt with is primarily an operational 
matter for the police, but the Government will publish this month the first annual statistics and analysis 
of the offences committed under the Act over the first year of its operation. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4O-02044 by Roseanna Cunningham on 25 April 2013, what 
percentage of convictions was for (a) religiously aggravated offending and (b) violent crime carried out 
at football grounds in (i) 2010-11 and (ii) 2011-12. 

Holding answer issued: 28 May 2013 (S4W-14811) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The information provided in response to S4O-02044 on convictions under 
the Act was derived from the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service’s (COPFS’s) live operational 
case management system, which is specifically designed to receive criminal reports from the police 
and other specialist reporting agencies and to manage these cases for prosecution purposes. The 
information held on the system is structured for these operational needs, rather than for statistical 
reporting or research purposes. 

For the time period requested in the question, the official source of information on convictions of 
religiously aggravated offences in Scotland is the Scottish Government Criminal Proceedings 
database. The information held in this database is published as National Statistics on an annual basis 
with the next publication currently due to be published in November 2013. The current publication, 
providing information up to end March 2012, can be found here: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PubCriminalProceedings.  

It should be noted that the Act came into force on 1 March 2012. As such, from the Scottish 
Government Criminal Proceedings database, there were no convictions under the Act during 2010-11. 
There were only two convictions during 2011-12, in the one month of the Act coming into force. 
Neither of the convictions in 2011-12 were religiously aggravated. 

In response to part (b) and as noted in the answer to question S4W-14647 on 7 June 2013, it is not 
possible to break down the number of convictions that included violent crimes carried out at football 

grounds. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the 
search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the activities of the Football Co-ordination Unit Scotland are limited to (a) football stadia or (b) 
locations in close proximity to football stadia. 

Holding answer issued: 28 May 2013 (S4W-14812) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The remit of the Football Co-ordination Unit for Scotland is to promote 
and coordinate a consistent and effective approach to the policing of football across Scotland to tackle 
football related violence and disorder. Its responsibilities include supporting post match investigations 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PubCriminalProceedings
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


into football related violence and disorder and supporting investigations into football related hate 
crime, including on the internet. Its activities are not confined to football stadia and nearby locations. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4O-02044 by Roseanna Cunningham on 25 April 2013, whether 
there is an up-to-date database of religiously aggravated offences. 

Holding answer issued: 28 May 2013 (S4W-14813) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The information provided in response to S4O-02044 on convictions under 
the Act was derived from the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service’s live operational case 
management system, which is specifically designed to receive criminal reports from the police and 
other specialist reporting agencies and to manage these cases for prosecution purposes. The 
information held on the system is structured for these operational needs, rather than for statistical 
reporting or research purposes. 

The official source of information on convictions of religiously aggravated offences in Scotland is the 
Scottish Government Criminal Proceedings database. The information held in this database is 
published as National Statistics on an annual basis with the next publication currently due to be 
published in November 2013. The current publication, providing information up to end March 2012, 
can be found here: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PubCriminalProceedings. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what advice was provided by its economists as referred to in 
paragraph 4.3 of Shaping Scotland’s Court Services: The Scottish Court Service Response to the 
consultation and recommendations for a future court structure in Scotland and whether it will publish it 
before the Justice Committee considers the subordinate legislation concerning court closures. 

 (S4W-15182) 

Kenny MacAskill: The advice provided to the Scottish Court Service by Scottish Government 
economists is set out in Chapter 7 of the consultation paper Shaping Scotland’s Court Services. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many non-emergency calls there have been to police forces in each month of 2013. 

 (S4W-15230) 

Kenny MacAskill: Following the establishment of the new police landscape on 1 April 2013, the 
collection of these data is now a matter for the Police Service of Scotland. 

The Scottish Government has not previously collected monthly data on police non-emergency calls, 
however, the latest annual data on police non-emergency calls is available in the:  
Scottish Policing Performance Framework (SPPF) Annual Report 2011-12, which provides the number 
of calls between 1 April 2011 and 31 March 2012. This report, published in November 2012, was 
jointly produced by the Scottish Government and the Association of Chief Police Officers. 

The equivalent SPPF Annual Report 2012-13, due for publication on 5 November 2013, will provide 
the total number of non-emergency calls between 1 April 2012 to 31 March 2013. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
proportion of chicken used in school meals is sourced in Scotland. 

 (S4W-15239) 

Alasdair Allan: This information is not held centrally. Procurement arrangements for school food 
are managed by local authorities themselves. 

The Schools (Health Promotion and Nutrition) (Scotland) Act 2007 requires local authorities to 
consider the principles of sustainable development, such as those set out in “Catering for Change-
2011”, when providing food or drink or catering services in schools. This will help to ensure that 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PubCriminalProceedings
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/11/1397


decisions about what food and drink to serve in schools will be influenced by good practice such as 
local food sourcing which can help to reduce food miles. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
countries of origin are of chicken used in school meals. 

 (S4W-15240) 

Alasdair Allan: This information is not held centrally. Procurement arrangements for school food 
are managed by local authorities themselves. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
proportion of chicken used in school meals is graded as class (a) A and (b) B under EC poultry meat 
marketing standards. 

 (S4W-15241) 

Alasdair Allan: This information is not held centrally. Procurement arrangements for school food 
are managed by local authorities themselves. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
proportion of chicken used in school meals is free range and what proportion is indoor reared. 

 (S4W-15242) 

Alasdair Allan: This information is not held centrally. Procurement arrangements for school food 
are managed by local authorities themselves. 

The Schools (Health promotion and nutrition) (Scotland) Act 2007 requires local authorities to 
consider the principles of sustainable development when providing food or drink or catering services in 
schools. In addition, the food and drink in schools (Scotland) Regulations 2008 requires education 
authorities to ensure that all food and drink served in schools meets strict nutritional requirements. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans 
to introduce domestic violence awareness education to all secondary schools. 

 (S4W-15248) 

Alasdair Allan: Domestic abuse is a top priority for the Scottish Government, and we are committed 
to reducing and eventually eradicating this unacceptable behaviour. There is never an excuse for 
domestic abuse, and responsibility for change lies with the perpetrator, not the victims or their 
children.  

Relationship education is an integral part of the health and wellbeing area of curriculum for 
excellence throughout all stages of primary and secondary education in schools in Scotland. Topics 
include keeping safe from harm, knowing where to get support and help with situations involving 
abuse, and understanding that there are laws which provide protection from different kinds of abuse. 
Children and young people will be encouraged to discuss these subjects with their peers and parents, 
to help them gain knowledge, and the skills to become confident in making healthy lifestyle decisions 
for themselves. 

 

   The following questions received holding answers: 

 

S4W-15190 

S4W-15194 

S4W-15196 

S4W-15197 

S4W-15198 

 


