
Wednesday 12 June 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what financial support 
it or its agencies provided to O2 when it established the Skypark call centre facility in Glasgow and 
what conditions were attached. 

 (S4W-15393) 

John Swinney: O2 was offered a regional selective assistance grant of £7,000,000 in 2005 to help 
attract the project to Glasgow rather than competing locations in Ireland. This was for a project that 
would create 1,522 jobs and involve investment by the company of £13,271,000. 

By the end of the project, O2 had invested £13,762,000 and created 1,330 new jobs. £6,100,000 of 
the grant was paid. The terms and conditions of the grant required the company to retain the assets 
and jobs associated with the grant until April 2011. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will publish its plans for the regulation of financial services in advance of the 
white paper on independence, and whether the white paper will contain its proposals for these 
regulations in full. 

 (S4W-15395) 

John Swinney: The Fiscal Commission Working Group report set out five key recommendations in 
areas such as currency and financial stability to assist the Scottish Government in shaping and 
designing a robust macroeconomic framework for an independent Scotland. 

In April 2013 we set out our response to the currency proposals and we will set out our further 
responses to the remaining recommendations in due course. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the Fiscal Commission Working Groups work in relation to options and 
opportunities for a tax system for Scotland includes consideration of the extension of VAT to food and 
children’s clothing. 

 (S4W-15422) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the minutes of the meeting on 7 February 2013 of the Fiscal 
Commission Working Group. The minutes can be found at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Economy/Council-Economic-Advisers/FCWG 

The Fiscal Commission is considering the principles of taxation not what should be taxed. As the 
Fiscal Commission Working Group has indicated, a paper will be published in due course. It will be for 
all parties in Parliament to set out their plans for taxation in an independent Scotland ahead of the 
2016 election. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the Fiscal Commission Working Groups meeting on 28 May 2013 included 
consideration of the extension of VAT to food and children’s clothing. 

 (S4W-15423) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15422 on 12 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Economy/Council-Economic-Advisers/FCWG
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Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether ministers have instructed the Fiscal Commission Working Group to rule out 
consideration of the recommendation in Dimensions of Tax Design: The Mirrlees Review to extend 
VAT to food and children’s clothing. 

 (S4W-15424) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15422 on 12 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the Fiscal Commission Working Groups meeting on 28 May 2013 included 
instruction from ministers to rule out consideration of the recommendation in Dimensions of Tax 
Design: The Mirrlees Review to extend VAT to food and children’s clothes. 

 (S4W-15425) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15422 on 12 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the recommendation in Dimensions of Tax Design: The Mirrlees Review to 
extend VAT to food and children’s clothing was a factor in the invitation for Sir James Mirrlees to join 
the Fiscal Commission Working Group. 

 (S4W-15426) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15422 on 12 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on the statement in the minutes of the Fiscal Commission Working 
Group of 7 February 2013 that the work of the Mirrlees Review would provide a helpful starting point. 

 (S4W-15427) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15422 on 12 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of the cost to an average family of an independent 
Scotland applying VAT to (a) food and (b) children’s clothing. 

 (S4W-15428) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15422 on 12 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of the impact on its poverty indicators of an independent 
Scotland applying VAT to (a) food and (b) children’s clothing. 

 (S4W-15429) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15422 on 12 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether, in relation to an independent Scotland, it has a position on the statement in 
Dimensions of Tax Design: The Mirrlees Review that “the policy rationale for the zero-rating of food 
and children’s clothing is extremely weak”. 

 (S4W-15430) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15422 on 12 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in its proposals for a tax system for an independent Scotland, what weight it will give to 
the findings in Dimensions of Tax Design: The Mirrlees Review and whether such proposals will form 
part of the white paper on proposals for independence. 

 (S4W-15431) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15422 on 12 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in relation to an independent Scotland, what its position is on applying VAT to (a) food 
and (b) children’s clothing as suggested in Dimensions of Tax Design: The Mirrlees Review. 

 (S4W-15432) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15422 on 12 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it plans to publish a report on its preferred structure of tax in an independent 
Scotland prior to the white paper on proposals for independence and, if so, when. 

 (S4W-15434) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15422 on 12 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
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Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it has had with Sir James Mirrlees on the design of a tax structure for 
an independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-15435) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15422 on 12 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether, in relation to an independent Scotland, it has a position on the statement in 
Dimensions of Tax Design: The Mirrlees Review that we should work towards a comprehensive 
system of congestion charging on the roads, replacing most of fuel duty. 

 (S4W-15436) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has no plans to replace fuel duty with a comprehensive 
system of congestion charging on the roads. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the impact on its revenues would be of a 3% reduction in corporation tax, and 
whether it will publish this information in the same format and over the same time period shown for 
capital stock and GDP in its paper, The Impact of a Reduction in Corporation Tax on the Scottish 
Economy. 

 (S4W-15478) 

John Swinney: The impacts of a policy equivalent to a 3 percentage point reduction in the main rate 
of corporation tax from 23 per cent are set out in the paper referred to in the question on pages 3 and 
11. These findings must be seen in the context of Scotland’s stronger fiscal position than the UK as a 
whole, as outlined in Scotland’s Balance Sheet paper published earlier this year. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will update the £384.7 million figure for a loss in revenues caused by a 3% 
reduction in corporation tax shown at table 2 of appendix A of its paper, The Impact of a Reduction in 
Corporation Tax on the Scottish Economy. 

 (S4W-15479) 

John Swinney: The paper referred to in the question outlines the impacts of a policy equivalent to a 
3 percentage point reduction in the main rate of corporation tax from 23 per cent. 

The £384.7 million figure referred to in the question is an estimate of a direct static change in 
corporation tax revenues and does not take into account the indirect impacts of the policy such as the 
broadening of the tax base. As outlined in the paper, such dynamic effects are estimated to be 
significant, with the additional economic activity generated by the policy estimated to create 27,000 
jobs and boost GDP by 1.7% after 20 years. 

 

Rob Gibson (Caithness, Sutherland and Ross) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what progress it has made in carrying out the review of the Energy Efficiency Action Plan 
in accordance with section 60 of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009. 

 (S4W-15593) 

Fergus Ewing: The formal review of the Energy Efficiency Action Plan (EEAP) has been completed 
and a report on the review was laid before parliament and published on the Scottish Government 
website on 31 May 2013 setting out our statement of progress and conclusions. I can confirm that over 
90% of the actions set out in the EEAP have been completed and that we remain on track to meet our 
2020 target to reduce final energy consumption by 12%. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Finance 

 John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-14922 by John 
Swinney on 28 May 2013, whether it will provide the information that was requested and confirm 
whether it will seek a draft opinion on an independent Scotland’s credit rating from a credit rating 
agency. 

 (S4W-15300) 

John Swinney: As I made clear in response to question S4W-14922, given our position of relative 
financial strength we expect an independent Scotland to secure a top credit rating, almost two thirds of 
countries with an AAA rating are small countries with a population of less than 10 million. We will 
obtain a credit rating for Scotland at the appropriate time. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it monitors local government pension fund cash management arrangements. 

 (S4W-15470) 

John Swinney: Scottish Ministers do not monitor the fund cash management arrangements for the 
Local Government Pension Scheme. Under the terms of The Local Government Pension Scheme 
(Management and Investment of Funds) (Scotland) Regulations 2010 that is a matter for the fund 
administering authorities. In particular Regulation 11(3) requires that “the local authority must invest, in 
accordance with its investment policy, any fund money that is not needed immediately to make 
payments from the fund”. 

The Regulations also include the requirement for an investment policy, including the publication of a 
written statement of the principles governing its decisions about the investment of fund money. The 
authority must invest, in accordance with its investment policy, any fund money that is not needed 
immediately to make payments from the fund. The authority is required to obtain proper advice at 
reasonable intervals about its investments and must consider that advice. 

Local authorities are independent corporate bodies with their own powers and responsibilities and 
are entirely separate from the Scottish Government. As long as they act lawfully, it is up to each local 
authority how it manages its day-to-day business and decision making processes. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it has on how many local government pension funds have a cash management policy in 
place. 

 (S4W-15471) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government does not hold information on the cash management 
policies of Local Government Pension Scheme funds (LGPS). Responsibility for the management and 
investment of the LGPS funds falls to the fund administering authorities in terms of The Local 
Government Pension Scheme (Management and Investment of Funds) (Scotland) Regulations 2010. 

Health and Social Care 

 Linda Fabiani (East Kilbride) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
support it gives to the Scottish Association of Local Sports Councils and its member councils. 

 (S4O-02248) 

Shona Robison: Scottish Government support to the Scottish Association of Local Sports Councils 
and its member councils is routed through sportscotland. For the year beginning 1 November 2012 to 
31 October 2013 this investment will be up to 75% of its total costs. 

 

 

 



Clare Adamson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what support it gives to pregnant women trying to give up smoking. 

 (S4O-02250) 

Michael Matheson: All women are advised of the risks of antenatal smoking at booking and 
throughout their pregnancy, if they continue to smoke they are offered help and support with smoking 
cessation. 

 

Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the level of take-up is for the Scottish Bowel Screening Programme. 

 (S4O-02251) 

Michael Matheson: All men and women in Scotland between the ages of 50 and 74 are invited to 
participate in the bowel screening programme. The current level of uptake in the Scottish Bowel 
Screening Programme is 54.5%. Of the 54.5%, 57.9% are women and 51% are men. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when guidance 
was issued on the bed planning tool. 

 (S4W-15303) 

Alex Neil: On 8 May 2013 we announced the development of a new bed capacity and performance 
planning tool to support NHS boards. The tool is being developed to ensure that hospitals and 
communities have the right beds in place to treat patients as Scotland’s health service faces the 
challenge of an ageing population. Guidance has not yet been issued as the bed planning tool is 
currently under initial development. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
organisations were consulted on the development of the bed planning tool prior to its announcement in 
the news release of 8 May 2013. 

 (S4W-15304) 

Alex Neil: On 8 May 2013 we announced the development of a new bed capacity and performance 
planning tool to support NHS boards. The tool is being developed to ensure that hospitals and 
communities have the right beds in place to treat patients as Scotland’s health service faces the 
challenge of an ageing population. 

The bed planning tool will be evidence based and developed in consultation with clinical 
professionals from across NHSScotland to instil and ensure a consistent approach. This consultation 
will take place throughout the initial development phase. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what stage of 
development the bed planning tool has reached. 

 (S4W-15305) 

Alex Neil: On 8 May 2013 we announced the development of a new bed capacity and performance 
planning tool to support NHS boards. The tool is being developed to ensure that hospitals and 
communities have the right beds in place to treat patients as Scotland’s health service faces the 
challenge of an ageing population. 

The bed planning tool is in the initial stages of development. It will be developed in consultation with 
clinical professionals from across NHSScotland to instil and ensure a consistent approach. This new 
tool will be used alongside the established workforce planning tools which have been made mandatory 
that all NHS boards use. 

 

 



 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when NHS boards 
will start using the bed planning tool. 

 (S4W-15306) 

Alex Neil: NHS boards combine workforce and financial plans in their annual Local Delivery Plans 
(LDPs), which include a consideration of the number of beds required. 

We envisage that the bed planning tool will help NHS boards to develop their LDPs, at least in part, 
for the financial year 2014-15 and fully from 2015-16 onwards. The bed planning tool will also be 
subject to a process of continuous review and improvement to take into account new factors that 
emerge in healthcare planning. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what evidence the 
bed planning tool uses to project the number of beds needed. 

 (S4W-15307) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15304 on 12 June 2013. All answers 
to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for 
which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when the monthly monitoring of New Ways patient waiting times data started. 

 (S4W-15321) 

Alex Neil: We have been monitoring New Ways data monthly since its introduction in January 2008. 
We continually review and enhance our monthly monitoring process to ensure we are able to quickly 
identify any issues in individual boards. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-13978 by Alex Neil on 25 April 2013, whether the reduction in 
the number of (a) outpatients, (b) inpatients and (c) day cases removed from waiting lists under codes 
20, 21, 37, 38, 40, 41 and 42 between June 2012 and December 2012 was discussed at monitoring 
meetings with (i) Information Services Division chief executives or (ii) chairs of NHS boards. 

 (S4W-15322) 

Alex Neil: During last year a number of changes to the rule around the New Ways system were 
made to take account of the legislation for the 12 weeks legal treatment guarantee coming into effect 
from 1 October 2012. Guidance was issued in August 2012 under cover of CEL 32(2012) and CEL 
33(2012) which provides information on the changes to New Ways rules in relation to the treatment 
time guarantee, 18 weeks referral to treatment etc. 

This means that the information provided in the answer to parliamentary question S4W-13978 for 
June and December 2012, is not comparable as the data provided for December only relates to 
patients added to the waiting lists prior to 1 October 2012. 

Information on the treatment time guarantee is currently being collected from a local statistical return 
from boards and not through the New Ways warehouse, this return does not currently include 
information on removals from the waiting list. This is to allow boards’ time to make the necessary 
changes to their IT systems. It is planned that statistics will be reported on the treatment time 
guarantee through the New Ways warehouse shortly and will provide information on removals from 
lists.  

Information in relation to first outpatient consultation was also provided from a local statistical return 
for the quarter ending December 2012. Although the recent publication on 28 May 2013 now shows 
data for outpatients from the New Ways warehouse for all periods. Consequently due to these 
changes no specific discussions took place on the reductions between June and December 2012 due 
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to the changes in the rules. Information about the changes to the New Ways waiting time measures 
can be obtained on ISD Scotland’s website:  
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Waiting-Times/Publications/2013-02-26/2013-02-26-WT-
History.pdf. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-13978 by Alex Neil on 25 April 2013, whether there was a 
significant variation (a) between quarters or (b) in the level that might be expected for the size of NHS 
board in any quarter between March 2008 and December 2012 in the number of patients removed 
from waiting lists under code (i) 20, (ii) 21, (iii) 37, (iv) 38, (v) 40, (vi) 41 or (vii) 42. 

 (S4W-15323) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15322 on 12 June 2013. All answers 
to written parliamentary questions are available on the parliament’s website, the search facility for 
which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

The data shows no concerns on the level of patients returned back to their GP. Most of these relate 
to patient behaviour such as could not attend, did not attend etc. If for example a patient did not attend 
an appointment and the board refers them back to their GP they must record why this was reasonable 
and clinical appropriate to do so. Boards are also required to write to the patient advising of their 
decision and the consequence of that decision on the treatment time guarantee. GPs can of course re-
refer any patient back to the hospital. 

It should be borne in mind that the total number of returns to the GP for inpatient and day case 
treatment during the quarter ending 30 June 2012 for the codes indicated in the question was 1,640 
compared to the number of attendances of 104,112, this represents 1.3% of total attendances. The 
equivalent figure for first outpatient consultation was 10,032 compared to the number of attendances 
of 336,752, this represent 2.4% of total attendances. 

It is however important that boards continue to review their own local arrangements for booking, 
scheduling and managing appointments. For example, if a patient agrees a reasonable offer of 
appointment some boards are phoning/texting patients to remind them of their appointment in a bid to 
reduce did not attends. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
which NHS boards have stoma care forums; what information is collated nationally from these, and 
what action it is taking to encourage other boards to establish such forums. 

 (S4W-15366) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government recommended that local forums be set up to inform the 
provision of the stoma service. Information from these forums is not held centrally. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what visa 
requirements it expects would be in place for people from (a) China, (b) India and (c) the rest of the 
UK wanting to visit an independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-15487) 

Humza Yousaf: Details of our proposals on independence will be in the white paper to be published 
later this year. However we have already stated that an independent Scotland would negotiate to 
remain within the common travel area, maintaining an open border between Scotland and the rest of 
the UK. Visitors from the rest of the UK would not therefore require a visa to visit Scotland. 
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Transport Scotland 

 Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
for what reason the designation threshold for night-time noise nuisance on the Stirling Alloa Kincardine 
rail line has been set at 82db; what assessment it has carried out of the effects of such noise on 
people's health and wellbeing; what consideration it has made of the World Health Organization's 
(WHO) views on night-time noise nuisance, and whether it has asked the UK Government to seek a 
derogation for Scotland from the environmental noise directive. 

 (S4W-15337) 

Keith Brown: The Stirling Alloa Kincardine (SAK) Project set the night time mitigation threshold at 
82dB Lamax to align with other projects that had been through the Scottish Parliamentary Bill’s 
process after SAK and set the threshold at this level. 

The use of the Lamax metric in these circumstances is consistent with the WHO guidelines on noise, 
providing greater benefit to those affected. 

The Scottish Government liaises closely with both Health Protection Scotland (HPS) and Public 
Health England (PHE) to monitor the emerging research into the health effects of noise. As this 
dialogue develops on the potential health implications of noise, the Scottish Government will continue 
to work with HPS and PHE to enable us to develop appropriate policy responses. 

The Scottish Government takes account of a number of peer reviewed research studies and 
guidance, including the WHO’s guidance when developing noise policy. 

Directive 2002/49/EC relating to the assessment and management of the Environmental Noise 
Directive was transposed by the Scottish Government through the Environmental Noise (Scotland) 
Regulations 2006, which came into force on 5th October 2006. No derogation has been sought. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
the Highland Main Line upgrade project will reach the feasibility report stage. 

 (S4W-15454) 

Keith Brown: The 2012 High Level Output Specification states that phase two of the project will be 
delivered in Control Period 5 (2014-19). Due to the complexity of this project, detailed analysis must 
be undertaken to ensure that Ministers’ aspirations are achieved. Network Rail are expected to deliver 
a report on the options for phase two later this year. 

The first phase of the Highland Main Line improvements has been completed delivering two extra 
trains each way per day from December 2011 and journey time improvements of up to 18 minutes 
from December 2012. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
it will make a decision on which options to pursue for the Inverness-Aberdeen railway line 
improvements. 

 (S4W-15455) 

Keith Brown: Network Rail is continuing to undertake detailed development on the Inverness to 
Aberdeen Rail Improvements Project to ensure that the scheme better reflects the priorities and 
timings detailed in the Scottish Government’s High Level Output Specification, published on 21 June 
2012. 

My officials in Transport Scotland are continuing to work closely with Network Rail on the detailed 
requirements and timescales for the project. A decision on which options to pursue cannot be made 
until detailed proposals have been submitted to Transport Scotland by Network Rail. 

 

 

 



Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions Transport Scotland has had with tourism stakeholders regarding the chartering of train 
services on the Borders railway link on Saturdays. 

 (S4W-15464) 

Keith Brown: Transport Scotland has not had any discussions with tourism stakeholders regarding 
the chartering of train services on the Borders Railway project. However, Network Rail has recently 
commenced discussions with tourist train operators who have enquired about available train paths and 
the operators have stated that a Saturday is the main day for charter train operation. 

 


