
Friday 14 June 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide a membership list for the Scottish Coal Industry Sector Taskforce and the 
criteria by which the members were chosen. 

 

Holding answer issued: 10 June 2013 (S4W-15229) 

Fergus Ewing: A list of the members of the Scottish Coal Industry Taskforce is provided in the 
following table. 

No formal selection criteria is in place. Initial membership was sought from all major political parties 
and focussed on those council areas most affected by the redundancies announced at SRG. 

This approach was taken by myself after taking soundings from party leaders. There are four 
members each from the SNP and Labour and one from each of the Conservatives and the Liberal 
Democrats. 

The membership of a taskforce can vary as the group moves through different phases of work and 
others with skills relevant to a particular work stream become involved. Interested parties wishing to 
become members will be considered on an on-going basis.  

Present Members 

Fergus  Ewing Taskforce Chair  

Russel  Griggs  Taskforce Co- Chair  

Claire  Baker  MSP 

Adam Ingram  MSP 

Elaine Murray  MSP 

Aileen Campbell MSP 

Willie  Rennie MSP 

Willie Coffey  MSP 

Murdo Fraser  MSP 

Sandra Osborne MP 

Cathy Jamieson MP 

Chris Bryceland Scottish Enterprise 

Gordon  McGuiness Skills Development Scotland  

William Ramsay COSA 

Ronnie Stewart Unite 

Nicky  Wilson NUM  

Stephen  Boyd  STUC 

Grahame Smith STUC 

Colin  McDowall South Lanarkshire Council 

Cllr Jim Roberts East Ayrshire Council 

Cllr Maureen McKay East Ayrshire Council 

Alex Rowley Fife Council 

Douglas Reid East Ayrshire Council 

Shirley Linton North Lanarkshire Council 

Fiona Lees East Ayrshire Council 

Gavin  Stevenson Dumfries & Galloway Council 



Ian Johnson Midlothian Council 

Jim Birrell Fife Council 

Simon Cooke The Coal Authority 

David Skilling Scotland Office 

David Leitch DECC UK Gov 

Lin  Bunten SEPA 

John Glen  Buccleuch Estates 

George  Burgess SG - SEPA Sponsor 

David  Wilson  SG Energy 

Alan  Coleman SG - State Aid Unit 

Margaret  Sutor SG - PACE Team  

Steven McMahon Transport Scotland  

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it encourages 
the business and retail sector to comply with equal opportunities requirements in respect of 
transgender people. 

Holding answer issued: 13 June 2013 (S4W-15387) 

Fergus Ewing: Scottish Ministers and officials regularly speak to, meet and correspond with 
individual retailers and business organisations about a range of topics including equal opportunities, 
as part of on-going engagement with sectors of the economy. In addition, the Scottish Government 
has funded the Scottish Transgender Alliance project since 2007. The Scottish Transgender Alliance 
assists transgender people, service providers, employers and equality organisations to improve 
gender identity and gender reassignment equality, rights and inclusion in Scotland.  

At present, issues in relation to equal opportunities are reserved to the UK Government and 
enforcement of the Equality Act 2010 is a matter for the courts and the Equality and Human Rights 
Commission. An independent Scotland has the opportunity to improve on the UK regulatory model, 
streamlining and reinvigorating its functions to make them compatible with and reflective of our values 
and ambitions. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it expects the Scottish Legal Aid Board to report back with its findings on the development of 
proposals for contracting with criminal legal aid suppliers. 

Holding answer issued: 13 June 2013 (S4W-15392) 

Fergus Ewing: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15388 on 14 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many fallen stock have been recorded on farms in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-15499) 

Richard Lochhead: This information is not held centrally by the Scottish Government. 

 

Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
steps it is taking to reduce the number of fallen stock on farms. 

 (S4W-15500) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government is helping to reduce fallen stock numbers on farms in 
a number of ways, for example by ensuring the welfare needs of livestock in Scotland are met; by 
ensuring the provision of an effective animal health and disease control infrastructure; by encouraging 
pro-active farm health planning and best practice; and by facilitating national campaigns such as BVD 
eradication in Scotland. 

Governance and Communities 

Margo MacDonald (Lothian) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how many officials 
are on loan to it from other UK civil service departments, broken down by (a) directorate and (b) grade, 
and from what departments. 

 (S4W-15503) 

John Swinney: At 7 June 2013 there were 8 staff on loan from another government department to 
the Core Scottish Government. 

1 employee at C1 grade assigned to Directorate for Digital from Cabinet Office. 
1 employee at Fast Stream grade assigned to Directorate for Health and Social Care Integration from 
Department for Work and Pensions. 
1 employee at Fast Stream grade assigned to The Quality Unit (Health and Social Care) from 
Department for Work and Pensions. 
1 employee at B2 grade assigned to Directorate for Safer Communities from HM Revenue and 
Customs. 
1 employee at C2 grade assigned to Directorate for External Affairs from Home Office. 
1 employee at C3 grade assigned to Directorate for Justice from Ministry of Justice. 
1 employee at C1 grade assigned to Directorate for Justice from Scottish Court Service. 
1 employee at B1 grade assigned to Ministerial Private Offices from Historic Scotland. 

Health and Social Care 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
proportion of the dental equipment used at the Chalmers Dental Centre in Edinburgh is sterilised on 
site. 

 (S4W-15465) 

Michael Matheson: NHS Lothian advises that dental equipment is not sterilised at the Chalmers 
Dental Centre. Handpieces are processed at a compliant Specialist Primary Care and Community 
Dental Service decontamination unit in Bonnyrigg, Midlothian. All other items are processed at the 
hospital sterilisation and decontamination unit at the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
dental centres have (a) all and (b) some of their equipment sterilised at the Royal Infirmary of 
Edinburgh. 

 (S4W-15466) 

Michael Matheson: (a) NHS Lothian advises that the Edinburgh Dental Institute sends all 
equipment to the hospital sterilisation and decontamination unit (HSDU) at the Royal Infirmary of 
Edinburgh (RIE) to be sterilised. 

Instruments from St John’s Hospital dental unit clinics are also decontaminated and sterilised at the 
HSDU at the RIE. These include: specialist services for older, frail patients; out of hours services; 
orthodontics; special needs/sedation; medical photography - including items used to access the area/s 
to be photographed, such as mirrors, and their subsequent need to be decontaminated and sterilised. 

Instruments from the paediatric department in the Royal Hospital for Sick Children and St John’s 
Hospital maxillo-facial OPD 4 are all decontaminated and sterilised at the HSDU at the RIE. 

Theatre sessions in which patients receive general anaesthetic for more invasive procedures are not 
classified as dental clinics. This includes paediatrics and oral surgery. These instruments are 
decontaminated and sterilised at HSDU at RIE. 

(b) As reported in S4W-15465, some of the equipment from the Chalmers Dental Centre is sterilised 
at the HSDU at the RIE. 



 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many times the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh was late in returning dental equipment that it sterilised for 
(a) the Chalmers Dental Centre in Edinburgh and (b) other medical centres in 2012 and how many 
times it has been late in 2013. 

 (S4W-15467) 

Michael Matheson: (a) NHS Lothian has advised that there have been no reported late deliveries to 
Chalmers Dental Centre from the hospital sterilisation and decontamination unit at the Royal Infirmary 
of Edinburgh. 

NHS Lothian confirms that there have been no incidents of late delivery reported through the DATIX 
system (the NHS Lothian system used to highlight risks, adverse events and near misses). 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many appointments at the Chalmers Dental Centre in Edinburgh have been cancelled due to a lack of 
equipment in the last six months. 

 (S4W-15469) 

Michael Matheson: NHS Lothian advises that no appointments at Chalmers Dental Centre have 
been cancelled due to a lack of equipment in the last six months. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
the Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulation Agency proposal to regulate electronic cigarettes 
as medicines and what discussions it has had with the (a) agency with regard to this matter and (b) 
UK Government on whether the proposals are compliant with the EU directive on medicinal products 
for human use. 

 (S4W-15553) 

Michael Matheson: The regulation of medicines is a reserved matter. As set out in our Tobacco 
Control Strategy, Creating a Tobacco Free Generation, following the announcement of the Medicines 
and Healthcare Products Regulation Agency on 12 June to regulate Electronic Cigarettes as 
medicines, we will now consider what further advice may be required for the benefit of public health in 
Scotland. 

The UK Government has sought the views of the Scottish Government and the other Devolved 
Administrations in preparing a response to the proposals for a new European Commission Tobacco 
Products Directive. The Minister for Public Health last wrote to the UK Public Health Minister, Anna 
Soubry MP, about the proposal’s recommendation on Nicotine Containing Products on 23 May 2013. 

Learning and Justice 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government on 
what date it first asked the Scottish Legal Aid Board to develop proposals for contracting with criminal 
legal aid suppliers. 

Holding answer issued: 13 June 2013 (S4W-15388) 

Kenny MacAskill: The issue of contracting is not a new one, and the Scottish Legal Aid Board has 
a statutory duty to keep the legal system under review and report to Ministers. 

Most recently, the Board has been looking at this as one of a range of options for responding to 
funding pressures. 

Discussions continue with several interested parties. Once a package of possible measures 
emerges, there will be a consultation in the summer. This approach has been agreed with the Law 
Society. 

 



Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what instructions it gave to the Scottish Legal Aid Board when asking it to develop proposals for 
contracting with criminal legal aid suppliers. 

Holding answer issued: 13 June 2013 (S4W-15389) 

Kenny MacAskill: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15388 on 14 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what communication it has had with the Scottish Legal Aid Board regarding the development of 
proposals for contracting with criminal legal aid suppliers. 

Holding answer issued: 13 June 2013 (S4W-15390) 

Kenny MacAskill: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15388 on 14 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it had contact with the Scottish Legal Aid Board regarding the development of proposals for 
contracting with criminal legal aid suppliers prior to the publication of the report, A Sustainable Future 
for Legal Aid. 

Holding answer issued: 13 June 2013 (S4W-15391) 

Kenny MacAskill: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15388 on 14 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
the answer to question S4O-02203 by Kenny MacAskill on 5 June 2013, what the reasons are for the 
projected rise in prison population to an annual average of 8,300 in 2012-13. 

 (S4W-15501) 

Kenny MacAskill: The projections are based on past trends and do not explicitly model the 
potential impact of future changes in policy or practice on the prison population. While there was a 
small dip in the population between 2009-10 and 2010-11, the overall trend over the past 20 years has 
been upward and this is reflected in the most recent projections. The main drivers of the trend are 
described in paragraphs 28-36 of the Prison Statistics and Population Projections Scotland: 2011-12 
which can be accessed online at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PubPrisons. 

While the estimate of 8,300 for 2012-13 is for the main variant projection, the likely range of the 
projection is between 7,600 and 8,900. The methodology used for the projections is explained in 
section 4 of the publication. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to the second supplementary to question S4O-02201 by Kenny 
MacAskill on 5 June 2013, what its policy is on charging event organisers for policing under a single 
police force. 

 (S4W-15538) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PubPrisons


Kenny MacAskill: Chapter 13 of the Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012 sets out the 
arrangements allowing for the provision of, and charging for, certain services provided by the Police 
Service or the Scottish Police Authority (SPA). Section 86(9) of the Act makes clear that charges can 
only be made for police services “in connection with the maintenance of order, or the protection of 
persons or property from harm which are provided on, or in relation to land owned or occupied by the 
person who requests those services”. It is for the SPA to determine circumstances in which charges 
can be made and the scale of charges. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to the second supplementary to question S4O-02201 by Kenny 
MacAskill on 5 June 2013, how his statement that “the police are there to serve and not to operate as 
a business” reflects the charging for policing of music festivals and other events. 

 (S4W-15539) 

Kenny MacAskill: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15538 on 14 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to the second supplementary to question S4O-02201 by Kenny 
MacAskill on 5 June 2013, how the charging of event organisers for policing inside and in the direct 
vicinity of events such as football matches and music festivals reflects the cabinet secretary’s 
statement that “the police are there to serve and not to operate as a business”. 

 (S4W-15540) 

Kenny MacAskill: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15538 on 14 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
action Police Scotland (a) can and (b) does take against drivers of slow moving vehicles whose driving 
its officers consider could increase the likelihood of an accident; whether Police Scotland has plans to 
change its approach to dealing with such driving, and what information it (i) records and (ii) has on the 
number of accidents caused by this. 

 (S4W-15541) 

Kenny MacAskill: Police Scotland is committed to influencing road user behaviour and making 
Scotland’s roads safer for everyone. 

Driving behaviour which can be construed as increasing the risk of a collision is dealt with under the 
provisions of the Road Traffic Act 1988. Section 3 of this Act caters for offences of driving “without due 
care and attention or without reasonable consideration for other persons using the road or place”. 
Police officers who either detect or respond to a report of a driver travelling at a slow speed will deal 
with each incident as they deem appropriate. This will involve reviewing the individual circumstances 
and may result in the reporting of the incident to the Procurator Fiscal. 

Following the UK Government’s recent proposal to introduce a fixed penalty ticket for careless 
driving offences, Police Scotland is currently working with partners regarding its implementation in 
Scotland. 

Whilst all detected offences of careless driving and injury collisions are recorded by Police Scotland, 
the information is held in such a way that it could only be extracted at disproportionate cost. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Transport Scotland 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many train journeys between Edinburgh and Inverness have been reduced 
by (a) 35 minutes, (b) 25 minutes and (c) 15 minutes in the last year. 

 (S4W-15440) 

Keith Brown: In the last year, two services from Edinburgh to Inverness have reduced journey 
times of 16 minutes by comparing the December 2011 timetable with the December 2012 timetable. 
Further journey time improvements are linked to future projects on the Highland Main Line. 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-15439 

 


