
Monday 17 June 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
will publish its response to its consultation on a plastic bag tax. 

 (S4W-15445) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government has not consulted on a plastic bag tax. Our 
safeguarding Scotland’s resources consultation on efficient use of materials included a proposal for 
regulations requiring retailers to charge at least 5p for all single use carrier bags, regardless of 
material, and donate the net proceeds to good causes. We intend to publish our proposals soon, 
together with consultation responses and analysis. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it will publish the (a) responses to and (b) analysis of the responses to its, 
safeguarding Scotland’s resources consultation. 

 (S4W-15526) 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15445 on 17 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it will announce whether it plans to introduce legislation for a charge for single-use 
carrier bags. 

 (S4W-15528) 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15445 on 17 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Finance 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
the answer to question S4F-01418 by Alex Salmond on 30 May 2013 (Official Report, c. 20501), what 
estimate it has made of how much money would be allocated to Scotland if all corporation tax due to 
be paid was collected. 

 (S4W-15463) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government believes that everyone, including businesses, should pay 
the tax that is due. 

While we do not have access to detailed HMRC data, it is possible to estimate the value of the “Tax 
Gap”, defined as the difference between the total expected liability for corporation tax and the 
estimated actual receipts collected in Scotland. 

Based on the HMRC’s most recent estimate of the “Tax Gap” for corporation tax at the UK level of 
8.8% in 2010-11, we estimate that the value of the “Tax Gap” for onshore corporation tax in Scotland 
to be around £300 million in 2010-11. 
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Governance and Communities 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many people 

currently qualify for passported benefits, broken down by benefit. 

(S4W-13010) 

The following answer was corrected on 17 June 2013 

Nicola Sturgeon: The latest figures available for take up of passported benefits are shown on the 

following table: 

Benefit Latest Numbers Held 

Legal Aid 2011-12 - 137,000 legal assistance cases (to nearest 1000). 

Court Fee 

Exemptions 

2011-12 – 838 exemptions as a result of passported benefits, from 29,000 total 

exemptions.  

 

Free School 

Lunches 

2012 - 130,477 children and young people in Scottish schools were registered to 

receive a free school lunch. This figure includes a small number of children in 

P1-P3, who might not meet the eligibility criteria prescribed in statue, but are 

registered to free school lunches as part of  local initiatives designed to promote 

healthy eating in the early years. 

 
[Source: Summary statistics for attainment, leaver destinations and healthy 

living, No. 2: 2012 Edition, published June 2012] 

Education 

Maintenance 

Allowance 

(EMA) 

2011-12 - 34,390 young people received an EMA. 

 

 

Individual 

Learning 

Accounts (ILA) 

2011-12 54,082 individuals funded learning using an ILA account. 

 

NHS Optical 

Vouchers 

Year ending March 2012 - 340,258 voucher claims processed for the provision of 

glasses/contact lenses for those on a passported benefit.  

 

However, this is a demand led service with information collected on the number 

of claims processed in respect of eligible people who have received a voucher 

towards the cost of glasses/contact lenses. 

 

An individual may receive more than one voucher a year if it is considered 

necessary. 



Benefit Latest Numbers Held 

Free NHS 

Dental 

Treatment 

No figures are published. 

This is a demand led service which those in receipt of a passported benefit 

access as needed. Claims are submitted and counted for individual courses of 

treatment, not for individuals, and an individual may receive more than one 

course of treatment in a year if necessary. 

NHS Patient 

Travel 

This information is not collected centrally. 

Blue Badge 

Parking 

125,534 out of a total of 263,045 Blue Badges on issue at 31 March 2012 were 

awarded to individuals who passported automatically (without further 

assessment) to a Blue Badge. 

 

The 125,534 includes individuals in receipt of: 
the Higher Rate Mobility Component of Disability Living Allowance (HRMCDLA; 

a War Pensioners Mobility Supplement;  
a lump sum (at tariffs 1-8) of the Armed Forces Compensation Scheme; 

blind or registered blind people. 
We are unable to extract from the total number of badges issued automatically 

how many were to individuals in receipt of HRCMDLA. 

 

[Source: Scottish Transport Statistics 2012] 

Concessionary 

Travel 

283,650 people in Scotland are eligible for the higher rate of the mobility 

component of disability living allowance or the higher or middle rate of the care 

component of disability living allowance and could therefore apply for the 

National Concessionary Travel Scheme. 

 

Please note that this is the number for eligibility, not take up of the Scheme. 

[Source:  DWP, Feb 2012] 

Student Loans 

Exemptions  

2011-12 (academic year) under 50 borrowers were affected. 

 

 

Learning and Justice 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many additional needs assistants have been employed in schools in each 
of the last five years. 

 (S4W-15442) 

Michael Russell: The requested information on additional support needs auxiliary or care 
assistants, is collected as part of the teacher census in September each year and is given in the 
following table: 

Full-time equivalent numbers of additional support needs auxiliary or care assistants, 2008-2012
(1) 

Year Full-time equivalent 

2008 6,046 

2009 6,016 

2010 6,016 

2011 6,077 

2012 6,491 

(1) Includes all local authority schools and Jordanhill, the mainstream grant-aided school, but excludes 
all independent schools and the seven grant-aided special schools.  

 



Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
measures it is taking to encourage people to learn (a) Mandarin and (b) Cantonese. 

 (S4W-15490) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government has taken a number of steps over the past 4 years to 
encourage people to learn Mandarin and Cantonese as well as about Chinese culture and history. 
This includes the launch of 13 Confucius Classrooms serving 17 local authorities across the country; 
the launch of new national qualifications in Chinese languages at Higher and Advanced Higher; the 
funding for Headteachers to visit China and build up links; support for teachers from Tianjin schools 
linked with Scottish schools to live in Scotland and work in their partner schools, and funding for young 
people and accompanying teachers to undertake highly successful study visits and language 
immersion courses in China. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it has on how many schools (a) are twinned and (b) have electronic links with schools in 
China and what encouragement it gives to schools wanting to develop such initiatives. 

 (S4W-15493) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government does not collect data on the number of schools that are 
twinned with or have electronic links with schools in China. However, 12 of the 13 Confucius 
Classroom Hubs, covering 17 local authorities, are each twinned with schools in Tianjin in China. 
Details of these links are available at:  
http://www.strath.ac.uk/ciss/confuciusclassroomhubsinscotland/   

The remaining Confucius Classroom Hub is linked with a school in Chongqing. The Scottish 
Government is keen to encourage schools here to develop links with schools in China. The Confucius 
Institute for Scotland Schools, which is supported by the Scottish Government, provides advice and 
guidance for any school wishing to develop links with schools in China. Evidence of schools’ 
increasing interest in China is provided by the increasing numbers of young people taking and passing 
National Qualifications in Mandarin, a trend we expect to continue as Chinese language learning 
becomes embedded within Curriculum for Excellence. 

 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
action it is taking to encourage (a) trade, (b) educational and (c) other links with China; whether it is 
encouraging airlines to establish direct flights between Scotland and China to help improve these 
links; whether it considers that the visa arrangements for Chinese citizens entering the UK has an 
impact on such links and, if so, what discussions it has had with the UK Government in this regard. 

 (S4W-15482) 

Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government is committed to developing a long-term relationship with 
China, based on shared values, partnership and trust. This is articulated in Working with China: A Five 
Year Strategy for Engagement between Scotland and the People’s Republic of China, published in 
December 2012. 

On trade, Scottish Development International (SDI) actively works to cultivate business relationships 
and provides assistance directly in China through its offices in Beijing, Hong Kong, Shenzhen and 
Shanghai and across Scotland via SDI trade advisers and trade missions. In the last year we have 
seen SDI increase staff in China by nearly 30% (from 7 to 9) to provide on the ground support to more 
Scottish companies looking to export and explore opportunities in China. 

On higher education, the Scottish Government encourages participation in initiatives which target 
the mobility and internationalisation of students, staff and researchers with China at all levels. This 
includes contributing funding to a number of inward and outward scholarship schemes such as 
Scotland’s Saltire Scholarships, Study China, Saltire Scholarships for Outward Mobility Fund and the 
Hong Kong–Scotland Partners in Post-Doctoral Research Initiative. 

The Scottish Government has also taken a number of steps over the past four years to encourage 
people to learn Mandarin and Cantonese as well as learning about Chinese culture and history. This 

http://www.strath.ac.uk/ciss/confuciusclassroomhubsinscotland/


includes the launch of 13 Confucius Classrooms serving 17 local authorities across the country; the 
launch of new national qualifications in Chinese languages at Higher and Advanced Higher and 
funding for young people and accompanying teachers to undertake highly successful study visits and 
language immersion courses in China.  

With regard to culture, the First Minister signed a four year Cultural Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) between Scotland and China on 5 December 2011 in Beijing with China’s Minister of Culture, 
Mr Cai Wu. The MOU covers four key areas: cultural collaboration; best practice and talent 
development; educational outreach and, networking opportunities. Since the signing of the MOU, there 
has been a significant increase in new cultural collaboration, deepening of existing relationships and 
increased exchanges between both nations.  

On the issue of direct flights, the Scottish Government believes there is considerable potential for 
improving Scotland’s international air connections and the development of a direct air route between 
Scotland and China continues to be a key focus of our engagement with the Chinese Government and 
Chinese airlines. This is because securing a direct air route from China to Scotland will increase the 
attractiveness of Scotland for not only tourism but will lead to greater trade and investment to (and 
from) China. There is a demonstrated market demand with the Scottish Governments analysis of the 
route potential showing a mid-point forecast of some 58,000 passengers per annum. 

Visa policy and its enforcement is currently a matter reserved to the UK Government and dealt with 
by the Home Office. The Scottish Government welcomes visitors from China and the rest of the world, 
whether for business or tourism purposes and we need an immigration system which supports 
sustainable economic growth. Cost and processing time for visas can be a barrier to visitors; however, 
the UK/ China Approved Destination Status agreement recognises the value of visitors and seeks to 
make it easier for organised tours to visit the UK. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-15104 by Humza Yousaf on 3 June 2013, which parts of the 
document, Scotland’s International Framework, set out the policy objectives for its engagement with 
(a) Iraqi Kurdistan, (b) Iraq and (c) Turkey. 

 (S4W-15534) 

Humza Yousaf: I refer the Member to my previous answer (S4W-15104). All answers to written 
parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be 
found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

The Scottish Government is committed to delivering maximum value for Scotland through its 
overseas engagement, it helps Scotland connect with the main players overseas in attracting 
opportunities for/to Scotland, thus contributing to this Government’s purpose of sustainable economic 
growth. 

Our priority markets remain Canada, China, Europe and EU, India, Pakistan, South Asia and the 
USA. We will also develop and strengthen our connections with other nations around the world which 
help us deliver our purpose. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4O-02112 by Humza Yousaf on 15 May 2013 (Official Report, c. 
19792), when the meetings between Scottish Government ministers and representatives of the 
Kurdistan Regional Government took place, in which locations, and which ministers were involved. 

 (S4W-15535) 

Humza Yousaf: The meetings are outlined in the following table: 

Date Minister Meeting Location 

12 June 
2013 

Mr Yousaf, Minister for 
External Affairs and 

International 
Development 

Ms Bayan Sami Abdul Rahman, UK 
High Representative of the Kurdistan 

Regional Government 

Scottish 
Parliament 

9 November Mr Fergus Ewing, President of the Kurdistan Regional Brussels 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Date Minister Meeting Location 

2011 Minister for Energy, 
Enterprise and Tourism 

Government 

26 October 
2011 

First Minister  HE Mr Karim Sinjari, Minister for the 
Interior at Kurdistan Regional 

Government 

Bute House 

29 June 
2011 

Mr Fergus Ewing, 
Minister for Energy, 

Enterprise and Toursim 

HE Sinan Celebi, Minister for Trade and 
Industry and HE Samir Abdullah 

Mustafa, Minister for Municipalities and 
Tourism 

Scottish 
Parliament 

29 June 
2011 

Ms Fiona Hyslop, 
Cabinet Secretary for 
Culture and External 

Affairs 

Also met the above delegation Scottish 
Parliament 

 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4O-02112 by Humza Yousaf on 15 May 2013 (Official Report, c. 
19792), whether it will make a statement on the (a) nature and (b) extent of the development of 
business, cultural and educational links with Iraqi Kurdistan. 

 (S4W-15536) 

Humza Yousaf: There are no plans at present to publish a statement on the (a) nature and (b) 
extent of our developing links with Iraqi Kurdistan.  

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-15103 by Humza Yousaf on 3 June 2013, whether it has had 
discussions with the Government of Turkey on the future of Iraqi Kurdistan in the last six months. 

 (S4W-15537) 

Fiona Hyslop: Scottish Ministers have had no discussions with the Turkish Government on the 
future of Iraqi Kurdistan in the last six months. 

 


