
Wednesday 26 June 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Crown Office 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many mental 
health professionals have been charged under the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 
2003 with making false statements on a relevant document in each year since 2003-04. 

 (S4W-15662) 

Lesley Thomson: It is an offence under section 318 of the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) 
(Scotland) Act 2003 (“the Act”) to make a false statement on a relevant document. 

The Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) has not received any charges under this 
section of the Act since 2003. 

COPFS does not hold information on whether the police have charged any person under section 
318 of the Act and which have not been reported to COPFS. 

Enterprise and Environment 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether an 
independent assessment was carried out prior to the recently reported land swap between Forestry 
Commission Scotland and Anders Holch Povlsen. 

Holding answer issued: 24 June 2013 (S4W-15582) 

Paul Wheelhouse: All land involved in this land swap was independently valued. However, 
decisions on individual land purchase, sales and exchanges are for Forestry Commission Scotland, 
working within established procedures (such as those set out in the Scottish Public Finance Manual) 
and the Scottish Government’s forestry policies and all processes and procedures are subject to 
annual audit. 

The factors taken into account by Forestry Commission Scotland in considering this land swap were 
the key strategic targets for the National Forest Estate including those for timber production, new 
woodland creation, public access and conservation/biodiversity. Each component of the land swap 
was individually assessed and then reviewed for its wider public benefits. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
factors it considered prior to approving the recently reported land swap between Forestry Commission 
Scotland and Anders Holch Povlsen. 

Holding answer issued: 24 June 2013 (S4W-15583) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15582 on 26 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what estimate it has made of the amount that will be available for projects under the 
Landfill Communities Fund following the devolution of additional taxation powers and how this 
compares with the current level of funding. 

 (S4W-15636) 

John Swinney: In 2010-11, the most recent year for which full figures are available, the maximum 
amount that landfill operators were able to pay into the landfill tax credit scheme that supports the 
current UK Landfill Tax Communities fund was set at 5.5% of their total tax liability. In that year, 
around £5 million was contributed to projects in Scotland [out of a total distributed UK-wide of £71 
million]. Over the past 5 years, the fund has distributed between £4 million and £5 million annually to 
projects in Scotland. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


The Landfill Tax (Scotland) Bill includes provision to establish a landfill tax credit scheme for 
Scotland. This will replace the current UK schemes as it applies to Scotland. 

As set out in our consultation (Protecting Our Resources: a Consultation on a Scottish Landfill Tax), 
the Scottish Government intends to raise the tax credit threshold to increase the maximum amount 
that landfill operators in Scotland will be able to pay into the fund by 10 per cent over the UK system, 
for the first three years of its operation. As with the current UK scheme, the total amount available 
through the scheme will be proportionate to receipts from landfill tax in Scotland. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it will introduce legislation based on the recommendations of the Land Reform Review Group’s final 
report and, if so, when. 

 (S4W-15646) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Community Empowerment and Renewal Bill is currently proceeding and 
any relevant recommendations that the review group can make within the Bill timescale, will be taken 
forward as part of that Bill. The Bill team and review group are liaising closely to ensure that this 
happens. 

The Scottish Government will look to take any necessary action to legislate on the proposals in the 
group’s final report as quickly as possible following the production of the report but we don’t wish to 
prejudge the outcome of the review group’s work at this time, given that the second phase of its work 
is in its early stages and in advance of ministers having the opportunity to consider the review group’s 
findings. 

Finance 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when the Cabinet Secretary for Infrastructure, Investment and Cities last visited 
each of Scotland’s cities; whom she met, and what was discussed. 

 (S4W-15611) 

Nicola Sturgeon: All ministerial engagements are proactively published on the Scottish 
Government’s website. 

Governance and Communities 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many and what percentage of its vehicle fleet are/is (a) electric or (b) hybrid vehicles.   

 (S4W-15784) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has 4 electric (2%) and 22 hybrid vehicles (10%) in its 
fleet. 

Health and Social Care 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the reported incidence of (a) early and (b) late onset group B streptococcus infection has been in each 
year since 2003. 

 (S4W-15628) 

Michael Matheson: The number of laboratory confirmed reports of invasive group B streptococcal 
infections in neonates with early and late onset (as defined below) infection for the period of 2009 to 
mid-June 2013 for Scotland are summarised in table 1. Figures for 2003-08 are unavailable due to 
comparable data not being available for these years. 

Table 1: Number and incidence of confirmed laboratory reports of invasive Streptococcal Group B 
infections by year (2009-13 up to mid-June) in those aged up to 90 days: 
 
 
 



 
Number of invasive Streptococcal Group B reports by year 

  2009 2010 2011 2012 2013* 

Early onset (defined as 
less than 7 days of age 
when sample taken) 
number of reports 27 27 27 27 7 

Early onset estimated 
incidence per 1000 births 0.46 0.46 0.46 0.47 0.26 

Late onset (defined as 7-
90 days of age when 
sample taken) number of 
reports 15 19 21 20 10 

Late onset estimated 
incidence per 1000 births 0.25 0.32 0.36 0.34 0.37 

Number of births per year 
(National Records 
Scotland) 59046 58791 58590 58027 

Not 
available 
as yet * * 

The following caveats should be borne in mind when considering this data: 

Invasive illness in this situation is defined as any report in which blood or CSF has been taken for 
clinical diagnosis. This is the closest comparative we have in Electronic Communication of 
Surveillance in Scotland (ECOSS) as information on the clinical diagnosis of individuals is incomplete 
and often not reported. 

The date the first sample was taken from an individual has been used as a proxy for date of onset of 
illness as we do not have detailed information on date of onset of illness in ECOSS. 

* Note that the figures for 2013 are provisional, based on reports received up to mid-June and will 
change as more data including retrospective reports are received throughout the year. 

**Incidence estimated based on average birth cohort size from previous four years, assuming that by 
mid-June 5.5/12 of birth have occurred 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many NHS microbiology laboratories follow the UK Standards for Microbiology Investigations: 
Processing Swabs for Group B Streptococcal Carriage. 

 (S4W-15629) 

Michael Matheson: This information is not held centrally. However, the UK Standards for 
Microbiology Investigations (SMI) are endorsed by the Scottish Microbiology Forum (now superseded 
by the Scottish Microbiology and Virology Network) and each laboratory in Scotland uses these 
standards as the basis for developing and maintaining their own local standard operating procedures 
for laboratory investigations. The SMI standards are used as a basis for assessment Clinical 
Pathology Accreditation inspections and laboratory are therefore expected to adhere to Standards 
recommended by the SMI. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
steps it is taking to educate health professionals about the suitability of different tests for group B 
streptococcal carriage. 

 (S4W-15630) 

Michael Matheson: There are no specific national educational initiatives commissioned by the 
Scottish Government about the suitability of different tests for group B streptococcal carriage. 

Healthcare professionals will have to demonstrate knowledge, skills and competence relevant to 
their profession during their undergraduate and postgraduate training, including in areas of diagnosis 



and appropriate treatments. It is also a professional obligation that such staff participate in continuous 
professional development activities in order to keep their knowledge and skills up-to-date. 

In the absence of specific national educational initiatives, healthcare staff are expected to follow 
professional guidance from their respective royal colleges, such as the recently revised guidance “The 
Prevention of Early-onset Neonatal Group B Streptococcal Disease” from the Royal College of 
Obstetricians and Gynaecologists, issued in June 2012. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
steps it is taking to make testing of pregnant women in Scotland for group B streptococcal infection as 
described in UK Standards Microbiology Investigations: Processing Swabs for Group B Streptococcal 
Carriage available on request, and what the timetable is. 

 (S4W-15631) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government is given independent advice by the UK National 
Screening Committee (NSC), the independent expert advisory group who advise ministers and the 
NHS in the four UK countries about all aspects of screening. 

The NSC reviewed the policy for Group B Streptococcus (GBS) in November 2012. This review 
considered all the available medical evidence regarding the risks and benefits of screening all 
pregnant women. The committee recommended that a national screening programme for Group B 
Streptococcus should not be introduced. The NSC will continue to keep screening for Group B 
Streptococcus under review and will consider the policy again in 2015-16, or earlier, if significant new 
evidence emerges. 

The Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists (RCOG) issued revised guidelines, ‘The 
Prevention of Early-onset Neonatal Group B Streptococcal Disease’, in June 2012. This recommends 
an approach to antibiotics administration based on maternal risk factors. NHS boards in Scotland are 
expected to follow professional guidance issued by the RCOG to identify which women, based on 
maternal risk factors, should be screened for GBS during pregnacy. 

The UK Standards for Microbiology Investigations: Processing Swabs for Group B Streptococcal 
Carriage (SMI B58) endorses and supports the recommendations that only those pregnant women 
assessed as being at high risk should be tested. The document provides a recommended method for 
such testing. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the impact of the 2003 Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists 
guideline, The Prevention of Early-onset Neonatal Group B Streptococcal Disease, on the incidence of 
group B streptococcal infections in newborn babies in Scotland and what it expects the impact will be 
of the 2012 update. 

 (S4W-15632) 

Michael Matheson: As set out in the answer to question S4W-15628 on 26 June 2013, the number 
of laboratory confirmed reports of early onset invasive Group B streptococcal infections has not 
changed significantly over the last four years (2009-12), for which data collection is complete. Figures 
for 2013 are provisional, based on reports received up to mid-June and will change as more data, 
including retrospective reports, are received throughout the year. 

Current practice for testing for Group B Streptococcal (GBS) infection in Scotland is based on the 
current Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists ‘Green-top’ guideline updated in July 2012 
and current testing methods in Scotland, as for the rest of the UK, are based on the culture of the 
organism as described in the Health Protection Agency’s document UK Standards for Microbiology 
Investigations-Processing Swabs for Group B Streptococcal Carriage. 

The revised RCOG guideline looked at whether all pregnant women should be offered 
bacteriological screening for GBS. The guideline states that there is currently no conclusive evidence 
that routine antenatal screening would reduce mortality rates and that it could carry disadvantages for 
the mother and baby including: anaphylaxis; increased medicalisation of labour and the neonatal 
period; and possible infection with antibiotic-resistant organisms, particularly when broad-spectrum 
antibiotics such as amoxicillin are used for prophylaxis. 



The approach recommended is on risk-factor basis only, therefore pregnant women in Scotland are 
not currently routinely offered testing for Streptococcal Group B infection as part of their antenatal 
care. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
plans to ban the promotions firm Bounty, from NHS maternity wards. 

 (S4W-15656) 

Michael Matheson: In Scotland, NHS hospitals decide locally whether to allow Bounty 
representatives on to maternity wards. 

The Scottish Government does not hold any central contracts with Bounty or have any influence 
over the conduct of their sales representatives. But as with all hospital visitors, we would expect them 
to respect the privacy of all women and their families. This is an operational matter for NHS boards. 

Learning and Justice 

Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what it is doing to improve numeracy in the later years of primary school. 

 (S4O-2310) 

Alasdair Allan: We are committed to improving numeracy levels in Scotland and monitoring 
performance through the Scottish Survey of Literacy and Numeracy. In response to the numeracy 
survey published last year, Education Scotland published a suite of practical resources to support 
primary and secondary teachers, and undertook a series of events around the country to promote their 
effective use in the classroom. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what guidance it has 
issued to further education colleges on the need to provide education and training opportunities for 
disabled people. 

 (S4O-2311) 

Michael Russell: In my strategic guidance, I have asked the Scottish Funding Council (SFC) to 
work in partnership with Enable, the Scottish Consortium for Learning Disabilities and other partners in 
securing improvements in retention, attainment and progression for college students with learning 
disabilities. 

This has led to the SFC building partnerships to improve outcomes for disabled learners through a 
range of measures, including the creation of support posts in colleges and a new good practice guide. 

Specific guidance to colleges is then provided by the SFC who are responsible for negotiating 
college outcome agreements, which include targets for students with additional support needs. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason it is 
not participating in the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) programme 
for the International Assessment of Adult Competencies. 

 (S4W-15617) 

Angela Constance: Scottish Government officials are currently liaising with the OECD to determine 
the feasibility and cost of participating in the third round of the Programme for the International 
Assessment of Adult Competencies (PIAAC). This round of PIAAC will commence in 2014-15 and 
results will be available for Scotland in 2019-20. Advice for ministers consideration is being prepared 
and a decision from ministers will follow. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether schools 
are required to provide (a) support or (b) training for children with asthma or food allergies who have to 
self-administer medication in the case of an adverse reaction. 

 (S4W-15687) 

Alasdair Allan: The guidance on the Administration of Medicines in Schools makes it clear that It is 
for NHS boards to ensure that appropriate agreements are in place with education authorities, which 
determine the respective responsibilities of each in relation to the administration of medicines in 
schools (local protocols and procedures, including training). NHS boards, education authorities. and 
schools should work in co-operation to determine need and plan and co-ordinate effective local 
provision. Children will be advised on managing their medication by their health professional. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what (a) support 
or (b) training there is for (i) teachers and (ii) other school staff regarding the administration of 
medication for pupils with severe allergies. 

 (S4W-15688) 

Alasdair Allan: The guidance on the Administration of Medicines in Schools recommends education 
authorities should liaise with NHS boards to ensure that all staff involved with pupils with health care 
needs have received a basic understanding of those needs and to ensure staff who are willing to 
administer medication to pupils receive the appropriate level of training, provided by the school health 
team, supplemented as required by health specialists. 

The guidance also indicates that training for staff should include the recognition of the signs and 
symptoms of mild and severe allergic reactions, first aid procedures including the protection of airways 
and the recovery position, administration of medication including the use of auto-injectors and 
emergency procedures. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what training is 
provided to all educational staff on the (a) recognition and (b) treatment of allergic reactions. 

 (S4W-15689) 

Alasdair Allan: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15688 on 26 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the legal 
status is of protection against prosecution for school staff who have helped to administer or have 
administered medication to pupils. 

 (S4W-15690) 

Alasdair Allan: As the employer of staff in schools who administer medication to pupils this is a 
matter for education authorities. The guidance on the administration of medicines in schools makes 
clear that it is for education authorities to ensure that their insurance/indemnification arrangements 
provide full cover for staff who volunteer to administer medication within the scope of their 
employment. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many school 
children have been diagnosed with asthma or a severe allergy. 

 (S4W-15691) 

Alasdair Allan: Information on the number of pupils with asthma or a severe allergy are not 
collected or held centrally. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many and 
what percentage of schools are equipped with emergency inhalers or medication to treat severe 
allergic reactions. 

 (S4W-15692) 

Alasdair Allan: Pupils individual health care needs, and the plans to meet these healthcare needs, 
which include emergency procedures, determine the medication which is held in schools. The specific 
information requested is not held centrally. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it will 
publish its review of The Administration of Medicines in Schools. 

 (S4W-15693) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government has committed to review the guidance on the 
Administration of Medicines in Schools following the conclusion of the review of guidance on children 
unable to attend school due to ill health. This review is due to conclude in January 2014. It is intended 
that work on the review of the guidance on Administration of Medicines will begin in March 2014 and 
revised guidance made available during 2014. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it assesses the 
impact of its international development work. 

Holding answer issued: 25 June 2013 (S4W-15615) 

Humza Yousaf: The Scottish Government is committed to rigorous monitoring and evaluation 
procedures for all Scottish Government funded activity. The monitoring, reporting and evaluation 
system for Scottish Government funded projects is outcomes focussed and structured to enable 
disaggregation of monitoring outcomes at project, programme and policy levels. Applications to the 
Scottish Government International Development Fund are assessed on their commitment and capacity 
to conduct thorough and rigorous monitoring and evaluation and effective project and programme 
management and adherence to these requirements is a condition of the grant contract. All applications 
are assessed by an independent contractor. Successful applicants are required to provide six monthly 
and annual reports for their projects evidencing progress made toward achieving their project 
outcomes and impact. 

The Scottish Government is currently undertaking a review of the monitoring and evaluation 
framework. The cost of this activity will not be drawn from the International Development Fund. 

 

Bill Walker (Dunfermline) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government on what date Scottish 
data from the 2011 Census will be made available to the public. 

 (S4W-15738) 

Fiona Hyslop: Scottish data from the 2011 Census is already available to the public online via the 
Scotland’s Census website: http://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk: 

Population estimates from the 2011 Census were published in December 2012. Population 
estimates at local authority level were published in March 2013. More detailed results, based upon 
answers to all the questions included in the 2011 Census questionnaire, will continue to be released 
throughout 2013. A full plan of our release schedule can be found in our Census Outputs Prospectus 
(available from the Scotland’s Census website). 

 

Bill Walker (Dunfermline) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government when the data on 
religion in Scotland from the 2011 Census will be published. 

 (S4W-15739) 

Fiona Hyslop: Release 2 outputs from Scotland’s Census, which will include statistics relating to 
religion, are due to be published from late summer 2013. Detail about this release and further 

http://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/


information is available from the National Records of Scotland publication: Scotland’s Census 2011 
Outputs Prospectus which can be found via: 
www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk. 

 

Bill Walker (Dunfermline) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason the 
data on religion from the 2011 Census is released later in Scotland than in England and Wales. 

 (S4W-15740) 

Fiona Hyslop: Although the census was carried out on the same date in all UK countries, Scotland 
developed its own separate timetable and approach for releasing the data, designed to ensure outputs 
are of high quality and relevant to users of Scottish data. 

 

The following question received a holding answer: 

S4W-15619 

http://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/

