
Thursday 27 June 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Richard Lyle (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
progress it has made with the UK Government regarding the repatriation of income from the red meat 
levy. 

 (S4O-2321) 

Richard Lochhead: We have continued to press the UK Government on this issue. It’s clearly not 
right that this year alone approx. £1.4 million of levy income paid by Scottish farmers is not available to 
promote our fabulous red meat brands. The UK Government had the prefect platform to announce its 
intention to repatriate levy income to Scotland when the Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs Secretary of State attended the Royal Highland Show last Friday. Sadly Owen Paterson chose 
not to do so. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
role it has in the work of the Land Reform Review Group.  

 (S4W-15647) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Land Reform Review Group was announced in July 2012, by the First 
Minister. It was set up by the Scottish Government to develop innovative and radical proposals that 
will contribute to Scotland’s future success. 

Richard Lochhead, Cabinet Secretary Rural Affairs and the Environment, in discussion with Scottish 
Government officials, appointed the three original members of the review group. These were Dr Alison 
Elliot (Chair), Professor Jim Hunter (Vice Chair) and Dr Sarah Skerratt (Vice Chair). 

The appointment of the group’s 13 advisers also took into account recommendations from the 
review group chair, Alison Elliot. Replacements for Professor Hunter and Dr Skerratt, involved 
discussion between ministers, Scottish Government officials and the review group themselves. 

The Scottish Government provide administrative support for the group, as well as paying fees for the 
review group members. The review group’s advisers do not receive fees, but are paid expenses. 
Scottish Ministers commented on the initial work programme and have been consulted and 
interviewed as part of the process, as have representatives of a wide range of political, community and 
personal opinion. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many meetings it has had with the Land Reform Review Group; when these took place; who attended, 
and what was discussed.  

 (S4W-15648) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government has met with the Land Reform Review Group on 
seven occasions. These are as follows: 

23 August 2012 - Visit and photo opportunity at Neilston Development Trust with the Cabinet 
Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment and the Land Reform Review Group (Alison Elliott, 
Sarah Skerratt, Jim Hunter). 

2 October 2012 - Meeting to discuss the group’s work plan between the Cabinet Secretary for Rural 
Affairs and the Environment, the Minister for Environment and Climate Change and the Land Reform 
Review Group (Alison Elliott, Sarah Skerratt, Jim Hunter) and Scottish Government officials. 

20 November 2012 - Meeting to discuss links between the review and the work on the Community 
Empowerment and Renewal Bill. Present: Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment, 
Minister for Environment and Climate Change, Minister for Local Government and Planning, the Land 
Reform Review Group (Alison Elliot, Jim Hunter, Sarah Skerratt) and Scottish Government officials. 



18 December 2012 – Meeting to discuss details of Review Group’s plans on urban issues to link with 
Community Empowerment and Renewal Bill. Present: Minister for Environment and Climate Change, 
Minister for Local Government and Planning, the Land Reform Review Group (Alison Elliot, Jim Hunter 
and via phone, Sarah Skerratt), and Scottish Government officials. 

14 March 2013 – Meeting to update on review progress. Present: Paul Wheelhouse (Minister for 
Environment and Climate Change), Alison Elliot (Chair, Review Group) and Scottish Government 
officials. 

8 May 2013 – Meeting to update on links with Community Empowerment and Renewal Bill, options 
for ensuring that liaison between review group and Bill team continue, and any options for early 
legislation through the Community Empowerment and Renewal Bill, that have been identified during 
phase 1 of the review. Present: Minister for Environment and Climate Change, Minister for Local 
Government and Planning, and the Land Reform Review Group (Alison Elliott, Sarah Skerratt, Ian 
Cooke) and Scottish Government officials. 

13 June 2013 – Update on progress and ideas for phase 2 approach. Present: Minister for 
Environment and Climate Change, the Land Reform Review Group (Alison Elliot, Ian Cooke, John 
Watt), and Scottish Government officials. 

In addition, Scottish Government officials act as the secretariat for the group and have constant 
contact with them on operational matters. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
was advised of Forestry Commission Scotland's decision to transfer land to Glenfeshie Estate, and 
what its response was. 

 (S4W-15651) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Forestry Commission Scotland has delegated authority from the Scottish 
Government to manage the National Forest Estate (via Forest Enterprise Scotland). This includes 
purchase, sale or exchange of land. Therefore there was no requirement for Forestry Commission 
Scotland to advise the Scottish Government of its decision to transfer land to Glenfeshie Estate. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what percentage of the small and medium-sized enterprise (SME) Growth Programme 
funding has been ring-fenced for people age 16 to 24. 

 (S4W-15708) 

John Swinney: The SME Growth Programme has been designed to maximise the opportunities for 
young people to benefit from the jobs that will be created, for example through, the alignment of the 
Business Gateway additional growth services, with the employer recruitment incentive also being 
delivered by local authorities. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the £15.1 million announced on 12 June 2013 for the small and medium-sized 
enterprise (SME) Growth Programme from the European Regional Development Fund was included in 
the money that was announced by the Scottish Government on 9 May 2012. 

 (S4W-15709) 

John Swinney: The announcement on 9 May 2012 set out the Scottish Government’s commitment 
to focus remaining structural funds allocations towards youth employment. The announcement on 12 
June 2013 was to provide the detail of the additional support services that will be offered to SMEs 
across Scotland. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what percentage of the £22.75 million of support from Scottish Enterprise and Business 
Gateway for the small and medium-sized enterprise Growth Programme that was announced on 12 
June 2013 will be provided by (a) Scottish Enterprise and (b) Business Gateway. 



 (S4W-15710) 

John Swinney: 32% (£7.2 million) is provided by Scottish Enterprise, 36% (£8.25 million) is 
provided by Highlands and Islands Enterprise with the remaining 32% (£7.3 million) being provided by 
Business Gateway/local authorities. 

 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what percentage of the £22.75 million of support from Scottish Enterprise and Business 
Gateway for the small and medium-sized enterprise Growth Programme that was announced on 12 
June 2013 will be cash. 

 (S4W-15712) 

John Swinney: All match funding for European structural funds projects has to be cash. This can 
include specific additional staff costs to directly support businesses. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what percentage of the £22.75 million of support from Scottish Enterprise and Business 
Gateway for the small and medium-sized enterprise (SME) Growth Programme that was announced 
on 12 June 2013 is money that had not previously been announced. 

 (S4W-15713) 

John Swinney: None of the £22.75 million has been previously announced. This is match funding 
for new European Regional Development Fund activity. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
producing guidance regarding setting up foodbanks and how they should operate. 

 (S4W-15755) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government does not provide guidance regarding the set-up or 
the operation of food banks. 

Finance 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it offers to bidders that have been unsuccessful when tendering for a public contract. 

Holding answer issued: 24 June 2013 (S4W-15569) 

Nicola Sturgeon: For public contracts below the Offcial Journal of the European Union (OJEU) 
threshold, unsuccessful suppliers will be notified via an unsuccessful letter. A supplier is entitled to ask 
for the reasons why their tender was unsuccessful. All feedback will be based on the objective criteria 
that was used to evaluate the tender response, and should cover the positive aspects and suggest 
areas for improvement of the unsuccessful bid. Suppliers will then have the opportunity to address 
these issues and improve their competitiveness in any future bids. 

For public contracts above the OJEU threshold (excluding exempt contracts such as Part B service 
contracts), unsuccessful suppliers will be issued with a standstill notice in accordance with the EU 
Procurement Directives. The standstill notice will contain the contract award criteria, the score 
obtained by the tenderer and the successful tenderer, the name of the successful tenderer, a 
summary of the reasons why the tenderer was unsuccessful and the characteristics and relative 
advantages of the successful tender. If tenderers make a written request, additional de-brief 
information must be provided within 15 days. A debrief may also be provided face-to-face or via 
telephone as part of this process. 

For exempt contracts above the OJEU threshold, unsuccessful suppliers will be notified via an 
unsuccessful letter. It remains procurement best practice to provide these unsuccessful suppliers with 
feedback on their tender submission in order to enable them to improve their competitiveness in any 
future bids. 



Further guidance is available on the Procurement Journey and the Supplier Journey which set out 
procurement best practice guidance for the public sector and procedures for Suppliers, which are 
published on the Scottish Government’s website: 

www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/Procurement/buyer-information/spdlowlevel 

www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/Procurement/Selling/SupplierJourney 

Governance and Communities 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what (a) meetings, 
(b) correspondence and (c) communications the Minister for Local Government and Planning has had 
with representatives of local authorities regarding the impact of the so-called bedroom tax on local 
authority (i) tenants, (ii) housing and (iii) budgets and what issues were considered. 

 (S4W-15694) 

Margaret Burgess: As part of our partnership, working ministers are in regular contact with local 
government on a range of issues including the UK Government’s reforms to the welfare system.  The 
latest COSLA and Scottish Government political meeting to discuss welfare reform took place on 4 
June 2013. The Deputy First Minister and the Minister for Local Government and Planning, both 
attended this meeting and discussed the so-called bedroom tax. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what information it 
collects regarding foodbanks. 

 (S4W-15751) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government does not routinely collect information on food banks. 
However, we are aware that the Trussell Trust, a key provider of food aid in the UK, is operating 17 
food banks in Scotland with a further 18 in development. In the last 12 months, the Trussell Trust 
reports that they had more than 14,000 referrals to their food banks in Scotland. It is important to note, 
however, that the Trussell Trust is only one of many different providers of food aid. Currently, the 
Scottish Government is exploring the feasibility of routinely monitoring food-aid provision and demand 
in Scotland. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it gathers 
information on the (a) use and (b) scale of demand for foodbanks and, if so, whether it will publish this. 

 (S4W-15752) 

Margaret Burgess: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15751 on 27 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what information it has 
on how many foodbanks there are in each local authority area. 

 (S4W-15754) 

Margaret Burgess: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15751 on 27 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
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Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether local authorities will continue to deliver the Scottish Welfare Fund beyond the 
period of the interim arrangements. 

 (S4W-16078) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Following the successful launch of the interim fund, we have agreed with COSLA 
leaders that local authorities are best placed to take on delivery of the Scottish Welfare Fund on a 
permanent basis. We will continue to work together to share good practice, overcome any concerns 
and help develop further accessibility and delivery alternatives for the fund. This includes working 
together to set up a new reference group to develop the necessary legislation. The group will include 
representatives from local authorities, Child Poverty Action Group, Citizens Advice Scotland, Poverty 
Alliance, Shelter, Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations, Inclusion Scotland and the Scottish 
Public Services Ombudsman. 

Health and Social Care 

Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what progress it has made on deciding on the location of the proposed national performance centre for 
sport. 

 (S4O-2320) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The closing date for submission of stage 2 bids is 5 July 2013. The bids will then 
be assessed by the steering group who will offer advice and recommend a preferred bidder which I 
expect to be in a position to announce on schedule this summer. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has 
to continue the work of the Children and Young People’s Allergy Network Scotland at the end of the 
current funding period. 

 (S4W-15796) 

Michael Matheson: The Children and Young People’s Allergy Network has recurring funding from 
2011-12 for a lead clinician and administrator. An application for the formalisation of the network’s 
future status as a national managed clinical network will be considered by the National Specialist 
Services Committee in August 2013. 

Learning and Justice 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position 
is on calls for the institution that will be established following the merger of Stow College, John 
Wheatley College and North Glasgow College to recognise Mary Barbour in its name. 

Holding answer issued: 24 June 2013 (S4W-15557) 

Michael Russell: While college names are a matter for merging colleges to determine. It would be 
sensible for them to consider their local community, local history, and figures of local significance 
when considering their choices. The suggestion of Mary Barbour fits well in that regard and I note the 
positive support for it from Trade Unions and others. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many (a) fires and (b) fatal fires have taken place in Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMO) properties 
since 2001, broken down by local authority area, and how many were in properties for people 
considered vulnerable because they (i) are homeless, (ii) live in a hostel, (iii) have mental health 
issues and (iv) are recovering from substance abuse. 

Holding answer issued: 26 June 2013 (S4W-15619) 

Roseanna Cunningham: HMO 

(a) The following table provides information on the total number of fires attended by Scottish Fire 
and Rescue Services for dwelling HMOs from 2009-10 to 2011-12. Prior to 2009-10 fires in HMOs 
could not be identified in the data. 



Local Authority 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

Aberdeen City 2 7 2 

Aberdeenshire 1 2 1 

Angus 0 1 3 

Argyll and Bute 0 2 2 

Clackmannanshire 0 0 0 

Dumfries and Galloway 5 2 1 

Dundee City 10 11 5 

East Ayrshire 0 1 0 

East Dunbartonshire 0 0 0 

East Lothian 1 0 0 

East Renfrewshire 0 0 0 

Edinburgh, City of 11 4 5 

Eilean Siar 0 0 0 

Falkirk 0 0 0 

Fife 2 1 2 

Glasgow City 9 5 2 

Highland 2 2 1 

Inverclyde 1 0 0 

Midlothian 0 0 1 

Moray 0 0 1 

North Ayrshire 1 2 0 

North Lanarkshire 0 0 0 

Orkney Islands 1 0 0 

Perth and Kinross 0 3 0 

Renfrewshire 0 2 0 

Scottish Borders 0 1 3 

Shetland Islands 0 1 0 

South Ayrshire 0 0 0 

South Lanarkshire 0 0 1 

Stirling 1 2 3 

West Dunbartonshire 0 0 0 

West Lothian 0 1 5 

Scotland 47 50 38 

Source: IRS Dataset 2011-12. 
Notes: 
1. p – provisional. 
2. The data provided here uses the definition of HMOs that is used for the Incident Recording System 
(IRS). The data provided includes dwellings that are HMOs and are sub-categorised as: “licensed”, 
“unlicensed” and “licensed unknown”. The dwelling category excludes hotels, hostels and residential 
institutions. 
(b) There was one fatal fire in a dwelling HMO in 2010-11 in Aberdeen city. 
 
Hostels 
(a) Information is not centrally held on fires involving people considered vulnerable because they (i) 
are homeless, (ii) have mental health issues and (iv) are recovering from substance misuse. The 
following table provides information on the total number of fires attended by Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Services in hostels between 2009-10 and 2011-12. Prior to 2009-10 fires in hostels could not be 
identified in the data: 
 
 



Local Authority 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12p 

Aberdeen City 3 1 2 

Aberdeenshire 0 1 0 

Angus 0 0 0 

Argyll and Bute 1 0 2 

Clackmannanshire 0 0 0 

Dumfries and Galloway 0 0 0 

Dundee City 5 5 3 

East Ayrshire 0 1 1 

East Dunbartonshire 1 0 0 

East Lothian 0 2 0 

East Renfrewshire 0 1 1 

Edinburgh, City of 11 6 12 

Eilean Siar 0 0 2 

Falkirk 0 0 2 

Fife 0 1 0 

Glasgow City 23 19 14 

Highland 0 1 0 

Inverclyde 0 1 0 

Midlothian 0 1 1 

Moray 0 0 0 

North Ayrshire 0 2 0 

North Lanarkshire 1 2 3 

Orkney Islands 0 0 0 

Perth and Kinross 0 0 0 

Renfrewshire 0 3 2 

Scottish Borders 0 0 0 

Shetland Islands 0 0 0 

South Ayrshire 1 0 2 

South Lanarkshire 1 1 1 

Stirling 0 0 1 

West Dunbartonshire 0 0 1 

West Lothian 0 0 1 

Scotland 47 48 51 

Source: IRS Dataset 2011-12. 
Notes: 
1. p – provisional. 
2. The data provided here uses the definition of hostels that is used for the Incident Recording System 
(IRS).  
3. Hostels include all types of hostels except youth hostels.  
4. In fire data HMOs and hostels are different categories of premises. 
(b) There were no fatal fires recorded in hostels in the last three years. 

 
Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 

many prosecutions of retailers there have been under the Tobacco and Primary Medical Services 
(Scotland) Act 2010; how many were for offences related to the sale of tobacco (a) to under-18s and 
(b) while not registered on the Scottish Tobacco Retailers Register, and how many of these led to (i) a 
fine, (ii) imprisonment or (iii) both a fine and imprisonment. 

 (S4W-15685) 



Kenny MacAskill: Three people were prosecuted in 2011-12 where the main offence was under the 
Tobacco and Primary Medical Services (Scotland) Act 2010. 

(a) One was for offences under section 4(1) “sale of tobacco products to persons under 18”, and two 
were under section 6(1) ‘purchase of tobacco products on behalf of persons under 18’. One person 
was convicted under each section and both received a fine. 

(b) Under the Tobacco and Primary Medical Services (Scotland) Act 2010, The Sale of Tobacco 
(Register of Tobacco Retailers) Regulations 2010 came into force on 1 April 2011. There were no 
prosecutions under Section 20 of the Act recorded in the available data to 2011-12. 

Information for 2012-13 will not be available until publication of the Criminal Proceedings in 
Scotland, 2012-13 Statistical Bulletin. This is due to be published in November 2013. 

The dates of all Scottish Government Official and National Statistics publications are pre-
announced, and the up to date list of future publications can be found at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Search/Forthcoming. 
Source: Scottish Government Court Proceedings data. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-14093 by Roseanna Cunningham on 29 
April 2013, when it will deliver the alcohol and drug quality improvement framework. 

 (S4W-15695) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The focus of the third phase of delivery of Scotland’s drug strategy, The 
Road to Recovery, is ensuring quality is embedded across all services in Scotland; quality in the 
provision of care, treatment and recovery services; and quality in the data that will evidence the 
medium and long term outcomes of people in recovery; delivered by a quality workforce. The Quality 
Improvement Framework, which is guided by a Short Life Working Group (SLWG), will begin to be 
implemented from March 2014. 

As part of this the SLWG has agreed a set of quality principles for the effective delivery of services. 
In the summer of 2013 we will consult on these principles with Alcohol and Drug Partnerships (ADPs), 
service users and people in recovery. 

To support ADPs effectively report outcomes to community planning partnerships the Scottish 
Government will publish updated planning and reporting guidance in July 2013. 

Access to quality data is a key part of ensuring quality in services, consultation on a new single 
integrated national Drug and Alcohol Information System, including recovery indicators, is on-going 
and will close on 12 July 2013. This will inform the development of a data system which is expected to 
be implemented in 2015. 

In support of embedding quality in services across Scotland, The Scottish Government has in place 
a Workforce Development Programme which is underpinned by the 2010 statement, Supporting the 
Development of Scotland’s Alcohol and Drug Workforce: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254429/0110090.pdf. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-14093 by Roseanna Cunningham on 29 
April 2013, whom it has asked to deliver the alcohol and drug quality improvement framework. 

 (S4W-15696) 

Roseanna Cunningham: In keeping with the established Framework for Local Partnerships on 
Alcohol and Drugs: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/270101/0080412.pdf. 

The Quality Improvement Framework will be delivered at a local level under the leadership of 
Alcohol and Drug Partnerships and drug and alcohol treatment and support services, for the benefit of 
service users and their families. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Search/Forthcoming
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Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-14093 by Roseanna Cunningham on 29 
April 2013, whether it will consult on the alcohol and drug quality improvement framework. 

 (S4W-15697) 

Roseanna Cunningham: To define the purpose and scope of the Quality Improvement Framework, 
Scottish Government officials established a short life working group on quality standards, Short Life 
Working Group (SLWG). This is a reference group of senior stakeholders comprising representatives 
from Alcohol and Drug Partnerships (ADPs), the NHS, alcohol and drug treatment and support 
services, scrutiny bodies, and the third sector. In collaboration with service users and people in 
recovery, the SLWG produced a set of draft quality principles for services. The inclusion of this lived 
experience has put people at the heart of the Quality Improvement Framework and continues to 
influence its development. The Quality Improvement Framework has been developed in a consultative 
way and the various outputs from the SLWG will continue to be consulted upon and tested by ADPs, 
services and service users, and people in recovery. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-14096 by Roseanna Cunningham on 29 
April 2013, whether the implementation of the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) 
Technology Appraisal TA114, Methadone and buprenorphine for the management of opioid 
dependence, has been completed by all NHS boards and what sanctions there are for boards that do 
not comply with guidance. 

 (S4W-15698) 

Roseanna Cunningham: For Scotland, the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence 
(NICE) technology appraisals are taken forward by Healthcare Improvement Scotland (HIS) who have 
the responsibility for considering the applicability of NICE technology appraisals within the Scottish 
context. 

NICE Technology Appraisal TA114, methadone and buprenorphine for the management of opioid 
dependence has been considered by HIS and guidance is available on the HIS website using the 
following link: 
http://www.qisstaging.scot.nhs.uk/HIS/our_work/technologies_and_medicines/mta_resources/appraisa
l_114.aspx. 
NHS boards are expected to implement the HIS guidance. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the £25 million toward the Youth Employment Scotland Fund from it and the 
European Social Fund that it announced on 12 June 2013 is the same money announced in the 2013-
14 draft budget statement on 20 September 2012. 

 (S4W-15700) 

Angela Constance: In the draft budget statement of 20 September 2012, the Scottish Government 
announced £15 million towards employer recruitment schemes in 2013-14. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it initially planned to launch the Youth Employment Scotland Fund earlier than 
June 2013 and, if so, when. 

 (S4W-15701) 

Angela Constance: The application process for the Youth Employment Scotland Fund opened on 
25 March 2013 and grant letters from the Scottish Government were sent to all local authorities on 30 
May 2013.  A number of dates were considered for announcing the outcome of that process. 

 

http://www.qisstaging.scot.nhs.uk/HIS/our_work/technologies_and_medicines/mta_resources/appraisal_114.aspx
http://www.qisstaging.scot.nhs.uk/HIS/our_work/technologies_and_medicines/mta_resources/appraisal_114.aspx


Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reasons the Youth Employment Scotland Fund was not launched before June 
2013. 

 (S4W-15702) 

Angela Constance: The application process for the Youth  mployment Scotland  und opened on 
2  March 2013 and grant letters from the Scottish Government were sent to all local authorities on 30 
May 2013.  A number of dates were considered for announcing the outcome of that process. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it faced any difficulties in setting up and launching the Youth Employment 
Scotland Fund and, if so, what. 

 (S4W-15703) 

Angela Constance: Setting up any scheme such as this requires challenges to be overcome. 
These include ensuring best value, compliance with EU funding rules and determination of the 
practicality of projects. The development of the Youth Employment Scotland Fund did not differ from a 
wide range of other projects in this regard. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what percentage of the £25 million of in-kind support toward the Youth Employment 
Scotland Fund from employers and local authorities will be in wages. 

 (S4W-15704) 

Angela Constance: Employer recruitment incentives funded through the Youth Employment 
Scotland Fund cover fifty per cent of the salary costs for the first 26 weeks of a new youth job. The 
remaining salary costs will be paid by employers. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the main types of in-kind support toward the Youth Employment Scotland Fund from 
employers and local councils will be. 

 (S4W-15705) 

Angela Constance: Recruitment incentives funded by the Youth Employment Scotland Fund cover 
fifty per cent of the salary cost for the first 26 weeks of a new youth job. The contribution from 
employers will be the other fifty per cent. The main contribution from local authorities is supporting the 
delivery of recruitment incentives to local employers. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason the First Minister described the Youth Employment Scotland Fund and 
the small and medium-sized enterprise (SM ) Growth Programme as “a further £88 million 
investment”. 

 (S4W-15706) 

Angela Constance: The Youth Employment Scotland Fund and SME Growth Fund are additional to 
expenditure made by the Scottish Government and partner organisations previously in reducing youth 
unemployment from 25.4% in December 2011 (Labour Force Survey, Aug-Oct 2011) to 15.2% in June 
2013 (Labour Force Survey, Feb-Apr 2013). 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what percentage of the £88 million for the Youth Employment Scotland Fund and the 
small and medium-sized enterprise (SME) Growth Programme had not been announced prior to 12 
June 2013. 

 (S4W-15707) 



Angela Constance: All Scottish Government budgets are announced first as part of the budget 
process laid out to Parliament each year between September and the following February. Following 
the budget, the Scottish Government subsequently announced more specific plans for how budgets 
will be deployed. The first time the full details of the Youth Employment Scotland Fund and the SME 
Growth Programme were made public was on 12 June 2013. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people were prosecuted for offences under the Emergency Workers 
(Scotland) Act 2005 in 2012-13. 

 (S4W-15828) 

Kenny MacAskill: Information for 2012-13 will not be available until publication of the Criminal 
Proceedings in Scotland, 2012-13 Statistical Bulletin. This is due to be published in November 2013. 

The dates of all Scottish Government Official and National Statistics publications are pre-
announced, and the up to date list of future publications can be found at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Search/Forthcoming. 

For available information on offences under this act, I refer the member to the answer to question 
S4W-11677 on 10 January 2013. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Clare Adamson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the outcomes were of the visits to the US and Canada for Scotland Week 2013 by the First 
Minister and the Minister for Transport and Veterans. 

 (S4W-16092) 

Fiona Hyslop: Scotland Week 2013, led by the Scottish Government and delivered in partnership 
with Scottish Development International, Visit Scotland and Creative Scotland took place from 3-10 
April 2013 with engagements centred around New York and Washington DC in the US and Halifax 
and Toronto in Canada. The focus of the visits of both the First Minister and the Minister for Transport 
and Veterans Affairs was to: i) encourage economic investment and secure jobs for Scotland; ii) 
launch Visit Scotland’s Homecoming 2014 tourism campaign in the all important US and Canadian 
markets; and iii) engage with a number of prestigious global institutions and key influencers, to 
promote Scotland as a good global citizen. 

From 3-7 April 2013 the First Minister visited New York. He began his visit by launching Visit 
Scotland’s Homecoming 2014 campaign, in Scotland’s most important overseas tourism market, to an 
audience of key travel and lifestyle media, travel trade and business tourism contacts. The launch was 
designed to build on the more than £50 million in additional tourism revenue for Scotland generated in 
2009, when the first Homecoming took place. 

The First Minister carried out an extensive programme of targeted business engagement with top 
US companies, developing both new and existing relationships. These meetings featured 220 new 
jobs, 34 jobs safeguarded and more than £12 million of new investment, as follows: 

The First Minister met senior representatives of US-based business analytics and software services 
provider SAS to announce the expansion of their operations in Scotland which will result in 94 new 
jobs and safeguard an additional 34 high value jobs; further reinforcing Scotland’s world-leading 
position in the field of life sciences, the First Minister met with US-based medical products company 
Daktari Diagostics to welcome their decision to locate a new manufacturing operation for the 
companies blood/HIV testing diagnostic kits, creating 126 new jobs and £11.9 million of new 
investment; 

The First Minister also met leading representatives of JP Morgan, Blackrock and Johnson & 
Johnson, all major existing investors to discuss their long term commitment to Scotland. 

While in New York, the First Minister continued his engagement with business by i) speaking at an 
SDI-led trade mission reception for 17 Scottish companies seeking to expand their activities in the US 
market; ii) hosting a dinner for influential US-based Global Scots; and iii) addressing an audience of 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Search/Forthcoming
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


over 300 top US-based business leaders at the New York Saint Andrew’s Society’s Inaugural 
Business Networking Dinner, which honoured Douglas Flint CBE, Chair of HSBC Holding PLC and 
Anne Gloag OBE, Philanthropist and Co-Founder of the Stagecoach Group PLC, as Global Man and 
Woman of the Year award winners. 

At the Carnegie Council for Ethics in International Affairs, the First Minister delivered a speech to an 
audience of major New York City companies and key business media contacts on ‘Scotland’s Place in 
the World  conomy’. He highlighted Scotland’s key economic sectors such as innovation, renewable 
energy, life sciences, financial services and tourism, including how an independent Scotland would be 
well placed to capitalise further on these strengths, participating as an active member of the 
international community, by maintaining close ties with the US and our other major trading partners. 

The First Minister launched a photographic exhibition by former Barlinnie prison officer, now 
critically-acclaimed international photographer, David Eustace, which featured stunning landscapes 
which showcasing the Year of Natural Scotland 2013. In starting 10th annual Scotland 10k Run, the 
First Minister addressed around 10,000 runners and  ,000 spectators as New York’s Central Park 
temporarily became a small part of Scotland.  

On Saturday 6 April 2013, the First Minister gave a public lecture at Princeton University, New 
Jersey, on The Wealth and Well-being of Nations to an audience which included a significant number 
of distinguished international scholars. The lecture was part of a Princeton-Glasgow Caledonian 
University symposium on the lecture theme, “The Wealth & Well-being of Nations, the First Minister’s 
address focused on Adam Smith’s legacy and the relationship between wealth creation and the 
common good today, including the Scottish Government’s international leadership on climate justice 
and social policies addressing inequality. 

Whilst in New York the First Minister also undertook a number of press and media interviews 
including with Reuters TV and Bloomberg. 

From 8-10 April 2013 the First Minister visited Washington, DC. At the Brookings Institution, a non-
profit public policy organisation consistently ranked as the most influential, most quoted and most 
trusted think tank in the United States, the First Minister delivered a speech on how an independent 
Scotland would be a good global citizen. The First Minister took this opportunity to stress the links 
between Scotland and the USA and to emphasise the three aims of an independent Scotland’s foreign 
policy, promoting economic interests, protecting assets and people; and participating on the world 
stage. He went on to speak about Scotland’s role as a good international citizen, working to combat 
climate change, promoting international development, and supporting human rights. The event was 
attended by international diplomats and members of the US foreign policy community, including think-
tanks, private sector representatives, congressional staffers and media. 

On Capitol Hill, the First Minister was guest of honour at the annual National Capitol Tartan Day 
reception where he met with the co-chairs of the Friends of Scotland Caucus in the US House of 
Representatives. The First Minister held separate meetings with John A. Boehner, Speaker of the US 
House of Representatives and with Senator Lamar Alexander, co-chair of the Friends of Scotland 
Caucus in the US Senate. The First Minister also met with General Colin Powell, former US Secretary 
of State, who is proud of his Scottish heritage, discussing Scotland’s desire to pursue economic 
growth opportunities and strengthen the bonds of friendship between both countries. 

The First Minister visited Mount Vernon, former home of President George Washington, where he 
presented two volumes of official letters to the Honourable American Congress, written by President 
Washington during the war between the United Colonies and Great Britain. The volumes, which in the 
autumn will be formally loaned from the National Library of Scotland (NLS), will mark a new 
collaboration between the NLS and Mount Vernon’s new  red W. Smith National Library for the Study 
of George Washington. 

The First Minister also undertook a number of media related interviews and events including a 
meeting with the Washington Post Editorial Board and a briefing at the National Press Club. 

Mr Brown, Minister for Transport and Veterans, visited Halifax, Nova Scotia and Toronto, Ontario 
from 4-10 April 2013 where he also undertook a number of business and tourism engagements to 
promote Scotland during Scotland Week 2013. 

In Nova Scotia, Mr Brown’s programme covered a number of public diplomacy events, including 
official recognition of the visit in the Provincial Legislature, where leaders of each political party read 
resolutions supporting Tartan Day and recognising the strength of Scotland's contribution to the 



Province. Additionally, the Minister attended and spoke at the Province’s annual Tartan Day 
celebrations hosted by The Honourable James Grant, Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia. These 
engagements afforded senior political engagement, including meetings with two Federal Ministers and 
with two Provincial Ministers and discussions with the Speaker of the Nova Scotia House and the 
Premier of Nova Scotia. 

Mr Brown’s programme provided for significant engagement with business in both cities including 
hosting and speaking at networking receptions in Halifax and Toronto for over 250 guests. Mr Brown 
also hosted two business networking lunches in Toronto hosting upwards of 70 senior business 
contacts. This included the SDI-led trade mission event in Toronto supporting six Scottish companies 
seeking to expand their activities in the Canadian market and an event promoting the concept of an 
Ontario-Scottish Business Association, a model which was successfully launched in Alberta earlier this 
year and which provides a mechanism for bringing together the many business contacts SDI has 
developed in the market since February 2011. 

Mr Brown’s programme in both Toronto and Halifax also had a focus on air route development 
including meeting with Air Canada to recognise their forthcoming direct flight from Toronto to 
Edinburgh, which will commence a three weekly service on Canada day this July 2013. He also had 
positive discussions with airport authorities in both Halifax and Toronto about the potential for further 
expansion. 

The Minister took the opportunity to learn about the work the Canadian Government is doing to 
support the veterans community. Mr Brown was joined by Martin Gibson, Chief Executive of umbrella 
body Veterans Scotland. They visited a number of veterans support projects and met with both 
provincial and federal Ministers and officials to identify ways of developing best practice for former 
service personnel living in Scotland. 

Mr Brown also undertook a number of media related interviews and events including an appearance 
on CTV Atlantic on Tartan Day (6 April 2013) in an interview with CTV Atlantic Anchor Jackie Foster 
and an interview with Baxters Travel media, the largest travel trade publisher in North America. He 
was also afforded an opportunity to promote 2014 to Canadian tourism and travel trade markets 
through hosting the official Canadian launch event for Homecoming 2014 in Toronto on 9 April 2013. 

The programme costs of Scotland Week 2013 were £326,143, well under the budget set by 
ministers, and considerably less than the costs of any previous Tartan Weeks. 

The Presiding Officer and a Parliamentary delegation, Bruce Crawford MSP and Duncan McNeil 
MSP, also travelled to the US during Scotland Week, undertaking their own programme of 
engagements as well as participating in a number of Scotland Week activities. 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-15649 
S4W-15650 
S4W-15652 
S4W-15653 
S4W-15654 
S4W-15655 

 

 


