
Friday 28 June 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
meetings (a) it and (b) Forestry Commission Scotland has had with Anders Holch Povlsen or his 
representatives since 2007, and what was discussed. 

Holding answer issued: 27 June 2013 (S4W-15649) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government through Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS) began 
discussion with representatives of Glenfeshie estate regarding the land swap in February 2010. There 
were no discussions prior to that although the estate asked FCS to consider an off-market sale of 
Tolvah forest for several years’, such approaches were declined as straight sale was not in the public 
interest. 

The land swap that took place was complex over a number of sites and involved significant dialogue 
over close to three years. Matters discussed for the various sale and acquisition subjects included: 
valuation; preservation of a Forest Research experiment; Glenfeshie’s future management objectives 
for the woodlands they “acquired”; detailed assessment of the property purchased in the Borders for 
woodland creation by FCS; assessment of the leasehold property in Glenmore and extensive 
conveyencing and other legal communication between the parties. 

There have been no other formal meetings with Mr Povlsen or his representatives however the 
Minister for Environment and Climate Change was introduced to Mr Povlsen and a number of 
Cairngorm National Park Authority’s stakeholders at a Cairngorm National Park Authority event this 
month. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
(a) it and (b) Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS) entered discussions with Anders Holch Povlsen or 
his representatives regarding the recently reported land swap between Mr Holch Povlsen and FCS. 

Holding answer issued: 27 June 2013 (S4W-15650) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government through Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS) began 
discussing the land swap with representatives of Glenfeshie Estate in February 2010. There were no 
discussions prior to that although the estate asked FCS to consider an off-market sale of Tolvah forest 
for several years’, such approaches were declined as a straight sale was not in the public interest. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether route development funding will be available for air services from Skye. 

 (S4W-15737) 

Keith Brown: The group of Scottish Government agencies responsible for promoting air 
connectivity (known as “Team Scotland”) will take every opportunity in their ongoing engagement with 
airlines to promote the start-up of new routes and the expansion of existing services from Scotland. 
Should Skye Airport become operational then the same type of support would be available to it as is 
available to other Scottish airports. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it plans to increase the penalties that can be imposed in relation to animal fights 
under the Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006. 

 (S4W-15772) 

Richard Lochhead: Penalties in relation to animal fights are imposed under the Animal Health and 
Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006 and there are no current plans to increase these. However, penalties for 
offences are kept under review. 

 



Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it plans to consult on compulsory microchipping of dogs. 

 (S4W-15832) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government plans to consult on compulsory microchipping of 
dogs before the end of 2013. 

 

Alex Fergusson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government when the findings of the research it commissioned from the 
University of Glasgow into the incidence of tail injuries in working dogs will be published. 

 (S4W-15834) 

Richard Lochhead: The research commissioned from the University of Glasgow in 2011 has now 
been completed. Drafts of the two papers intended for submission are currently being considered by 
the project steering group, which includes representatives from the Scottish Gamekeepers Association 
and the British Association for Shooting and Conservation. It is expected that the papers will be 
submitted for publication by the researchers in the near future. 

 

Kenneth Gibson (Cunninghame North) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it will introduce compulsory microchipping of dogs, in light of its introduction or 
planned introduction in other parts of the UK.  

 (S4W-16015) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government is aware that Northern Ireland has introduced 
compulsory microchipping of dogs and that England and Wales plan to introduce it soon. We propose 
to consult on compulsory microchipping and aim to issue the consultation before the end of 2013. 

 

Dennis Robertson (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the timetable is for its proposed consultation on the compulsory microchipping of 
dogs. 

 (S4W-16034) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government has not yet set a date but aims to issue the 
consultation on compulsory microchipping before the end of 2013. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
the answer to question S4W-15640 by Richard Lochhead on 25 June 2013, on what date it plans to 
begin its consultation on the microchipping of dogs. 

 (S4W-16065) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government has not yet set a date but aims to issue the 
consultation on compulsory microchipping before the end of 2013. 

 

Chic Brodie (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what it 
plans to do to reduce consumption of single-use carrier bags. 

 (S4W-16130) 

Richard Lochhead: We propose to require retailers to charge for single use carrier bags from 
October 2014 to provide an incentive for people to reuse bags and help reduce litter. 

We will bring forward draft regulations to the Scottish Parliament later this year in line with the 
proposals we set out in last year’s Safeguarding Scotland’s Resources consultation. Our intention is 
that retailers would be required to charge at least 5p for single use carrier bags, regardless of material, 
with a voluntary agreement that they will donate the proceeds to good causes (including 
environmental good causes). 



We will engage further with retailers over the coming months on that proposed agreement as well as 
on the details of reporting and exemptions. The implementation date is designed to provide adequate 
lead-in time for businesses affected to prepare for the change. 

 

Mike MacKenzie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it will respond to the consultation on the draft electricity generating policy 
statement. 

 (S4W-16157) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government published an initial draft Electricity Generation Policy 
Statement (EGPS) in November 2010, to support our Climate Change Report on Proposals and 
Policies (RPP). The RPP is required under the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 to set out 
proposals and policies for meeting annual emissions reductions targets from 2010 to 2022. 

A further revision of the EGPS was published in draft in March 2012 for consultation. The 2012 draft 
set out the pathway to meeting the Scottish Government target of delivering the equivalent of at least 
100% of gross electricity consumption from renewables by 2020. It set out how Scotland generates 
electricity, and gave an overview of the changes needed to meet Scottish Government targets and 
deliver a low carbon generating mix. 

We have now updated the 2012 EGPS. This has been published on the Scottish Government 
webpages and copies have been placed in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre. 

The document:  reflects views, suggestions and comments submitted to the consultation; updates on 
electricity sector developments and changes; follows extensive engagement, consultation and 
discussion with generators, transmission system owners, engineering, academic and market experts 
in Scotland and the UK; reflects policy developments at UK and EU level, and on-going discussions 
with UK and EU policy makers; finalises the requirements for strategic environmental assessment 
(SEA) of the EGPS and the 2020 Routemap for Renewable Energy in Scotland, as required by the 
Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005. 

A more detailed overview of the responses to the 2012 consultation is also published on the Scottish 
Government webpages. This document will now form a basis for further and on-going modelling of the 
future electricity generating mix in Scotland, beyond 2020. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Clare Adamson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will report on the outcome of the recent British-Irish Council Summit. 

 (S4W-16106) 

Fiona Hyslop: On 21 June 2013, the twentieth meeting of the British-Irish Council was held in 
Derry/Londonderry, Northern Ireland. We had a successful meeting attended by Ministers from all 
eight member administrations. The First Minister and I represented the Scottish Government. 

The meeting began with a presentation on Derry/Londonderry as the first UK City of Culture which, 
at the halfway point, highlighted the economic benefits and many others positives of the experience so 
far. This was followed by an opportunity for all eight member administrations to ask questions. 

The discussion moved on to creative industries and building on discussions at previous summit 
meetings, the council welcomed a paper from the Government of Jersey with a proposal for a new 
creative industries work sector. The council agreed to the creation of this new work sector and the 
issues it should initially focus on. A work programme will be developed for approval at the next Summit 
in Jersey in November 2013. 

On the economy, it was helpful that all eight member administrations continued to share information 
as we strive to encourage further capital investment; to tackle youth unemployment and to minimise 
the impact of high energy prices on the economy. In addition, the First Minister highlighted the 
obstacles that small businesses are facing in building relationships with the banking sector and in 
terms of accessing finance. The First Minister also referenced the All Islands Approach and the 
second part of the flagship Irish-Scottish Links on Energy Study (ISLES) which has now been given £1 
million of EU funding to examine how an offshore grid could be established by breaking down the 
complex financial, legal and regulatory issues that can affect cross-border energy projects. 



The council noted the ongoing collaborative engagement of administrations through the various 
policy work streams and approved the minutes from the previous Summit meeting in Cardiff in 
November 2012. Finally, the Council endorsed the publication of the first BIC Secretariat Annual report 
and agreed the secretariat budget for 2013-14 which includes a 20% reduction from the previous year. 

The Communique that was issued by the British-Irish Council, after the meeting, can be found on the 
website along with a copy of the BIC Secretariat Annual Report at: http://www.britishirishcouncil.org/. I 
am also arranging for copies of both documents to be placed in SPICe (Bib. numbers 55053 and 
55054). 

Transport Scotland 

 David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
meetings (a) it has and (b) its officials have had since 1 March 2013 with European Commission 
officials to discuss imposing a public service obligation on the air route between London and Inverness 
Dalcross. 

 (S4W-15715) 

Keith Brown: None. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
legal advice it has sought regarding the possibility of imposing a public service obligation on the air 
route between London and Inverness Dalcross. 

 (S4W-15717) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has not sought legal advice regarding the possibility of 
imposing a public service obligation on the air route between London and Inverness. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it would support an application for imposing a public service obligation on the air route 
between London and Inverness Dalcross to protect take-off and landing slots, and what the reasons 
are for its position on this matter. 

 (S4W-15718) 

Keith Brown: The imposition of a public service obligation on an air route does not guarantee the 
provision or protection of slots at airports. I welcome easyJet’s recent announcement of the basing of 
an aircraft at Inverness which will facilitate early and late connections between Inverness and Gatwick 
from March 2014. This is a way forward which should be welcomed throughout the Highlands and 
Islands. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
(a) meetings and (b) discussions it has had with the Department of Transport in the last year to 
discuss (i) access to London airports by flights from Scotland and (ii) the imposition of public service 
obligations on routes between Scotland and London. 

 (S4W-15719) 

Keith Brown: The issue of access to London airports by flights from Scotland’s airports was raised 
by the First Minister at the Joint Ministerial Committee on 19 September 2012 which was attended by 
the Secretary of State for Transport. The issue was also raised with the Department for Transport on 
12 October 2012 at a stakeholder event for the UK Government’s Draft Aviation Policy Framework 
Consultation. 

The Scottish Government has had no discussions or meetings with the Department for Transport in 
the last year about the imposition of public service obligations on routes between Scotland and 
London. 

 

http://www.britishirishcouncil.org/


David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
options it has considered to ensure the continuity of air services between Inverness and London and 
whether this has included the potential use of RAF Northolt for services from Inverness and other 
Scottish airports. 

 (S4W-15720) 

Keith Brown: I welcome easyJet’s recent announcement of the basing of an aircraft at Inverness 
which will facilitate early and late connections between Inverness and Gatwick from March 2014. This 
follows positive engagement between the Airline and Highlands and Islands Airports Limited and is a 
way forward which should be welcomed throughout the Highlands and Islands. 

We have not considered the potential use of RAF Northolt which is not currently available for use by 
scheduled air services. 

At the root of the problems being experienced by regional air services is the punitive Air Passenger 
Duty levels being imposed by the Treasury which is regularly cited by airlines and airports as an 
obstacle when it comes to securing new routes and maintaining existing routes. Devolving Air 
Passenger Duty would enable the development of a regime more suited to Scotland’s needs. 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S4W-14388 by Keith Brown on 8 May 2013, how many training roles for (a) 
officer cadets and (b) ratings on the services will be established because of Serco’s election to the 
tonnage tax scheme. 

 (S4W-15721) 

Keith Brown: Following Serco NorthLink’s election into the tonnage tax regime, they will take on 
four Officer cadets per year. Currently they have four Officer cadets (three deck and one engine) and 
this number will be added to by a further four from October 2013, and again by a further four each 
year going forward. 

While there is no obligation to take on Rating trainees, as a consequence of their election into the 
tonnage tax regime, Serco NorthLink are working with Orkney College to introduce new entrants to the 
industry. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S4W-14388 by Keith Brown on 8 May 2013, what maximum additional 
public subsidy Serco can receive to help meet increases in fuel costs in each year of the 2012-18 
contract. 

 (S4W-15722) 

Keith Brown: Under the terms of the Northern Isles ferry services contract, any rise in the cost of 
marine fuel falls to the Scottish Government. No maximum sum is set down for this in the Northern 
Isles ferry services contract. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S4W-14388 by Keith Brown on 8 May 2013, what the revised annual 
subsidy is for the remainder of the 2012-18 contract, broken down by (a) vessel leasing, (b) chartering 
and (c) maintenance costs. 

 (S4W-15723) 

Keith Brown: While the overall cost of the Northern Isles ferry services contract has already been 
announced, the Scottish Government does not provide a further breakdown of the various elements of 
our ferry service contract costs. 

In addition, the costs of leasing and chartering vessels are covered by confidentiality agreements 
between their owners and the ferry operators. 

 



Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S4W-14388 by Keith Brown on 8 May 2013, what formula is used to 
calculate extra public subsidy for additional annual fuel costs for the 2012-18 contract. 

 (S4W-15724) 

Keith Brown: The fuel cost element of the annual subsidy will be the actual cost of the fuel used. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S4W-14388 by Keith Brown on 8 May 2013, when it became aware that 
Serco was applying to join the tonnage tax scheme and what role it played in the company’s 
discussions with the UK Government regarding this. 

 (S4W-15725) 

Keith Brown: Serco NorthLink advised of their intention to seek election into the tonnage tax regime 
during the tender process for the Northern Isles ferry services contract. The Scottish Government had 
no role in the process. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S4W-14388 by Keith Brown on 8 May 2013, how much Transport Scotland 
will spend in each of the next five years on infrastructure to support the Northern Isles services. 

 (S4W-15726) 

Keith Brown: Transport Scotland does not have responsibility for maintaining the ports and harbour 
infrastructure that support the Northern Isles ferry services. That responsibility lies with the individual 
ports and harbours. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S4W-14385 by Keith Brown on 8 May 2013, who will carry out the report on 
the breakdown of the MV Hamnavoe and when it will (a) receive and (b) publish the (i) report and (ii) 
operator’s response. 

 (S4W-15727) 

Keith Brown: I have asked Transport Scotland officials to prepare a report on the breakdown of the 
MV Hamnavoe. That report is currently being drafted. The report will include an assessment of the 
operator’s response to the breakdown. Once the report has been produced I will further consider how 
best to make its findings available to stakeholders. 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S4W-14385 by Keith Brown on 8 May 2013, whether the breakdown of the 
MV Hamnavoe will lead to an increase in the cost of the 2012-18 Northern Isles contract and, if so, 
how much. 

 (S4W-15728) 

Keith Brown: The full extent of the costs of the Northern Isles ferry services contract in the current 
contract year will only be finalised when the end year reconciliation takes place later this summer. 

The detailed compensation mechanism in the Northern Isles contract does allow for certain costs to 
be shared between Serco NorthLink and the Scottish Government. However, other compensating 
factors will also come into play including the performance deductions from Serco NorthLink’s subsidy 
payments arising from the loss of the Hamnavoe.  

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S4W-14385 by Keith Brown on 8 May 2013, how many (a) sailings, (b) foot 
passenger journeys and (c) road freight journeys have been lost to date on the Scrabster to 
Stromness route as a result of the breakdown of the MV Hamnavoe. 

 (S4W-15729) 



Keith Brown: As a result of the serious mechanical breakdown suffered by the vessel, the MV 
Hamnavoe missed 59 return sailings between 26 April and 22 May 2013. 

However, from 2 May 2013 until the Hamnavoe returned to service, the freight vessel the MV Helliar 
was brought on to the route and operated to the published timetable. 

Serco’s contingency plans meant that all passengers and freight were able to be accommodated on 
the preferred day of travel and therefore these passenger and freight carryings were not “lost”. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its position is on the development of air services to Skye. 

 (S4W-15730) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has no plans for future air services from Skye. An air 
service from Skye would require significant initial capital investment and ongoing subsidy. We expect 
any funding to be identified at a local level by the Highland Council, as the owner of the aerodrome, 
and HITRANS. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
work will be carried out by (a) Transport Scotland, (b) Highlands and Islands Airports Ltd and (c) 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise in connection with proposals to restore air services to Skye. 

 (S4W-15731) 

Keith Brown: This is a local initiative and, although Transport Scotland and Highlands and Islands 
Airports Ltd (HIAL) have no plans to undertake any work in connection with proposals to restore air 
services to Skye, at a recent meeting with the FlySkye campaign group I confirmed that HIAL would 
be available to offer advice on specific regulatory/operational issues. Highlands and Islands Enterprise 
are a member of the steering group that has been formed to take the proposals forward and will be 
involved in work undertaken by the group. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions (a) ministers and (b) officials have had with the European Commission regarding public 
service obligation in relation to air links with Skye. 

 (S4W-15732) 

Keith Brown: None. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with the Highland Council regarding the transfer or lease of the Broadford 
airstrip to Highlands and Islands Airports Ltd. 

 (S4W-15733) 

Keith Brown: None. 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the possibility of using the new programme of structural funds for the 
development of airport facilities in Broadford, Skye. 

 (S4W-15734) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has made no assessment of the possibility of using the new 
programme of structural funds for the development of airport facilities in Broadford, Skye. Although as 
the owner of the airport facilities it would primarily be for Highland Council to make any such 
assessment, at a recent meeting with the FlySkye campaign group I confirmed that Transport 
Scotland would be able to offer advice on this. 

 



David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with the Civil Aviation Authority regarding a possible derogation of statutory 
obligations in connection with air services from Skye.  

 (S4W-15735) 

Keith Brown: None. Although any such discussions would be a matter for the airport 
operator/owner, in this case Highland Council, at a recent meeting with the FlySkye campaign group I 
confirmed that Highlands and Islands Airports Limited would be available to offer advice on specific 
regulatory / operational issues. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the Air Discount Scheme would apply to passengers from the Highlands and Islands using air 
services from Skye. 

 (S4W-15736) 

Keith Brown: The Air Discount Scheme currently applies to residents of Caithness, Colonsay, Islay, 
Jura, North West Sutherland, Orkney, Shetland and the Western Isles who benefit from discounted air 
fares when travelling to and from those places. 

 

Dave Thompson (Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 

Government when it will make a decision on which bidders will be invited to tender for the Caledonian 

Sleeper Franchise. 

 

(S4W-16129) 

Keith Brown: I can confirm that under the rules of the Pre-Qualification Questionnaire competition 

Arriva Night Trains Ltd, Serco Ltd and First Caledonian Sleeper Ltd are shortlisted to receive the 

invitation to tender for the Caledonian Sleeper franchise. 

 

 
 

 


