
Wednesday 3 July 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Finance 

 Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how much money recorded by the National Fraud Initiative in Scotland in each of 
the last five years as overpayment (a) has been and (b) is still to be paid back. 

 (S4W-15775) 

John Swinney: The National Fraud Initiative (NFI) in Scotland is a counter-fraud exercise led by 
Audit Scotland and undertaken every two years. Audit Scotland assists the Auditor General in helping 
to ensure that public money is spent properly, efficiently and effectively. This role is independent of the 
Scottish Government and includes reporting in public and to the Scottish Parliament’s Public Audit 
Committee. 

While the Scottish Government has a high degree of commitment to the National Fraud Initiative, as 
noted in the most recent published report available on the Audit Scotland website: http://www.audit-
scotland.gov.uk/work/nfi.php, it is not directly involved in the monitoring or reporting of its results. 

The estimated outcomes from the National Fraud Initiative to the public purse since 2008, is valued 
at £50.6 million; detailed analysis is provided in each report. As highlighted in the 2012 report, 
“National Fraud Initiative overpayments are usually subject to the same recovery processes that apply 
to other debt. Most bodies do not keep separate records of NFI recoveries. Indeed, Audit Scotland 
would prefer that bodies devoted their resources to investigation work, rather than require them to 
record NFI amounts that are often recovered by frequent small payments over long periods of time.”  

Audit Scotland therefore do not know how much money recorded as an overpayment (a) has been 
recovered and (b) is still to be paid back. 

Governance and Communities 

 Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions 
it has had with the UK Government regarding the £35 million that it has pledged to the UN to deal with 
female genital mutilation and what information it has on how it will be spent and whether it will be 
spent in the UK and abroad. 

 (S4W-15790) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government contacted the UK Government when the fund was 
announced to ask for details and check that Scottish based diaspora organisations will be included in 
the allocation of grants. We understand that part of the fund will be used to support diaspora 
organisations in the UK, including in Scotland. 

Health and Social Care 

 Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to 
open a clinic specialised in female genital mutilation. 

 (S4W-15791) 

Shona Robison: Opening a clinic specialised in female genital mutilation (FGM) would be a matter 
for health boards to decide. Currently in Scotland, the NHS offers all available assistance to ensure 
positive health outcomes for women identified as being victims of FGM. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it plans 
to take in relation to the number of cases brought under the Female Genital Mutilation (Scotland) Act 
2005. 

 (S4W-15792) 

Shona Robison: Female genital mutilation (FGM) is a form of physical abuse of women and girls 
and a violation of their human rights under the guise of culture and/or religion. 
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To date there have been three reported incidents of FGM in Scotland, with no prosecutions or court 
convictions. The Scottish Government tackles FGM through a multi-agency approach which includes a 
variety of preventative and supportive interventions to encourage reporting involving voluntary and 
community groups. We also work proactively with key partners such as the police, health, social 
services and education to ensure that FGM continues to be a priority. 

All cases reported to Police Scotland under the Female Genital Mutilation (Scotland) Act 2005 are 
investigated and appropriate action taken with the records being kept for monitoring purposes. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
funding is available specifically for sexual abuse counselling services. 

 (S4W-15810) 

Shona Robison: We are providing £3.6 million to support rape victims for 2012-15 which enables 
us to support a wide variety of projects and organisations, many who provide services including 
counselling. 

We are supporting the Rape Crisis Helpline which will receive £260,000 of Scottish Government 
funding a year for 2012-15 (Total £780k). The helpline offers free and confidential support and 
information for women and men who have experienced sexual violence. 

The 14 Scottish Rape Crisis Centres over Scotland are funded through our Rape Crisis Specific 
Fund. They will receive £50,000 each per year, a total of £700,000 per year for the next three years 
(£2.1 million 2012-15). Providing emotional and practical support, information and advocacy to anyone 
affected by sexual violence, regardless of whether that abuse may have happened recently or in the 
past. 

In addition SurvivorScotland was allocated £850,000 to take forward the national strategy for 
survivors of childhood sexual abuse in 2012-13 and a further £800,000 for 2013-14. This funding is 
supporting 22 statutory and voluntary organisations to develop a wide range of services for survivors, 

including counselling. 
 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it has asked the Law Officers for permission to announce that they have 
provided legal advice regarding EU membership if Scotland were to become independent. 

Holding answer issued: 3 June 2013 (S4W-15086) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Yes. 

The Law Officers confirmed they were content for the Scottish Government to advise that it had now 
received their legal advice on EU membership. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it has sought the permission of the Law Officers to publish the legal advice that 
they have provided regarding EU membership if Scotland were to become independent. 

Holding answer issued: 3 June 2013 (S4W-15087) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15089 on 3 July 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it received permission from the Law Officers to announce that it had received their 
legal advice regarding EU membership if Scotland were to become independent. 

Holding answer issued: 3 June 2013 (S4W-15088) 
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Nicola Sturgeon: The Law Officers gave ministers permission to announce that their legal advice 
had been received prior to Fiona Hyslop’s confirmation on Newsnight on 15 May 2013. I also refer the 
member to the answers to S4W-15086 and S4W–15112 both answered on 3 July 2013. All answers to 
written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which 
can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will publish any legal advice it has received from the Law Officers regarding 
EU membership if Scotland were to become independent and, if so, when. 

Holding answer issued: 3 June 2013 (S4W-15089) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The content of any legal advice is confidential. By long-standing convention, 
successive Scottish and UK Governments have not disclosed the content of Law Officers' advice other 
than in the most exceptional circumstances. 

An independent Scotland’s continued membership of the EU will be set out in the White Paper 
which, as I made clear in October 2012, will be fully consistent with our legal advice. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it has sought legal advice from sources other than the Law Officers regarding 
EU membership if Scotland were to become independent and, if so, from whom, and whether it will 
publish this. 

Holding answer issued: 3 June 2013 (S4W-15090) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government has already confirmed that it has obtained legal advice 
from the Law Officers. It has not sought legal advice from any external source. It remains entirely 
confident of the common sense position, supported by a number of eminent experts in EU affairs, that 
following a Yes vote, Scotland would notify its intent to remain a member of the EU and would 
negotiate the specific terms of that continued membership in the period between the referendum and 
the first day of independence. This position will be set out in the White Paper which, as I made clear in 
October 2012, will be fully consistent with legal advice. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether Fiona Hyslop's confirmation on Newsnight Scotland on 15 May 2013 that the 
Scottish Government has now received legal advice on a separate Scotland's position in the EU was 
consistent with the Scottish Ministerial Code. 

Holding answer issued: 4 June 2013 (S4W-15112) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Yes. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to Fiona Hyslop's confirming on Newsnight Scotland on 15 May 2013 that the 
Scottish Government has now received legal advice on a separate Scotland's position in the EU, 
which ministers have had sight of this advice. 

Holding answer issued: 4 June 2013 (S4W-15113) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Advice received by the Scottish Government from the Law Officers is available to 
all ministers. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to Fiona Hyslop's confirming on Newsnight Scotland on 15 May 2013 that the 
Scottish Government has now received legal advice on a separate Scotland's position in the EU, 
whether it plans to publish the advice in full as part of its white paper on its plans to separate Scotland 
from the rest of the UK. 
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Holding answer issued: 4 June 2013 (S4W-15114) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15089 on 3 July 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to Fiona Hyslop's confirming on Newsnight Scotland on 15 May 2013 that the 
Scottish Government has now received legal advice on a separate Scotland's position in the EU, 
whether it considers that the Scottish people have the right to read the legal opinion in full before the 
referendum and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 

Holding answer issued: 4 June 2013 (S4W-15115) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Paragraphs 2.30 and 2.35 of the Ministerial Code refer to the public interest in the 
government ensuring that decisions are taken in a fully informed legal context and the public interest 
in maintaining the right of confidentiality of communications between legal advisers. I also refer the 
member to the answer to question S4W-15089 on 3 July 2013. All answers to written parliamentary 
questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government , further to Fiona Hyslop's confirming on Newsnight Scotland on 15 May 2013 that the 
Scottish Government has now received legal advice on a separate Scotland's position in the EU, 
whether it will publish all correspondence between (a) ministers, (b) the Law Officers, (c) special 
advisers and (d) officials relating to this legal advice. 

Holding answer issued: 4 June 2013 (S4W-15116) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15089 on 3 July 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will publish all correspondence between (a) ministers, (b) the Law Officers, (c) 
special advisers and (d) officials relating to Fiona Hyslop’s interview on Newsnight Scotland on 15 
May 2013 in which she confirmed that the Scottish Government has now received legal advice on a 
separate Scotland's position in the EU. 

Holding answer issued: 4 June 2013 (S4W-15117) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15089 on 3 July 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what meetings ministers have had with the Law Officers since May 2007 to discuss the 
position of a separate Scotland’s potential membership of the EU, broken down by (a) date of meeting, 
(b) attendees and (c) what matters were discussed. 

Holding answer issued: 4 June 2013 (S4W-15118) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to paragraphs 2.4 to 2.9 of the Scottish Ministerial Code. 
Scottish Government Ministers meet with the Law Officers on a regular basis. 

The content of any legal advice is confidential. By long-standing convention, successive Scottish 
and UK Governments have not disclosed the content of Law Officers' advice or the fact that they have 
or have not advised on any particular matter other than in the most exceptional circumstances. 
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Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it considers that, under paragraph 2.35 of the Scottish Ministerial Code, both the 
existence and content of legal advice can be disclosed publicly if the Law Officers' prior consent is 
sought. 

Holding answer issued: 4 June 2013 (S4W-15119) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-10595 on 12 December 2012. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
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