
Thursday 11 July 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Finance 

 Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what progress it has made regarding the tax incremental financing project in the Falkirk area and 
when it expects to sign a legal agreement with the local authority. 

 (S4W-15817) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Consideration of Falkirk Council's Tax Incremental Business case is on-going and 
Ministers hope to make an announcement about their decision by the end of summer 2013. 

Governance and Communities 

 Adam Ingram (Carrick, Cumnock and Doon Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what funding and support is available to community organisations involved in 
community-led regeneration. 

 (S4W-16155) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Our regeneration strategy, Achieving a Sustainable Future, places community-led 
regeneration at the heart of its approach. We established our People and Communities Fund 
specifically to provide funding and support to community organisations involved in community-led 
regeneration. Through this fund we have made £7.9 million per annum available from 2012 to 2015. 

In addition, there are a range of Scottish Government funds to support community organisations. We 
are currently mapping what Scottish Government funding is available to support communities and we 
intend to publish this on our website later this year. 

There are also many other organisations that offer funding support for communities, including local 
authorities, BIG Lottery, the Coalfields Regeneration Trust and the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the £7.7 million shared equity underspend for 2012-13 will be spent on shared 
equity in 2013-14. 

 (S4W-16189) 

Margaret Burgess: The £7.7 million underspend on shared equity will be deployed in 2013-14 to 
support the Scottish Government’s overall investment in its housing programme. On 10 July 2013, I 
announced a new £62 million investment over two years for the Open Market Shared Equity Scheme. 
This increases the total investment in the scheme over the next two years to £90 million. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it considers that the current level of Housing Association Grant is sufficient to 
allow housing associations to build new homes. 

 (S4W-16239) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government recognises that councils and housing associations 
are facing many pressures on their finances, not least from the UK Government’s welfare reform 
agenda. 

Accordingly, on 8 July 2013 the Deputy First Minister announced an immediate increase of £16,000 
to the benchmark subsidies for all social rented homes, whether developed by the council or by a 
housing association to maintain momentum in the supply programme and ensure completion of our 
30,000 affordable homes target. 

 

 



Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it plans to increase the level of Housing Association Grant. 

 (S4W-16240) 

Margaret Burgess: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-16239 on 11 July 2013. All 
answers to written Parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Health and Social Care 

 Aileen McLeod (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it will increase organ donation and transplantation rates. 

 (S4W-16412) 

Michael Matheson: I am pleased to announce that the Scottish Government has today published a 
new Donation and Transplantation Plan for Scotland, which sets out our ambitions for organ and 
tissue donation and transplantation for the period up to 2020. The Plan is available on the Scottish 
Government website at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/07/7461. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government , further to the answer to question S4W-15210 by Humza Yousaf on 10 June 2013, 
whether it will set out its understanding of the identification document requirements for visitors 
travelling from Scotland to Ireland by (a) air and (b) ferry. 

 (S4W-15760) 

Humza Yousaf: The Home Office website states that within the Common Travel Area “passengers 
are not required to carry a passport or national identity document for immigration purposes”. Further 
information can be found on the Home Office website: 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/customs-
travel/Enteringtheuk/arrivingatukborder/travellingtocommontravelarea/ 
and the Irish Citizens’ Information website:  
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/moving_country/moving_abroad/freedom_of_movement_within_th
e_eu/common_travel_area_between_ireland_and_the_uk.html 
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