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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it (a) tracks the location of eagle nests and (b) informs landowners and occupiers when an eagle is 
nesting in their area. 

 (S4W-15764) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government does not track the location of eagle nests directly, 
however Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) and the Joint Nature Conservation Committee fund periodic 
surveys of all known golden eagle territories in Scotland. The surveys are undertaken by the Raptor 
Study Group and RSPB and the next survey is due in 2015. For the reintroduced white-tailed eagle, 
SNH contracts RSPB to monitor all the territories in Scotland on an annual basis. 

The Scottish Government does not inform landowners or occupiers of nests on their land. Eagles 
are territorial birds which hold a territory all year, and in the case of golden eagle are usually long 
established. There are usually several nests within a territory which get used alternately, although 
some may only have one or certain favoured nests. Most landowners and occupiers are aware of the 
presence of eagles on their land, though may not know all nest sites. With golden eagles those people 
monitoring the territory will often inform the landowner of the nest, but this does not always happen 
and in some cases information is not shared due to suspicions about persecution or disturbance. With 
white-tailed eagles, the RSPB does inform landowners or occupiers without publicising the locations 
more widely. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
provisions are in place to protect white-tailed eagles and their nests. 

 (S4W-15765) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, birds of prey, including white-tailed 
eagles, are protected. The provisions of the Act make it an offence if a person recklessly or 
intentionally kills, injures or takes a bird of prey. 

It is also an offence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act to: take, damage, destroy or otherwise 
interfere with a bird of prey nest, including white-tailed eagle, whether in use or being built; obstruct or 
prevent a bird of prey, including white-tailed eagle, from using its nest; take or destroy the egg of a 
bird of prey, including white-tailed eagle; intentionally or recklessly disturb a bird of prey, including 
white-tailed eagle while it is in a nest or is building a nest, or is on, in or near a nest containing eggs or 
young; and intentionally or recklessly disturb the dependent young of a bird of prey, including white-
tailed eagle. 

White-tailed eagles are also listed on Schedules A1 and 1A of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981. The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (Variation of Schedules A1 and 1A (Scotland) Order 
2013) came into force on 18th March 2013 and added golden eagle to Schedule A1 and 1A of the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and hen harrier and red kite to Schedule 1A only. Schedule A1 of 
the 1981 Act lists bird species whose nests are protected at all times from disturbance, including 
outwith the breeding season and Schedule 1A of the 1981 Act lists those bird species which are 
protected from harassment. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
provisions are in place to protect birds of prey and their nests from persecution. 

 (S4W-15767) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15765 on 15 July 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
position is on the robustness of vicarious liability under the Wildlife and Natural Environment 
(Scotland) Act 2011 to deal with the persecution of birds of prey and their nests and what advice it has 
sought on the matter. 

 (S4W-15769) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Wildlife and Natural Environment (Scotland) Act 2011 inserted provisions 
relating to vicarious liability for certain offences into the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. The new 
provisions were the subject of careful consideration by the Scottish Government Legal Department 
and by Parliamentary Counsel, as well as by the Parliament. 

The new provisions came into force in January 2012. Vicarious liability can be considered in relation 
to all relevant offences that are investigated or prosecuted. When any investigation for a relevant 
offence is ongoing, the possibility of an arrest or prosecution under the vicarious liability provisions will 
be considered. 

However, to date vicarious liability has not so far been tested in the courts. Decisions on what 
charges to bring in any case are solely a matter for the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service. 
The Scottish Government has no reason to believe that the vicarious liability provisions are not robust.  

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it considers that sentencing limits for people convicted of wildlife crimes are an adequate deterrent. 

 (S4W-15770) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government announced on 1 July 2013 that a group would be set 
up to carry out a review to report to ministers on how wildlife crime is treated within the criminal justice 
system, including examining whether the penalties available for wildlife crime properly reflect the 
seriousness of the damage caused to vulnerable wildlife and fragile habitats and ecosystems. Part of 
this review will also consider whether the maximum sentences available are an adequate deterrent. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
steps it is taking to ensure that the vicarious liability provisions in the Wildlife and Natural Environment 
(Scotland) Act 2011 are (a) understood and (b) enforced. 

 (S4W-15811) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Wildlife and Natural Environment (Scotland) Act 2011 inserted provisions 
relating to vicarious liability for certain offences into the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. The new 
provisions came into force in January 2012. 

The Scottish Government has worked with stakeholders through the Partnership for Action Against 
Wildlife Crime (PAW) Scotland to raise awareness of these provisions and has assisted with the 
production of guidance by PAW partners.  

Decisions on whether to prosecute cases under the vicarious liability provisions are solely a matter 
for the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
further steps it is planning to address wildlife crime. 

 (S4W-15812) 

Paul Wheelhouse: On 1 July 2013 the Scottish Government announced new measures aimed at 
tackling wildlife crime. These are: 

The Lord Advocate has instructed the specialist prosecutors in the Wildlife and Environmental Crime 
Unit to work with Police Scotland to ensure that law enforcement utilises all investigative tools at their 
disposal in the fight against wildlife crime. 



A group will be established to carry out a review and report to ministers on how wildlife crime is 
treated within the criminal justice system, including examining whether the penalties available for 
wildlife crime properly reflect the seriousness of the damage caused to vulnerable wildlife and fragile 
habitats and ecosystems.  

Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) will be asked, in their capacity as the authority for licensing 
decisions under Section 16 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, to examine how and in what 
circumstances they can restrict the use of general licences to trap and shoot wild birds on land where 
they have good reason to believe that crimes against wild birds have taken place. These general 
licences allow the holders to carry out actions that would otherwise be unlawful if undertaken without 
any reference to SNH. The Scottish Government regards the use of general licences as a privilege 
that should not be extended in circumstances where there is evidence that their use may be facilitating 
illegal activities. 

In addition to the above measures, the Scottish Government also intends, in the second half of this 
year, to bring forward a consultation on whether we should extend the powers of the Scottish Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals as regards the investigation of wildlife crime.  

The Scottish Government will also in the second half of the year be laying in Parliament an annual 
report on wildlife crime in 2012. This report will have a role to play in guiding the best use of resources 
in tackling wildlife crime. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had with other EU member states regarding the UK Government's proposal to 
ease restrictions on the cultivation of Genetically Modified (GM) crops. 

 (S4W-16017) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government has not had any direct discussions with other EU 
member states on the UK Government’s proposals as, under the current constitutional arrangements, 
the UK Government leads for the UK at the European Council of Ministers. However, the Scottish 
Government has made its distinct views on GM crop cultivation known at every opportunity and will 
continue to do so. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to ensure that Scotland remains a Genetically Modified (GM)-free zone. 

 (S4W-16019) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government will continue to take a precautionary approach to 
Genetically Modified Organisms. We remain opposed to the cultivation of GM crops and remain 
committed to protecting the integrity and image of our valuable food and drink sector and prevents any 
potential harm to either human or animals health or, indeed, harm to the wider environment and 
biodiversity. 

Finance 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how the proposed 
Procurement Reform Bill will reflect the findings of the Federation of Master Builders report, Improving 
public procurement for construction Small and Medium-sized Enterprises. 

 (S4W-15836) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Our proposals for the Bill were developed through extensive consultation with 
stakeholders, including business representatives. The recommendations set out in the Federation of 
Master Builders report serve as welcome conformation that businesses, especially smaller firms, are 
keen that we use the Bill to tackle issues such as pre-qualification processes, provision of debriefing 
and advertising of contract opportunities. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the annual 
value is of public sector construction contracts and what percentage of construction output they 
represent. 



 (S4W-15837) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government does not collect information on the annual value of 
public sector construction contracts. 

Spending on construction in 2011-12 recorded by public sector bodies on the Scottish Government’s 
Procurement Information Hub was £2.437 billion, which was 23.4% of construction output. The figures 
for 2010-11 were £2.122 billion and 18.5%. For 2009-10 they were £2.114 billion and 21.4%. 

Note that the Scottish Government spending on construction and Scottish construction output 
figures are not directly comparable. This is because government construction spending in a given year 
does not immediately translate to measured Scottish output in the same year. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what percentage 
of public sector contracts is awarded to Scottish small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). 

 (S4W-15838) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Based on information from the Public Contracts Scotland portal, the information 
requested is set out in the following table: 

 2010* 2011 2012 

Scotland-based small 
enterprises** 

36%  48%  53%  

Scotland-based 
medium sized 
enterprises*** 

19%  17%  15%  

Total Scotland-based 
SMEs 

55%  65%  68%  

Notes: 
* 2010 figures are for October to December only as this is when reporting functionality on the size and 
location of suppliers became available in Public Contracts Scotland. 
** Scotland-based and employee numbers according to the information provided by suppliers when 
registering on Public Contracts Scotland. Small enterprises are those with under 50 employees. 
*** Medium sized enterprises are those with 50 – 249 employees. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government on what date it 
plans to introduce the proposed Procurement Reform Bill. 

 (S4W-15841) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15200 on 23 May 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
proposed Procurement Reform Bill will require public sector jobs of an established minimum salary to 
be posted on the Public Contracts Scotland online portal. 

 (S4W-15842) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Procurement Reform Bill will apply to the award of commercial contracts for 
goods, works and services, not to contracts of employment which involve a salary. Similarly, Public 
Contracts Scotland is not intended for contracts of employment. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the data 
in the Federation of Master Builders' report, Improving public procurement for construction SMEs, on 
the success rates of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in the UK in competing for public 
sector jobs are representative of success rates in Scotland. 

 (S4W-15843) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government does not collect information which measures the ratio 
of wins to bids of individual SMEs competing for public works contracts. 

Based on information submitted to the Scottish Government’s Procurement Information Hub, where 
the size of the supplier firm was known, spending on construction recorded by public sector bodies 
was £2.09 billion in 2011-12, of which 47% went to firms classed as SMEs. In 2010-11 it was £2.00 
billion (44% to known SMEs) and in 2009-10 it was £1.97 billion (43% to known SMEs). 

Governance and Communities 

Linda Fabiani (East Kilbride) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the impact of the welfare reforms announced in the 2013 Spending Review 
on (a) poverty and (b) child poverty in Scotland. 

 (S4W-16166) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government does not produce projections of poverty and has 
published no formal assessment of the Spending Review 2013 impacts on poverty. 

However, the distributional analysis published alongside the Spending Review 2013 sets out the 
cumulative impact of the Spending Review 2013 and changes introduced by the UK Government 
since 2010. The Scottish Government assessment of this is that the changes introduced by the UK 
Government are regressive, and will have the greatest impact on households towards the bottom end 
of the income distribution. The bottom 20 per cent is estimated to lose on average £930 per year.  

 

 

Linda Fabiani (East Kilbride) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the cumulative impact of welfare reforms announced since 2010 on (a) 
poverty and (b) child poverty in Scotland. 

 (S4W-16167) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government does not produce projections of poverty and no 
specific assessments have been made of the impacts of welfare policies on poverty levels. However, 
an assessment of the cumulative impact of welfare reforms over the five years to 2014-15 has 
estimated that the Scottish welfare bill will be reduced by over £4.5 billion over this period. It is 
estimated that around £1 billion of this relates directly to children in Scotland. This will inevitably 
impact on low income households: analysis by the Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS) suggests that an 
additional 70,000 adults and 50,000 children will be living in relative poverty (before housing costs) in 
Scotland by 2020 because of welfare reform changes since 2010. Updated IFS analysis is expected 
shortly, taking into account more recent budget decisions. 
Sources:  
Scottish Government (2013) UK Government cuts to welfare expenditure in Scotland: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/welfarereform/analysis/welfareexpenditurecuts 
Institute for Fiscal Studies (2013) Child and Working-Age Poverty in Northern Ireland from 2010 to 
2020: http://www.ifs.org.uk/comms/r78.pdf 

 

Linda Fabiani (East Kilbride) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the impact of the changes to jobseeker's allowance announced in the 2013 
Spending Review on (a) poverty, (b) child poverty, (c) food poverty and (d) temporary poverty in 
Scotland. 

 (S4W-16168) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government does not produce projections of poverty and no 
specific assessments have been made of the impacts of welfare policies on poverty levels.  

The Scottish Government officials are liaising with HM Treasury and the Department for Work and 
Pensions to obtain the required data to be able to better understand the potential impact such 
changes may have. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/welfarereform/analysis/welfareexpenditurecuts
http://www.ifs.org.uk/comms/r78.pdf


Stuart McMillan (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many claims have been made to the Scottish Welfare Fund from (a) individuals and (b) groups and 
organisations since 1 April 2013. 

 (S4W-16302) 

Nicola Sturgeon: According to informal monitoring returns from local authorities, there have been 
23,972 applications to the Scottish Welfare Fund from individuals from 1 April to 31 May 2013. 
Information for June is not yet available. The Scottish Welfare Fund does not accept applications from 
groups or organisations. 

 

Stuart McMillan (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
collaborative work it undertakes with the third sector to provide advice and support to people affected 
by recent welfare changes. 

 (S4W-16303) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government is committed to working collaboratively with the third 
sector and other organisations in Scotland who provide advice and support to people affected by 
recent welfare changes. We are providing an additional £7.9 million to organisations who provide 
these services, such as Citizens Advice Scotland, to ensure that people have the help they need. 

A range of third sector organisations are also represented on various stakeholder groups, such as 
the Welfare Reform Scrutiny Group. Their input is vital in helping us understand and respond as best 
we can within our powers and resources to the UK Government’s cuts and changes to the welfare 
system. 

 

Stuart McMillan (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
recent discussions it has had with the Scottish Legal Aid Board in relation to the delivery of the 
Scottish Welfare Fund. 

 (S4W-16304) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Legal Aid Board (SLAB) does not have a role in the delivery of the 
Scottish Welfare Fund. However, my officials met with the SLAB on 24 April 2013 as part of their work 
to raise awareness of the fund. They also invited SLAB to take part in a meeting held on 4 June 2013 
to discuss how to improve access to the fund for prisoners and young offenders prior to their release. 

Health and Social Care 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
recourse a member of the public has who is dissatisfied with the outcome of a Social Work Complaints 
Review Panel. 

 (S4W-15777) 

Alex Neil: A member of the public who is dissatisfied with the outcome of a local authority’s Social 
Work Complaints Review Committee may refer their complaint to the Scottish Public Services 
Ombudsman for investigation. Should they still not be satisfied with the outcome, they may seek a 
judicial review. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
establish a managed clinical network for allergy. 

 (S4W-15795) 

Alex Neil: The Children and Young People’s Allergy Network was established in April 2011 to 
strengthen and develop specialist services for children with severe allergies. The network has 
recurring funding from 2011-12 for a lead clinician and administrator. An application for the 
formalisation of the network’s future status as a national managed clinical network will be considered 
by the National Specialist Services Committee in August 2013. 



The Scottish Government currently has no plans to establish an adult managed clinical network for 
allergy. NHS boards have statutory responsibility and accountability for the delivery of services. 
Updated guidance on the role of managed clinical networks was issued to NHS boards in: 
http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/mels/CEL2012_29.pdf. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
the NHS provides all health services to patients free of charge. 

 (S4W-15798) 

Alex Neil: The primary purpose of any NHS organisation is to provide NHS care and the NHS 
provides treatment free of charge at the point of access. 

Unless legislation allows, the NHS cannot charge patients. For example, previously prescription 
charges were in place, but legislative change led to the abolition of such charges. 

Learning and Justice 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government when (a) its officials and (b) the Cabinet Secretary for Justice became aware that the 
interim chief executive officer (CEO) of the Scottish Police Authority had chosen (i) not to be 
considered for the permanent CEO vacancy and (ii) to resign from the organisation. 

 (S4W-15778) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government and the Cabinet Secretary have been aware for some 
months that the Interim Chief Executive of the Scottish Police Authority (SPA) did not intend to apply 
for the position on a permanent basis and that she would step down in September 2013. 

The SPA has outlined its organisational vision and governance arrangements as we embark on a 
new phase of reform, following a successful transition on 1 April 2013, and is working on the detail in 
close partnership with Police Scotland. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government when (a) its officials and (b) the Cabinet Secretary for Justice became aware that the 
interim chief executive officer of the Scottish Police Authority would announce to staff on 11 June 2013 
that she had resigned. 

 (S4W-15779) 

Kenny MacAskill: The interim chief executive of the Scottish Police Authority (SPA) has not 
resigned. 

The SPA advised the Scottish Government on 11 June 2013 that the interim chief executive would 
be informing her staff that she would be not be applying for the permanent chief executive’s role. 
Scottish Government officials then advised the Cabinet Secretary for Justice of this information. 

The SPA has outlined its organisational vision and governance arrangements as we embark on a 
new phase of reform, following a successful transition on 1 April 2013 and is working on the detail in 
close partnership with Police Scotland. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government when (a) its officials and (b) the Cabinet Secretary for Justice became aware of the date 
that the interim chief executive officer of the Scottish Police Authority will leave the organisation. 

 (S4W-15780) 

Kenny MacAskill: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15778 on 15 July 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/mels/CEL2012_29.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx


Strategy and External Affairs 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government further to the tweet by the Minister for External Affairs and International Development on 
10 June 2013 that “International development based on justice rather than charity could create lasting 
progress in developing world”, whether it will (a) confirm its position on this matter and (b) set out what 
previous analysis of UK international development policy it has undertaken. 

 (S4W-15762) 

Humza Yousaf: The conceptualisation of international development as a question of justice rather 
than charity is based on an understanding of the negative impacts of particular global economic and 
financial policies on the world’s poorest nations and people. Examples include the tax losses to 
developing countries from multi-national companies operating in those countries while taking 
advantage of international tax secrecy; and the reported net transfer of $5,740.6 billion from 
developing economies to the developed over the period 1998-2010 (United Nations General Assembly 
A/65/189, July 2010, International Financial System and Development, Report of the Secretary-
General). These flows include e.g. trade, debt, intellectual property rights and the “brain drain”. A truly 
effective approach to development must address these issues.  

Analyses of UK development policy are available from a variety of sources, including for example 
the Organisation for Economic Development - Development Assistance Committee peer reviews. 
These include analysis of approaches to aid, but also of “policy coherence for development” across 
government policies. The Center for Global Development’s “Commitment to Development Index” 
seeks to rank governments according to the extent to which their policies in the round help poor 
countries, that index includes aid; trade; investment; migration; environment; security and technology 
components. 

The tweet related to an article in the Guardian on 10 June 2013 on the human rights based 
approach and, summarised this sentence from it “international development based more on justice 
and rights than charity and aid has the potential to create lasting progress in the developing world.” 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government further to the tweet by the Minister for External Affairs and International Development on 
13 June 2013 that “While welcoming UK hosted "Nutrition for Growth" summit is vital we ask 
critical/probing questions on how UK does aid” whether it will (a) confirm its position on this matter and 
(b) set out what previous analysis of UK aid policy it has undertaken. 

 (S4W-15763) 

Humza Yousaf: Analyses of UK aid policy are available from a variety of sources, including for 
example the Organisation for Economic Development - Development Assistance Committee (OECD-
DAC) peer reviews and the work of the Independent Commission for Aid Impact (ICAI). The Center for 
Global Development’s “Commitment to Development Index” seeks to rank governments according to 
the extent to which their policies in the round help poor countries, that index also includes an aid 
component. 

Where appropriate the Scottish Government welcomes the good work of the Department of 
International Development. However, various non-governmental development organisations have 
nevertheless this year expressed concern over the risk of securitisation of aid, following comments 
made by the Prime Minister earlier this year. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
the answer to question S4W-14301 by Joe FitzPatrick on 1 May 2013, for what reason the letter sent 
by Hugh Henry MSP on 21 December 2012 was replied to by the Cabinet Secretary for Health and 
Wellbeing on 28 March 2013. 

 (S4W-15797) 

Alex Neil: The Convenor of the Greensyde Carers Group emailed all Scottish Ministers and MSPs 
on 17 December 2012. Mr Hugh Henry then sent a separate email to the Cabinet Secretary for Health 
and Wellbeing regarding the same correspondence on 21 December 2012. 



On the 22 January 2013 an official response was issued to the Convenor of the Greensyde Carers. 
There was an administrative oversight where Mr Henry was not copied into that response. This was 
remedied on 28 March 2013, when a copy of the response which was sent to the Convenor of the 
Greensyde Carers on 22 January 2013 was sent to Mr Henry for his records. 

Transport Scotland 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many seafarer (a) ratings and (b) officers are being (i) trained and (ii) sponsored by CalMac 
Ferries Ltd, and how many (A) were in 2011-12 and (B) will be in 2013-14.  

 (S4W-15848) 

Keith Brown: The information on seafarers trained and sponsored by CalMac Ferries Limited is as 
follows:  

 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 

Employees Trained - 
Officers 

9 10 Total number still to be 
finalised 

Employees Trained - 
Ratings 

2 10 Total number still to be 
finalised but 4 Ratings 

confirmed to date 

Cadets Sponsored 40* 40* 40* 

Note: *The cadet sponsorship programme ordinarily takes each cadet three years to complete. 
Consequently of the 40 cadets in training at any one time there are cadets completing their training 
after three years, there are also cadets midway through their training and a third group starting their 
training. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-14388 by Keith Brown on 8 May 2013, what discussions it has 
had with the UK Government regarding the training of (a) rating and (b) officer seafarers as a result of 
Serco NorthLink’s election to the tonnage tax scheme. 

 (S4W-15849) 

Keith Brown:I refer the member to the answer to questions S4W-15721 and S4W-15725 on 28 
June 2013. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, 
the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-15766 
S4W-15768 
S4W-15771 
S4W-15781 
S4W-15782 
S4W-15783 
S4W-15785 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx

