
Thursday 25 July 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
wildlife crime officers have been deployed in each local policing area by Police Scotland. 

Holding answer issued: 17 July 2013 (S4W-15816) 

Kenny MacAskill: There are currently 109 wildlife crime officers operating across Police Scotland 
and they play a critical role in the fight against wildlife crime in Scotland. Operationally based within 
the Specialist Crime Division of Police Scotland, there are five full-time wildlife crime liaison officer’s 
(WCLO) and nine part-time WCLO posts. 

In addition there is also a full-time wildlife crime coordinator (policy) and 95 part-time wildlife crime 
officers. The deployment of these officers within Police Scotland is an operational matter for the Chief 
Constable. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-14411 by Fergus Ewing on 8 May 2013, what the names are of 
the three recipients of support from the Renewable Energy Investment Fund. 

Holding answer issued: 17 July 2013 (S4W-15833) 

Fergus Ewing: At the All-Energy conference in May 2013, I announced a loan to Gigha Green 
Power Ltd from the Renewable Energy Investment Fund. 

Details of further investments by the fund are commercial in confidence and will be announced 
following financial closure and in accordance with the individual legal and commercial agreements. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what actions it plans to take to protect Scotland's agricultural produce if restrictions are eased on the 
cultivation of Genetically Modified (GM) crops. 

Holding answer issued: 23 July 2013 (S4W-16018) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government is watching these developments closely. However, 
there are a number of Member States in the EU who share our concerns about growing GM crops and 
there is no indication that they will change their views in light of the UK Government’s recent proposal. 

I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-16016 on 18 July 2013 regarding constraints on 
the Scottish Government under current constitutional arrangements. All answers to written 
parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be 
found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Mike MacKenzie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the timeline is for the implementation of Ofgem's reforms to Project TransmiT and 
what assessment it has carried out of what the impact would be of any delays to this.  

 (S4W-16063) 

Fergus Ewing: The conclusion and implementation of Project TransmiT is a matter to be 
determined by the Office of Gas and Electricity Markets (Ofgem). Ofgem is reviewing a final set of 
recommendations which were published in June 2013 by the industry led Connection and Use of 
System Code (CUSC) panel. Ofgem will consider the CUSC panel’s recommendation on timescales-
that Ofgem implement its final decision between 1 April 2014 and 1 April 2015. The Scottish 
Government has long supported this review of the transmission charging regime and our position 
remains that we wish to see a positive outcome, as swiftly as possible, that will further support new 
low carbon energy technologies and developments throughout the country. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
will publish its next Oil and Gas Analytical Bulletin. 

 (S4W-16200) 

John Swinney: The Oil and Gas Analytical Bulletin, which was published on 11 March 2013 states 
that “This is the first in a series of bulletins summarising recent trends in the Scottish oil and gas 
industry. Further updates will be published in due course.” 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government which 
minister commissioned the publication of its Oil and Gas Analytical Bulletin and on what date and at 
what time. 

 (S4W-16202) 

John Swinney: The bulletin was commissioned by the First Minister on 31 January 2013. 

 

Chic Brodie (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many small and medium enterprise start-ups there have been in the (a) South Ayrshire, (b) East 
Ayrshire, (c) Scottish Borders, (d) Dumfries and Galloway, (e) East Lothian and (f) South Lanarkshire 
local authority area in the last year; what the survival rate was in each area, and how many of these 
start-ups engaged with Business Gateways during the same period. 

 (S4W-16308) 

Fergus Ewing: The information requested is not held centrally. However, data on the number of 
new VAT/PAYE registrations is released annually by the Office for National Statistics (ONS). These 
figures are used to monitor the number of business start-ups (births) and survival. Please note that 
these figures do not account for all business activity as only businesses with an annual turnover above 
the VAT threshold (currently £79,000) or employing via PAYE are required to register. 

Table 1 shows the number of registered business births, for the last four years, and the latest 1-
year/3-year survival rates. These data are taken from the ONS Business Demography 2011 
publication, which contains the most up to date data available. 

Table 1: Registered Business Births (2008 to 2011) and Survival Rates: 
Local Authority Area Business Births (VAT/PAYE 

registrations) 
Latest Business Survival Rates 

2008 2009 2010 2011 1 year survival 
rate 

(businesses 
born in 2010) 

3 year survival 
rate 

(businesses 
born in 2008) 

Dumfries and Galloway 375 345 315 385 88.9% 62.7% 

East Ayrshire 285 255 255 285 88.2% 59.6% 

East Lothian 275 265 250 275 88.0% 63.6% 

Scottish Borders 375 305 315 315 88.9% 65.3% 

South Ayrshire 320 315 280 340 83.9% 57.8% 

South Lanarkshire 875 880 810 905 84.6% 60.6% 

Source: Business Demography 2011, Office for National Statistics 

 

Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale) (Scottish National Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-12369 by Paul Wheelhouse 
on 30 January 2013, how many snare users had attended the training required to qualify for an 
identification number for the purpose of setting snares by 1 April 2013. 

 (S4W-16394) 

Paul Wheelhouse: By 1 April 2013, 1,864 people had successfully completed a snaring training 
course required to qualify for an identification number for the purpose of setting snares. 



 

Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale) (Scottish National Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-12369 by Paul Wheelhouse 
on 30 January 2013, how many snare users attended the training required to qualify for an 
identification number for the purpose of setting snares between 1 April 2013 and 1 July 2013. 

 (S4W-16395) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Between 1 April 2013 and 1 July 2013, 139 people successfully completed a 
snaring training course required to qualify for an identification number for the purpose of setting 
snares. 

 

Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale) (Scottish National Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government how many snare users who attended the training required to qualify 
for an identification number for the purpose of setting snares had obtained an identification number 
from the chief constable of their local police force by 1 July 2013. 

 (S4W-16396) 

Paul Wheelhouse: By 1 July 2013, 915 people had obtained their snaring identification number 
from the Chief Constable of their local police force or, since 1 April 2013 when Police Scotland was 
formally established, from the Chief Constable of Police Scotland. 

Finance 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government in what 
average number of days after receipt of an invoice it paid suppliers in (a) 2010-11 and (b) 2011-12. 

 (S4W-16493) 

John Swinney: The average number of days taken from receipt of an invoice to payment to the 
supplier was: 2010-11, six days and 2011-12, six days. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
percentage of suppliers it paid within 10 days of receiving an invoice in (a) 2010-11 and (b) 2011-12. 

 (S4W-16494) 

John Swinney: The core Scottish Government paid 98.1% of invoices in 2010-11 and 98.5% in 
2011-12. 

Health and Social Care 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much each NHS board should have been allocated using the NHS Scotland Resource Allocation 
Committee formula in each of the last six years and how much each received. 

 

Holding answer issued: 24 July 2013 (S4W-16096) 

Alex Neil: The NHS Scotland Resource Allocation Committee (NRAC) formula was first used to 
inform the allocation of health funds in 2009-10. When accepting the recommendations of the 
committee, the then Secretary for Health and Wellbeing noted that she placed “high importance on the 
need to avoid turbulence in NHS board funding and can confirm that no board will receive less funding 
than it does at present and any changes will be phased in over a number of years, as has been the 
practice under both the previous SHARE and Arbuthnott formulae.” For that reason, though the 
pattern of actual funding received by health boards is informed by the target shares derived using the 
NRAC formulae, it is not identical to them. 

 

The following tables set out information on actual allocations and target shares of NRAC-related 
funds for the years 2009-10 to 2013-14. Table 1 sets out the actual funds provided to health boards 
and Table 2 sets out the NRAC target shares. 



Table 1: NRAC-Related Health Board Actual Funding, 2009-10 to 2013-14, £m: 

Health Board 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 

NHS Ayrshire and Arran  557.2 570.2 573.7 585.3 601.7 

NHS Borders  162.2 166.0 167.1 170.7 175.4 

NHS Dumfries and Galloway  232.9 238.3 241.1 245.8 252.7 

NHS Fife  490.3 502.9 506.4 520.8 539.5 

NHS Forth Valley  383.9 393.8 402.1 413.7 429.4 

NHS Grampian  660.7 678.5 689.8 711.7 742.4 

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 1,825.0 1,871.4 1,891.7 1,933.5 1,990.6 

NHS Highland  469.6 480.6 484.0 495.4 509.2 

NHS Lanarkshire  777.4 798.4 815.3 836.5 863.7 

NHS Lothian  987.1 1,018.2 1,053.3 1,088.3 1,136.6 

NHS Orkney  30.5 31.3 31.5 32.8 34.3 

NHS Shetland  35.9 36.8 36.6 37.6 38.7 

NHS Tayside  578.6 592.9 595.4 608.3 626.2 

NHS Western Isles  56.6 58.1 57.6 59.1 60.7 

Unified Boards 7,247.8 7,437.4 7,545.6 7,739.5 8,001.1 

 
Table 2: NRAC Target Shares, 2009-10 to 2013-14, %: 

Health Board 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 

NHS Ayrshire and Arran 7.44% 7.41% 7.40% 7.38% 7.36% 

NHS Borders 2.08% 2.08% 2.09% 2.10% 2.10% 

NHS Dumfries and Galloway 3.02% 3.01% 3.01% 3.01% 3.00% 

NHS Fife 6.88% 6.89% 6.87% 6.89% 6.90% 

NHS Forth Valley 5.48% 5.49% 5.48% 5.49% 5.51% 

NHS Grampian 9.45% 9.48% 9.60% 9.63% 9.68% 

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 24.53% 24.37% 24.25% 24.12% 24.01% 

NHS Highland 6.26% 6.32% 6.31% 6.34% 6.36% 

NHS Lanarkshire 11.01% 10.99% 10.95% 10.95% 10.88% 

NHS Lothian 14.50% 14.61% 14.72% 14.76% 14.86% 

NHS Orkney 0.42% 0.42% 0.42% 0.42% 0.43% 

NHS Shetland 0.44% 0.45% 0.45% 0.45% 0.46% 

NHS Tayside 7.84% 7.84% 7.85% 7.86% 7.84% 

NHS Western Isles 0.63% 0.63% 0.61% 0.61% 0.62% 

Unified Boards 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 

 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how private dental 
practices are regulated. 

 (S4W-16110) 

Alex Neil: NHS general dental services (GDS) and all dental practices which provide any GDS are 
subject to inspection and monitoring and there are very few dental practices in Scotland which do not 
provide some NHS care. However, Dental practices in Scotland which provide only private treatment 
are not subject to regulation at this time. 

All dental practitioners are regulated by the General Dental Council (GDC). The professional 
regulation of dentists is reserved to the UK Government by the Scotland Act 1998. The GDC has UK-
wide statutory responsibility for safeguarding the public by maintaining the register of dentists who are 
qualified and competent to work in the UK. The GDC also regulates; dental nurses, dental technicians, 
clinical dental technicians, dental hygienists, dental therapists and orthodontic therapists. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how patient safety 
is protected in (a) NHS and (b) private dental practices. 



 (S4W-16111) 

Alex Neil: All dental practitioners are regulated by the General Dental Council (GDC). The 
professional regulation of dentists is reserved to the UK Government by the Scotland Act 1998. The 
General Dental Council (GDC) has UK-wide statutory responsibility for safeguarding the public by 
maintaining the register of dentists who are qualified and competent to work in the UK. 

The GDC also regulates dental nurses, dental technicians, clinical dental technicians, dental 
hygienists, dental therapists and orthodontic therapists. 

Any dentist or dental body corporate wishing to provide, or assist with the provision, of NHS General 
Dental Services (GDS) in an area is required to join the relevant NHS board’s dental list. As part of the 
NHS board’s listing procedures applicants are required to provide a range of information, including 
references, criminal record certificates, etc. To check safety and quality all NHS boards are required to 
inspect practice premises from where NHS GDS are provided in their area on a three year rolling 
programme. Treatment provided under GDS is monitored by NHS boards and Practitioner Services 
Division of NHS National Services Scotland. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much has 
been spent on repairs and maintenance at the Glasgow Dental Hospital in each year since 2007-08. 

 (S4W-16114) 

Alex Neil: Since 2007-2008, NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde has spent the following on repairs 
and maintenance at the Glasgow Dental Hospital: 

Pay Non Pay TOTAL  

2007-08 £237,099 £136,178 £373,277 

2008-09 £279,666 £226,615 £506,281 

2009-10 £261,351 £194,088 £455,439 

2010-11 £262,636 £164,259 £426,895 

2011-12 £336,877 £188,583 £525,460 

2012-13 £336,877 £188,583 £525,460 

The figures include estates staffing costs. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether there are 
any plans to replace the Glasgow Dental Hospital. 

 (S4W-16115) 

Alex Neil: There are no plans to replace the current building. A programme of investment 
established in 2007-08 into the building infrastructure continues on an annual basis.  

Since 2007-08 a total of £11,014,000 has been invested, with a further £2 million to be invested in 
2013-2014. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its regulatory 
powers are in relation to dentistry. 

 (S4W-16116) 

Alex Neil: NHS general dental services are regulated under Section 25 of the NHS (Scotland) Act 
1978 and the NHS (General Dental Services) (Scotland) Regulations 2010. The professional 
regulation of dentists is specifically reserved to the UK Government by The Scotland Act 1998. The 
General Dental Council (GDC) has UK-wide statutory responsibility for safeguarding the public by 
maintaining the register of dentists who are qualified and competent to work in the UK. 

The GDC also regulates, dental nurses, dental technicians clinical dental technicians, dental 
hygienists, dental therapists and orthodontic therapists. However the legislation governing the 
regulation of dental nurses, dental technicians, clinical dental technicians and orthodontic therapists is 
devolved to the Scottish Parliament as the groups were regulated following The Scotland Act 1998. 

 



Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to 
reduce the number of student places for dentistry in the next academic year and, if so, by how many. 

 (S4W-16125) 

Alex Neil: As part of normal workforce planning arrangements, the Scottish Government keeps 
under regular review the future needs for the NHSScotland dental workforce. 

Following extensive analytical work undertaken jointly by NHS Education for Scotland and National 
Services Scotland, as published in their bi-annual report Dental Workforce Report – September 2012, 
and taking into consideration advice from the Chief Dental Officer for Scotland, the Scottish 
Government has agreed to reduce the number of funded dental student places by 17 for the 2013-14 
academic year. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is 
on the need for a pre-registration year for dentistry. 

 (S4W-16127) 

Alex Neil: The main concern of the Scottish Government is that dentists beginning independent 
practice in Scotland are able to function safely. The General Dental Council, as the Professional 
regulatory body for dentists, is currently undertaking a review of vocational training and the Scottish 
Government will take appropriate action based on the findings of the review. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
funding it has allocated to golf's (a) Open Championship and (b) Scottish Open this year. 

 (S4W-16219) 

Shona Robison: Through VisitScotland, the Scottish Government is supporting the Open 
Championship with £220,000 and the Scottish Open with £1 million this year. 

Learning and Justice 

Roderick Campbell (North East Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
on what date it expects the final report of the Review of Expenses and Funding of Civil Litigation in 
Scotland (the Taylor Review) to be published. 

 (S4W-16128) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The final report of the Review of Expenses and Funding of Civil Litigation 
in Scotland (the Taylor Review) is due to be published on 11 September 2013. 

 

Sandra White (Glasgow Kelvin) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many crimes and offences have been recorded in each local authority area in each year since 2003-
04, and how many were categorised as (a) non-sexual crimes of violence, (b) homicide, (c) robbery, 
(d) crimes of dishonesty, (e) housebreaking, (f) theft from a motor vehicle, (g) theft of a motor vehicle, 
(h) shoplifting, (i) other theft, (j) fire-raising, vandalism etc (k) fire-raising, (l) vandalism, (m) handling 
an offensive weapon, (n) crimes against public justice, (o) common assault, (p) breach of the peace 
etc and (q) other crimes. 

 (S4W-16134) 

Kenny MacAskill: Tables showing the information requested on the number of crimes and offences 
recorded by the police in Scotland, broken down by local authority area, from 2003-04 to 2012-13, has 
been prepared and a copy of this table is available in the Scottish Parliament’s Reference Centre (Bib 
number 55121). 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
is aware of any illegal activity carried out in Scotland by the Special Demonstration Squad or the 
National Domestic Extremism Unit and, if so, whether it will institute an inquiry into those activities. 



 (S4W-16186) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government is not aware of any illegal activity carried out by the 
Special Demonstrations Squad or the National Domestic Extremism Unit in Scotland. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how much 
it has contributed to police units with a UK-wide remit in each year since 1999, broken down by unit. 

 (S4W-16187) 

Kenny MacAskill: Since 2000-01, the Scottish Government has made the following payments to 
UK-wide units, under the remit of international policing. Figures are not available prior to 2000: 

Year Payee Amount 

2000-01 National Criminal Intelligence Service £3.084 million 

2001-02 National Criminal Intelligence Service £3.838 million 

2002-03 National Criminal Intelligence Service £5.150 million 

2003-04 National Criminal Intelligence Service £5.428 million 

2004-05 National Criminal Intelligence Service £5.496 million 

2005-06 National Criminal Intelligence Service £5.496 million 

2006-07 Serious Organised Crime Agency £5.496 million 

2007-08 Serious Organised Crime Agency £5.661 million 

2008-09 Serious Organised Crime Agency £5.661 million 

2009-10 Serious Organised Crime Agency £5.661 million 

2010-11 Serious Organised Crime Agency £4.8 million  

2011-12 Serious Organised Crime Agency £5.602 million 

2012-13 Serious Organised Crime Agency £5.543 million 

 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many people have been fined for summary offences 
based on the standard scale in each year since 2006, broken down by the level of fine imposed. 

 (S4W-16214) 

Kenny MacAskill: The available information is given in the following table. 
People fined within the standard scale in sheriff summary courts, 2006-07 to 2011-12: 

Amount of Fine (£) 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

Level 1 (1-200) 19,547 17,705 13,767 12,076 10,236 8,401 

Level 2 (201-500) 19,061 19,455 15,539 12,307 11,041 10,692 

Level 3 (501-1000) 2,746 3,137 2,914 2,266 2,088 2,123 

Level 4 (1,001-2,500) 283 297 242 219 193 199 

Level 5 (2,501-5,000) 54 46 20 27 23 24 

Total 41,691 40,640 32,482 26,895 23,581 21,439 

Source: Scottish Government Criminal Proceedings database 

The two main reasons why our summary courts are imposing fewer fines are a) they are dealing with 
fewer cases because of falls in crime and b) we have developed policies to increasingly deal with 
minor offending outwith the court system, e.g. through fiscal fines. 

The following questions received holding answers:  

S4W-16087 
S4W-16160 

 

 


