
Thursday 1 August 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will bring forward legislation to ban the use of wild animals in circuses. 

Holding answer issued: 31 July 2013 (S4W-16220) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government is looking at the complex legal issues surrounding a 
possible ban in Scotland and expects to consult on this issue soon to gauge the views of the public. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what recent discussions it has had with the UK Government about extending the scope of 
the UK Government’s planned legislation to ban the use of wild animals in travelling circuses to 
include Scotland. 

Holding answer issued: 31 July 2013 (S4W-16221) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government is investigating the legislative options, including the 
possibility of participating in a UK bill, should it be decided, following a consultation process that a ban 
would be appropriate.  

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-06902 by Richard Lochhead on 9 May 2012, what 
consideration it has given to animal welfare issues relating to the use of wild animals in circuses. 

Holding answer issued: 31 July 2013 (S4W-16222) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government take the welfare of animals very seriously and 
Scotland has some of the highest animal welfare standards in the world. We are looking at the issues 
around a possible ban in Scotland and plan to consult shortly. 

The Scottish Government is aware of the recent House of Commons Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs Committee report on the draft legislation banning the use of wild animals in circuses in England 
and its recommendation that the ban should be restricted to certain species of wild animals. This point 
will be included in any future consultation in Scotland on the matter. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-15749 by John Swinney on 5 July 2013, which 
notes that “a lower tax rate can reduce revenues”, whether it will quantify the expected reduction in 
revenues under its model. 

 (S4W-16404) 

John Swinney: As stated in the answer to S4W-15749, “whilst a lower tax rate can reduce 
revenues for a given level of profits, by stimulating economic activity, it can grow the tax base which 
can in turn lead to higher tax revenues. The potential economic benefits from the policy are significant, 
with the additional activity generated by cutting corporation tax estimated to create 27,000 jobs and 
boost GDP by 1.4% after 20 years.” 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-15749 by John Swinney on 5 July 2013, for what 
reason it has not included government revenues as an indicator with an associated chart setting out 
the gains and losses over time in its publication, The Impact of a Reduction in Corporation Tax on the 
Scottish Economy. 

 (S4W-16405) 



John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15478 on 12 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-15746 by John Swinney on 5 July 2013, whether 
data exist for the annual change in government revenues for each year after a change to corporation 
tax as set out in its publication, The Impact of a Reduction in Corporation Tax on the Scottish 
Economy. 

 (S4W-16406) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answers to question S4W-15478 on 12 June 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-15748 by John Swinney on 5 July 2013, whether 
the output "Government Consumption" from the simulation used to inform its publication, The Impact 
of a Reduction in Corporation Tax on the Scottish Economy, equals government revenues under the 
assumption used in the simulation that the budget is balanced. 

 (S4W-16407) 

John Swinney: As stated on page seven of the report, “the modelling work is based upon a 
‘balanced budget’ analysis, which means that changes in current government expenditure are fully 
aligned to changes in current tax revenues”. 

 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-15750 by John Swinney on 5 July 2013, what 
analysis it has undertaken of whether, with reference to Figure 4.2 in the Economic Advisory Group 
report, The Impact of Reducing Corporation Tax on the Northern Ireland Economy, government 
revenues decline for a period of years after a reduction in corporation tax. 

 (S4W-16408) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15749 on 5 July 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Health and Social Care 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how (a) 
much it cost and (b) many months it took Information Service Division to develop the database for 
collecting data on the distribution of needles and syringes as set out in the Hepatitis C Action Plan for 
Scotland Phase II, and how many NHS boards (i) used and (ii) continue to use it. 

 (S4W-16072) 

Alex Neil: Under Action 21 of the Hepatitis C Action Plan for Scotland Phase II, NHS Information 
Services Division (ISD) was tasked with the development of a data collection system to monitor 
Injecting Equipment Provision (IEP) in Scotland. Development of the IEP system a) cost £44,265 and 
b) took 12 months to complete. 

This system was developed to enable electronic data capture from NHS boards on IEP. At launch, 
six NHS boards used the IEP system; currently the same six NHS boards continue to use the system.   

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


To ensure the IEP database provides comprehensive coverage across Scotland, the remaining six 
NHS boards who use alternative systems were required to submit a paper survey. From 2013, the IEP 
system will receive data feeds from those NHS boards who use alternative information systems, 
allowing the paper survey to be phased out. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much it will cost Information and Services Division to develop the database, Drug and Alcohol 
Information Service, which is being designed to collect data on attendees at drug and alcohol services, 
and when this will be delivered. 

 (S4W-16076) 

Alex Neil: We are committed to gathering the best possible data on outcomes for drug and alcohol 
service users to inform and improve service design and delivery and are currently considering the 
most effective and efficient way of doing so. 

Information Services Division has led a recent consultation on a proposed Drug and Alcohol 
Information System (DAISy) which, if progressed, would integrate and rationalise the functions of the 
existing Scottish Drug Misuse Database and Drug and Alcohol Treatment Waiting Times Database, 
while including new data on alcohol treatment and recovery outcomes. 

The DAISy consultation ended on 12 July 2013 and ISD plan to publish the findings in the coming 
months, which will inform appropriate next steps. Information on costs is not currently available as a 
decision has not yet been taken on the solution that will be adopted. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
were prescribed with (a) benzodiazepines, (b) Z drugs and (c) selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors 
(SSRIs) in (i) 2010, (ii) 2011 and (iii) 2012. 

 (S4W-16232) 

Alex Neil: The following table shows the number of patients dispensed Z drugs, Benzodiazipines or 
SSRIs during the financial years 2009-10, 2010-11 and 2011-12. Please note that the data is collected 
in time bands relating to the financial year, not calendar years. 

 Z Drugs Benzodiazepines SSRIs 

Financial Year Patient Count Patient Count Patient Count 

2009-10 113,021 265,785 379,547 

2010-11 121,312 267,427 403,906 

2011-12 129,005 267,136 425,687 

Source: Prescribing Information System. 
Z Drugs included are zaleplon, zolpidem and zopiclone as listed in section 4.1.1 (Hypnotics) of the 
British National Formulary (BNF). 
Benzodiazepines are those included in BNF section 4.1.1 (Hypnotics), and BNF section 4.1.2 
(Anxiolytics). 
SSRI figures are taken from the Medicines for Mental Health publication from September 2012: 
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Prescribing-and-Medicines/Publications/index.asp 
Patient count is a count of all unique Community Health 
 Index (CHI) numbers, which act as unique patient identifiers, within each financial year. This will not 
include prescriptions of these drugs made to patients for whom no CHI number could be ascertained. 

Transport Scotland 

Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much it has provided in grants to support the retrofitting of bus fleets since 2007, broken down by 
operating company. 

 (S4W-16388) 
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Keith Brown: In 2010-11, the Scottish Government awarded the City of Edinburgh Council 
£177,198 from the Emissions Reduction Grant Scheme, which was used by Lothian Buses to retrofit 
20 buses. 

In March 2011, the Scottish Government awarded the City of Edinburgh Council £243,000 and 
Glasgow City Council £281,000 to retrofit emission reducing equipment to older buses, benefiting the 
cities with better, cleaner and healthier air quality. 

The City of Edinburgh Council, working with Lothian Buses, have used their award to retrofit an 
additional 34 buses. Glasgow City Council have not yet used their award and have been given an 
extension until December 2013 to do so. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government who is 
being invited to join the expert ferry group that is being established by Transport Scotland; which 
service users will be invited to join; whether the meetings will be held in public, and whether the 
minutes of the meetings will be published. 

 (S4W-16423) 

Keith Brown: The Expert Ferry Group will include key transport professionals/operators of 
subsidised services, academics and private operators of ferry services and representatives from all of 
the relevant regional transport partnerships. 

Meetings will be chaired by a senior Transport Scotland official and will be held in private. The 
minutes of the meetings will not normally be published. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the remit will be of the expert ferry group that is being established by Transport Scotland. 

 (S4W-16430) 

Keith Brown: The remit of the expert ferry group will be: to provide Scottish Ministers with 
considered advice about key ferry related issues in Scotland, as requested by ministers. On the 
request of Scottish Ministers provide advice on strategic issues highlighted by local ferry users groups 
or committees. The group would also provide advice to Scottish Ministers on the requirement for wider 
consultation, and on the progress made to implement the ferries plan proposals. 

 


