
Friday 2 August 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what Marine Scotland is doing to prepare for the introduction of the discard 
ban, broken down by (a) each fishing sector and (b) port and whether it has information on how this 
compares with work being done in other parts of the UK. 

 (S4W-16306) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Scottish fishermen have already reduced discards significantly, through the 
Conservation Credits Scheme. Marine Scotland is building on this progress with further trials and 
studies to prepare for the smooth implementation of the landing obligation for each commercial fishing 
sector, including the onshore sector. 

Marine Scotland had considerable interest from skippers wanting to participate in our fully 
documented fisheries landing obligation trials which are currently underway on both pelagic and 
demersal vessels. These aim to identify the impacts of the landing obligation, including the expected 
size and quantities of landings into port, and to develop effective monitoring of activity at sea. We are 
working with stakeholders to build on these trials in 2014. Scottish vessels have also been invited to 
participate in gear trials to increase the selectivity of fishing gears being used and we recently 
announced, as part of our prawn and white fish action plan, that we would invite vessels to trial a 
discard-free prawn fishery. 

Our trials are currently focused in North-East Scotland. We will disseminate the learning from this 
activity to other ports in due course. We regularly liaise with other parts of the UK on preparations for 
introducing a discard ban. There is a long tradition of discard reduction work in the other fisheries 
administrations, including selective gear development and operation of fully documented fisheries. We 
are not yet aware of other parts of the UK operating fresh trials in the wake of the recently agreed EU 
commitment to a discard ban. 

Finance 

 John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what plans 
it has to review the Scottish Public Finance Manual to ensure that best value and sustainability are the 
main considerations in its financial transactions. 

 (S4W-16259) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Public Finance Manual provides guidance to relevant public bodies on 
the proper handling and reporting of public funds, emphasising the need for economy, efficiency and 
effectiveness across all aspects of delivery and financial transactions. 

The manual is reviewed on an on-going basis as required by changes in good practice and 
standards of propriety. Guidance for Accountable Officers on Best Value was published in 2006, 
updated in 2011, specifying the requirements for the duty of best value in public services: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/Finance/spfm/BestValue 

Sustainability is one of two cross-cutting best value themes that, alongside equality, are required to 
be embedded across all the activities by which relevant public bodies deliver their outcomes. 

Scottish Ministers expect all accountable officers of the Scottish Administration and accountable 
officers of other public bodies to comply with the duty of best value placed upon them. Compliance 
with the duty of best value (as described in the SPFM) is an auditable requirement and subject to 
scrutiny under the terms of section 22(1)(c) of the Public Finance and Accountability (Scotland) Act 
2000 (“the PFA Act) for any organisation subject to audit by the Auditor General for Scotland. 

Governance and Communities 

 Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the impact of the abolition of council tax benefit has been in Scotland. 

 (S4W-16391) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/Finance/spfm/BestValue


John Swinney: Working in partnership with local government, we responded quickly to put in place 
transitional arrangements to plug the estimated £40 million gap in funding from the UK Government 
following their abolition of council tax benefit. This ensures that around 560,000 people in Scotland 
who were receiving council tax benefit are protected from the UK Government’s 10% cut in successor 
arrangement funding. This means that vulnerable people have the same net liability for council tax as 
if council tax benefit were still in place, provided their circumstances remain the same. This is one 
example where the Scottish Government has acted to mitigate the effects of the UK Government’s 
welfare reform programme. 

 

Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what impact changes to council tax benefit since 2010 have had on (a) poverty and (b) 
child poverty in Scotland. 

 (S4W-16392) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-16391 on 2 August 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what impact its decision to protect funding for the council tax benefit successor scheme for 2013-14 
will have on the incomes of households containing an adult receiving a disability-related benefit. 

 (S4W-16477) 

John Swinney: Working in partnership with local government, we responded quickly to put in place 
transitional arrangements to plug the estimated £40 million gap in funding from the UK Government 
following their abolition of council tax benefit. This ensures that around 560,000 people in Scotland 
who were receiving council tax benefit are protected from the UK Government’s 10% cut in successor 
arrangement funding. This means that vulnerable people have the same net liability for council tax as 
if council tax benefit were still in place, provided their circumstances remain the same. This includes 
around 70,100 people who are receiving employment and support allowance, indicating that they have 
an illness or disability that affects their ability to work. 

 

Linda Fabiani (East Kilbride) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
impact its decision to protect funding for the council tax benefit successor scheme for 2013-14 will 
have on the incomes of single female households. 

 (S4W-16485) 

John Swinney: Working in partnership with local government, we responded quickly to put in place 
transitional arrangements to plug the estimated £40 million gap in funding from the UK Government 
following their abolition of council tax benefit. This ensures that around 560,000 people in Scotland 
who were receiving council tax benefit are protected from the UK Government’s 10% cut in successor 
arrangement funding. This means that vulnerable people have the same net liability for council tax as 
if council tax benefit were still in place, provided their circumstances remain the same. This includes 
around 289,400 single female households, of which around 85,000 have child dependants. 

 

Sandra White (Glasgow Kelvin) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
impact its decision to protect funding for the council tax benefit successor scheme for 2013-14 will 
have on the incomes of households aged over 65. 

 (S4W-16489) 

John Swinney: Working in partnership with local government, we responded quickly to put in place 
transitional arrangements to plug the estimated £40 million gap in funding from the UK Government 
following their abolition of council tax benefit. This ensures that around 560,000 people in Scotland 
who were receiving council tax benefit are protected from the UK Government’s 10% cut in successor 
arrangement funding. This means that vulnerable people have the same net liability for council tax as 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


if council tax benefit were still in place, provided their circumstances remain the same. This includes 
around 216,900 households containing at least one person aged 65 or over. 

Health and Social Care 

 Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
advertising private sector jobs on the NHS jobs portal. 

 (S4W-16297) 

Alex Neil: The NHSScotland jobs portal is intended for advertising vacancies for posts that are 
delivering NHSScotland services. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many private 
sector jobs have been advertised on the NHS jobs portal since this practice was introduced. 

 (S4W-16298) 

Alex Neil: Records show that since the NHSScotland jobs portal’s inception in February 2005 that 
44 posts were advertised by independent healthcare providers. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government from what date it has 
advertised private sector jobs on the NHS jobs portal and who made the decision to introduce this 
practice. 

 (S4W-16299) 

Alex Neil: Records show that the first vacancy for a non-NHS Scotland post was advertised on 13 
January 2013. The NHSScotland jobs portal is not intended for advertising private sector vacancies. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what income has been 
derived from advertising private sector jobs on the NHS jobs portal since this practice was introduced. 

 (S4W-16300) 

Alex Neil: No income has been sought or received from third parties since the NHSScotland jobs 
website was introduced. The NHSScotland jobs portal is not intended for advertising private sector 
vacancies. National Services Scotland is reviewing all organisations’ advertising accounts as part of its 
policy review. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 
 

S4W-16269 
S4W-16270 
S4W-16271 
S4W-16272 
S4W-16274 
S4W-16275 
S4W-16276 
S4W-16277 
S4W-16278 
S4W-16279 
S4W-16280 

 


