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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Christina McKelvie (Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it plans to extend the remits of the proposed marine protected areas to 
include more species of seabirds. 

 (S4W-16103) 

Richard Lochhead: The Marine Protected Area (MPA) network will include designations under the 
Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, EU Habitats Directive, EU Wild Birds Directive, and marine components 
of Sites of Specific Scientific Interest (SSSI). 

There are currently 47 Special Protection Areas (SPAs), under the EU Wild Birds Directive, and a 
further 17 SSSIs already providing protection of seabirds in the MPA network. These existing 
protected areas already therefore include protection for a wide range of species, from the Arctic Skua 
to the Arctic Tern, as well as puffins, gannets, manx shearwaters and razorbills and other species. 

Work is also progressing to identify further locations in the marine environment that meet the criteria 
for consideration as SPAs for seabirds and waterfowl for critical activities such as foraging. 

The Scottish Government is now consulting on the development of an MPA network and this is a 
further opportunity for interested parties to comment on and provide evidence to support the inclusion 
of seabird species in the MPA network in addition to the existing protection. 

It is envisaged that completion of all of these designations will provide a resilient MPA network for 
seabirds. The periodic reviews of the network as required by the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 will 
provide an opportunity to ensure that this is the case. 

 

Christina McKelvie (Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government for what reason the black guillemot is the only seabird included in the proposed 
Marine Protected Areas (MPAs). 

 (S4W-16104) 

Richard Lochhead: The only species of seabird in Scotland not covered by Special Protection 
Areas provisions of the EU Wild Birds Directive is the Black Guillemot. Consequently nature 
conservation possible MPAs have been identified for consultation, under the Marine (Scotland) Act 
2010, for this species to ensure it has the same level of protection as all other seabirds found in 
Scotland. 

 

Christina McKelvie (Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what plans it has for the protection of seabirds in the marine protected areas. 

 (S4W-16105) 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-16103 on 5 August 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Learning and Justice 

 John Mason (Glasgow Shettleston) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the mix of alleged criminals caught in Scotland as a result of calls from mobile phones in the 
recent Crimestoppers poster campaign reflects the ethnic mix in Scotland or in the UK. 

 (S4W-16488) 

Roseanna Cunningham: In Scotland data on crimes recorded by the police are based on an 
aggregated count of crimes and offences recorded and cleared up by the police. No details are held 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


relating to the victims and perpetrators of individual crimes making it impossible to extract information 
on the basis of ethnic group, or on how the perpetrators were brought to the attention of the police. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-16243 
S4W-16244 
S4W-16245 
S4W-16268 
S4W-16281 
S4W-16282 
S4W-16283 
S4W-16284 
S4W-16285 
S4W-16286 
S4W-16287 
S4W-16288 
S4W-16290 
 

 

 

 


