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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
agricultural criteria it used to designate fields at its farm at Knocknagael as "surplus to requirements". 

Holding answer issued: 2 August 2013 (S4W-16269) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The fields were designated as surplus to agricultural requirements of the 
Scottish Government Bull Stud Knocknagael as their use was limited to arable cropping and winter 
forage production. This was due to their immediate proximity to housing estates and the public road 
which deemed them unsuitable for grazing bulls on the grounds of health and safety of the general 
public. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how much 
income it received from silage sales at its farm at Knocknagael in each year since 2007. 

Holding answer issued: 2 August 2013 (S4W-16270) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Any surplus silage is sold through the local machinery ring. Receipts from crop 
sales are not broken down between the sales of silage, barley and fodder. The income received each 
year from financial year 2006-07 to the present is set out in the following table: 

Financial Year Cropping income including silage 

2006-07 £58,712 

2007-08 £106,047 

2008-09 £26,092 

2009-10 £17,928 

2010-11 £16,578 

2011-12 £27,179 

2012-13 £28,324 

2013-14 (to date) £8,402 

 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of a 
reduced acreage of land for cattle feed production, whether it will be self-sufficient in animal feed at 
the bull stud at its farm at Knocknagael. 

Holding answer issued: 2 August 2013 (S4W-16271) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government Bull Stud Knocknagael will be self-sufficient in silage, 
hay and feed barley. Only concentrate feed and mineral supplements will be bought in as normal. 
Sufficient land has been retained to allow for a fully functional arable crop rotation which will allow 
adequate stocks of winter fodder to be secured, with cereals grown for feed with the surplus 
production sold on. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
carried out a risk assessment before designating land at its farm at Knocknagael as no longer safe for 
crop production and, if so, whether (a) it will publish this and (b) this has wider implications for crop 
production in the Highlands. 

Holding answer issued: 2 August 2013 (S4W-16272) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The field in question is a large field that is flat to the north end, with a 
considerable slope in the southern end which accounts for a third of the area. As a single unit, this 
field could have been safely used for crop and forage production, up and down the hill as there was a 
sufficient run off area for machinery. However, the land immediately at the bottom of this slope was 
compulsory purchased and now forms part of the Inverness flood relief channel, cutting off the run 
area for machinery. 



A visual risk assessment was carried out on the sloping land. It was determined that the full range of 
normal arable operations could not be carried out safely as the slope was too steep to allow safe 
turning of machinery and also there was no safe run off area. This was because there was a risk that if 
a machine became uncontrollable at any point on the slope, it would inevitably end up plunging into 
the deep drainage channel. The possibility of traversing the slope was assessed and again a majority 
of the land was deemed too steep to allow for the full range of arable operations to be undertaken. 

The situation has been reviewed again and the majority of the sloping area is still unsuitable for the 
full range of agricultural activities to be safely carried on it. While some operations such as cutting may 
be achievable due to the nature of farm machinery baling on those areas is considered to be a risk to 
the safety of the individuals carrying out the operation. 

All farmers and individuals operating agricultural machinery should be undertaking progressive risk 
assessments when undertaking all activities. It is for each individual to determine the level of risk 
depending on their circumstances and activities occurring on their land. If anyone is concerned about 
a particular activity they should contact the Health and Safety Executive for advice. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
will publish its plans for Balrobert Farm, Inverness. 

Holding answer issued: 2 August 2013 (S4W-16279) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment made an 
announcement at the Royal Highland Show that there would be an agricultural tenancy created ideally 
targeted at new entrants at Balrobert Farm. 

Officials are currently working on the detail of this before consulting with key stakeholders. 
Information will be published in due course. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether, in 
relation to its withdrawn planning application for a housing development at its farm at Knocknagael, it 
complied with neighbour notification requirements. 

Holding answer issued: 2 August 2013 (S4W-16280) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Following the introduction of Town and Country Planning (Development 
Management Procedures) Regulations 2008, neighbour notification is the responsibility of the planning 
authority. 

The Scottish Government complied with all statutory requirements with regards to notifications 
including: serving a proposal of application notice on the planning authority and all community councils 
within whose areas the application site is located or adjoins, and submitting the appropriate ownership 
certificates with the planning application. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
will publish all environmental impact assessments that it has undertaken in respect of developments 
and the planned disposal of land at its farm at Knocknagael. 

Holding answer issued: 2 August 2013 (S4W-16281) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government submitted an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
screening report, prepared by Deloitte planning consultants, to the Highland Council on 23 January 
2013, requesting that the council provide a formal screening opinion. The Highland Council confirmed 
on 18 April 2013 that a formal EIA was not required. Both the report and the council’s response are 
available to the public on the Highland Council’s public access portal (Reference 13/00361/SCRE). 

Whilst a formal EIA was not required, the Scottish Government has instructed a number of 
supporting documents and technical studies to inform the development proposals. These have been 
prepared following pre-application discussions with the planning authority and to meet statutory 
requirements. These shall be submitted with the planning application and will be available for public 
viewing via the council’s public access portal at that time. 

 



John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration it has given to renting land at its farm at Knocknagael for agricultural purposes. 

Holding answer issued: 2 August 2013 (S4W-16282) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The majority of the land at the Scottish Government stud farm at Knocknagael is 
required for the running of the stud. Land at Knocknagael which is surplus to the requirements of the 
stud will be disposed of, as required by the Scottish public finance manual. Assets which are surplus 
to the requirements of the Scottish Government must be disposed of as soon as possible subject to 
value for money requirements and the receipts reinvested in capital projects. 

The field deemed unsuitable for cropping was considered to be let out for short term seasonal 
grazing but this was ruled out as the risk to the biosecurity of the Stud outweighed any benefits. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration it has given to using farm land that it deems surplus to requirements at its farm at 
Knocknagael as a means of attracting more tenant farmers. 

Holding answer issued: 2 August 2013 (S4W-16283) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-16282 on 6 August 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with organisations that support allotments regarding the planned disposal of 
land at its farm at Knocknagael. 

Holding answer issued: 2 August 2013 (S4W-16284) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Proposal of application notices, were served on each of the four community 
councils within whose areas overlap with the planning application boundary. These community 
councils were also invited to the public event. The Highland Council validated the proposal of 
application notice and did not advise that any other parties should be informed at this stage. 

Following submission of the original application, the Scottish Government’s planning consultants 
engaged directly with The Highland Council’s allotments officer, in discussions concerning allotment 
provision at the site and objections that had been raised. The Scottish Government will seek to 
engage with the Allotments Association (and any other body as advised by the planning authority) as 
part of the pre-application community consultation process for the revised planning submissions. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what plans 
it has to dispose of land that it owns, which is suitable for food production. 

Holding answer issued: 2 August 2013 (S4W-16285) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-13983 on 23 April 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what plans 
it has to consult with the local community regarding its future plans for Knocknagael and Balrobert 
farms. 

Holding answer issued: 2 August 2013 (S4W-16287) 

Paul Wheelhouse: We are committed to undertaking meaningful community consultation with 
regards to the development proposals at Knocknagael Farm. As a “major” planning application, there 
is a statutory requirement to host at least one public event prior to submission of the planning 
application. The Scottish Government hosted an event on 19 September 2012 which complied with 
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this requirement. The exhibition provided information about what is proposed, its rationale and the 
expected timescales. 

Although the event was appropriately advertised and local community groups informed, the event 
was poorly attended. So while there is no statutory requirement to do so, the Scottish Government will 
host a further community consultation event prior to submitting the revised planning application. This is 
likely to take place in mid to late August 2013. All identified community groups, including local 
community councils, the Allotments Association and any other bodies recommended by the planning 
uthority will be invited to the event. There will also be a leaflet drop to houses in the immediate vicinity 
of the site and the event will be advertised in the local paper. 

A detailed community consultation strategy will be prepared and agreed with the planning authority 
prior to these activities being undertaken. 

There will be a consultation exercise with relevant industry stakeholders regarding the new tenancy 
at Balrobert. Their views will be taken into account before finalising plans. We will ensure that the 
group includes local representation. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reasons it withdrew its planning application for a housing development at its farm at Knocknagael. 

Holding answer issued: 2 August 2013 (S4W-16288) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The planning application submitted on behalf of the Scottish Government, was 
withdrawn while the Highland Council progress their proposed Inner Moray Firth Local Development 
Plan. Once their local development plan is published, we intend to submit a revised planning 
application. 

To support our further considerations, the Scottish Government will be working with its planning 
consultants, Deloittes to facilitate further community consultation events. This will provide an excellent 
opportunity for members of the local community to discuss the Scottish Government’s proposals in 
more detail and for us to receive more feedback on the proposal. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
land use classification is of the land it proposes to dispose of at its farm at Knocknagael. 

Holding answer issued: 2 August 2013 (S4W-16289) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Field A - 8.20 hectares split between 4.00ha of classification 3.1 and 4.20ha of 
classification 3.2. Field B - 4.55 hectares split between 2.50ha of classification 3.1 and 2.05ha of 
classification 3.2. Field C - 7.44 hectares classification 3.2 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
percentage of arable land in the Highlands the land it proposes to dispose of at its farm at 
Knocknagael represents. 

Holding answer issued: 2 August 2013 (S4W-16290) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The amount of surplus land that we propose to dispose of equates to a loss of 
8.2 hectares of land suitable for arable production, which has the capability to produce at most about 
45 tonnes of barley per year. This is around one fifth of 1% of Highland barley production. (The 
proportion of Highland production is based on the proportion of Highland area of barley). 

The remainder of the surplus land is grassland equates to a loss of grassland of one hundredth of 
1% of grassland in the Highland area. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
requires assurances regarding staffing levels from companies to which it provides funding. 

 (S4W-16437) 



John Swinney: The Scottish Government does require assurances on staffing levels for some 
major grant schemes, for example Regional Selective Assistance (RSA) and research and 
development support for large grants (both granted by Scottish Enterprise and Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise). These job creation assurances are project specific, and for RSA must last for five years 
from their start date, or three years for a small and medium sized enterprise. Payment for both 
schemes are made in instalments, typically over several years as job and capital expenditure targets 
are met. 

Finance 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it will 
respond to the findings and recommendations of the Federation of Master Builders' report, Improving 
public procurement for construction SMEs. 

Holding answer issued: 22 July 2013 (S4W-15835) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Scottish Ministers have asked Robin Crawford and Ken Lewandowski to carry out 
an independent review of the way in which the public sector in Scotland procures construction work, 
and they have consulted the Federation of Master Builders as part of their review. 

That report is expected later this summer, and Scottish Ministers will respond to its 
recommendations then. Improving speed of payment to sub-contractors is one of the key thrusts of the 
Federation of Master Builders’ report, and Mr Crawford and Mr Lewandowski have already made one 
early recommendation in this regard, to trial the use of project bank accounts in Scotland. I have 
accepted this recommendation, and a suitable trial is now being sought. 

 

Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what capital projects it has funded or part-funded, or expects to fund or part-fund, in Edinburgh 
between 2007 and 2016; what the value is or will be of its contribution for each project, and what the 
overall value is or will be of each project. 

Holding answer issued: 22 July 2013 (S4W-15866) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Edinburgh has benefitted and will benefit from a wide range of capital investment 
between 2007 and 2016. Information relating to major projects which are completed or which are 
currently in construction within the Edinburgh area and which the Scottish Government has provided 
funding or part funding for since 2007, is provided in the following table: 

Project Name Status Capital Value Scottish Government 
Proportion of Funding 

Forth Replacement 
Crossing 

In Construction £1.45-£1.60 billion 100% 

Edinburgh to Glasgow 
Rail Improvement 
Programme 

In Construction £650 million 100% 

Edinburgh Tram Link 
project 

In Construction £500 million 64% 

Parliament House 
Redevelopment 

Completed £60 million 100% 

National Museum of 
Scotland 

Completed £47 million 33% 

National Museums 
Collections Centre 

In Construction £11.8 million 100% 

Scottish National 
Portrait Gallery 

Completed £17.1 million 42% 

NHS Lothian Royal 
Victoria Hospital 

Completed £44 million 100% 

 

Information relating to those major projects which the Scottish Government plan to provide funding 
or part funding for from 2013 to 2016 can be found in the Scottish Government’s Infrastructure 
Investment Plan which was published in December 2011 and subsequent update which was published 



in February 2013. Major projects include for example, the NHS Lothian Royal Hospital for Sick 
Children/Department of Clinical Neurosciences NPD project (£155 million), the NHS Lothian 
Reprovision of Royal Edinburgh Hospital project (c £181 million) as well as James Gillespie's High 
School, Boroughmuir High School and St John's Primary School which are all included within the 
£1.25 billion “Scotland’s Schools for the Future Programme” which will deliver 67 new or refurbished 
schools by 2017-18. Both publications can be found on the Scottish Government website by way of 
the following link: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/Finance/18232/IIP 

Through a range of funding initiatives, the Scottish Government has supported a number of housing 
projects between the period 2007 and 2012 and will continue to support over the 2012-16 period. 

2007-12: During the period 2007-12, funding of £192.9 million was approved which resulted in the 
completion of 2,870 affordable homes through the traditional grant funding programme. In total these 
figures were achieved over 105 projects. In addition, over the 2007-12 period through the Open 
Market Shared Equity (OMSE) programme (including Homestake), funding of £50.334 million was 
approved resulting in the purchase of some 1,202 properties. New Supply Shared Equity with 
Developers was launched in 2010-11. In Edinburgh we have supported the purchase of 20 homes 
over the 2010-12 period and £0.482 million funding. 

2012-15: Over the period 2012-15 the Scottish Government has allocated £78.744 million funding to 
the City of Edinburgh Council which is expected to result in over 1,500 new affordable homes being 
approved although this number may change to reflect the recent changed targeted grant level per unit. 
A further £2.424 million funding was allocated in July 2013 given a total allocation of £81.168 million. 
In 2012-15 the Open Market Shared Equity (OMSE) programme is continuing with a significant out-
turn expected. For example in 2012-13 the OMSE out-turn figures in Edinburgh were 124 approvals 
with spend of £4.947 million. The recent announcement on the increase in this funding now totalling 
£90 million (Scotland wide) is expected to result in higher approvals in Edinburgh up to April 2015. 
During the 2012-15 period there is also a range of alternative funding models being taken forward 
including the National Housing Trust (NHT) on lending and unsubsidised housing. The NHT model in 
particular will provide 422 homes with no grant but rather a government guarantee. An additional 250 
units are being considered using this funding model. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what action 
it has taken to ensure that small and medium-sized enterprises (SME) are able to thrive and that 
public procurement processes are fit for purpose and do not disadvantage SMEs. 

Holding answer issued: 23 July 2013 (S4W-16040) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government recognises the vital contribution small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) make to our economy and is committed to maintaining a supportive 
environment to allow SMEs to continue to thrive. For example, on 12 June 2013, we announced £88 
million investment in helping Scotland’s young people into work and supporting small business growth. 
The investment package includes a £37.85 million SME Growth Programme to support businesses to 
grow and create an expected 3,000 jobs in small businesses across Scotland. 

We are working with SMEs and the third sector to improve access to public contracts. 
Representatives from the private, public and third sectors sit on the Public Procurement Advisory 
Group. In addition, the Supplier Engagement Working Group brings together the public, private and 
third sectors to look at ways of improving public procurement. We have also developed the online 
supplier journey which is a simple, one stop help and guidance for anyone interested in bidding for 
public work. 

Public Contracts Scotland (PCS) was set up in 2008 and now has over 63,000 registered users. 
Following an extensive consultation with businesses and the wider public sector we have introduced a 
standardised suite of questions to test supplier capacity and capability, which include the standard 
Pre-Qualification Questionnaire. This will help ensure that only questions that are proportionate to the 
risk involved in a contract are asked. We are also taking economic SME impact into account in 
collaborative procurement strategies e.g. by splitting national requirements into specialist or 
geographical lots and supporting SME consortia and supply chain opportunities wherever possible. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/Finance/18232/IIP


Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will review 
the use of the competitive dialogue process that it uses in its procurement process. 

Holding answer issued: 26 July 2013 (S4W-16057) 

Nicola Sturgeon: We have no plans to review the Scottish Government’s use of the competitive 
dialogue procedure. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many of the 
(a) four large and (b) 10 small suppliers approved through its IT Managed Services Framework are 
headquartered in Scotland. 

 (S4W-16291) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The IT Managed Services framework agreement comprises of two lots: 

Lot 1 for large projects (typically greater than £1 million) has four framework suppliers; and Lot 2 for 
small projects (typically less than £1 million) has ten framework suppliers. 
It should be noted that all four suppliers within Lot 1 are also suppliers within Lot 2 which results in a 
total of ten framework suppliers. 
Two of the ten framework suppliers, detailed below, have headquarters in Scotland and both of these 
suppliers are Scottish registered: 
Amor Business Technology Solutions Ltd have headquarters in Renfrew and Prosource.it (UK) Ltd 
have headquarters in Aberdeen. 
From the remaining eight suppliers, seven suppliers, named below, have staff and premises in 
Scotland: Atos IT Services UK Ltd, British Telecommunications Plc, Capita Business Services Ltd, 
CGI IT UK Ltd (formerly Logica UK Ltd), Dell Corporation Ltd, Fujitsu Services Ltd and Maindec 
Computer Solutions Ltd. Kainos Software Ltd are headquartered in Northern Ireland and is the only 
supplier that does not have staff or premises in Scotland. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many of the 
ten small suppliers approved through its IT Managed Services Framework are Small and Medium-
Sized Enterprises (SMEs). 

 (S4W-16292) 

Nicola Sturgeon: At the time of the framework award (March 2011) three of the ten successful 
suppliers were categorised as SMEs. These suppliers were: Kainos Software Ltd, Maindec Computer 
Solutions Ltd and Prosource.it (UK) Ltd. Kainos Software Ltd is now categorised as a large company. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment 
it made, when approving contractors to be on its IT Managed Services Framework, of the impact on 
employment in Scotland. 

 (S4W-16293) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The procurement strategy for the IT Managed Services framework included a full 
analysis of the Scottish market, and the approach to market adopted was designed specifically to 
maximise opportunities for small and medium sized enterprises to compete. Under EU procurement 
law it is not possible to specify employment in Scotland as a specific evaluation criterion. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many jobs in 
Scotland will be created by its IT Managed Services Framework. 

 (S4W-16294) 

Nicola Sturgeon: From management information received from the suppliers, the IT Managed 
Services Framework has seen the creation of some 28 new jobs in Scotland. It is also likely that the 
business generated under the framework has also safeguarded a number of other jobs in Scotland. 

 



Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment 
it makes of the ownership of companies applying to be on its IT Managed Services Framework. 

 (S4W-16295) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Background on company ownership was provided by bidders as part of the IT 
Managed Services Framework Pre-Qualification process. Under EU procurement law it is not possible 
to specify company ownership requirements as a specific evaluation criterion. 

 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether there is 
an obligation on companies on its IT Managed Services Framework to bid for at least 50% of all 
contracts. 

 (S4W-16296) 

Nicola Sturgeon: When a contracting organisation is conducting a mini competition under the 
framework, they will invite all suppliers (on the appropriate Lot) to participate for their requirement. 

However, there is no contractual obligation on suppliers to bid for at least 50% of all contracts. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has mechanisms in place to ensure that its suppliers pay their subcontractors within 30 
days of receipt of invoice and, if so, what mechanisms; if not, whether it will introduce such 
mechanisms and, if so, what mechanisms. 

 (S4W-16401) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-01485 on 20 July 2011. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Governance and Communities 

Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of the cumulative impact of changes to (a) tax credits and 
(b) housing benefit since 2010 on (i) poverty and (ii) child poverty in Scotland. 

 (S4W-16389) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government does not produce projections of poverty. However, 
changes to tax credits since 2012 are estimated to leave low income households in Scotland 
approximately £700 a year worse-off on average, with some losing all their tax credit entitlement. 
Similarly, changes to housing benefit will have further reduced the income of many households 
already living in poverty. The under-occupancy penalty in the social rented sector, for example, is 
estimated to affect 82,500 households in Scotland, with an average loss of around £570 per affected 
household per year, if they are unable to move due to the shortage of suitably sized accommodation. 
15,500 of these are households with children. 

The UK Government has not yet produced a robust assessment of the cumulative impacts of the 
welfare reforms it has introduced. The Scottish Government has requested such an assessment. 
However, no such assessment has been forthcoming to date. The Scottish Government has therefore 
undertaken its own welfare analysis, available via these links: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/welfarereform/analysis 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/supply-demand/chma/Benefitchanges 

Sources:http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/supply-
demand/chma/Benefitchanges/underoccupancypenalty 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/welfarereform/analysis/wrimpactonfamilies 
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Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what estimate it has made of the cumulative impact on the household income of (a) 
couples with children and (b) single people with children by 2017-18 of the provisions in the Welfare 
Benefits Up-rating Act 2013 and the impact of this on the Scottish Government’s priorities. 

 (S4W-16409) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government estimates that the reduction in benefit expenditure in 
Scotland as a result of the UK Government’s welfare reforms could reach over £4.5 billion by 2015, of 
which around £1 billion relates directly to children. This includes changes to the uprating of benefits 
during this period. We have not carried out any specific analysis on the cumulative impact of the 
Welfare Benefits Up-rating Act 2013 on different household types. 

Based on the Resolution Foundation’s analysis of the 2012 autumn statement, the Scottish 
Government estimates that around 1 million working age households in Scotland will be affected by 
the 1% benefit uprating of which 700,000 of these households will have someone in work. The 
Institute of Fiscal Studies estimates that affected households with someone in work will lose £165 a 
year on average.  

We continue to work with our partners and other organisations in Scotland to understand the impact 
of all aspects of welfare reform on Scottish Government priorities and mitigate the worst impacts 
where possible. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether there is 
temporary accommodation specifically designed for the use of disabled homeless people and, if so, 
how many units in each local authority area. 

 (S4W-16417) 

Margaret Burgess: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to 
register with Stonewall’s Workplace Equality Index 2014. 

 (S4W-16495) 

John Swinney: Yes, the Scottish Government will take part in Stonewall’s Workplace Equality Index 
2014. 

Health and Social Care 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
first became aware that meat from cattle that tested positive for bovine tuberculosis was being sold for 
human consumption. 

 (S4W-16264) 

Michael Matheson: The Food Standards Agency (FSA) informs me that it has been a long standing 
practice for tuberculosis reactor cattle to be slaughtered for human consumption. This arrangement 
has been repeatedly assessed as low risk by a number of expert committees and further the FSA is 
not aware of any recorded case of human infection being acquired from the consumption of meat. 
Detailed inspection and control measures are set out in the relevant EU legislation. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
any meat from cattle that tested positive for bovine tuberculosis has been sold for human 
consumption.  

 (S4W-16265) 

Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-16264 on 6 August 2013. All 
answers to written Parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
position is on meat from cattle that has tested positive for bovine tuberculosis being sold for human 
consumption. 

 (S4W-16266) 

Michael Matheson: The Food Standards Agency (FSA) has advised me that the risk to consumers 
from eating meat from tuberculosis reactor animals is very low. Both the Advisory Committee on the 
Microbiological Safety of Food and the European Food Safety Authority support this view following 
their own risk assessments in 2010, 2003 and 2013 respectively. 

Cooking the meat would be an additional safety step, but the FSA emphasises that the risk even 
before cooking is very low. The FSA is not aware of any documented human case of bovine 
tuberculosis which has been acquired through the consumption of meat. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many people have been injured as a result of (a) alcohol and (b) other substance abuse in the NHS 
Grampian area in each of the last four years. 

 (S4W-16398) 

Michael Matheson: Patients who have been injured as a result of alcohol or other substance abuse 
could be treated in a variety of settings such as the home, general practices, outpatients, accident and 
emergency departments and inpatient admission to hospital. 

It is not possible from centrally held information to identify how many people suffered an injury as a 
result of alcohol or other substance abuse. Tackling alcohol-related harm is one of the Scottish 
Government's key public health priorities. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what steps 
it is taking to encourage the (a) retention and (b) expansion of harm reduction services across the 
country. 

 (S4W-16403) 

Michael Matheson: The following paragraphs cover harm reduction in: problem alcohol and drug 
use; needle exchange; mental health and domestic abuse. 

Problem Alcohol and Drug Use: The national drugs strategy, The Road to Recovery, and the alcohol 
framework Changing Scotland’s Relationship with Alcohol, aim to ensure that those who need support 
and treatment for their drug or alcohol problem, get it. 

Access to specialist treatment for alcohol and drugs has greatly improved with the introduction of the 
HEAT target for waiting times, over 90% of clients will wait no longer than three weeks from referral 
received to appropriate drug or alcohol treatment that supports their recovery. 

The provision of prevention activity, recovery focussed treatment and support services, is for each 
local area to consider, taking account of local needs, circumstances and resources. Responsibility is 
devolved to Alcohol and Drug Partnerships to commission (informed by robust needs assessment) 
evidence-based, person-centred and recovery-focused prevention and treatment services to meet the 
needs of their resident populations. 

We have made a record investment of £237 million to tackle alcohol misuse since 2008, the bulk of 
the funding (£211 million) being invested in local prevention, treatment and support services, and 
£38.6 million in 2013-14. We have also invested record amounts in frontline drug treatment and 
support services to help people recover, £30.3 million in 2013-14, an increase of more than 20 per 
cent since 2006-07. 

We continue to work with national and local organisations to ensure that interventions are in place at 
every possible stage to tackle problem drug and alcohol use in Scotland. We have introduced a 
national take home naloxone programme which can temporarily reverse the effects of opioid 
overdose. Naloxone is an important intervention, within a range of available treatment and support, 
which can help to reduce harm, support people towards recovery and save lives. 3,445 life-saving 



naloxone kits were provided to people, at risk of opioid overdose, in the community and on release 
from prison (2011-12). 

Needle Exchange: The Scottish Government has a longstanding commitment to increase the 
quantity and quality of injecting equipment provided to injecting drug users. The provision of syringes 
is a public health priority particularly when the cost of providing injecting equipment is highly cost 
effective when compared against the treatment costs of hepatitis C and/or HIV infection. 

Under the Sexual Health and Blood Borne Virus Framework the government continues to provide 
almost £27 mililon a year to NHS boards which includes funding specifically for prevention services 
and injecting equipment provision.  

Mental Health: The Mental Health Strategy for Scotland 2012-15 recognises the importance of 
tackling the distress which underlies “a group of disorders, illnesses and behaviours which present 
particular challenges to services and to families”, including self-harm. 

We have recently completed a public engagement process on developing a new strategy on suicide 
prevention and reducing self-harm. The results of this are currently being analysed to inform the 
development of a new strategy on suicide prevention due for publication in the autumn. 

Consideration is being given to continuing work in relation to Responding to Self-Harm in Scotland: 
Final Report – Mapping out the Next Stage of Activity in Developing Services and Health Improvement 
Approaches and to improving our knowledge about identifying suicidal self-harm and how best to 
intervene and deliver better outcomes for people at this level of distress. 

 

Domestic Abuse: The Scottish Government continues to work with key partners including COSLA, 
The Association of Chief Police Officers in Scotland and voluntary organisations to tackle domestic 
abuse and to reduce harm. We have allocated £34.5 million funding over the next three years to tackle 
violence against women, including domestic abuse. This funding demonstrates strong commitment to 
this area at a time of unprecedented financial constraint. It enables us to support a wide variety of 
projects and organisations, like Scottish Women’s Aid, which focus on supporting victims. 

The Caledonian System (£3.5 million), which works with perpetrators to change behaviours, reduce 
reoffending and to improve the lives of women and children. Domestic Abuse Court Advocacy Service 
(£3.15 million) which supports the victims of domestic abuse who are taking cases through the 
specialist domestic court in Glasgow. Training for up to 300 domestic abuse advocates (£180k) 
providing specialist case work for high risk victims. This will ensure that specialist court provision and 
multi-agency risk assessment conferences across Scotland will have a consistent, trained, accredited 
advocacy service available (£180k 2012-15) 

The Domestic Abuse Court Advocacy Service supports the victims of domestic abuse. The Scottish 
Government, in collaboration with COSLA, is producing a more comprehensive blueprint for reducing, 
and ultimately ending, violence against women, including domestic abuse as opposed to a simple 
refresh of Safer Lives Changed Lives which was published in 2009. This is because developments 
such as, the creation of a single police force for Scotland and the re-establishment of the cross 
government strategy group on Violence Against Women (VAW) all present unparalleled opportunities 
for embedding, and mainstreaming, work to tackle VAW into a wide range of areas. It is anticipated 
that the document will be published for consultation by the end of 2013. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many incidents of self-harm were recorded in (a) 2010-11, (b) 2011-12 and (c) 2012-13 among people 
aged (i) 12 and under, (ii) 13 to 15, (iii) 16 to 18 and (iv) over 18, broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-16410) 

Michael Matheson: Data for hospital treated self-harm is collected by Information Services Division 
but due to concerns around the robustness and consistency of data it is not yet of sufficient quality to 
publish. 

The following questions were given holding answers: 

S4W-16263 
S4W-16312 



S4W-16313 
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S4W-16380 
S4W-16381 
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