
Wednesday 14 August 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many small and medium-sized enterprise start-ups there have been in the Falkirk Council area in the 
last three years; what the survival rate has been, and how many of these start-ups have engaged with 
Business Gateway. 

 (S4W-16486) 

John Swinney: The information requested is not held centrally, however, data on the number of 
new VAT/PAYE registrations are released annually by the Office for National Statistics (ONS). These 
figures are used to monitor the number of business start-ups (births) and survival. Please note that 
these figures do not account for all business activity as only businesses with an annual turnover above 
the VAT threshold (currently £79,000) or employing via PAYE are required to register. 

Table 1 shows the number of registered business births, for the last four years, and the latest 1-
year/3-year survival rates for the Falkirk local authority area. The data is taken from the ONS Business 
Demography 2011 publication, which contains the most up to date data available. 

Table 1: Registered Business Births (2008 to 2011) and Survival Rates: 

Local Authority Area Business Births (VAT/PAYE 
registrations) 

Latest Business Survival 
Rates 

2008 2009 2010 2011 1 year 
survival rate 
(businesses 
born in 2010) 

3 year 
survival rate 
(businesses 
born in 2008) 

Falkirk 400 345 395 420 86.1% 61.3% 

Source: Business Demography 2011, Office for National Statistics 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many UK conferences have been held in Scotland in 
each year since 1999 and what the impact has been on the Scottish economy. 

 (S4W-16512) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government does not centrally hold information on the number of UK 
conferences held in Scotland since 1999. 

However, since the creation of the VisitScotland administered Conference Bid Fund in 2012, three 
UK conferences have been held in Scotland this year to date out of a total of twenty nine that have 
received support. These welcomed 2,413 delegates collectively. There are positive impacts from 
bringing these three conferences to Scotland, and VisitScotland has estimated that gross expenditure 
of conference delegates, that is, without taking account of deadweight and displacement, is £4.5 
million. 

Governance and Communities 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans 
to reconsider the level of funding awarded to Glasgow City Council in light of the research finding that 
child poverty costs it £395 million every year. 

 (S4W-16470) 

Margaret Burgess: Funding to local authorities is allocated to individual local authorities using a 
needs-based formula which includes recognition of areas of deprivation and poverty. In agreement 
with the Convention of Scottish Local Authorities, three year local government settlements are not re-
opened. As a result the local government finance settlements for 2013-14 and 2014-15 are fixed. 
Future settlements will however use the most up-to-date indicators of need including the number of 
income support dependants aged 0-19. 



The Scottish Government's Child Poverty Strategy sets out a preventative approach to reducing 
child poverty. Prevention and early intervention in the early years is being taken forward by, for 
example, the £272 million Early Years Change Fund, with contributions from government, the NHS 
and local government. All 32 Community Planning Partnerships are also proactively working to impact 
on the outcomes for children through the Early Years Collaborative, a multi-agency, local, quality 
improvement programme delivered at a national scale. 

While we are doing all we can to tackle poverty and inequality in Scotland it is very difficult to make 
an impact on the headline figures when personal taxation and welfare benefits policy are reserved to 
the UK Government. This government believes that only with the full powers of independence can 
meaningful and long lasting progress be made to reduce child poverty. 

 

Annabelle Ewing (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of the impact that the replacement of Disability Living 
Allowance with personal independence payments will have on (a) disabled people in Scotland and (b) 
its poverty targets. 

 (S4W-16540) 

Margaret Burgess: Using Department for Work and Pensions forecasts, the changes from Disability 
Living Allowance to Personal Independence Payment is estimated to reduce the number of people in 
receipt of Personal Independence Payment by nearly 70,000 in Scotland by October 2018. Those 
changes to disability benefits, along with other coalition welfare cuts, will have a significant and 
detrimental impact on poverty in Scotland and will undermine our efforts to tackle its causes. The 
solution is for the Scottish Parliament to have control over welfare matters so that we can devise 
policies for the benefit of the Scottish people. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government which local authorities have had their bid for additional funds to assist with wind 
turbine planning applications rejected. 

 (S4W-16566) 

Derek Mackay: Every local authority that submitted a bid received funding. The bids and award 
amount can be seen on the Scottish Government’s website: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/National-Planning-
Policy/themes/renewables/windresources.  

Health and Social Care 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S4W-02218 by Nicola Sturgeon on 6 September 2011, what further funding 
it provided to NHS Grampian to purchase new ambulances and the up-to-date mobile equipment that 
these require, in (a) 2011-12 and (b) 2012-13. 

 (S4W-16441) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Ambulance Service (SAS) provides services on a national basis to 
territorial boards for NHSScotland. Capital funding is therefore given by the Scottish Government to 
SAS to fund the provision of ambulances as part of a replacement programme and to meet equipment 
needs including medical and IT equipment. 

The capital funding provided to SAS for the last two financial years to fund the investment in 
property, vehicles and equipment was: 

2011-12 – £13.8 million 
2012-13 – £17.2 million 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what recent contact it has had with GPs and their representative bodies regarding any increase in the 
number of patients seeking letters and other information in support of benefit applications and 
appeals. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/National-Planning-Policy/themes/renewables/windresources
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 (S4W-16478) 

Michael Matheson: Scottish Government officials regularly meet with the Scottish General 
Practitioners Committee of the British Medical Association to discuss a range of issues, and we are 
aware the workload associated with patient requests for assistance with benefits appeals is of concern 
to GPs. The Scottish Government shares the profession’s concerns that the established contractual 
and agreed methods for GPs to directly provide medical information to the Department for Work and 
Pensions are not being used effectively by the department. These issues were discussed at a meeting 
on 13 March 2013 between Scottish Government officials and the Chair of the British Medical 
Association’s Scottish General Practitioners’ Committee. 

I also refer the member to the answers to questions S4W-16479 and SW4-16480 on 14 August 
2013. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the 
search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-15020 by Alex Neil on 30 May 2013, whether it has had 
discussions with the UK Government regarding increased funding in relation to any increase in the 
number of requests to GPs for letters and other information in support of benefit applications and 
appeals. 

 (S4W-16479) 

Michael Matheson: The Deputy First Minister and the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing 
wrote to the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions in April 2013 with the full support of the British 
Medical Association in Scotland, to raise a number of points of concern about the demands that 
benefit reform is placing on GPs. Welfare benefit reform is placing intolerable demands on primary 
care and we have recommended that The Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) undertakes 
urgent research on these demands. GPs are trying to do their best for their patients while coping with 
a growing demand for evidence for appeals. 

The Secretary of State wrote back to say that his department’s Chief Medical Adviser had been 
actively engaging with GPs in Scotland and that progress was being made in reviewing the Work 
Capability Assessments through Professor Harrington’s three reviews. 

The Deputy First Minister wrote again on 3 June 2013 in response to the Secretary of State’s reply 
highlighting that we remained concerned by the apparent inequities arising from variable behaviours of 
GPs in providing medical evidence, an activity which is outside of their contractual terms. 

The DWP is currently carrying out its fourth independent review of the Work Capability Assessment, 
and we understand that Dr Paul Litchfield who is leading the review will be making a visit to Scotland 
in the near future to gather evidence. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether an analysis has been undertaken of whether there has been any additional workload for GPs 
arising from the implementation of welfare reform policies. 

 (S4W-16480) 

Michael Matheson: It is very difficult to obtain an accurate analysis of this because GPs are often 
providing information for patients for benefits appeals in their own time, and this is not part of their 
contractual arrangements. GPs have reported that they are seeing a significant rise in requests from 
patients for medical information to support appeals against welfare benefit assessment findings. This 
is creating a workload problem, particularly for practices that serve communities with larger numbers 
of benefit claimants. We have asked the Department for Work and Pensions to urgently undertake 
research on the demands that welfare reform is placing on primary care. 

The Health Impact Delivery Group, which comprises representatives from the Scottish Government 
policy directorates, local government, the NHS, the voluntary sector and the Glasgow Centre for 
Population Health has been established. This is a forum which will consider the impact of the 
introduction of reforms to the welfare benefits system in Scotland both on population health and the 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


demand for healthcare services. As well as identifying areas of good practice, it will highlight where 
further discussion is required, or where action might be taken.  

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many people died from heart disease in hospitals in the NHS Grampian area in (a) 2008, (b) 2009, (c) 
2010, (d) 2011 and (e) 2012. 

 (S4W-16490) 

Michael Matheson: National Records of Scotland reports that 568 deaths from heart disease in 
NHS hospitals in the NHS Grampian area were registered in 2011 and, provisionally, 520 in 2012. 

For the corresponding figures for 2008 to 2010, I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-
02222 on 5 September 2011. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
percentage of (a) NHS boards and (b) quangos met the target of 10 working days for the payment of 
invoices in 2011-12. 

 (S4W-16491) 

Michael Matheson: In 2011-12, the percentage of invoices paid by NHS boards within 10 working 
days was: 

 Number of invoices Number paid within 
10 days 

% paid within 10 days 

NHS Boards 1,991,440 1,487,298 74.7% 

 

In 2011-12, the percentage of invoices paid by Scottish Government Agencies within 10 working days 
was: 

 Total number of 
invoices 

Number paid within 
10 days 

% paid within 10 days 

Scottish Government 
Agencies* 

151,171 139,632 92.4% 

* For the purposes of this question, we have assumed that the request for “Quango” information 
relates to Scottish Government Agencies. 

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government on what date each NHS board will hold its 2013 annual review and whether 
these will be open to the public with provision for open question and answer sessions. 

 (S4W-16514) 

Michael Matheson: The following health boards are still to confirm their dates for annual reviews: 
NHS Shetland, NHS 24 and Education for Scotland. The dates of the annual reviews for the remaining 
health boards are copied in the following table. All reviews have a public session which includes 
provision for question and answer sessions: 

Annual Review Date Health Board 

JULY  

Friday 19 July Highland 

Wednesday 31 July Tayside 

AUGUST  

Wednesday 7 August Ayrshire and Arran 

Thursday 15 August Scottish Ambulance Service 

Thursday 22 August Borders 
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Annual Review Date Health Board 

Wednesday 28 August National Services Scotland  

Thursday 29 August Lanarkshire 

Friday 30 August Lothian 

SEPTEMBER  

Tuesday 10 September Dumfries and Galloway 

Wednesday 25 September State Hospital 

Monday 30 September Orkney 

OCTOBER  

Monday 7 October Grampian 

Tuesday 22 October National Waiting Times Centre 

Tuesday 29 October Western Isles 

NOVEMBER  

Monday 11 November NHS Health Scotland 

Monday 18 November Greater Glasgow and Clyde 

Monday 25 November NHS Fife  

Thursday 28 November Healthcare Improvement Scotland 

DECEMBER  

Monday 9 December NHS Forth Valley 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-16459 
S4W-16460 
S4W-16461 
S4W-16462 
S4W-16463 


