
Thursday 15 August 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Learning and Justice 

 John Mason (Glasgow Shettleston) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
for what reason students from England studying at the Scottish Baptist College and the International 
Christian College in Glasgow are eligible for loans from the Student Loans Company to pay their fees 
and students from Scotland are not. 

 (S4W-16482) 

Michael Russell: Policy on fees and loans is different in Scotland and England. 

Students living in Scotland who attend publically funded institutions in Scotland do not have to pay 
tuition fees whereas students in England are liable for fees of up to £9000 and are provided with an 
opportunity to apply for loans to cover the cost. 

Students living in Scotland attending some private institutions receive fee support. It is a matter for 
each private institution to set their own level of fees, however the general level of contribution payable 
by the Scottish Ministers in 2012-13 was fixed at £1205. In the particular case of the International 
Christian College, the contribution was fixed at £1783. Beyond that, the student is responsible for 
paying the balance. 

Providing student loans involves a cost to the Scottish Government. In the case of private 
institutions, and in line with the policy that applies in the case of publicly funded institutions, the 
Scottish Ministers have decided to use the resources that are available to meet the cost of a fee 
contribution rather than provide a fee loan. 

 

John Mason (Glasgow Shettleston) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide details of the 17 independent colleges in Scotland referred to in letter 
2013/0016689, dated 8 July 2013, to John Mason from the Cabinet Secretary for Education and 
Lifelong Learning. 

 (S4W-16483) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government provides support with respect to courses delivered by 
57 independent private institutions in Scotland. The names are as follows: 

Achievable Care Training Scotland 
Cairellot Learning Centre 
Care Now 
Care Skills Direct 
CBT Ltd 
Childcare Management Company 
Childcare in the Community 
Complementary Therapy School 
Concentric Training 
Edinburgh Creche Group 
Experential Play Ltd 
FTS Training Ltd 
Gibson Training and Care Ltd 
Glasgow Council for the Voluntary Sector 
GMD Community Services 
Happitots Day Nursery Training Ltd 
Health and Social Care Training Consortium 
Highlang and Moray Accredited Training 
International Christian College 
Interactive Design Ltd 
Jays Consultancy 
JHP Training 
L&G Learning Scotland Ltd 



Loretto Housing Association and Care 
Linked Work and Training Trust 
Minerva People Ltd 
Megans Specialist Training 
Microcom Training 
North Edinburgh Childcare 
Oilean Ltd 
Opus Learning Ltd 
PA Training 
Q Train Ltd 
Qualitas International 
Quarriers 
Quest Scotland Ltd 
RT Resources 
Rowan Consultancy 
Ritchies Training Centre 
Scottish Swimming Association 
Sense Scotland 
Scotia Law Training 
Shelter Scotland 
Simpson House Training 
Step-Up 
Stirling Council Children’s Services 
Supporta Care 
Thistle Training 
Training Matters 
Training Solutions Scotland Ltd 
TESOL Training Scotland Ltd 
The Care at Home Training Consortium 
Training for Care 
TELL Organisation 
The Zone 
Victim Support Scotland 
WLR Associates Ltd 
 

John Mason (Glasgow Shettleston) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
for what reason a student from Scotland is eligible for full payment of tuition fees if studying theology 
at the University of Aberdeen but not if studying at the International Christian College in Glasgow, 
whose degrees are validated by the University of Glasgow. 

 (S4W-16484) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government has no control over the fees set by independent private 
colleges such as the International Christian College in Glasgow and therefore does not commit to 
meeting the full cost. Instead, the Scottish Government agrees to pay a fixed contribution. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Clare Adamson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what information it can provide regarding the Minister for External Affairs and International 
Development’s recent visit to China and Hong Kong. 

 (S4W-16718) 

Fiona Hyslop: The Minister for External Affairs and International Development, Humza Yousaf, 
visited China and Hong Kong from 25 to 27 June 2013 spending one day in Beijing, one day in 
Shenzhen and one day in Hong Kong. The main purpose of the minister’s visit was to undertake a 
series of diplomatic, cultural, business and trade engagements and promote Sino-Scottish 
collaboration. The minister was joined on the visit by the Chief Executive of Scottish Development 
International, Anne MacColl. 



The first meeting of the visit was with the British Ambassador to China, Sebastian Wood. The 
minister then met with the Vice President of the Chinese People’s Association for Friendship with 
Foreign Countries (CFA) Mr Xie Yuan. The meeting provided an opportunity for the Minister to thank 
Mr Xie for the ongoing support of the CFA to our engagement with China and the assistance they 
provide in facilitating ministerial visits for the Scottish Government. 

At the meeting the minister formally presented Mr Xie with a copy of the Scottish Government’s 
latest China Plan Working With China, especially translated into Mandarin for the occasion. The four 
priority areas of the plan were outlined by the Minister as well as the four guiding principles of our 
engagement as being: Securing Sustainable Economic Growth, Respect for Human Rights and the 
Rule of Law, Understanding of Culture and Increasing Scotland’s Influence. The minister expressed 
our gratitude at the endorsement the Plan had received from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, when it 
was published in December 2012. 

The minister then met with Vice Minister Xia of the Civil Aviation Authority of China (CAAC). Vice 
President Xie of the China Friendship Association and Consul General Li of the Chinese Consulate 
Edinburgh were also present at the meeting showing their collective support for the establishment of a 
direct air link between Scotland and China. The meeting was constructive and all sides reiterated their 
desire to see progress made, agreeing that the establishment of such a route should be mutually 
beneficial and economically viable. 

In the afternoon in Beijing, the minister witnessed a number of contract signings the first being 
between Sgurr Energy and Guangdong Electric Power Design Institute (GEDI). The contract will be 
delivered over two years and will see Sgurr Energy advise one of China’s leading design institutions 
on its landmark Zhuhai offshore wind farm. 

The minister then witnessed the signing ceremony for the launch of the Chartered Corporate Banker 
Qualification, a partnership between WMI China and BPP Professional Education. This is an 
accredited qualification based on the standards set in Scotland and the projections are that 50,000 
Chinese corporate banking graduates and professionals will take this qualification within the first three 
years of launch. 

The minister’s final engagement of the day was to witness the signing of a partnership agreement 
between TEFL Scotland Ltd and the National Website for Primary and Middle School Teacher’s 
Further Education (Teacher.com.cn). This partnership will result in TEFL Scotland doubling its 
workforce in the Highlands with a growth from 10 to 20 jobs in Scotland. 

Wednesday was spent in Shenzhen and the first meeting of the day was with Madam Wu, the Vice 
Mayor of Shenzhen. The meeting was also attended by the Lord Provost of Edinburgh, the Rt Hon 
Donald Wilson, and the British Consul General for Guangdong, Alastair Morgan. The meeting followed 
on from the First Minister’s visit to Shenzhen in December 2011 and the signing of a Memorandum of 
Understanding between the Scottish Government and Shenzhen Municipal Government in July 2012. 
The Vice Mayor and the minister discussed how to strengthen collaboration, particularly in the field of 
creative industries. 

The minister’s meeting with the Vice Mayor was followed by the signing of a Memorandum of 
Understanding between Edinburgh City Council and Shenzhen Municipal Government on establishing 
joint International Creative Business Incubation Centres. Partners in Creative Industry is a long term 
programme designed to generate international collaboration through business and investment across 
Edinburgh and Shenzhen in the creative sectors. 

The minister then witnessed the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding between the University 
of Glasgow and University of Electronic Science and Technology of China to launch a joint 
engineering programme. The programme’s approval from the Chinese Ministry of Education makes 
this a unique partnership for Scotland. The approval will allow the engineering programmes to be 
delivered to up to 240 students per annum over a four year period with potential for further growth. 
The joint programme will create 15 jobs in Glasgow. 

That evening, the minister supported the SRUC Golf Education Alliance presenting industry 
qualification certificates to the latest accredited members of China's golf industry. The First Minister 
and Cabinet Secretary for Culture and External Affairs had met SRUC Elmwood International during 
previous visits and there are now 15 Chinese universities and colleges across China signed up to the 
alliance and between them circa 3,000 students are currently studying various aspects of golf 
management. 



The minister then addressed a business networking reception of around 100 attendees from across 
the priority sectors including, ICT and creative industries, life sciences, textiles and education as well 
as Shenzhen municipal government officials. The reception provided an opportunity for the minister to 
further highlight the importance that Scotland places on our bilateral links with Shenzhen.   

Thursday was spent in Hong Kong where the first engagement of the day was with the British 
Consul General of Hong Kong and Macao. The minister then met with Roy Halliday, Chief Executive 
of Standard Life Hong Kong who spoke encouragingly about growth in Hong Kong and China of 
insurance business.  

The next engagement was at the Hong Kong Science and Technology Park (HKSTP) to witness the 
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between Scottish Development International and 
HKSTP. The MoU provides a framework for co-operation and knowledge transfer between Scotland 
and Hong Kong in the low carbon sector by inviting leading Scottish companies and organisations to 
locate in the HKSTP. Also present were Dr Christine Loh, Under Secretary for the Environment of the 
Environment Bureau, Hong Kong Administration and Nicholas Brooke, Chairman of the HKSTP. 

At the HKSTP the minister also met with senior representatives of Scotland’s well established 
research pool visiting Hong Kong to develop collaboration opportunities with academic R&D 
organisations in Hong Kong. This provided the minister with an opportunity to emphasise the 
importance of the research pooling model helping to advance Scotland’s position as a leading 
knowledge partner and seek views from the delegation on how we can strengthen research 
collaboration. 

The final engagement of the visit was to host a dinner in Hong Kong with twelve Global Scots and 
Scots business leaders. This presented the minister with an opportunity to thank them for their 
continued support and effort on behalf of Scotland. The minister was able to update them on 
Scotland’s latest headlines in business and politics and listen to their views, reflecting our own, about 
the importance of Hong Kong as a bridge into mainland China. 

 


