
Wednesday 21 August 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Roderick Campbell (North East Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what recent discussions it has had with (a) Fife Council and (b) Scottish Water regarding flood 
prevention measures in North East Fife. 

Holding answer issued: 20 August 2013 (S4W-16499) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government has regular discussions with local authorities and with 
Scottish Water about flood risk management, although we have not had any specific discussions 
recently about flood protection measures in North East Fife. However, I understand Scottish Water 
has been in regular contact with Mr Campbell regarding flood prevention in his constituency, and will 
continue to keep him informed of measures that are being taken, such as the cleaning of fats, oils and 
greases from the sewer network to increase their efficiency, and investment to replace damaged 
infrastructure. 

 

Roderick Campbell (North East Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-10355 by Paul Wheelhouse on 2 November 2012, what 
progress it has made in producing flood hazard and flood risk maps for areas at significant risk. 

Holding answer issued: 20 August 2013 (S4W-16501) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Environment Protection Agency is on target to produce flood 
hazard and flood risk maps for areas at significant risk by the deadline of 22 December 2013, as 
required by the Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Act 2009. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
action it is taking to prevent Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) in wild deer from entering the country 
and what discussions it has had with the EU on the possible impact of CWD on (a) country sport 
tourism and (b) sales of venison. 

 (S4W-16548) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government, in partnership with Scottish Natural Heritage and the 
deer management round table recently published a leaflet “Chronic Wasting Disease – Protecting 
Scotland’s Deer”. This leaflet is aimed at raising awareness of Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) 
among key target groups, including hunters from the UK who visit North America, hosts and sporting 
agents, visitors from North America and border control staff. The leaflet can be found at the following 
link on the Scottish Government website: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/farmingrural/Agriculture/animal-
welfare/Diseases/disease/wasting/CWDleaflet. 

CWD has not been witnessed in Scotland. However, through the work of the transmissible 
spongiform encephalopathies (TSE) roadmap, a survey was launched in order to detect the possible 
presence of TSEs in wild and farmed deer in the EU. Over 13,000 tests were carried out and there is 
no evidence to suggest that CWD has occurred in the EU. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will review the advisory services that it provides to farmers to help with 
administration arising from the common agricultural policy. 

 (S4W-16615) 

Richard Lochhead: Draft EU regulations published by the European Commission, as part of the 
Common Agricultural Policy reform proposals for 2014-20, include specific reference to the Farm 
Advisory Services provision. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/farmingrural/Agriculture/animal-welfare/Diseases/disease/wasting/CWDleaflet
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/farmingrural/Agriculture/animal-welfare/Diseases/disease/wasting/CWDleaflet


The proposals have been subject to discussion and stakeholder engagement, mainly through the 
Scottish Government’s Advisory Services Working Group. Potential changes to the design of the 
Advisory Services arising from these talks will now form part of the Stage 2 Scotland Rural 
Development Programme consultation to issue later this year. 

Transport Scotland 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government how many (a) scheduled sailings, (b) actual sailings and (c) sailings 
cancelled due to adverse weather conditions there were on each route operated by CalMac Ferries 
and Argyll Ferries in each month between October 2012 and June 2013. 

 (S4W-16515) 

Keith Brown: CalMac Ferries Limited and Argyll Ferries Limited regularly publish information on 
scheduled sailings, actual sailings and sailings cancelled due to adverse weather conditions, on a 
route by route basis on their own websites. These can be accessed by following the attached links:  
http://www.calmac.co.uk/corporate-calmac/Route-Performance-Figures/  
http://www.argyllferries.co.uk/news.htm  

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government how much subsidy Argyll Ferries was contracted for in 2012-13; how much it 
received, and what the reason was for any difference. 

 (S4W-16520) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-08559 on 19 July 2012 which 
details the annual subsidy payable to Argyll Ferries in respect of the six-year public service obligation 
contract for the passenger-only service between Gourock and Dunoon. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

As set out in that reply, Argyll Ferries Limited were contracted to receive £1,215,330 in grant 
subsidy, in contract year 2012-13 (1 July 2012 to 30 June 2013). This figure does not include fuel 
costs. The full level of subsidy given to Argyll Ferries Ltd for the contract year 2012-13 has still to be 
finalised. Argyll Ferries Ltd’s published accounts for 2012-13 will detail the subsidy payments received 
during the financial year (1 April 2012 to 31 March 2013) and will be available, in due course by 
accessing the following link: 
http://www.david-macbrayne.co.uk/reports/ 

The published accounts for 2012-13 will include the subsidy (i.e. operating grant), fuel grant, and 
any other associated costs, under the terms of their contract with the Scottish Ministers. Given that the 
reason for any difference between the subsidy contracted for, and the subsidy received, in contract 
year 2012-13 cannot be confirmed at this time. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the letter dated 1 July 2013 to the Gourock Dunoon Ferries 
Service Steering Group from the Cabinet Secretary for Infrastructure, Investment and Cities, what (a) 
level and (b) type of involvement it envisages for the group in meeting with potential operators and 
whether it will involve action groups for other ferry services in a similar way. 

 (S4W-16541) 

Keith Brown: In her letter dated 1 July 2013, to the Gourock Dunoon Ferry Services Steering 
Group, the Deputy First Minister explained the steps that would be taken following the publication of 
the MVA feasibility report. Transport Scotland will be engaging with potential operators, to gauge 
market interest in the route. A timetable for this to occur has yet to be finalised. 

The Deputy First Minister indicated that the Gourock Dunoon Ferry Services Steering Group would 
be involved in this process in some way. Options for the level and type of involvement will be 
considered by Ministers before the start of the consultation/engagement process. 

http://www.calmac.co.uk/corporate-calmac/Route-Performance-Figures/
http://www.argyllferries.co.uk/news.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.david-macbrayne.co.uk/reports/


 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what (a) discussions, (b) meetings and (c) correspondence it has had with the UK Government since 
April 2012 regarding (i) the Aberdeen Coastguard and (ii) coastguard management in Scotland, what 
matters were considered and who participated. 

 (S4W-16567) 

Keith Brown: Since April 2012, Scottish Ministers have written to the UK Parliamentary Under 
Secretary of State for Transport three times, and once to the Chair of the UK Parliament Transport 
Committee regarding the UK Government’s modernisation of the Coastguard. Scottish Ministers 
received two responses from the then UK Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Transport, Mike 
Penning and two from his successor Stephen Hammond. I also met Stephen Hammond in London on 
1 November 2012 to discuss the Coastguard modernisation plans. 

Throughout this correspondence the Scottish Government has reiterated our belief that the UK 
Government was wrong to close Clyde and Forth and downgrade Aberdeen coastguard station. We 
pressed the UK Government to reverse the decision, and requested details of any staff shortages at 
Aberdeen following the increase in coastline responsibilities and reduction in staffing levels at the 
station.  

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many deaths due to road traffic accidents there have been in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-16596) 

Keith Brown: The following table shows the number of deaths in road traffic accidents reported to 
the police since 2007. 
Fatal Road Casualties 2007-12: 

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 (p) 

281 270 216 208 185 170 

The figures are available in table 2 of the Key Reported Road Casualtes Scotland 2012 bulletin which 
was published on 20 June 2012. The publication can be found at:  
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/strategy-and-research/publications-and-consultations/j276199-
00.htm 
Note that the figures for 2012 are provisional. Final figures for 2012 will be published in Reported 
Road Casualties Scotland 2012 in October 2013. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many accidents there have been on rural roads in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-16694) 

Keith Brown: The following table shows the number of injury road traffic accidents that occurred on 
rural roads and were reported to the police since 2008. 

Accidents in rural areas, 2008-12: 

 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Roads in rural areas with single carriageways and 
speed limit greater than 40 mph 

3,913 
 

3,915 
 

3,300 
 

3,067 
 

2,914 
 

Other rural roads (includes dual carriageways and 
roads with a speed limit of 40 mph or less) 

1,006 
 

911 
 

851 
 

721 
 

845 
 

All rural roads 4,919 4,826 4,151 3,788 3,759 

The information shown in the table has been split to show the differences in the type of rural roads that 
there are. Note that the figures for 2012 are provisional. Final figures for 2012 will be published in 
Reported Road Casualties Scotland 2012 in October 2013. 
 
 
 

 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/strategy-and-research/publications-and-consultations/j276199-00.htm
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/strategy-and-research/publications-and-consultations/j276199-00.htm


SCOTTISH PARLIAMENTARY CORPORATE BODY 

 

John Mason (Glasgow Shettleston) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Parliamentary 
Corporate Body whether it will block internet access to payday loan companies on its IT network. 

(S4W-16537) 

David Stewart: The Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body tries to strike the correct balance between 
unencumbered internet access, and protecting the interests of all the users of the IT network. At this 
time we do not block internet access to payday loan companies but will keep this situation under 
review. 

 


