
Tuesday 1 October 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Crown Office 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many offenders there were in each trial area of the Fiscal Work Order Pilot Scheme in each year since 
2008. 

 (S4W-17227) 

Lesley Thomson: The information is provided in the following table. Fiscal Work Orders have been 
available in West Lothian, West Dunbartonshire, South Lanarkshire and Highland since 2008. Their 
availability was extended to Edinburgh City, Dundee City and Aberdeen City in 2011: 

Fiscal Work Orders Issued 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 

West Lothian 53 122 56 48 32 

West Dunbartonshire 89 91 22 108 73 

South Lanarkshire 73 56 46 118 78 

Highland 71 29 68 48 70 

Edinburgh City 0 0 0 88 70 

Dundee City 0 0 0 34 56 

Aberdeen City  0 0 0 84 111 

Total 286 298 192 528 490 

Governance and Communities 

Alex Johnstone (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether an independent Scotland would set a financial cap for welfare payments 
and, if so, what level this would be set at; what the timescale would be for its introduction; what annual 
savings it would bring, and how many people it would affect. 

Holding answer issued: 17 September 2013 (S4W-16940) 

Nicola Sturgeon: It will be for the first Scottish Government of an independent Scotland to decide 
welfare policy and whether and at what level a financial cap should be set. The household benefit cap 
currently set by the UK Government will affect around 4,600 households in Scotland when fully rolled 
out and 65% of these households contain children. Any cap set in future would need to take account 
of Scottish circumstances and the priority that successive Scottish governments have given to tackling 
child poverty. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-16411 by John Swinney on 24 August 2013, how many 
employees there are in the estate’s 79 buildings. 

 (S4W-17226) 

John Swinney: At 31 August 2013 there were a total of 5,827 people working for the Scottish 
Government based across the 79 buildings which form the Scottish Government estate. This figure 
includes permanent, temporary, fixed term, agency workers, consultants, contractors and inward 
secondees assigned to the Scottish Government Core Directorates. It does not include any people 
occupying the buildings who are assigned to an agency or other body. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-16411 by John Swinney on 24 August 2013, what the make 
and model numbers of the defibrillators are and how much each cost. 

 (S4W-17279) 



John Swinney: The information requested is as follows: 

Model name: Heartstart  
Model number: FR2+ 
Cost to renew: £354.50 and battery: £153.00 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many ministerial cars have been caught speeding in each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-17300) 

John Swinney: The following table details the number of government car service vehicles issued 
with speeding fines. No records are held prior to 2011: 

Year Total number 

2011 2 

2012 2 

2013 (1) 2 

1. Partial data up until 01 September 13 

Health and Social Care 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
steps it is taking to ensure the provision of health services for the increasing population of people over 
65. 

 (S4W-17267) 

Alex Neil: In 2010, the Scottish Government and the Convention of Scottish Local Authorities 
launched the Reshaping Care for Older People programme to improve the quality and outcomes of 
care, and to help address the challenges of an ageing population. This ten-year change programme, 
underpinned by the 20:20 Vision and the Healthcare Quality Strategy, builds on previous policies and 
focuses on supporting people to live independently in their own home and in good health for as long 
as possible. We introduced the Change Fund in 2011-12, to support the Reshaping Care for Older 
People programme. The fund is worth £300 million over four years  

On 28 May 2013, The Public Bodies (Joint Working) (Scotland) Bill 2013 was introduced to 
Parliament. The Bill will put in place arrangements for integrating adult health and social care, in order 
to improve outcomes for patients, service users, carers and their families, and to enable health boards 
and local authorities to work together effectively to deliver quality, sustainable care services; to provide 
seamless, joined up quality health and social care services in order to care for people in their homes 
or a homely setting where it is safe to do so; and to ensure resources are used effectively and 
efficiently to deliver services that meet the increasing number of people with longer term and often 
complex needs, many of whom are older. 

 

Linda Fabiani (East Kilbride) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many people have waited over (a) six, (b) nine, (c) 12 and (d) 24 weeks for an MRI scan in each NHS 
board in the last year. 

 (S4W-17274) 

Alex Neil: The specific information is not available centrally. Waiting times for MRI scans are 
published each quarter and show the number of patients on the waiting list on the month end census 
date and on how long they had been waiting. 

On 30 June 2013, 878 patients on the waiting list had been waiting more than 6 weeks for an MRI 
scan. Of these 7 had been waiting longer than 9 weeks and no patient on the waiting list had been 
waiting more than 12 weeks. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the average response time is of the Scottish Ambulance Service to (a) an emergency call and (b) a 
medical request for patient transfer between hospitals, broken down by NHS board area. 

 (S4W-17297) 



Alex Neil: The average response times for (a) emergency calls for the last three years are set out in 
the following table: 

NHS Board Area 

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 

Cat A 
(mins) 

All 
(mins) 

Cat A 
(mins) 

All 
(mins) 

Cat A 
(mins) 

All 
(mins) 

Argyll and Clyde 6.3 8.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Ayrshire and Arran 6.7 8.6 6.9 9.3 6.6 8.6 

Borders 8.5 9.7 8.1 9.8 7.5 9.7 

Dumfries and Galloway 7.6 9.5 7.9 10.3 7.5 9.4 

Fife 6.6 7.9 6.4 8.2 6.3 8.1 

Forth Valley 7.6 9.6 7.1 9.6 6.7 9.5 

Grampian 6.6 8.4 6.8 8.6 7.1 8.9 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde (from 
2011-12) 

6.8 9.7 6.5 9.6 6.1 8.4 

Highland 7.4 9.1 7.9 9.7 7.8 9.4 

Lanarkshire 7.0 8.8 6.4 8.3 6.6 8.4 

Lothian 6.9 9.6 6.5 9.8 6.1 9.1 

Orkney N/A 10.2 N/A 10.4 N/A 10.7 

Shetland N/A 11.3 N/A 11.1 N/A 11.8 

Tayside 6.9 8.3 6.6 8.3 6.3 8.3 

Western Isles N/A 9.3 N/A 9.5 N/A 9.5 

SCOTLAND 6.9 9.0 6.7 9.2 6.5 8.7 

* Information provided by the Scottish Ambulance Service (SAS), and published in their annual report 
each year. 
** Until 2011/12 SAS systems recorded data under the previous structure of 15 geographic health 
boards. 
*** ‘All’ emergency is defined as Category A, B and C calls. 
**** For the years set out above, Orkney, Shetland and Western Isles were subject to different 
performance management measures so figures are provided at an all emergency level. From 2013-14 
emergency incidents on the Island Boards will be categorised on the same basis as mainland 
Scotland. 
 

Average response times for (b) medical requests for patient transfer between hospitals are not held 
in the format requested. All such requests are prioritised on a case by case basis, within a timeframe 
agreed with the requesting clinician and based on the clinical needs of the patient. The clinician may 
request an emergency transfer and these will be included within the table. Requests might also be 
made for non-emergency transfers within any other timeframe. 

 

Bill Kidd (Glasgow Anniesland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will introduce legislation to improve outcomes for carers and young carers. 

 (S4W-17536) 

Michael Matheson: The First Minister announced on 1 October 2013, at the second annual Carers 
Parliament, that the Scottish Government plans to introduce legislation to improve outcomes for carers 
and young carers. 

We will consult widely on legislation that aims to improve both the assessment and support for 
carers and young carers. In relation to young carers, this will take account of the existing measures 
within the Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill. 

We believe that this legislation, focused on carers and young carers, will: improve carers’ health and 
wellbeing; sustain the caring role; enable carers to have a life alongside caring; assist carers to remain 
in or return to work; enable access to community support networks; and prevent or delay hospital or 
residential care admissions for cared-for persons. 

Learning and Justice 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on the report by the Centre for Educational Sociology, 
University of Edinburgh, What’s the evidence? Comparing the impact of career websites and other 



career support, which concluded that the Skills Development Scotland’s website, My World of Work, 
“'had a limited impact on pupil's careers management skills compared to other sources of career 
support.” 

Holding answer issued: 27 September 2013 (S4W-17179) 

Angela Constance: The Scottish Government welcomes the report by the Centre for Educational 
Sociology as it reinforces some of the key recommendations of the Careers Information Advice and 
Guidance Strategy. 

Given the timing of changes to the careers service however, this survey was carried out very early in 
the process, as highlighted by the Wood Commission’s interim report, for it to be able show the true 
impact of careers modernisation. 

This will be fully assessed as part of the Education Scotland external reviews which will be taking 
place starting from April 2014 to quality assure the careers service and assess the impact it is having 
on building pupils career management skills. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many pupils 
have studied advanced higher computing in each year since 2009, broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-17231) 

Alasdair Allan: The number of learners entered for the advanced higher computing qualification 
from 2009 broken down by local authority is as follows: 

Number of pupils entered in advanced higher computing at publicly funded secondary schools: 

Local Authority Area 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Aberdeen City 9 5 5 7 12 

Aberdeenshire * 9 11 13 18 

Angus 8 8 9 8 9 

Argyll and Bute 8 * 9 10 6 

Clackmannanshire * * 0 0 * 

Dumfries and Galloway * 0 * * 0 

Dundee City 23 22 19 13 18 

East Ayrshire * 5 6 * * 

East Dunbartonshire 26 23 11 24 23 

East Lothian * 11 13 5 * 

East Renfrewshire 18 15 14 24 * 

Edinburgh City 38 39 52 60 37 

Eilean Siar * * 6 * 6 

Falkirk * * 9 11 13 

Fife 35 37 42 45 42 

Glasgow City 13 9 24 15 22 

Highland 7 8 6 5 10 

Inverclyde 6 * 6 12 8 

Midlothian 18 23 15 15 22 

Moray * * * * * 

North Ayrshire 13 8 12 11 13 

North Lanarkshire * 6 * * * 

Orkney Islands 0 0 0 * * 

Perth and Kinross 24 34 30 39 39 

Renfrewshire * 0 0 0 0 

Scottish Borders 9 * * 0 8 

Shetland Islands 0 0 0 0 0 

South Ayrshire 37 33 37 28 29 

South Lanarkshire 25 24 47 20 35 



Local Authority Area 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Stirling 9 7 * 6 0 

West Dunbartonshire 9 * 7 * * 

West Lothian 22 25 15 16 11 

Grant aided * * * * * 

All 383 378 418 412 404 

Note: *Numbers of less than 5 are supressed for quality and disclosure reasons. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
schools have provided advanced higher computing in each year since 2009, broken down by local 
authority. 

 (S4W-17232) 

Alasdair Allan: The number of centres with students entered for advanced higher computing in 
each year since 2009, broken down by local authority is as follows: 

Number of publicly funded secondary schools with pupils entering advanced higher computing: 

Local Authority 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Aberdeen City 3 2 4 3 6 

Aberdeenshire 2 6 6 6 6 

Angus 2 4 3 4 5 

Argyll and Bute 1 1 1 1 2 

Clackmannanshire 1 2 0 0 2 

Dumfries and Galloway 2 0 1 1 0 

Dundee City 7 5 5 6 7 

East Ayrshire 2 3 2 1 1 

East Dunbartonshire 5 5 3 6 5 

East Lothian 2 5 5 2 4 

East Renfrewshire 2 3 4 3 2 

Edinburgh City 9 9 11 11 13 

Eilean Siar 1 1 1 1 1 

Falkirk 1 2 3 2 2 

Fife 11 11 11 9 13 

Glasgow City 3 5 5 7 4 

Highland 5 4 4 3 5 

Inverclyde 1 1 1 2 1 

Midlothian 4 3 2 4 4 

Moray 2 2 1 1 1 

North Ayrshire 3 4 3 3 3 

North Lanarkshire 1 3 1 2 2 

Orkney Islands 0 0 0 2 1 

Perth and Kinross 5 6 5 5 5 

Renfrewshire 1 0 0 0 0 

Scottish Borders 3 2 1 0 3 

Shetland Islands 0 0 0 0 0 

South Ayrshire 6 6 6 6 6 

South Lanarkshire 5 6 8 7 5 

Stirling 3 3 3 2 0 

West Dunbartonshire 3 1 1 1 2 

West Lothian 6 7 6 6 5 

Grant aided 1 1 1 1 1 

All 103 113 108 108 117 

 



Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
encourages schools to provide advanced higher computing classes. 

 (S4W-17233) 

Alasdair Allan: The number and range of courses on offer is a decision for schools to make in 
consultation with learners and parents, taking into account the local context and resources available. 

The Scottish Government sees learning in science and technology subjects as important for young 
people, and for the economy, helping them to develop skills for learning, life and work. We are 
providing BCS, the Chartered Institute for IT with £200k per annum over two years to support 
professional learning for secondary school teachers of computing science. The opportunities provided 
will help ensure learning incorporates new programming languages and current thinking on teaching 
approaches. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the average 
size is of advanced higher classes, broken down by (a) subject and (b) local authority. 

 (S4W-17234) 

Alasdair Allan: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much per 
pupil it allocates to local authorities for advanced highers. 

 (S4W-17235) 

Alasdair Allan: In 2013-14 the Scottish Government is providing local authorities with total revenue 
funding of over £9.7 billion. It is for local authorities to decide how this is allocated. The Scottish 
Government does not decide how much funding is allocated to specific subjects. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of the effect of so-called zero-hours contracts in colleges and universities on (a) educational 
outcomes and (b) student satisfaction. 

 (S4W-17244) 

Michael Russell: Employment law is a reserved matter and we have not made an assessment of 
the effects of zero hours contracts in colleges and universities. However, we are urging employers in 
all sectors to carefully consider their use of such contracts. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it 
has had with local authorities regarding its plans for a nationally coordinated programme to partner 
schools. 

 (S4W-17250) 

Michael Russell: Education Scotland is leading the development of this work and has had regular 
discussions with the Association of Directors of Education in Scotland and other stakeholders about 
plans for the School Improvement Partnership Programme. Education authorities were provided with 
materials on the partnership programme which outlined the purpose and rationale of the partnerships 
and are being supported by Education Scotland in drafting proposals for partnership working in line 
with this rationale. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it will provide 
details of its plans for a nationally coordinated programme to partner schools and who will decide 
which schools are partnered. 

 (S4W-17251) 



Michael Russell: Details of the School Improvement Partnership Programme were provided to 
education authorities at the beginning of August 2013. A panel made up of representatives from 
Education Scotland, the Association of Directors of Education in Scotland and Glasgow University 
evaluated initial proposals on 5 September 2013. The panel agreed to progress three successful 
partnership proposals. A project team led by Education Scotland will continue to work with these 
Education Authorities to confirm the schools that will be involved in the partnerships. Further proposals 
will be evaluated in early November 2013. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether additional 
resource will be required or allocated to support its plans for a nationally coordinated programme to 
partner schools. 

 (S4W-17252) 

Michael Russell: Some resources will be required to support plans for the School Improvement 
Partnership Programme. However, these resources will be funded from within the current Education 
and Lifelong Learning budget. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it plans to 
launch its new college for educational leadership; how much resource has been allocated to the work, 
and when it will open. 

 (S4W-17258) 

Michael Russell: I announced on 25 September 2013 that I had endorsed the proposal to establish 
a Scottish college for educational leadership and have asked Tony Finn to take on the role of interim 
chair. I anticipate that the college will move quickly to establish an on-line presence and start 
delivering support for teachers by spring 2014. The college will also need to establish a clear 
operational plan including governance arrangements early next year and I expect it to be fully 
operational by August 2014. The Scottish Government has set aside funding of up to £1.3 million to 
establish the college and to provide initial running costs. The establishment of the college has been 
agreed by partners across education who are committed to supporting the new body. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much it 
would cost to include the Dalmeny chord in the Edinburgh Glasgow Improvement Programme using a 
(a) flat and (b) grade-separated junction. 

 (S4W-17248) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The original estimate for the full Edinburgh Glasgow Improvement Programme 
included provision of £175 million for the Dalmeny Chord. The estimate included two grade separated 
junctions and one flat junction. 

Transport Scotland 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
Winchburgh tunnel will be closed during the Edinburgh Glasgow Improvement Programme 
construction works and, if so, for how long. 

 (S4W-17247) 

Keith Brown: Whilst further work is required to reach a definitive position, Network Rail have 
confirmed that, having examined all the options with a view to minimising disruption, a closure will be 
necessary. However, Network Rail also advise that this closure will be significantly less than the 12 
weeks that have been reported elsewhere. The works will be carried out during the summer months 
and all connections will be maintained via diversionary routes. 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-17228 
S4W-17239 


