
Monday 7 October 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-17141 by John Swinney on 23 September 2013, whether this response is 
consistent with the statement by Fergus Ewing on 11 September 2013 that “regional selective 
assistance is not paid for zero-hours contracts” (Official Report, c. 22330). 

 (S4W-17403) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to S4W-17398 on 4 October 2013. All answers to 
written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which 
can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Governance and Communities 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-16534 by Nicola Sturgeon on 27 August 2013, whether it is on target to 
eradicate fuel poverty by 2016. 

 (S4W-17283) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government has a statutory duty, “to ensure, so far as reasonably 
practicable, that people are not living in fuel poverty in Scotland by November 2016”. 

The Scottish Government is committed to eradicating fuel poverty and is doing everything within its 
limited powers to achieve this. As fuel poverty statistics published in December 2012 show, Scottish 
Government action is mitigating swingeing fuel price increases. Despite 14% fuel price increases in 
Autumn 2011, Scottish Government action to improve household energy efficiency prevented a further 
35,000 households falling into fuel poverty. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-16531 by Nicola Sturgeon on 27 August 2013, how much of the (a) £79 
million and (b) £120 million from major energy companies has been spent on tackling fuel poverty. 

 (S4W-17284) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for Scotland (HEEPS) have a current 
budget of £74 million for this financial year and it is the Scottish Government’s intention that this is all 
spent on tackling fuel poverty and improving energy efficiency. 

It should be noted that an unallocated amount of £5 million has been reallocated from the original 
budget of £60 million for area based schemes to mitigate the impacts of welfare reform. A further £5 
million from underutilised accruals (i.e. unused provision) from 2012-13 takes the total contribution to 
£10 million.  

It is not possible at this time to know how much Scottish Government funding has been spent as 
schemes are still developing and monitoring processes are being put in place. However, in June we 
announced the first £46 million of funding for local authorities from our HEEPS area based schemes 
and local authorities advise us that, currently, they intend to leverage almost £130 million of Energy 
Company Obligation funding from energy companies. 

Information on HEEPS spend will be published in due course. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-16531 by Nicola Sturgeon on 27 August 2013, how much of the £60 million 
for area based local authority schemes has been spent on tackling fuel poverty. 

 (S4W-17285) 
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Nicola Sturgeon: The Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for Scotland (HEEPS) area based 
local authority schemes have a current budget of £55 million for this financial year and it is the Scottish 
Government’s intention that this is all spent on tackling fuel poverty and improving energy efficiency. 

It should be noted that an unallocated amount of £5 million has been reallocated from the original 
budget of £60 million for area based schemes to mitigate the impacts of welfare reform. A further £5 
million from underutilised accruals (i.e. unused provision) from 2012-13 takes the total contribution to 
£10 million. 

Delays in the publication of the Enery Company Obligation (ECO) guidance, leading to uncertainty 
about how the new schemes would work, and a shift in focus under ECO away from cheaper, easier to 
install measures, such as loft insulation, to more technically complex insulation techniques, has meant 
that there have been delays in developing ECO-eligible schemes. 

It is not possible at this time to know how much Scottish Government funding has been spent as 
schemes are still developing and monitoring processes are being put in place. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-16531 by Nicola Sturgeon on 27 August 2013, which local authorities have 
received funding from the £60 million for area based schemes; how much has been allocated to each 
local authority, and how much has been bid for. 

 (S4W-17286) 

Nicola Sturgeon: All of Scotland’s local authorities have been offered funding from the current 
budget of £55 million for this financial year for area based schemes. 

It should be noted an unallocated amount of £5 million has been reallocated from the original budget 
of £60 million for area based schemes to mitigate the impact of the “bedroom tax”. A further £5 million 
from underutilised accruals (i.e. unused provision) from 2012-13 takes the total contribution to £10 
million. 

Details of funding requested by councils as at end June 2013 are set out in the table below. All 
requests have been allocated in full. Requests for further funding are currently being considered and 
will be announced in due course. 

Summary of Local Authority Funding Requests to end June 2013 

Local Authority Core Funding 
Requested (£) 

Additional Funding 
Requested (£) 

Total requested and 
allocated (£) 

Aberdeen City 871,759 360,041 1,257,441 

Aberdeenshire 1,257,947 3,162,053 4,420,000 

Angus 584,835 0 584,835 

Argyll and Bute 967,019 1,056,134 2,023,153 

Clackmannanshire 400,500 298,000 698,500 

Dumfries and Galloway 1,270,671 0 1,270,671 

Dundee 854,839 1,080,912 1,935,751 

East Ayrshire 992,338 0 992,338 

East Dunbartonshire 266,200 0 266,200 

East Lothian 679,500 403,522 1,083,022 

East Renfrewshire 277,120 0 277,120 

Edinburgh 2,072,528 539,348 2,611,876 

Eilean siar 831,051 190,758 1,021,809 

Falkirk 614,597 0 614,597 

Fife 1,471,055 954,559 2,425,614 



Local Authority Core Funding 
Requested (£) 

Additional Funding 
Requested (£) 

Total requested and 
allocated (£) 

Glasgow 2,799,996 3,984,770 6,784,766 

Highland 1,349,150 518,687 1,867,837 

Inverclyde 654,624 450,559 1,105,183 

Midlothian 657,000 684,446 1,341,446 

Moray 688,848 98,327 787,175 

North Ayrshire 978,253 0 978,253 

North Lanarkshire 1,149,266 434,834 1,584,100 

Orkney 200,000 0 200,000 

Perth and Kinross 922,500 294,381 1,216,881 

Renfrewshire 539,882 436,867 976,749 

Scottish Borders 979,943 330,569 1,310,512 

Shetland 444,403 0 444,403 

South Ayrshire 808,578 0 808,578 

South Lanarkshire 1,321,512 877,422 2,198,934 

Stirling 627,442 689,019 1,316,461 

West Dunbartonshire 379,269 0 379,269 

West Lothian 985,500 197,315 1,182,815 

Total 28,898,125 17,042,523 45,940,648 

 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-16531 by Nicola Sturgeon on 27 August 2013, for what reason the £60 
million for area based schemes has not been fully taken up. 

 (S4W-17287) 

Nicola Sturgeon: In June offers of grant totalling £46 million were issued for the first round of the 
Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for Scotland (HEEPS) area based schemes. 

A second funding round is currently being assessed and allocations will be announced shortly. 

However, delays in the publication of the ECO guidance, leading to uncertainty about how the new 
schemes would work, and a shift in focus under ECO away from cheaper, easier to install measures, 
such as loft insulation, to more technically complex insulation techniques, has meant that there have 
been delays in developing ECO-eligible schemes. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the level of 
fuel poverty is according to the Scottish House Condition Survey: Key Findings 2011, broken down by 
local authority. 

 (S4W-17288) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish House Condition Survey shows that fuel poverty for Scotland in 
October 2011, following a steep fuel price increase, was nearly 29% (approximately 684,000 
households). 

Local authority levels of fuel poverty are published on the internet and are publicly available on the 
Scottish Government website under: Scottish House Condition Survey - 2009-2011 Local Authority 
Report: Table 8.10. 



 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is 
on the assertion in the Scottish House Condition Survey of 2009 that for every 5% rise in fuel prices 
an estimated 46,000 more households would go into fuel poverty and whether fuel poverty is now 
affecting around 900,000 households. 

 (S4W-17289) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The 46,000 increase per 5% fuel cost rise was calculated based on the Scottish 
House Condition Survey data from 2009. It takes no account of changes to the energy efficiency of the 
stock or the income of householders since then. 

The SHCS Key Findings 2011 report illustrated that fuel poverty was estimated at 684,000 
households as at October 2011. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it is 
monitoring whether the £120 million in investment through the Energy Company Obligation will be 
achieved in 2013. 

 (S4W-17291) 

Nicola Sturgeon: We are working closely with Ofgem to ensure the monitoring information they 
publish on the Energy Company Obligation investment covers all of Scotland and provides sufficient 
level of detail to enable us to monitor the effectiveness of our programmes. And we will collect 
monitoring information from local authorities setting out how our investment has been used to deliver 
energy efficiency measures and help to tackle fuel poverty. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will use 
such measures as the number of (a) households assisted and (b) measures delivered to assess the 
effectiveness of the Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for Scotland. 

 (S4W-17292) 

Nicola Sturgeon: We are currently considering a number of options for assessing the effectiveness 
of the Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for Scotland. As part of this we will closely monitor the 
number of households assisted and the number of measures delivered. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what budget will 
be allocated for Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for Scotland in the (a) 2014-15 draft budget and 
(b) 2015-16 budget plans and whether this will be sufficient to eradicate fuel poverty by 2016. 

 (S4W-17293) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government spending plans of 11 September 2013 announced 
funding allocations of £79 million to tackle fuel poverty for each of the next two years, 2014-15 and 
2015-16. 

The Scottish Government is committed to eradicating fuel poverty and is doing everything within its 
limited powers to achieve this. We will continue to use this funding for the Home Energy Efficiency 
Programmes for Scotland to lever in private sector funding from the energy companies seeking to 
meet their obligations under the Energy Company Obligation, to ensure the future of our £200 million 
fund to tackle fuel poverty. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-16532 by Nicola Sturgeon on 27 August 2013, what action energy 
companies have taken to protect vulnerable customers as a result of the meeting with the cabinet 
secretary. 

 (S4W-17294) 



Nicola Sturgeon: I met with each of the major energy suppliers individually over the autumn/winter 
of 2012 to raise concerns about energy price rises and to press the individual energy suppliers to 
support vulnerable consumers and will be looking to arrange further meetings with the utilities in due 
course to keep up the dialogue on fuel poverty. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when the Cabinet 
Secretary for Infrastructure, Investment and Cities last met the major energy companies to discuss 
fuel poverty and when the next meeting is planned. 

 (S4W-17295) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-17294 on 7 October 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what meetings of 
the Scottish Fuel Poverty Forum have taken place in the last year and whether these were attended 
by the Cabinet Secretary for Infrastructure, Investment and Cities. 

 (S4W-17296) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Fuel Poverty Forum is an independent ministerial advisory body 
which ministers attend when invited. In the last 12 months, the Scottish Fuel Poverty Forum has met 
six times, on the following dates: 

9 October 2012 
12 December 2012 
12 March 2013 
9 May 2013 
18 June 2013 
18 September 2013 
 

Further information on the forum and its meetings is available on the Scottish Government website 
at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-
Environment/Housing/warmhomes/fuelpoverty/ScottishFuelPovertyForum. 

I attended the meeting on 12 December 2012 and confirmed that Scottish Ministers believe the 
forum should continue to challenge the work of the Scottish Government when appropriate and 
continue to work with ministers and Scottish Government officials to tackle fuel poverty. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much Housing Association Grant was awarded to each registered social landlord in (a) Aberdeenshire 
and (b) Aberdeen City in 2011-12. 

 (S4W-17370) 

Margaret Burgess: The amounts of Housing Association Grant spend for registered social 
landlords in (a) Aberdeenshire and (b) Aberdeen City in 2011-2012 was: 

Housing Association Aberdeenshire Aberdeen 

Aberdeenshire Housing 
Partnership 

 
£150,000 

 
None 

Castlehill Housing Association  
£366,000 

 
None 

Grampian Housing Association  
£665,000 

 
£8,000 

Langstane Housing 
Association 

 
£161,000 

 
£19,000 

Tenants First Housing   

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/warmhomes/fuelpoverty/ScottishFuelPovertyForum
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/warmhomes/fuelpoverty/ScottishFuelPovertyForum


Housing Association Aberdeenshire Aberdeen 

Association None £4,199,000 

 
Council House Build 

 
£2,250,000 

 
£3,082,000 

 

Also in 2011-12, the Scottish Government awarded Innovation and Investment grant funding to the 
Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire Council areas totalling £1.17 million and £2.02 million respectively. This 
includes the following projects: 

Area Organisation Grant 

Aberdeen City Council £600,000 

Aberdeenshire Council £330,000 

Aberdeen City Langstane Housing Association £570,000 

Aberdeenshire Langstane Housing Association £368,000 

Aberdeenshire Cornerstone Community Care £303,300 

Aberdeenshire  Aberdeenshire Housing 
Partnership 

£480,000 

Aberdeenshire Castlehill Housing Association £542,000 

 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what progress it has made on clarifying the Rent (Scotland) Act 1984 in relation 
to charges made while granting a tenancy. 

 (S4W-17452) 

Margaret Burgess: The Rent (Scotland) Act 1984 states that it is an offence to require payment of 
any premium (in addition to rent and a refundable deposit of no more than two months’ rent), as a 
condition of the grant, renewal or continuance of a tenancy. 

As many tenants were being charged a range of additional fees in order to access privately rented 
accommodation, section 32 of the Private Rented Housing (Scotland) Act 2011, which came into force 
on the 30 November 2012, clarified the law by amending the definition of a premium in the 1984 Act, 
to make clear that a premium means “any fine, sum or pecuniary consideration, other than rent, and 
includes any service or administration fee or charge”. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government which elements of Perth and Kinross Council’s claim under the Bellwin Scheme 
to cover additional expenditure incurred by flooding in Comrie in 2012 were deemed ineligible for 
assistance because they were not (a) incurred as a result of providing relief or carrying out works to 
safeguard life or property or prevent suffering or severe inconvenience, (b) of a revenue nature, (c) net 
of any receivable income from other sources, (d) of an uninsurable nature and (e) incurred within a 
two month period from the date of the incident and what the total financial value was of these 
elements. 

 (S4W-17476) 

John Swinney: Perth and Kinross Council submitted a claim, under the Bellwin Scheme, for 
additional funding of £1,044,751 following the flooding in Comrie in November 2012. Approximately 
£855,000 of the council’s claim was ineligible as it was expenditure on improvements to prevent future 
flooding. 

Under the rules of the Bellwin Scheme local authorities are expected to set aside a small amount 
(0.2% of their revenue budget) for such events and this is known as the threshold. After the deduction 
of the ineligible expenditure the balance of around £190,000 was less than the council’s 2012-13 
threshold of £675,196 and as a result the council did not qualify for any additional funding under the 
Bellwin Scheme. 

 



Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what discussions it had with officials from Perth and Kinross Council prior to the 
council's application under the Bellwin Scheme to cover additional expenditure incurred by flooding in 
Comrie in 2012. 

 (S4W-17477) 

John Swinney: Following the severe flooding incident in Comrie in November 2012, Scottish 
Government officials provided Perth and Kinross Council officials with general advice on how to make 
a claim for additional expenditure under the Bellwin Scheme. This advice included reference to the 
published guidelines and a reminder that the Bellwin Scheme is discretionary with no automatic right 
to additional funding. 

Health and Social Care 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the then 
Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing agreed to be pictured with ATOS to announce its 
sponsorship of the 2014 Commonwealth Games and when the request was made. 

 

Holding answer issued: 30 August 2013 (S4W-16578) 

Shona Robison: The Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games Organising Committee invited the 
Deputy First Minister on 9 February 2012 to participate in the event to announce their sponsorship 
agreement with ATOS, which took place on 16 March 2012. 

All games partners including representatives from Glasgow City Council, Commonwealth Games 
Scotland and the Scottish Government attended the event to mark the significant contribution which 
ATOS sponsorship will make towards the successful delivery of the Games. 

ATOS is providing technology that will be used for accreditation services, volunteer recruitment and 
the instant relaying of results, all of which shall enhance the Glasgow 2014 Games experience. All 
games partners were pictured to mark the announcement. 
The Scottish Government has every sympathy with individuals and families who have been adversely 
affected by the UK Government’s welfare reforms. Whilst appreciating that an assessment process is 
necessary, the alarming stories of peoples’ experiences suggest that what is in place just now is 
causing a great deal of undue stress and hardship to people across Scotland. 

That is why Housing Minister, Margaret Burgess, wrote recently to the UK Work and Pensions 
Secretary, Iain Duncan Smith, highlighting  the Scottish Government’s concerns at ATOS and DWP’s 
administering of the Work Capability Assessment process and urging him to take the necessary steps 
to ensure that the very worrying cases that are being reported are never repeated. 

Securing sponsors is a matter for the organising committee and it should be acknowledged that 
Glasgow 2014’s contract with ATOS do not relate in any way to the services it provides on behalf of 
DWP. In addition, securing sponsorship is vital to the success of the Games and to reduce the need 
for additional public funds to stage them. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much funding has been allocated to (a) NHS Fife and (b) the Victoria Hospital, Kirkcaldy, in each of 
the last 10 years and how the figure for NHS Fife compares with the national average. 

 (S4W-17328) 

Alex Neil: The baseline funding allocations for NHS Fife (also shown as a percentage share of the 
total allocation for NHSScotland territorial health boards) and the revenue expenditure at the Victoria 
Hospital Kirkcaldy for the last 10 years are provided in the following table: 

NHS Fife Baseline 
Allocation 

Share of NHS Scotland 
Territorial Baseline 

Expenditure at 
Victoria Hospital 

Year £m Percentage £m 

2004-05 356.2 6.59% 58.2 



NHS Fife Baseline 
Allocation 

Share of NHS Scotland 
Territorial Baseline 

Expenditure at 
Victoria Hospital 

Year £m Percentage £m 

2005-06 399.6 6.65% 67.4 

2006-07 430.9 6.70% 73.6 

2007-08 462.4 6.73% 84.7 

2008-09 479.7 6.76% 86.3 

2009-10 490.3 6.77% 85.2 

2010-11 502.9 6.76% 80.9 

2011-12 507.1 6.71% 101.1 

2012-13 520.8 6.71% Available Nov-13 

2013-14 539.5 6.72% Not Applicable 

 

NHS Fife is funded according to the same formula as all other NHS boards, NHSScotland Resource 
Allocation Committee (NRAC). This ensures that funds are distributed fairly, on the basis of the 
relative healthcare needs of each board area, and fully recognises the influences of remoteness and 
deprivation. All boards are expected to manage within these resources, and must prioritise in order to 
provide high quality services for patients. 

The NRAC formula has been phased in from 2009-10. The NRAC formula was introduced to ensure 
that NHS board funding was better aligned to local characteristics such as deprivation, population age 
profile and rurality. It is right that this was phased in gradually to minimise disruption to board finances. 
As a result of this phased process we have ensured that no board has lost out financially and have 
“levelled up” funding to support this. 

NHS Fife has had an above real terms increase in resource funding. In 2013-14 NHS Fife received 
£539.5 million resource funding, a 3.6% or £18.7 million increase. 

Information on individual hospital expenditure across NHS Scotland is available on the NHS National 
Services Scotland Information Services Division (ISD) website. The most up to date figures available 
are for the financial year 2011-12. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many nurses have been employed at (a) NHS Fife and (b) the Victoria Hospital, Kirkcaldy, in each of 
the last 10 years and how the figure for NHS Fife compares with the national average. 

 (S4W-17329) 

Alex Neil: National average figures for nursing staff are not recorded, information on the total 
number of nurses working in NHSScotland can be found by following the link below: 
https://isdscotland.scot.nhs.uk/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/2013-08-
27/Nursing_and_Midwifery_SIP_J2013.xls?83948261. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many hospital beds have been available at (a) NHS Fife and b) the Victoria Hospital, Kirkcaldy in each 
of the last 10 years and how the figure for NHS Fife compares with the national average. 

 (S4W-17330) 

Alex Neil: Table 1 presents the number of average available staffed beds for acute specialties in 
Victoria Hospital, NHS Fife and NHS Scotland for 2003-04 to 2012-13 and those in Victoria Hospital 
and NHS Fife as a percentage of NHS Scotland. 

Table 1 – Average available staffed beds
 
for acute specialties in Victoria Hospital, NHS Fife and 

NHS Scotland; 2003-04 to 2012-13 

Year NHS 
Scotland NHS Fife Victoria Hospital 

https://isdscotland.scot.nhs.uk/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/2013-08-27/Nursing_and_Midwifery_SIP_J2013.xls?83948261
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Acute beds Acute beds Percentage of 
NHS Scotland 

Acute beds Percentage of 
NHS Scotland 

2003-04 17,710 834 4.7 308 1.7 

2004-05 17,559 869 4.9 311 1.8 

2005-06 17,537 832 4.7 297 1.7 

2006-07 17,505 842 4.8 301 1.7 

2007-08 17,344 845 4.9 301 1.7 

2008-09 17,374 828 4.8 292 1.7 

2009-10 17,078 797 4.7 280 1.6 

2010-11 16,673 778 4.7 247 1.5 

2011-12 16,470 783 4.8 301 1.8 

2012-13 16,230 745 4.6 543 3.3 

Source: ISD(S)1, ISD Scotland. 

In 2012, NHS Fife General Hospitals and Maternity services (GH&MS) Project saw a transfer of 
services between the Victoria Hospital and Queen Margaret Hospital. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many complaints have been made regarding the Victoria Hospital, Kirkcaldy in each of the last 10 
years and how this compares with the national average.  

 (S4W-17331) 

Alex Neil: National annual statistics for NHS complaints are published by the Information Services 
Division (ISD) of NHS National Services Scotland. 

The 2012-13 statistics were published on 24 September 2013 and are available at: 
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Quality-indicators/Publications/index.asp#1143. 
This publication includes details of complaints since 2007-08. 

NHS Fife will be able to provide additional local information in relation to complaints received. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
percentage of referrals for cancer was treated within the 62-day cancer waiting time target for the 
Victoria Hospital, Kirkcaldy, in each of the last 10 years and how this compares with the national 
average. 

 (S4W-17332) 

Alex Neil: This information is not held centrally. 

Information Services Division (ISD) does not hold cancer waiting times information by hospital of 
treatment. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how the £9.9 million reduction in the Clean Hospitals/MRSA Screening Programme budget in the 
2014–15 draft budget will affect NHS patients; what the reason is for the reduction, and how it will 
affect hospitals in Lanarkshire. 

 (S4W-17380) 

Alex Neil: This budget reflects a rolling programme, where a number of major investments have 
already been made to embed good practice across NHS boards, as demonstrated by the very 
significant reductions in cases of healthcare associated infection (HAI) that have been achieved in 
recent years. 

As a result, direct funding is not needed on practices that are now embedded and already in place. 
For example, the Scottish Government provided £6.9 million to NHS boards in 2011-12  to support the 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Quality-indicators/Publications/index.asp#1143


transition to the new national MRSA screening practice, and a further £2 million in 2012-13 to ensure 
the practice was embedded sustainably across NHS Scotland as “business as usual”. There is 
absolutely no suggestion that MRSA screening has become any less important. It remains a key 
component of the widespread work to reduce hospital infections which takes place on a daily basis 
across Scotland. 

We have also invested substantially (£5.8 million between 2011-13) in research into HAIs. This 
money is now in place and will support a range of research projects. 

We continue to work with the National HAI Task Force and stakeholders to develop  the programme 
of interventions to reduce HAIs and to support health boards  deliver improvements for patients. As 
and when new interventions are identified which require additional resources, the Scottish 
Government will prioritise these appropriately. And investment in reducing HAIs goes far wider than 
this budget.  Scotland’s world leading Patient Safety Programme is also delivering substantial results. 

NHS Lanarkshire, as is the case in boards throughout Scotland, will continue, as usual, to receive 
funding for key infection control personnel and additional cleaners, this is not affected. There should 
be no impact on patients in Scotland or on hospitals in NHS Lanarkshire, or elsewhere in Scotland, 
from changes to this budget. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how NHS Lothian 
assesses whether patients with Parkinson’s and dystonia are candidates for deep brain stimulation 
surgery. 

 (S4W-17384) 

Alex Neil: NHS Lothian reports that patients with Parkinson’s and dystonia are reviewed by a 
specialist neurologist as part of a wider Multi-Disciplinary Team (MDT) approach and where 
appropriate a referral is made to a neurosurgeon for deep brain stimulation (DBS) surgery. 

Following the retiral of the Lothian-based neurosurgeon who specialised in DBS, patients are 
reviewed by the MDT on a case by case basis. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how NHS Lothian 
provides follow-up support to people who have received deep brain stimulation surgery. 

 (S4W-17385) 

Alex Neil: The Deep Brain Stimulation (DBS) service in NHS Lothian is currently in transition 
following the retirement of the neurosurgeon DBS specialist. 

NHS Lothian are planning to support those patients, who have previously received DBS surgery, 
with follow up neurosurgical specialist support in NHS Tayside. In addition there is ongoing clinical 
support provided locally through the board’s network of Clinical Nurse Specialists. 

The Managed Service Network for Neurosurgery is aware of the current transitional arrangements in 
place in NHS Lothian and is working with services to explore future arrangement for DBS services 
across Scotland. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many patients in 
NHS Lothian are awaiting assessment of their suitability for deep brain stimulation surgery. 

 (S4W-17386) 

Alex Neil: The specific information requested is not available centrally. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many patients 
resident in Scotland have received deep brain stimulation surgery in (a) Scotland and (b) England in 
each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-17389) 



Alex Neil: The specific information requested is not available centrally as there are no exact Office 
of Population Censuses and Surveys - Classification of Interventions and Procedures. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many patients 
have been referred for deep brain stimulation surgery in each NHS board in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-17390) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-17387 on 7 October 2013. All answers 
to written parliamentary questions are available on the parliament’s website, the search facility for 
which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many patients 
have received deep brain stimulation surgery in (a) Dundee, (b) Edinburgh and (c) Glasgow in each 
year since 2007. 

 (S4W-17391) 

Alex Neil: The specific information requested is not available centrally as there are no exact Office 
of Population Censuses and Surveys - Classification of Interventions and Procedures which solely 
relate to deep brain stimulation surgery. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-16862 by Alex Neil on 18 September 2013, how many new 
programmes have been funded since 1 January 2010. 

 (S4W-17455) 

Alex Neil: No new programmes have been funded since 1 January 2010. 

Learning and Justice 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
organisations it funds to provide care and support to children who have been trafficked. 

Holding answer issued: 1 October 2013 (S4W-17239) 

Aileen Campbell: Within Scotland our policy around child trafficking is robust. We have firmly 
embedded child trafficking into the wider child protection system through multi agency working at local 
level. We do not hold information centrally on the resources these agencies may provide. 

We are providing the Scottish Refugee Council, in partnership with Aberlour Childcare Trust, a grant 
of £200,000 a year for the next three years starting in 2013 to help fund the Scottish Guardianship 
Service. The Scottish Guardianship Service help unaccompanied asylum seeking and trafficked 
children and young people navigate through the immigration and welfare processes and get the help 
they need when they need it. It is a unique service in the UK and provides independent advocacy both 
on the matters of immigration and welfare. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
the answer to question S4W-16991 by Kenny MacAskill on 19 September 2013, which communities it 
has engaged with; what the outcome was, and what plans it has for future engagement. 

 (S4W-17360) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government, alongside police officers and MSPs, attended a 
number of public meetings across Scotland with members of the Muslim community during 2011. 
These public meetings were organised by the local Muslim communities with the relevant local police 
forces. 

Since then the Scottish Government has met with police colleagues, most recently, the former 
Strathclyde Police Force, to discuss their contained community engagement strategy which has been 
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taken up across Police Scotland. The Scottish Government will continue to meet with communities on 
a range of matters where concerns are raised with us. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government who (a) 
would take the decision to and (b) can detain someone in Scotland under Schedule 7 of the Terrorism 
Act 2000. 

 (S4W-17361) 

Kenny MacAskill: An “examining officer” as defined by the Terrorism Act 2000 may make the 
decision to detain someone under Schedule 7. An “examining officer” is defined as a police constable, 
an immigration officer, or a customs officer who is designated for the purpose of Schedule 7 by the 
Secretary of State and the Commissioners of Customs and Excise. 

However, only exceptionally would an immigration officer or customs officer exercise functions under 
the Act. This would include when a police officer is not readily available; or if specifically requested to 
do so by a police officer of the rank of sergeant or above. In practice in Scotland both the detention 
and the decision are the responsibility of the police. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether a 
Police Scotland officer can be subject to operational direction from a member of the (a) security 
services and (b) UK Border Agency. 

 (S4W-17362) 

Kenny MacAskill: Police Service of Scotland officers are not subject to operational direction from 
the security service or the UK Border Agency. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
has ever requested information on the number of people detained at Scottish airports, or any 
subsequent charges or convictions, under Schedule 7 of the Terrorism Act 2000. 

 (S4W-17364) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government does not collect or hold statistics on the number of 
people detained, charged or convicted under the Terrorism Act 2000 as this is a matter for the UK 
Government. The figures are not reported regionally due to the national security implications of 
identifying where and how often the powers are utilised. 

As I indicated in my answer to written question S4W-16991 on 19 September 2013, the Home Office 
recently released the annual statistics on the operation of police powers under the Terrorism Act 2000 
covering the period to 31 March 2013. 

This release includes the total number of people stopped under Schedule 7 in the UK and can be 
found at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/operation-of-police-powers-under-the-terrorism-act-2000-
2012-to-2013. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
plans to ask Police Scotland on how many occasions since 2010 police officers have used powers 
under Schedule 7 of the Terrorism Act 2000. 

 (S4W-17365) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government does not have any plans to request information on the 
operational matters relating to Schedule 7 of the Terrorism Act 2000. This is a reserved matter and the 
responsibility of the UK Government. These figures are not reported regionally due to national security 
implications relating to identifying where and how often the powers are utilised. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/operation-of-police-powers-under-the-terrorism-act-2000-2012-to-2013
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John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government to whom a 
Police Scotland officer using powers under Schedule 7 of the Terrorism Act 2000 would be required to 
report their actions. 

 (S4W-17366) 

Kenny MacAskill: As in any other operational matter, the normal reporting arrangements for Police 
Scotland officers would require to be followed where the decision to examine or detain and individual 
is taken. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government to whom a 
person detained in Scotland under Schedule 7 of the Terrorism Act 2000 can complain about their 
treatment. 

 (S4W-17367) 

Kenny MacAskill: Operational matters, including the investigation of complaints, are a matter for 
the Chief Constable of Police Scotland. Persons who are examined or detained under Schedule 7 of 
the Terrorism Act 2000 should therefore make any complaints about their treatment to Chief 
Constable Sir Stephen House in the first instance. 

Should the person remain dissatisfied following received a response from Police Scotland they can 
refer the matter to the Police Investigations and Review Commissioner (PIRC) who has responsibility 
to provide independent scrutiny of the way the police respond to complaints from the public. 

Transport Scotland 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will undertake a review of the Bellwin Scheme. 

 (S4W-17479) 

John Swinney: A consultation on the terms and conditions of the Bellwin Scheme was carried out 
with all 32 local authorities and other interested parties in 2005. Perth and Kinross Council were 
amongst those local authorities that responded. Various improvements were introduced from 1 
October 2006. 

 

Kenneth Gibson (Cunninghame North) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it is having with the UK Government regarding Barnett consequentials 
arising from the HS2 project and when it expects such discussions to be concluded. 

 (S4W-17493) 

Keith Brown: We believe that decisions about Scotland should be taken by the people who care 
most about Scotland: those who live and work here. It is only with full decision-making powers that the 
Scottish Parliament will be able to access all of Scotland’s resources to deliver a more prosperous and 
fairer Scotland. 

In the meantime, the Scottish Government will continue to work with HM Treasury to ensure that 
Scotland continues to receive the full Barnett Consequentials from decisions taken in Westminster. 

In the case of HS2, the Scottish Government has had no discussions with the UK Government 
regarding Barnett. 

It is our view that the proposed high speed network should be extended ‘further and faster’ than the 
current plans. This will capture the benefits of a wider network returning greater economic benefits for 
all. As you identified in S4W-16767 on 13 September 2013, all UK taxpayers will contribute to this 
scheme. That is why we are concentrating current efforts on working with the UK Government to 
establish a joint study on options for high speed rail northwards to Scotland. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
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   The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-17333 
S4W-17363 
S4W-17372 
S4W-17373 
S4W-17374 


