
Tuesday 22 October 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government when 
it last reviewed the (a) financial and (b) pricing plans for Business Stream. 

 (S4W-17628) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Business Stream's delivery plan is agreed annually with ministers. The plan for 
2013 was agreed on 16 April 2013. 

The wholesale charges payable by licensed providers and maximum default charges payable by 
customers for the period were set by the Water Industry Commission for Scotland in November 2009. 
These set the bandwidth within which pricing structures will lie. Business Stream's pricing structure 
was set in the context of its delivery plan. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action it is taking to control the spread of the plant, ranunculus, in rivers 
with freshwater pearl mussel beds. 

 (S4W-17646) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Research has shown that the presence of ranunculus may be detrimental to 
freshwater pearl mussels, particularly where the roots of the plant lead to a build-up of sediment which 
can smother the mussel beds. However, this is not well understood and other factors may be involved. 
A working group, involving the Scottish Environment Protection Agency, Scottish Natural Heritage and 
representatives from the Dee, Don and Spey District Salmon Fishery Boards, are in the process of 
commissioning a good practice guide for river managers. In addition to this, the Spey Fishery Board 
has commissioned a review of the literature on the use of herbicides for the control of ranunculus. 

Finance 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what contracts public sector organisations have for mail services; when the contracts 
were signed, and what the (a) duration and (b) value is of each. 

 (S4W-17686) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government has awarded two national frameworks covering mail 
services which are available to all Scottish public sector organisations. The details are as follows:  

Framework Contract Signed Duration Value (£ per annum) 

Postal Services February 2012 3 years 13,000,000  

Courier Services March 2010 4 years 670,000 

 

Governance and Communities 

John Mason (Glasgow Shettleston) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what information it has on fuel poverty in the Glasgow (a) parliamentary region and (b) Shettleston 
constituency. 

 (S4W-17641) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government does not hold information on the number of households 
in fuel poverty for individual parliamentary constituencies. 

Information is available at local authority level from the Scottish House Conditions Survey. The most 
recent available figures show that there were on average 62,000 households in fuel poverty in 
Glasgow City between 2009 and 2011, representing 22% of households. Figures for the 2010 to 2012 
period will be published in December 2013. 



Fuel poverty estimates for local authorities are only available for three year aggregated periods, as 
the sample sizes in the Scottish House Conditions Survey are too small to produce reliable annual 
estimates. 

Glasgow City Council has received an offer of grant under the Scottish Government HEEPS: Area-
Based Schemes funding programme. The council has indicated it will use the funding to assist delivery 
of energy efficiency measures to 6,220 homes in the Glasgow City Council area. 

 


