
Friday 25 October 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to the supplementary to question S4F-01561 by Alex Salmond on 19 September 2013 (Official 
Report, c. 22684), what estimate it has made of how much (a) first and (b) second class stamps would 
cost if an independent Scotland renationalised the Royal Mail. 

 (S4W-17582) 

John Swinney: We will ensure that postal service provision meets the needs of the people of 
Scotland in terms of a fair price and quality of service. This could be supported by the regulation of 
stamp prices by an independent regulator. Currently the regulator only influences the prices of a 
second class stamp. We are concerned by comments from the chief executive of the Royal Mail, 
immediately following its privatisation, which implied that the price of stamps may increase. 

Transport Scotland 

 Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4O-02429 by Keith Brown on 25 September 2013 (Official Report, c. 22874), 
which aspects of the Ellisland project (a) are being taken forward and (b) will be funded by (i) Dumfries 
and Galloway Council, (ii) SWESTRANS and (iii) Transport Scotland. 

 (S4W-17527) 

Keith Brown: A review of the cost and benefits of the Ellisland improvement was carried out and 
this has shown that the cost of the proposed scheme had increased and no longer provided value for 
money. Transport Scotland are currently not progressing any element of the Ellisland Improvement 
scheme. 

The provision of a bus shelter at Courthill caravan park was included as part of the Ellisland 
Improvement Scheme and this provision is now being taken forward by SWESTRANS and Dumfries 
and Galloway Council. 

 

Rob Gibson (Caithness, Sutherland and Ross) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what powers it has to restrict overtaking by heavy goods vehicles in the overtaking 
sections of the A9. 

 (S4W-17530) 

Keith Brown: Scottish Ministers have powers under the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 to make 
provision to restrict overtaking by heavy goods vehicles on the A9. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-17247 by Keith Brown on 1 October 2013, which rail services use the 
Winchburgh tunnel; what the diversionary routes will be for each service, and whether the franchise 
holder will receive compensation for extended journey times. 

 (S4W-17626) 

Keith Brown: The following rail services currently use the Winchburgh tunnel: 

Edinburgh to Glasgow via Falkirk High 
Dunblane to Edinburgh 
Alloa to Edinburgh 
East Coast 
Arriva cross country  
ScotRail West Highland Sleeper 
 



The diversionary route for these services will be via Dalmeny. Compensation will be paid to the 
franchise holder for the disruption caused by the Winchburgh tunnel closure. The closure is currently 
estimated to last 44 days with a current estimate for compensation of £10 million. Ongoing work 
continues to be undertaken by the relevant parties to reduce these figures further. 

 


