
Tuesday 29 October 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when it expects to receive notification from the Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills of its response to the Pub Companies and Tenants consultation. 

 (S4W-17667) 

Fergus Ewing: Scottish Ministers have received no notification from the Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills (BIS) on the outcome of their Pub Companies and Tenants consultation. Should 
BIS Ministers decide they wish to proceed to legislation following that consultation, it is expected that 
they will formally write to Scottish Ministers. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-16946 by Paul Wheelhouse on 12 September 2013, when the 
composition of the management group of the Barra Special Area of Conservation will be known and 
whether a facilitator is to be appointed to the group. 

 (S4W-17685) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The composition of the management group is unlikely to be known before 
summer 2014. Officials have been continuing positive discussions with community interests regarding 
possible approaches to the development of a management group structure and its future governance. 
This may include the appointment of a facilitator but we are seeking community views on the support 
required and no decision has been made as yet. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it has on how many pubs there are; how many are free houses, and how many are run 
under the tied pub model. 

 (S4W-17710) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government collects figures on premises licensed to sell alcohol each 
year from local authorities, and these are published at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/Datasets/DatasetsLiquor 

The most recent set of figures is for 2011-12 and shows the total number of premises licensed for 
on-sales was 11,511. This covers pubs, as well as hotels and restaurants. We do not collate 
information on whether pubs are tied or free houses, nor do we collate information on pub closures. It 
is not possible to meaningfully compare totals over a longer period of time due to changes in the way 
licences are administered. 

Information from the Scottish Beer and Pub Association suggests that approximately 35% of the 
estimated 5000 pubs in Scotland are leased. Of these, fewer than half, around 630 (or around 13% of 
all pubs in Scotland), are leased from PubCos owning above 500 premises. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it has on how many pubs have closed in each year since 2005 and how many of these 
were (a) free houses and (b) run under the tied pub model. 

 (S4W-17711) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government does not collate information on whether pubs are tied or 
free houses, nor do we collate information on pub closures. It is not possible to meaningfully compare 
totals over a longer period of time due to changes in the way licences are administered. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/Datasets/DatasetsLiquor


Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
meetings it has had with pub (a) tenants and (b) companies regarding the tied pub model since 2007. 

 (S4W-17712) 

Fergus Ewing: The Minister for Energy, Enterprise and Tourism has met with a delegation from the 
Fair Deal for your Local.Com Campaign Group (the group consisted of members of the Scottish 
Licenced Trade Association (SLTA), UNISON, CAMRA and the Federation of Small Businesses. 

Scottish Government officials have also met with the Scottish Licenced Trade Association, the 
Scottish Beer and Pub Association, Punch and Heineken (2 of the 3 Pub Co’s who operate in 
Scotland), who may be affected by the introduction of a Statutory Code and Ombudsman, asking that 
they provide us with any empirical evidence to support their position. 

All these meetings have taken place in the last six months. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
position is regarding the tied pub model. 

 (S4W-17713) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government is currently engaged with the Pub Sector interests to 
identify all empirical evidence that is available so that Scottish Ministers can come to a view on this 
issue. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it plans to consult on the tied model for pubs and, if so, when. 

 (S4W-17714) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government is currently engaged with Pub Sector interests to identify 
all empirical evidence that is available. At this stage there are no plans to carry out a formal 
consultation exercise. 

Governance and Communities 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether there is 
an independent review mechanism for the Scottish Welfare Fund. 

 (S4W-17591) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Second tier reviews for the Scottish Welfare Fund are carried out by an impartial 
panel in each local authority. We have published details of the second tier review in our guidance. The 
guidance is available on our website: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/welfarereform/scottishwelfarefund/scottishwelfarefuindguida
nce. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the first and 
second review tiers are for applications to the Scottish Welfare Fund. 

 (S4W-17592) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-17591 on 29 October 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
replicated the functions of the Social Security Commissioners. 

 (S4W-17593) 

Nicola Sturgeon: We have not replicated the functions of the Social Security Commissioners. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/welfarereform/scottishwelfarefund/scottishwelfarefuindguidance
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/welfarereform/scottishwelfarefund/scottishwelfarefuindguidance
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what average 
level of grant it anticipates for (a) community care and (b) crisis grants. 

 (S4W-17594) 

Nicola Sturgeon: We have not estimated the average award for Community Care Grants, or Crisis 
Grants. Informal monitoring information from local authorities shows that, for the period April to August 
2013 inclusive, the average award for a Community Care Grant was £550 and the average award for 
a Crisis Grant was £57. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many homes 
in rural areas not connected to mains gas or the electricity grid it expects to receive support from the 
Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for Scotland. 

 (S4W-17609) 

Nicola Sturgeon: We do not hold information on the number of homes in rural areas expected to 
receive support from the Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for Scotland (HEEPS). 

The method agreed with COSLA to distribute HEEPS funding for area-based schemes includes a 
needs-based element which takes into account levels of fuel poverty within councils. This ensures that 
funding is distributed across Scotland and that rural local authorities receive the funding required to 
tackle fuel poverty. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what criteria it 
requires local authorities to comply with to ensure that rural communities receive support from the 
Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for Scotland. 

 (S4W-17610) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Among other criteria, to access the Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for 
Scotland (HEEPS) funding local authority area-based schemes should: 

clearly target fuel poor areas beginning with those households in most need of assistance; 
be designed to maximise carbon reductions; and 
support the local economy and use local installers as far as possible. 
 
Further information on the criteria for accessing HEEPS funding is available on the Scottish 

Government website at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/warmhomes/uhis/heepsguidance. 

All 32 local authorities, including rural and island authorities, have received offers of grant funding for 
2013-14. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it will ensure 
that homes not connected to mains gas will receive funding to replace inefficient heating systems 
under stage 4 of the Energy Assistance Package. 

 (S4W-17611) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Customers of the Energy Assistance Scheme (which replaced stage 4 of the 
Energy Assistance Package in April 2013) requiring gas connections as part of the installation 
currently get any gas connection costing less than £2,022.25 for free (as this is funded by Scotland 
Gas Networks). For more expensive connections, the customer has to pay a contribution. 
Alternatively, customers may opt for an electric dry heating system for which no customer contribution 
is required, unless an electric load upgrade is needed. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many and what percentage of the population was of working age in each local authority area in the 
last year for which information is available, and what the projected figures are for 2033. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/warmhomes/uhis/heepsguidance


 (S4W-17655) 

John Swinney: The estimated number and percentage of working age population in each local 
authority for 2012 and the latest available projected figures for 2033 are shown in the following table. 

Number and percentage of working age population for 2012 and 2033  

Local Authority 2012 estimates 2033 projections
1
 

All ages Working 
age

2
 

Percentage All ages Working 
age

3
 

Percentage 
 

Aberdeen City 224,970 154,363 69 268,012 177,493 66 

Aberdeenshire 255,540 158,482 62 295,965 170,956 58 

Angus 116,210 68,746 59 115,302 62,265 54 

Argyll and Bute 86,900 49,955 57 83,613 44,631 53 

Clackmannanshire 51,280 31,997 62 57,257 33,374 58 

Dumfries and 
Galloway 150,830 87,562 58 142,694 73,908 52 

Dundee City 147,800 95,674 65 153,247 95,838 63 

East Ayrshire 122,720 75,788 62 121,467 69,904 58 

East 
Dunbartonshire  105,880 63,116 60 95,661 51,735 54 

East Lothian 100,850 60,985 60 127,056 72,866 57 

East Renfrewshire 91,030 54,013 59 89,530 49,093 55 

Edinburgh, City of 482,640 328,739 68 603,145 414,939 69 

Eilean Siar 27,560 16,025 58 23,623 12,420 53 

Falkirk 156,800 98,037 63 167,849 100,088 60 

Fife 366,220 225,168 61 398,363 232,176 58 

Glasgow City 595,080 405,113 68 656,095 447,958 68 

Highland 232,910 140,557 60 253,382 142,446 56 

Inverclyde 80,680 49,976 62 67,895 38,000 56 

Midlothian 84,240 51,389 61 90,449 52,319 58 

Moray 92,910 55,850 60 95,942 53,931 56 

North Ayrshire 137,560 82,514 60 129,762 71,753 55 

North Lanarkshire 337,870 213,339 63 332,449 199,074 60 

Orkney Islands 21,530 12,912 60 21,500 11,811 55 

Perth and Kinross 147,740 87,811 59 191,622 114,351 60 

Renfrewshire 174,310 109,087 63 169,437 100,537 59 

Scottish Borders 113,710 66,302 58 124,306 66,851 54 

Shetland Islands 23,210 14,268 61 22,687 12,485 55 

South Ayrshire 112,910 66,189 59 108,793 59,694 55 

South Lanarkshire 314,360 196,215 62 330,638 193,799 59 

Stirling 91,020 56,683 62 103,410 61,895 60 

West 
Dunbartonshire 90,340 56,898 63 85,207 49,940 59 

West Lothian 175,990 111,593 63 203,107 121,019 60 

Scotland 5,313,600 3,345,346 63 5,729,465 3,459,549 60 

Notes: 
1. 2010 based projections published in 2011, based on the 2001 Census and do not take account of 
the 2011 Census results. 
2. Working age at 30 June 2012 is defined as men aged 16 to 64 and women aged 16 to 
approximately 60 years and 240 days as per the 2011 Pensions Act. 
3. Includes the change in women’s state pension age from 60 to 65 between 2010 and 2018 and the 
subsequent changes of both male and female state pension age to 66 by 2033. 

 



Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many and what percentage of the population was of pensionable age in each local authority area in 
the last year for which figures are available, and what the projected figures are for 2033. 

 (S4W-17657) 

John Swinney: The estimated number and percentage of pensionable age population in each local 
authority for 2012 and the latest available projected figures for 2033 are shown in the following table. 

Number and percentage of pensionable age population for 2012 and 2033  

Local Authority 
Area 

2012 estimates 2033 projections
1
 

All ages Pensionable 
age

2
 

Percentage All ages Pensionable 
age

3
 

Percentage 
 

Aberdeen City 224,970 37,704 17 268,012 47,807 18 

Aberdeenshire 255,540 49,302 19 295,965 71,922 24 

Angus 116,210 27,486 24 115,302 33,492 29 

Argyll and Bute 86,900 22,876 26 83,613 25,671 31 

Clackmannanshire 51,280 10,117 20 57,257 13,693 24 

Dumfries and 
Galloway 150,830 38,652 26 142,694 45,308 32 

Dundee City 147,800 28,400 19 153,247 31,586 21 

East Ayrshire 122,720 25,370 21 121,467 31,012 26 

East 
Dunbartonshire  105,880 24,278 23 95,661 29,091 30 

East Lothian 100,850 21,095 21 127,056 28,380 22 

East Renfrewshire 91,030 19,160 21 89,530 24,041 27 

Edinburgh, City of 482,640 80,480 17 603,145 107,495 18 

Eilean Siar 27,560 6,961 25 23,623 8,092 34 

Falkirk 156,800 30,340 19 167,849 39,006 23 

Fife 366,220 76,678 21 398,363 97,989 25 

Glasgow City 595,080 93,704 16 656,095 107,574 16 

Highland 232,910 51,472 22 253,382 68,148 27 

Inverclyde 80,680 17,301 21 67,895 19,314 28 

Midlothian 84,240 16,916 20 90,449 21,557 24 

Moray 92,910 20,396 22 95,942 25,007 26 

North Ayrshire 137,560 30,876 22 129,762 36,007 28 

North Lanarkshire 337,870 60,090 18 332,449 74,274 22 

Orkney Islands 21,530 5,046 23 21,500 6,314 29 

Perth and Kinross 147,740 34,957 24 191,622 44,842 23 

Renfrewshire 174,310 34,823 20 169,437 40,400 24 

Scottish Borders 113,710 28,276 25 124,306 36,027 29 

Shetland Islands 23,210 4,538 20 22,687 6,594 29 

South Ayrshire 112,910 28,466 25 108,793 32,211 30 

South Lanarkshire 314,360 62,713 20 330,638 80,565 24 

Stirling 91,020 18,414 20 103,410 23,717 23 

West 
Dunbartonshire 90,340 17,529 19 85,207 21,023 25 

West Lothian 175,990 29,167 17 203,107 42,976 21 

Scotland 5,313,600 1,053,583 20  5,729,465 1,321,135 23 

Notes: 
1. 2010 based projections published in 2011, based on the 2001 Census and do not take account of 
the 2011 Census results. 
2. Pensionable age at 30 June 2012 is defined as men aged 65 and women aged approximately 61 
years and 57 days as per the 2011 Pensions Act. 



3. Includes the change in women’s state pension age from 60 to 65 between 2010 and 2018 and the 
subsequent changes of both male and female state pension age to 66 by 2033. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what guidance it will issue to local authority planning departments dealing with 
wind turbine applications from developers without an OFGEM electricity generation licence or an 
exemption from the Department of Energy and Climate Change. 

 (S4W-17660) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government has issued an on-line statement setting out its position 
concerning wind turbine planning applications without or exempt from a licence to generate electricity. 

The statement dated 24 October 2013 is available at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/Energy/Infrastructure/Energy-
Consents/Whatsnew. 

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what civil servants and at what grade are on secondment to other governments, 
excluding the UK Government, and what the reason is for each secondment. 

 (S4W-17752) 

John Swinney: Currently we have four secondments at B and C band to other governments. This 
includes two secondments to the Lithuanian Presidency of the Council of the European Union 2013 to 
provide support on fisheries policy, one to the Welsh Government to assist the Office of the Welsh 
Legislative Counsel in preparing primary legislation and one to the European Commission to 
undertake a programme of work and training within the European Commission. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether any of its ministers have visited the United Nations in Geneva in the last six 
months and, if so, (a) how many officials accompanied the minister, (b) what meetings the minister 
had, (c) for which meetings officials from the Foreign and Commonwealth Office were present and (d) 
whether it will publish the text of the remarks made by the minister at each meeting. 

 (S4W-17873) 

Humza Yousaf: The Minister for External Affairs and International Development visited Geneva 
from 23 to 25 September 2013, where he met with a number of UN organisations to discuss areas of 
mutual interest. The Minister was accompanied by 3 Scottish Government officials, and officials from 
the Foreign and Commonwealth Office were present at all meetings. In terms of the specific UN 
organisations the minister met with during his visit, these included UNICEF, the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, the Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees, UN Institute for 
Training and Research, the International Labour Organisation and the Conference on Disarmament. 
The Scottish Government does not routinely publish the text of remarks made during meetings, and 
we have no plans to do so in this instance. 

Health and Social Care 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
percentage of patients has been seen within the (a) four-hour and (b) 12-hour waiting time target at 
Victoria Hospital, Kirkcaldy, in each of the last 10 years and how this compares with the national 
average.  

Holding answer issued: 7 October 2013 (S4W-17333) 

Alex Neil: Table 1 presents the percentage of attendances (new and unplanned returns) that were 
seen within four hours and within twelve hours at Victoria Hospital and in NHSScotland for 2005 to 
2013. There is no HEAT Standard for patients to wait less than twelve hours from arrival to admission, 
discharge or transfer for accident and emergency treatment. 

 



Table 1 - Percentage of attendances (new and unplanned returns) seen within four and twelve hours 
at Victoria Hospital and NHS Scotland; April 2005 and April 2006; July 2007 to March 2013. 

NHS Board Survey A&E datamart 

  2005** 2006** 2007-08* 2008-09* 2009-10* 2010-11* 2011-
12* 

2012-
13* 

Victoria 
Hospital 

Seen 
within 
4 
hours 

89.0% 87.5% 96.0% 96.0% 97.0% 95.0% 92.0% 93.7% 

Seen 
within 
12 
hours 

- - 99.9% 99.9% 100.0% 99.8% 99.4% 99.7% 

NHS 
Scotland 

seen 
within 
4 
hours 

93.8% 93.0% 97.2% 97.7% 97.4% 96.3% 95.7% 93.6% 

Seen 
within 
12 
hours 

- - 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 99.9% 99.9% 

Source: Survey April 2005 and April 2006, SMR30C, ISD Scotland; July 2007 onwards A&E data mart, 
ISD Scotland. 
Notes: 
*A&E data mart was established in June 2007 to monitor compliance against waiting times targets, 
with data collected from July 2007 onwards. As such, figures cannot be provided for the full twelve 
months for 2007-08. 
**Statistics relate to snapshot surveys at core A&E sites in a seven day period April 2005 and April 
2006, ISD Scotland. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
capital spending projects costing at least £2 million have been carried out by NHS Lanarkshire in each 
of the last three years. 

 (S4W-17563) 

Alex Neil: Capital spending projects costing at least £2 million have been carried out by NHS 
Lanarkshire in each of the last three years as follows: 

2013-14 £5 million investment programme in Monklands Hospital (relating to 
business continuity). 
£2 million on the development of labs and single site pathology at 
Monklands Hospital. 

2012-13 £6.467 million on backlog maintenance at Monklands Hospital. 
£2.076 million on the completion of Airdrie Resource Centre. 

2011-12 £12.5 million on construction of Airdrie Health Centre. 
£7.9 million on on-going refurbishment work at Monklands Hospital. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
medical services the proposed new town of Chapelton of Elsick will have and what discussions it has 
had with NHS Grampian regarding the (a) provision and (b) financing of these and the building of the 
town’s medical facilities.  

 (S4W-17570) 

Alex Neil: There are no confirmed plans for medical facilities at the present time. However, NHS 
Grampian has been in discussion with the local authority on the matter, and those discussions will 
continue. 

 



Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to paragraph 3.3 of the Annual State of the NHSScotland Assets and 
Facilities Report for 2012, whether it will provide a breakdown by NHS board of the (a) £20 million 
spent on leasing cars and (b) £18 million spent on fuel. 

 (S4W-17603) 

Alex Neil: The following table provide a breakdown of the car leasing and fuel costs contained 
within paragraph 3.3 of the Annual State of the NHSScotland Assets and Facilities Report for 2012:  

Health Board Car Leases 
£ 

NHS Board Fuel 
£ 

Ayrshire and Arran 2,301,972 Ayrshire and Arran 756,703 

Borders 958,735 Borders 259,630 

Dumfries and Galloway 1,214,594 Dumfries and Galloway 309,982 

Education for Scotland - Education for Scotland 4,000 

Fife 708,649 Fife 408,563 

Forth Valley 1,047,997 Forth Valley 435,009 

Grampian 2,091,405 Grampian 1,354,213 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 3,945,435 Greater Glasgow and Clyde 1,940,905 

Health Improvement Scotland - Health Improvement Scotland 1,000 

Highland 2,002,497 Highland 1,604,716 

Lanarkshire 3,170,723 Lanarkshire 1,238,263 

Lothian 1,738,525 Lothian 1,161,488 

NHS 24 1,145,344 NHS 24 13,000 

National Services Scotland - National Services Scotland 665,187 

National Waiting Times Centre - National Waiting Times Centre 25,647 

Orkney 4,796 Orkney 2,196 

Scottish Ambulance Service 295,590 Scottish Ambulance Service 8,088,198 

Shetland 120,454 Shetland 21,500 

Tayside 702,170 Tayside  684,294 

The State Hospital 7,196 The State Hospital 18,327 

Western Isles 5,812 Western Isles 4,000 

Total 21,461,893 Total 18,996,822 

 
Figures were based on best estimates at the time of publication. A detailed analysis was carried out 

post publication which showed that actual net Car Leasing costs were £13.2 million for 2012. 

Notes: 
1. Car Lease costs are for Staff Car Lease Scheme vehicles and for all other Operational/Pool cars 
that are leased.    
2. The fuel costs include fuel for operational vehicles and claims that are made by staff for their Lease 
Cars. 

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what progress is being made on the £948 million backlog expenditure 
requirement on the NHS estate identified in the Annual State of the NHSScotland Assets and Facilities 
Report for 2012. 

 (S4W-17605) 

Alex Neil: The 2013 Annual State of the NHSScotland Assets and Facilities Report is currently in 
preparation and will be published shortly. This will include an update on the backlog expenditure 
requirement identified in the 2012 report. 



 

Richard Lyle (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will instruct the NHS to amend all forms that include questions on ethnicity to include the 
term “showpeople” next to the term “Gypsy/Traveller”. 

 (S4W-17612) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has no plans at this time to instruct NHS Scotland to include 
showpeople as a specific category in forms that include ethnicity questions. Harmonised ethnicity 
questions have been developed to promote consistency. A Scottish Government guidance note: 
asking questions on ethnic group, is available at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/resource/0039/00394314.pdf. 

The number and description of the categories in the guidance aims to represent the vast majority of 
ethnic groups as far as that can be achieved given our diverse population. However, provision is made 
in the forms for people who do not feel that they are properly represented by the categories listed to 
enter a category that they believe best describes their particular ethnicity. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has ensured that the new live attenuated influenza vaccine is evaluated. 

 (S4W-17627) 

Michael Matheson: At the end of the current flu season, the childhood flu vaccination pilots will be 
evaluated by the Scottish Government, Health Protection Scotland and NHS health boards 
representatives involved in the pilots. This will include an evaluation of the vaccine. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with NHS boards regarding the 2013-14 winter flu vaccination programme. 

 (S4W-17629) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government has regular discussions with Scottish NHS boards in 
relation to the winter flu vaccination programme. These discussions began very early in the year to 
ensure that sufficient planning for the programme has been undertaken, and continue throughout the 
year. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much it has spent on the 2013-14 winter flu vaccination programme campaign. 

 (S4W-17630) 

Michael Matheson: Although full costs will not be confirmed until the end of the flu season, the 
overall annual cost of the seasonal flu vaccination programme is estimated to be approximately £17 
million. 

This figure includes costs in relation to the purchase of vaccines, payments to general practice, 
seasonal influenza surveillance activity and programme management and the communications and 
marketing campaign. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many follow-up inspection reports since 2011 by (a) Healthcare Improvement Scotland and (b) 
the Healthcare Environment Inspectorate on the care of older people have led to a referral to the 
Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing because the recommendations in the original report were 
not carried out, and what action was taken, broken down by (i) NHS board and (ii) hospital. 

 (S4W-17674) 

Alex Neil: None of the follow-up inspection reports have led to a referral. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/resource/0039/00394314.pdf


Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it expects NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde to be in a position to supply data comparable to 
other NHS boards in respect of long-acting reversible contraception. 

 (S4W-17675) 

Michael Matheson: Data for NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde for 2012-13, as published in ISD’s 
report “Long Acting Reversible Methods of Contraception (LARC)”, are considered to be complete and 
accurate, so are therefore comparable to other NHS boards. Data for all NHS boards are checked and 
signed off by the NHS Board Sexual Health Lead. 

However, the data for some methods of long-acting reversible contraception from central 
pharmacies in NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde were incomplete for 2011-12 and are therefore not 
directly comparable to 2012-13. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
regarding the prescribing of long-acting reversible contraception, what steps Health Improvement 
Scotland will take to support those NHS boards where there is (a) significant deprivation, (b) a high 
rate of unplanned teenage pregnancies and (c) below average prescribing, in order to improve 
performance, and which boards will receive support. 

 (S4W-17676) 

Michael Matheson: In 2008, NHS Quality Improvement Scotland published standards for sexual 
health services, which included a standard that all individuals should have access to intrauterine and 
implantable methods of contraception. Subsequently, practice in NHSScotland was assessed against 
these standards and an overview report was published. Since the publication of this report, NHS QIS 
(now Healthcare Improvement Scotland) has undertaken no further work in this area and currently has 
no plans to do so. 

The Scottish Government is working with a number of stakeholders in order to consider how best to 
increase the uptake of effective contraception. As set out in the Sexual Health and Blood Borne Virus 
Framework, multi-agency partners should ensure that vulnerable women who are most at risk of 
unintended pregnancy receive support, advice and, where appropriate, provision of long-acting 
reversible contraception (LARC). Provision of LARC will also be considered within the new Teenage 
Pregnancy and Young Parent strategy, currently in development. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of Information Services Division Scotland's (ISD) report on long-acting reversible methods of 
contraception, published in September 2013, which showed that the presence of a local enhanced 
primary care contract was associated with greater uptake, whether it will consider making the 
provision of long-acting reversible contraception a national enhanced service rather than a local one. 

 (S4W-17677) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government does not have any plans to introduce a national 
enhanced service for long-acting reversible contraception. Statutory responsibility for the provision of 
healthcare services rests with NHS Health Boards and it is for each NHS Board to put in place 
services that best meet the needs of their patient populations, including this service. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will invite Information Services Division Scotland (ISD) to include under-15s in future 
statistics that it publishes on long-acting reversible contraception. 

 (S4W-17678) 

Michael Matheson: The ISD publication on long-acting reversible methods of contraception 
includes data on the number of contraceptives dispensed in primary care and the number distributed 
from central pharmacies. 

The ages of a high proportion of women using these contraceptives are unknown as data relating to 
contraceptives supplied via central pharmacies are not collated at an individual level. 



It is expected that the majority are in the age group 15-49, although some women outside this age 
range may be included. The denominator used in the calculation of rates in the publication comprises 
females in Scotland aged 15-49 years. This is a standard age range used for studies on contraception. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of the planned integration of health and social care, whether it will ensure that GPs and primary 
and intermediate care community teams have electronic access to hospital clinical data to ensure 
patient safety. 

 (S4W-17679) 

Alex Neil: A specific piece of work to improve the electronic exchange of patient information 
between primary and secondary care, particularly around medicines information in support of patient 
safety, was initiated in September 2013. In addition, a new health and social care information sharing 
strategy will be consulted upon in early 2014, with a view to improving the sharing of information 
across sectors, in support of integrated health and social care. That will identify the priority areas for 
the wider sharing of hospital clinical data. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it publishes the list of Caldicott Guardians. 

 (S4W-17680) 

Alex Neil: The names of lead Caldicott Guardians in NHSScotland health boards are published on a 
public web-site. 
http://www.knowledge.scot.nhs.uk/caldicottguardians/nhssscotland-caldicott-guardians.aspx. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what consultation it had with the Department of Health prior to the abolition of NHS Connecting for 
Health. 

 (S4W-17681) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government was not formally consulted in regard to the creation of the 
Health and Social Care Information Centre (which replaces many of the functions of Connecting for 
Health). The Scottish Government does however have regular and routine discussions with HSCIC 
and the Department for Health (England) about a wide range of eHealth policy and Information 
Governance issues that are of common concern to all parts of the UK. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
following the abolition of NHS Connecting for Health, how it ensures that Caldicott Guardians are (a) 
coordinated, (b) supported, (c) provided with training and (d) afforded the opportunity of collective 
representation to the Scottish Government and special NHS boards. 

 (S4W-17682) 

Alex Neil: NHSScotland has always had separate arrangements in place for the support of Caldicott 
Guardians. These arrangements include a National Caldicott Forum, which meets regularly, a 
Caldicott scrutiny panel that deals with requests to use patient data for a range of purposes and 
Information Governance and security fora. Each of these has representation from territorial and 
special boards and are coordinated by Scottish Government officials. Training materials are created or 
sponsored by Scottish Government, in partnership with boards. In the light of the Caldicott2 Review, 
and the possibility of the expansion of this community, The Scottish Government is considering how 
the coordination and training of Caldicotts is best managed across health, local government and 
elsewhere. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the ban on health workers who are HIV positive but have negligible plasma viral load carrying 
out clinical work will be lifted and, if so, when and under what conditions. 

http://www.knowledge.scot.nhs.uk/caldicottguardians/nhssscotland-caldicott-guardians.aspx


 (S4W-17683) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government announced in August 2013 that it would be adopting 
the recommendation that HIV positive health care workers should be permitted to undertake certain, 
previously restricted, clinical procedures. This policy change will come into effect in 2014. 

HIV positive health care workers will be able to undertake previously restricted procedures only if 
they are on treatment, if their HIV viral load is at a very low or undetectable level, and if they are 
subject to regular monitoring of their treatment by clinicians.  

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what information 
the NHS provides to patients on (a) symptoms, (b) treatment and (c) dietary recommendations for 
people with gluten ataxia. 

 (S4W-17690) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government is committed to ensuring that everyone with a 
neurological condition can access the care and support they need. 

Ataxia refers to a group of neurological disorders that affect balance, coordination, and speech; 
there are many different types of ataxia that can affect people in different ways. 

Gluten ataxia is considered an exceptionally rare disorder and the range of neurological problems 
caused by gluten sensitivity is still unclear. 

NHS Inform provides a wide range of information about the symptoms, causes and diagnosis of 
ataxia, and including links to organisations such as Ataxia UK at the following link:  
http://www.nhsinform.co.uk/Health-Library/Articles/A/ataxia/introduction  

Neurologists seeing patients with unexplained ataxia would undertake a range of investigations and 
tests into possible causes; gluten sensitivity is assessed using a blood test. 

We would expect anyone diagnosed with a disorder linked to gluten sensitivity to be provided with 
appropriate dietary advice. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what support it 
has provided for research into gluten ataxia in each of the last three years. 

 (S4W-17691) 

Alex Neil: Within the Scottish Government, the Chief Scientist Office (CSO) has responsibility for 
encouraging and supporting research into health and healthcare needs in Scotland. CSO has not 
received any research funding applications on gluten ataxia in the last three years but would welcome 
applications of a sufficiently high standard from the Scottish research community. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is 
taking to improve early diagnosis rates for gluten ataxia. 

 (S4W-17692) 

Michael Matheson: We want to see everyone with a neurological condition diagnosed as swiftly as 
possible so that they can access the treatment and support they need.  

Gluten ataxia is considered a rare disorder and the range of neurological problems caused by gluten 
sensitivity is still unclear. Neurologists reviewing people with unexplained ataxia would undertake a 
range of investigations and tests into possible causes; gluten sensitivity is assessed using a blood 
test. 

The main driver for improvement within neurological services will be implementation of the clinical 
standards for neurological conditions which state that:  

patient with suspected neurological conditions should be assessed by clinicians who specialise in 
neurological conditions; and  

patients should be assessed within timescales dictated by their clinical need. 

http://www.nhsinform.co.uk/Health-Library/Articles/A/ataxia/introduction


The National Neurological Advisory Group, has been established with Scottish Government funding 
to support implementation of the clinical standards. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether there 
are clinics in Scotland for patients with gluten-related neurological manifestations that provide the 
specialised services available at the Sheffield Institute of Gluten-Related Disorders. 

 (S4W-17693) 

Michael Matheson: Clinical care of patients with gluten-related neurological disease, including 
access to the recognised and validated autoantibody assays used to underpin clinical diagnosis, is 
routinely provided through NHSScotland neurology clinics, through which any further referral for more 
highly specialised advice and expertise from the NHS across the UK may be accessed. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it raises 
awareness of gluten ataxia (a) in the community and (b) among medical professionals. 

 (S4W-17694) 

Michael Matheson: We recognise that raising awareness of rare conditions such as gluten ataxia 
can be very challenging. 

We are currently supporting the National Neurological Advisory Group (NNAG) in raising the profile 
of all neurological conditions within the NHS, the third sector and public awareness. 

The NNAGs aim is to drive forward the neurological standards. The standards aim to improve the 
patient journey from the point of referral into the service and ensure that every patient with a disorder 
of the nervous system experiences a quality of care that gives confidence to the patient, clinician and 
carer. 

We have also funded the Neurological Alliance of Scotland’s ‘Voices’ programme which enables 
people with neurological conditions to influence and shape the re-design of neurological services. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether people 
with gluten ataxia, other than those diagnosed with coeliac disease, can obtain gluten-free products on 
an NHS prescription and what the reason is for its position on this matter. 

 (S4W-17695) 

Alex Neil: The Advisory Committee on Borderline Substances advises prescribers on a UK basis as 
to which, and in which circumstances, substances such as some foods and toiletries may be regarded 
as drugs for the treatment of specified conditions, and may thus be prescribed. In this regard it 
recognises certain staple gluten-free foods as suitable for gluten-sensitive enteropathies. There is no 
advice in respect of any substances in the context of gluten ataxia. 

 

Margo MacDonald (Lothian) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how much each 
NHS board paid in commissioning work from non-medical consultants in the latest year for which 
information is available, and what information it has for organisations that the NHS uses to help 
provide services. 

 (S4W-17866) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government does not hold centrally information on how much each NHS 
board paid in commissioning work for non-medical consultants and it also does not hold details of 
what organisations the NHS uses to provide these services. 

Learning and Justice 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
measures are in place to prevent the teaching of creationism in Scotland’s schools. 

 



Holding answer issued: 28 October 2013 (S4W-17514) 

Alasdair Allan: Evolution is specifically covered in the experiences and outcomes for the sciences 
that form a core element of the Curriculum for Excellence. 

It is of course for teachers, schools and local authorities to determine how best to deliver learning 
and teaching on any topic and subject in line with the Curriculum for Excellence and we expect 
teachers to use their professional judgement, experience and understanding of their pupils to respond 
sensitively to complex and challenging issues, such as those posed by the existence of differing belief 
systems. 

There are support materials on how best to achieve this, including how best to teach evolution and 
these are available to all teachers via the Education Scotland website. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government which 
minister has responsibility to ensure that the National Gaelic Language Plan 2012-17 is delivered. 

 (S4W-17547) 

Alasdair Allan: As Minister for Learning, Science and Scotland’s Languages I have overall 
responsibility to ensure that National Gaelic Language Plan commitments are met. However, other 
ministerial portfolios, authorities and bodies across Scotland also have a role to play in ensuring the 
delivery of the Plan’s aims. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what plans 
it has to strengthen the delivery of the National Gaelic Language Plan 2012-17. 

 (S4W-17548) 

Alasdair Allan: The National Gaelic Language Plan is key to the delivery of the Scottish 
Government’s ambitions for Gaelic in Scotland. We will ensure that National Gaelic Language Plan 
priorities are at the centre of our Gaelic activity and, along with other key partners, we will seek to 
improve effectiveness and strengthen delivery in key areas such as early years, school education and 
promotion in communities. The delivery of the priorities in the plan is a demanding task and cannot be 
delivered by one body working in isolation. It is essential that all public bodies work in a coordinated 
manner to ensure the commitments highlighted in the plan are met. I have asked Bòrd na Gaidhlig to 
review progress with these commitments and that this is reported to me at our Quarterly meetings. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what plans 
it has to ensure the visibility of Gaelic at major events such as the Commonwealth Games, the Year of 
Homecoming and the Ryder Cup. 

 (S4W-17549) 

Alasdair Allan: It is important that Gaelic is visible at these major events and that is why both I and 
officials are making the necessary representations to responsible delivery bodies. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what role 
single outcome agreements play in the delivery of the National Gaelic Language Plan 2012-17.  

 (S4W-17550) 

Alasdair Allan: In line with Scottish Government/COSLA guidance issued in December 2012 single 
outcome agreements (SOA) set out the key priorities and outcomes for each Community Planning 
Partnership (CPP) and how partners are going to work together to deliver those outcomes. It is for 
CPPs to decide if and how the delivery of the National Gaelic Language Plan 2012 in their area forms 
part of their SOA. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
definition is of Gaelic-medium education. 



 (S4W-17551) 

Alasdair Allan: Gaelic medium education has been defined in recent acts of the Scottish 
Parliament, including the Gaelic (Scotland) Act 2005 and Schools (Consultation) Act 2010, as 
“teaching by means of the Gaelic language as spoken in Scotland”. The Scottish Government is 
currently working to prepare National Guidance on Gaelic education. This will provide a more detailed 
definition of Gaelic medium education. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
outcomes it envisages from Gaelic-medium education. 

 (S4W-17552) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government wants to see a rising number of children in Gaelic 
Medium Education, and that this should play an important part on stabilising and growing the number 
of Gaelic speakers nationally. 

From an individual learners journey and as identified through the work of Education Scotland, the 
Scottish Government has two outcomes from Gaelic Medium Education. We wish to ensure that our 
children and young people are equally confident in the use of both Gaelic and English; and are able to 
use Gaelic and English in a full range of contexts within and outwith school. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
started production of, and what plans it has to publish, statutory guidance on Gaelic education. 

 (S4W-17553) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government has asked Education Scotland to prepare National 
Guidance on Gaelic Medium Education. This process started in 2012. Education Scotland are working 
closely with all interested parties on this including Bòrd na Gaidhlig, local authorities, parents and 
other interests. We expect this national Guidance to be available for public consultation in 2014. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
guidance it would give prospective parents of a pupil in Gaelic-medium education as to the length of 
time their child should be immersed in Gaelic. 

 (S4W-17554) 

Alasdair Allan: This is currently a matter for local authority decision making. However, there is a 
consensus in the Gaelic medium sector that the initial immersion phase should extend from P1 to P3 
and that Gaelic should continue to be the dominant medium of learning up to P7. 

We will look at this very closely as we prepare and consult on National Guidance on Gaelic 
education. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what plans 
it has to outline the differences between Gaelic-medium education and Gaelic learners’ education and 
the outcomes that could be expected from each. 

 (S4W-17555) 

Alasdair Allan: The differences between Gaelic medium education and Gaelic learners’ education 
have been briefly dealt with in legislation of the Scottish Parliament. For Gaelic medium pupils we 
hope to ensure that young people are both equally confident in the use of both Gaelic and English; 
and are able to use Gaelic and English in a full range of contexts within and outwith school. The 
outcomes for Gaelic Learners Education are described in the experiences and outcomes of 
Curriculum for Excellence and then in the criteria for national qualifications in the senior phase. It is 
our intention that this will receive further attention in the National Guidance that is being prepared. 

 



John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
local authorities have cited lack of teachers as a reason for denying access to Gaelic-medium 
education. 

 (S4W-17556) 

Alasdair Allan: We have received no formal approaches from any local authority citing lack of 
teachers as a reason for denying access to Gaelic medium education. However, we are aware of the 
difficulties in the recruitment and retention of teachers in the Gaelic medium sector and for this reason 
we have been working closely with Bòrd na Gaidhlig, teacher education institutions, local authorities 
and the Scottish Funding Council to ensure that Gaelic teaching is promoted and information on the 
routes in to teacher training are clear and those entering the system are supported while given CPD 
opportunities. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
teachers trained to teach Gaelic-medium education have moved to teaching in English at the 
conclusion of their probationary period since 2007 because there was no full-time post available in 
Gaelic. 

 (S4W-17557) 

Alasdair Allan: This information is not held centrally. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
timetable it has set for the development of Gaelic education. 

 (S4W-17558) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government is working continually with partners to ensure that Gaelic 
education is developed and expanded across the country. It is essential that this work is carried out in 
a manner that addresses local needs and demands. 

The Scottish Government has written to local authorities seeking bids to Gaelic Specific Grant 
Scheme. These bids must show evidence of planned growth over the next 2 financial years and how 
work will help deliver more places in all levels of Gaelic education. 

Work in this area has helped realise new schools and units across Scotland with further schools 
opening in Fort William, Glasgow and Portree over the next three years. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what plans 
it has to ensure that a course, similar to Ceumannan, is made available to students fluent in the Gaelic 
language. 

 (S4W-17559) 

Alasdair Allan: Ceumannan is an excellent course for Gaelic learner education at secondary level. 
A multi-year project is on the current Stòrlann Nàiseanta na Gàidhlig publishing programme. The aim 
is to produce a suite of graded materials comprising of new and existing material. A comprehensive 
language framework will be a key feature of the new resource. The rationale for such a framework was 
the focus of practitioner workshops at An t-Alltan in Aviemore. 

The language framework articulates with Curriculum for Excellence and existing grammar resources 
such as Mìrean. Materials and resources will be linked to the framework at the various levels. Stòrlann 
will develop the resource in close collaboration with the teaching profession, Education Scotland, 
SQA, and local authority advisors. 

The materials will be made available to schools and students fluent in the Gaelic language as they 
are developed and produced. More information can be found at: 
http://www.storlann.co.uk/ceumannan/. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what plans 
it has to bring forward legislation offering a statutory entitlement to Gaelic education. 

http://www.storlann.co.uk/ceumannan/


 (S4W-17560) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government has a manifesto commitment to consider a parental right 
to Gaelic medium education. We are currently at the very early stages of considering how this 
commitment can be developed and taken forward. We will consult on any proposals. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
encouragement it is giving to the establishment of more standalone Gaelic schools. 

 (S4W-17561) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government is committed to the expansion of Gaelic medium 
education through support to local authorities who wish to establish new units and schools in their 
areas. Every encouragement is being given to the establishment of more standalone schools. We are 
in regular contact with local authorities on this matter and recognise the importance that these 
developments have for increasing the numbers of those who are able to use the language and that is 
why I announced on 23 September 2013 an additional £4 million over the next two financial years to 
the Gaelic Schools Capital Fund. Local authorities will be approached again to highlight the funds 
availability and to invite bids. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what plans 
it has to ensure that, in addition to French, German and Spanish, the SCHOLAR programme provides 
for Advanced Higher Gaelic. 

 (S4W-17562) 

Alasdair Allan: SCHOLAR, a Heriot-Watt University programme providing online learning resources 
for National Qualifications courses to Scottish secondary schools, is receiving Education Scotland 
funding to align existing resources with the new Curriculum for Excellence developments. This 
includes updating the existing provision for Gaelic (Learners) at Higher. It does not currently include 
provision for Gaelic at Advanced Higher but, as a member-led independent body, subscribed to by all 
32 local authorities, SCHOLAR keeps its development programme and demand under regular review. 
SCHOLAR is also currently developing Gaelic Sciences at Curriculum level 3 with a grant from Bord 
Na Gaidhlig/Storlann. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will place in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (SPICe) a list of the 
names and addresses of the businesses to which the letter referred to in its news release of 4 
September 2013, Blueprint to overhaul business rates, were sent. 

 (S4W-17688) 

The Scottish Government has supplied the following corrected answer: 

Fergus Ewing: Whether or not a property is in receipt of relief is not a matter of public record. Non-
domestic rates may be paid by businesses and individuals alike and the information the Scottish 
Government holds contains information on both. Under the terms of the Data Protection Act we have a 
duty to protect the privacy of individuals and sole traders on the list, therefore we will not publish their 
names and/or addresses as they are considered to be personal data as defined by the Act. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-17578 
S4W-17579 
S4W-17584 

 


